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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Thirteenth Session. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
. under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assemhly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 26th March, 1942, at B-30 a.m. 

Presents 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaltjddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
8 Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Curfew orders in Daoca. 

M96. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULIS {a) Will the Hon’ble 
, Minister in charg-e of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
areas covered by the curfew orders in Dacca city in October last and their 
population ? 

(h) Will the Hon'bh Minister be j»Ieased to state whether any 
arrangement was made by the authorities for — 

(i) the supply of food ta the people who were asked to keep within 
doors for two or three days; 

(iV) the supply of milk for children and diet to the sick of ihoae 
areas; and 

(m) giving medical help to the people of those areas? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to make any enquiries about the 
complain fi of the people of the areas affected by prolonged curfew 
orders P 
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QUESTIONS. 


[25th MAJtcSf 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hen’Me 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) The whole of the jurisdictions of Kotwali, 
Sutrapur and Laibagh police-stations was placed under curfew order 
8y night for certain periods during the month of October, 1941. The 
population according to Census of 1931 is approximately 138,618. 

In the following areas continuous restriction orders were enforced 
for 48 hours: — A certain area in Farashganj, police-station Sutrapur; 
an area east of the Nawabpur Hoad as far as Banagram Hoad, police- 
station Sutrapur (in this area the order was extended to a total period 
of 72 hours) ; an area in Rahinatganj and Postu, police-station* Laibagh ; 
two areas in Nawabganj, police-station Laibagh; an area in and around 
Kayettuli, police-station Kotwali; roughly the same area, on a further 
occasion; an area in Tikatuli; police-station Sutrapur. 

No figures are available for the population of these areas. 

(h) (i) No arrangements were made for this in the belief that 
sufficient stores were currie*d. 

(it) and (tit) An Additional District Magistrate was deputed to 
arrange that milk for children and medical assistance were available in 
cases where the need was established. In this matter his collaborators 
were a Hindu municipal commissioner, and the Health Officer, Dacca 
Municipality, and he had (he assistance of the Civic Guards. 

(o) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the name of the Additional District Magistrate who 
was 80 deputed, with reference to answer (h) (/i.) and (n/)? 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say the name. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h) (i) where 
it is stated “no arrangements were made for this in the belief that suffi- 
cient stores were carried”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether a proper enquiry was made beforehand that they w^ere carried? 

Th0 Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 ho]>e that was done, but 
I cannot say. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (b) (w) 
and (ni) where it is stated “that milk for children and medicaL 
aasistance were available in cases where the need was established” will 
the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state before whom the need was to 
be established — before the Tribunal or Additional District Magistrate? 
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The Hon'We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Esteblishe*] by the people 
to the satisfaction of the Additional District Magistrate. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SENt Does the Hon’ble Minister want 
us to believe that the need for milk for infants and medicine for invalids 
had to be established for 72 hours? 

Th« Hofi'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All that I can say i» that 

the Additional District Magistrate is after all a human being and ho 
must have had ('onsideration for these infants and invalids. I cannot 
say anything more than that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister l)o pWd 
to state whether he is aware that the member for the Dacca General 
constituency, i.e., myself, made a personal representation to His Excel- 
lency the Governor complaining that on a similar occasion only two 
months ago when curfew orders were enforced in the Kalootola area, 
women and babies w’ont without milk and the patients without medicine 
and there was incalculable suffering inflicted on the people? 

The Hoffi’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : 1 am not aware. 

. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wdth reference to answer (h) (i) whether any fcmplaint 
was made to Government regarding the difficulty of food-HU|iply ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware . 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that all the areiH contained in 
the answer are predominantly Flindu areas? 

The HofinUe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to tell the House whether it is a fact that while the people of 
Dacca in the Nawahpur area were going to help the needy | eople with 
milk, water and other things, they were prevented from doing so by 
the sergeant in charge of the locality at the time? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs These are specific alUga* 
tiona and if answers are wanted I suggest that notice be given separately* 
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Ql7£$T10m 


[ 25 tb Mamcb, 


DiMpproval of the revised rulee by the security priscnen of HiJIi 
tpedial Jaii. 

I 

M97. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether the security prisoners in the Hijli Special Jail have on receipt 
of the revised rules submitted a petition to him expressing their 
disapproval of the revised rules P 

(b) If so, what action have the Government taken in the matter? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The question of allowing further amenities to the securily 
prisoners is at present under consideration. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERilEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state to which revised rules did the security prisoners 
object — some of the rules or all the rules? 

Th« Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some of the rules. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state which are those rules? 

Tht Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All that 1 can say is 

generally about the amenities provided for. As regards the details I 
have not got the i)aj)er8 before me. As I have said, the whole question 
is under the consideration of Government experts and pa}>er8 are not 
with me at present. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: Will the llon'hle Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of placing on the table a copy of the objec- 
tions raised by the security i>risoncr8 so that we may know what those 
objections are? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have said, this question 
arose a long timejigo, and the papers are not with me. The petition 
was received on the 24th of October, 1941, and all the papers were 
sent to the Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, on the 13th November, 
1941, and have not yet been received back. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply (a), 
namely, *‘yes,” will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state when thi§ 
|>atitiini was submitted to GoYemment? 
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The Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FA2LUL HUQi The first petition wm 
xeceived on the 22nd of July, 1941, followed by another petition on 
the 6th of August, 1941. Then again there was a reminder and a 
supplementary petition on the 24th of October, 1941. * 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Did the Hon’ble Minister send 
any reminder to the Inspector-General of Prisons to exi>edite matters? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The date will show that 
I was not the Minister in charge of the Home Department then. 


Licences issued for taking out processions with music in Dinijpur. 

M98. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: (oi Will the Hoirhle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/) when was the order ]>rohibiting processions with music before 
places of public worship issued to the District Magistrate of 
Dinajpur; and 

(/n whether the order was published for general informatifui P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be further pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing the number of licences issued to different persons 
for taking out religious and other processions with music in the town of 
Dinajpur from 1927 up to available date of 1941 (including the licence 
that was issued to the Maharaja of Dinajpur in 1941 for the procession 
of Sree Sree Kantajiu)? 

The Hon*blO Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (/i) (i) No such order was 

isvsued. 

(// ) Does not arise. 

(h) I am making enquiries and will furnish tlie figure to the 
honourable member when it is received. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: With reference to answer 
(n) (fl w ill the Hon 'hie Minister kindly let us know whether the order 
issued by the Magistrate w'as done on bis own initiative? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know wbat the 
honourable member means by this order. 

8i. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: By the order 1 mean the 
rder putting a restriction on the licences issued by the District 
Magistrate. I ask whether that order was iasued on his own initiative 
or at the instance of Government. 



$ QUESTIONS. [25tb Muicb, 

Th$ Hm'W* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL MUQ: Diatrict Magistrates issue 
orders in such esses on their own initiative. 

* 8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Does the Hon ble Minister 
contradict the statement contained in question (h), namely that a 
licence was issued to the Maharaja of Binajpur in 1941 for the proces- 
sion of Sri Sri Kantajiu? No reply has been given to this question. 

The Horfble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already said, I am 
making enquiries and will furnish the information to the honourable 
member when it is received. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 


Pleaders and advocates engaged by Government in connection with 
Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee. 


86. Mr, 8AHABE ALUM; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the names of pleaders, advocates and counsel.s engaged to 

conduct the Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee; 

(б) the amount actually paid to each of these pleaders, advocates 

and counsels, as (1) fees and (2) allow^ances; and 
(c) the total expenditure incurred for this Enquirj^ Committee? 


Tho Hon’bM Mr, A. K, FAZLUL HUQ. (a) and (b) The informa- 
tion is given below — 

Totals sanctioned. 


Names. 

Fees. 

> 

Travelling 

allowance. 


Rs. 

a. 

Rs. 

Mr. J. N. Maeumdar. Bar. -at- Law, 
Senior Standing Counsel 

74,7 ir> 

0 

1,774 

Mr. S. M.M^furahed, Bar.-at-Law . . 

2 1. 049 

8 

1,664 

Mr. Pankaj Ooomar Ghoali, Gov- 
ernment Pleader, Dacca 

6,828 

0 

70 

Maulvi Naimuddin Ahmed, Addi- 
tional Government Pleader, 
Dacca . . 

2,435 

0 

70 


(c) The total expenditure up to the end of January, 1942, ia 
B8.95, 395-3-3. 
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M«ulW ABDUL LATIF BIBWASs Will th« Hon’bte Miniater be 

pleased to state what was the daily lee of Mr. S. M. Murshed and how 
many years’ standing lie has got at his back? 

The HoffMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Mr S M. Murshed is a 
barrister-at-law with a little more than three years’ standing and he is 
already one of the most prominent advocates in the Calcutta High 
Court. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this Mr. Murshed is his nephew P 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* He is not only my nephew 
but is also closely connected with the Da(‘ca Nawub family. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AiN KHAN: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why four lawyers w'ere engaged in 
connection with the Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; I think my honourable 
friend Wing himself a lawyer knows this quite well. 


• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answ'er (c), vi*., 
the total expenditure up to the end of January, 1941^, is Rs. 96,395-il-.'l, 
will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state how the figure has been 
arrived at inasmuch as the total of tlie above columns (Monies up to 
Rs. 1,09, (KM) and something more? 

Tba Hon’Ma Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 did not check the figures 
myself and perhaps the clerk concerned also did not know that there 
was somebody here to scrutinise them. As they appear there may l)e 
something wrong in them, but I have given the figures as supplied to 
me. If there is anything wrong I take a note of it and will see what 
should be done. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if these two Counsel, Mr. Majumdar and Mr. Murshed, were 
given travelling allowance for their journey to Calcutta from Dacca 
and 1)ack every week besides the fees that were being paid to them ? 


Tbt Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not every week but every 
time they were required to come back to Calcutta. 
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QTJBSTIONfifi 


[25th Maech^ 


Khifi tihidur MOHAMMCO Ail J Will tlt^ Han'ble Kiniater be 
pleased to state bow was the selection made in the case of Mr. Murshed P 

• The Hoifble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Counsel were selected 
by the J^gal lleraembrancer in consultation with the then Home 
Minister Sir Nazimuddin. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: What was the daily fee of 
Mr. Murshed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot <!ay that from the 
figures here, but if the honourable member wants the exact figure, I 
must have notice. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the a]>pointment of Mr. Murshed was necessitated for the 
maintenance of communal ratio in this case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is a question which, 
I think, Sir Nazimuddin can answer better than I can. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: Hus the Com- 
mittee submitted its report? 

The Hon'hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes Sir. 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaded 
to state if it is not a fact that the old Coalition Tarty passed a unanimous 
resolution in their party meeting recommending the withdrawal of these 
two Counstd from the case? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • I am afraid, if I am 
pressed to give an answer, I must say, it is true that the party were 
getting impatient at the manner in which public money was being 
wasted, but it was Sir Nazimuddin who insisted that the enquiry 
should go on, and that is why 1 could not abide by the decision of the 
party. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this Mr. Majumdar was connected with 
Mr. Suhrawardy in Daga’s case? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwort were given) 

Distress in certain area of KishoreganJ, Mymensingh. 

^69. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMAD: (a) U the Hon ble 

Minister in charpfe of the CV)-operative Oedit ami Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware that due to failure of crops last year and early rains, 
acute economic di8trt\s8 prevails in the hhati area of the Kishoregunj 
subdivision ? 

(h) Will the lion’ hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) the numl)er of petitions that have Imeii submitted by the agri- 
culturists tc» the ('entral Ranks of — 

(1) Kishoreganj, and 

(2) Rhairah 

for establishing (’o-operative Banks; and 

(tt) the number of new hanks established in 1941 by the Oiitral 
Ranks of Rhairah and Kishoregnnj in the Rhairah, Kuliar- 
( har, Rttjitpur, Austagram, Nikhly and Itna police-stations, 
resjjectively ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur MauIvi Hashem AN Khan): (a) Yes, there is some distress in 
the bhati area of Kishoreganj sulalivision due to failure of the main 
crops last year as a result of drought followed by heavy early rains. 

(6) (i) (1) Kishoreganj Oiitrol Rank — 145. 

(2) Rhairah Central Rank — 17G. 

(it) Rhairah police-station — 21. 

Kuliarchar jjolice-station — 2*3. 

Rajitpur, Austagram, Nikhly and Itna police-stations —Nil. 


Orders under Defence of India Rules on some pfesders of Khulna 
restricting their movements. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon^hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the District Magistrate of Khulna passed an order on the 30th August, 
1941, against Bahu Panchanan Pal, m.a., b.l., and Bahn Birandra 
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[2dTH Mamcb, 


Nath Dutta, h.l., both Pleaders of Khulna, under rule 26 (1) of the 
Defence of India Rules restricting their movements in the district of 
Khulna P 

(fj) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether they were asked to explain their conduct at any time 
l>efore or after the date of these orders; and 

(n) w'hat was the duration of these orders P 

(d) Is it a fact that these gentlemen were subsequently served with 
orders, dated the 17th October, 1941, further restricting their move- 
ments within the limits of the Khulna Municipality for a period of 
one year? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

(/) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware— 

(i) that the paternal residence of Babii B, N. Dutta is within the 

Bagerhat subdivision and that of Babu P. Pal is within the 
Sadar subdivision of the Khulna district; 

(ii) that these two internees are i)ractiHing pleaders of Khulna; and 

(fit) that these restrictive orders have affected their profession? 

The HoiPhle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (d) Tes 

(h) and (c) The reasons appear from the orders, copies of which arc 
lai<l on the Library Table. 

(c) (t) No. 

(ii) One month. 

(/) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(in) No. 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SENs With reference to answer (/) (iii), 
namely, “No”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how does 
he arrive at that conclusion P 

Tim Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I did not arrive at the 

conclusion. The information was supplied by the District Magistrate 
and I am passing on the information. 
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DEMAND EOR GRANTS, 


a 


Mr. OHIRENDilA NATH DATTAt With reference to answer 
(c) (t), namely “No”, will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of asking persons upon whom restriction orders were 
passed to explain their conducts • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I entirely agree. They 
ahould be asked to explain. 

BalMJ NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to hold an enquiry with r(‘feren(‘e to these two eases whether they 
have got anything to say with regard to this order? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, I will do that. 

Days allotted for buc%et disoussion. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir. nmy T know how many 
days wert‘ allotted this year l>y His Excellency the (Jovernor for voting 
on demands for grants? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: 15 days. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Then may 1 know why of 
15 days only Hi days have been alhdted and not the whole period? As 
a result, we have been given no time for sucli an imj»ortant matter as 
^^Labour”. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will give you details later on. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

40— Agriculture. 

The HoifMe Namb Khwaja HABIBULIAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, on the recommendation of Ilis Excelle* y the (lovernor 1 Iwg to 
move that a sum of Hs. 50,57,000 l>e granted for expenditure under the 
head “40 — Agriculture^. 

Khan Bahadur Maulwi AULAD HOSSAIN KHANi Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I heg to move that the demand of Ks. 50,57,000 for 
expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced Bs. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about policy of Govern- 
ment regarding fixation of jute quota for thi« year. 

2 
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DEMAND FOE OEANTS. 


fSoTH March, 


It cannot be assumed from the Government policy that they are 
actuated by a genuine desire to do good to the jute-growing public 
or for the matter of that the people of Bengal in the matter of jute 
n^igulation. 

It is obvious that the main object of regulation is to ensure proper 
price for the commodity which is the only money crop of the province 
by adjusting the supjdy to the world demand. It is needless to men- 
tion that the position of Bengal in the cultivation of jute is unique 
but this position is being taken advantage of rather than being utilized 
to the good of the people. Our people are disorganised. Knowing 
this fact full well they are left to themselves for marketing thia 
commodity and thrown at the mercy of the purchasers. Business is 
not philanthropy and a.s such it is the interest (»f the purchasers to- 
purchase in a cheaper market. They cannot be blamed for that. Our 
growers have not got the holding capacity and as a result the market 
is glutted at one time and the commodities are scdd at the dictation 
of the pundiasers as against all rules. 

What Government has done to ensure fair j»rice and stop the evil? 
By mere restricting the urea under cultivation no useful j)urpost" can 
possibly be served and the money s])ent for this purpose is iibs(dutely 
misspent. The hug<* army of officers maintained luin do nothing exce])t 
maintaining themselves. The department is also to]> heavy. 

May 1 know what wt*re the considerations in fixing the <|iiota for 
this year — whether it was done in conlormity with the opinion ot the 
majority of members of the .Advisory roinrnittce and the advice of the 
ref)resentatives of jute growers was not accejjfed. What is the good 
then of this show of a committee and spending money over it? 

It is a well-known fact that the second purpose of regulation is to 
exhaust the existing stock of jute but the decision of increase to about 
double of last crop will supplement the stock to such an extent that it 
will he impossible to exhaust it even if there be no cultivation of this 
crop for the coming two years. It will be seen that the highest acreage 
reported by Government was never more than what it will he this year 
and that after regulation of the crop by spending lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees. What is the justification of this increase in the acreage? 
Export has practically been stopped due to abnormal conditions, the 
mills have raised the capacity to the maximum and domestic consump- 
tion is the same. How* then the huge excess wull he consumed.*^ The 
inevitable result of this short-sighted policy of the Government is the 
fall of prices to even more than half. Jute will be an unsaleable and 
useless commodity and the cups of misery of the people will be over- 
full. For this nothing but the short-sighted, incomplete and faulty 
decision of the Government is resiwnsible. 



1942.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


13 


The problem of food>8upply is taking an alarming state whick 
should receive the immediate attention of Government. Bengal is a 
deficit province so far the supply of rice is concerned. It is not thi||t 
we have not sufficient land to grow rice but that we have no plan before 
us. Nearly 4 crores of maunds of rice are imported in India every 
year from Burma and in Bengal alone about one crore thirty-five lakhs 
of maunds. That source of supply is now totally stopped and even now 
we are hearing cries of rice shortage in some places and there is no 
knowing when this shortage will assume a serious proportion. Scar- 
city of rice will inevitably lead to an abnormal rise of prices. It is, 
therefore, suggested that in view of the supreme importance of keeping 
the civil po])ulation well fed an energetic drive should be undertaken 
forthwith for the production of more food crops and cultivators advised 
to grow suitable foo<l crops in lands released from cash crops where 
cultivation has become uneconomic. Will the Government take this 
timely warning? 

I think as usual the Government will say that it is the doing of the 
old G(»vernment, but the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture was 
also Minister of previ<iufl Government. Moreover after the declaration 
of war by Jai>an it was incumbent (»n Government to revise their deci- 
sion and reduce the quota to the last year’s level, or even less, to suit 
the prevailing condition. No self-governing institution can be bound 
by the decision of the previous (iovernment if that decision be not 
cohducive to the wellbeing of the people to whom the Government is 
res poll .sible. 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the ' 
demand for Rs. 5(I,67,(KK( for eipenditurc under the head “4() — A(fri- 
culture” be redured by R». 100. 

irsm ao sr? at 

*R7 I '•Ittitl 4?' C? 

fitt?’ tttn lii^ ^ fTStr-st? c? rj (Tifri nv, 

^•9 f'stn cn ntti. Tin i g*CT ▼<0 ^»ti 

(Tf Srstc-sf ^ rtr 85 *P>F 85. rtwW ftn am 

yj 5.' sfT ta st«1? few I 'a? ym crrcf fesr 

gsjn ^ ’tsi av ttnr ioo^ tfrtn ynr ertn las’ 

*t*l^ ttai aT tRfi 4^ »ff% tfly tmi 

ra ca airaa ai 85. rtaia Pwt afw -sTOrj ^ sr? ta awif 
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m 7^ (.^ %r, ^ 

^ ta '^SfJ ^ ^ ^ ^ / 

*' ^ poJicy^ I cV 

^^}^ Wl ^ (TT^ ^""15 plan ^ WT 

m I g§«r3 TOT ^ ij^ policy <f§ a, C? 

'srf^T'^ft^ arable land ?T1 ^I, O'-itC^ ^ 

^ R3r, '^r??:^ r?r ci*! ^c<fT ?tv^rfTO*t^ 

«rnt^ JT?:^ i '^itf^ ^c«t Sg^*7t? 

*rWt^, ^ policy '^1 programme tf^t? I 

Mr. HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURl: I beg to move that tlu demand 
of Rfl. 50,57,000 under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion h to raise a discussion about the 
delay in passing tlie Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1041. 

Sir, with the inauguration of the new Constitution in 1007 the i)arty 
that came in power to function it gave its serious thoughts to bring in 
various ameliorative measures considered to be of immediate economic 
relief to the agriculturists. The party then in power has done much 
within a period of four and a half years but still there are much to be 
done. I am sure, Sir, more things could have been done but ff>r the 
obstructionist* tactics of the then strong Opjwsition. So we could not 
make progress up to our desire which was hampered a great deal by the 
Opposition. 

Sir, among the various grievances and difficulties of the agricul- 
turists that were felt by us are the difficulties of sale and purchase of 
agricultural produce in markets and fairs. Tyranny of the Zemindars 
and the Mahajans, to some extent, has ceased to exist on account of 
the operations of the amended Tenancy Act and Money-lenders Act, 
though they need further amendments for its .total extinction. But the 
excesses of the proprietors of fairs and markets still do exist. 

Sir, it is coinmon knowdedge that the markets for the agricul* oral 
produce suffer from various .sorts of disadvantages, defects, malpractices 
and irregularities; such as market charges and allowances levied by 
owners and dealers; dissimilarity of scales; weights aud measures; 
unjustifiable and illegal discounts and deductions; var’ou> tolls levied 
by hangers-on of the market, interlopers, servants of the owners of the 
market and market employees and so on. 8o it was the d ciaion of the 
then Coalition (Government to bring in a legislation (o j)ut a stop to 
such excess. As a result of this a piece of legislation, namely, the 
Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 1939, was in. reduced and 
referred to a Select Committee on the 19th December, 1939. 
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But, Sir, when the Bill emerged out of the Select Committee a 
vehement objection from the rested interest of this House, particularly 
from the members now supporting the Government, was raised to tiy 
passing *of the Bill on various frivolous and flimsy grounds. It went 
so far as to question expropriation of rights with n*gard to some of the 
sections of the Bill. Sir» ultimately the Bill was dropped and a new 
one, viz., the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1041, was introduced 
and passed in the Assembly on the 2()th August, 1041, with changes of 
a substantial cliaraeter. Though the stings that stung the interested 
persons have been removed from this Bill, the present Ministry has 
hopelessly failed to get the Bill passed into an Act so far this session 
in the Council, 

Sir, the i)resent Ministry is the j»roduct of a misalliance of the 
previous opposition. The enchantment of oflici^ has brought stnmge 
bed-fellows together. The cu.stodian of agrieulture and the agri- 
culturists is a born landlord having opposite interests. The agri- 
cultural B(‘ngal has little confidence in such a Minister who has been 
surrounded by .suspicious environments. 

Sir, whatever might be the political creed, if any, and personal 
interests of the Hon’ble Minister, the agricultural Bengal demands the 
passing of the Bill into an Act and its of)eration immediately. 

With the.se few words. Sir, I commend my motion to the ueceptance 
of the House. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Dei>uty Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs, 50,57,000 under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” l>e reduced hy Rs. KM). The o!)ject of the nn)iion is t.o raise a 
discussion (»n the failure to formulate and adopt a eomprehensive 
policy of agricultural improvement including improvement of seeds, 

, manure, crop selection, marketing and financing of agriculture. 

During the la.st few days of budget discussion we have drawn 
pointed attention to various aspects of nation-building work which have 
not been properly looked into mainly on account of the failure to have 
comprehensive .schemes. But, Sir, so far as the Department of Agri- 
culture is eoncerned the degree and immensity of the failure know no 
bounds. I am not aware how far this is due to the responsibility of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge, the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. I know 
that he has been for the la.st few days very, very busy w’ith many other 
impotrant matters, but I trust that he would have at least some time to 
apply hi.s mind to this most urgent demand in the country. 
(Mrs. Hasixa MritsiiKD: That he will.) From the budget we And 
that this year the budget estimate is less than the revised by nearly 
Rb. 4 lakhs. While some other Departments of a non-nation-building 
character have absorbed large sums of money, Agriculture has had to 
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suffer a cut to the tune of Rs. 4 lakhs. Important schemes have been 
omitted in the coming year. Schemes like agricultural demonstrations 
^ave suffered a set-back and, Sir, the expenditure on account of seeds 
of substitute crops in lieu of jute has had to be curtailed. So also it is 
noticed that the provision of Rs. 2 lakhs for the replacement of 
diseased sugarcane by fresh cuttings had to be abandoned. 

Such l)eing the evidence before us one feels extremely unhappy 
about the nature of administration of the Agriculture Department, and 
we submit that the time has come when the (iovernment should start a 
sort of en(iuirv into the working of the entire Agriculture Department 
and to the formulation of a comprehensive scheme for rural and agri- 
cultural uplift. Sir, the points that I have noted in my motion are 
simple, and so many volumes have been writt(‘n on the same and iso 
much has been sjxjkeu on the floor of this House and outside that I 
hardly need to take the time of the House in dilating ujx)!! them sepa- 
rately, and, specially because, Sir, you have been watching me as to the 
time I have been taking in these matters. 

Sir, with regard to one matter I would like in particular some 
emphasis to be laid, and that is the question of increasing the produc- 
tivity of every piece of land in the country. We have had long 

delmtes, acrimonious discussions, with regard to land revenue. It is 

my considered opinion and 1 8up|X)8e I shall be lx>rne out by various 
sections of the Mouse that unless the quality of land and production are 
improved, no amount of improvement in the land system would help 

the poor cultivator. If you read the vrdumes of our Land Revenue 

Commission lloix)it you will find ample evidence from exjwrts that will 
go to show that the deterioration in the conditions of our peasantry is 
as much duo to the fall in the productive capacity of the soil as, possi- 
bly, due to the iniiiuitous laud system. H these two problems are not 
simultaneously taken in hand, it will be impossible to achieve the 
improvement ecomnnii* condition of tlic masses of our country. 
Agriculture is still the occupation of nearly IfO per cent, of our 
population and t(j give them an occu])ation wliich is et'onomically 
justifiable stupendous efforts are iKHulcd. We have on previous 
oeeasions exjdnined that to effeet improvement in agrieiilture 
improvement in irrigational facilities and improvement in public 
health are necessary. And not long ago — it was only last morning 
— the Hon ’hie the Minister in charge of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment had demonstrated how the absence of co-ordination between 
the different departments of nation-building work has been respon- 
sible for deterioration in the condition of w’ork in one depart- 
ment. This is probably true also of the Agriculture Department, 
for, Sir, unless irrigational improvements are secured, unless public 
health is properly enquired into and improved health is secured the 
peasantry of Bengal cannot possibly improve their agriculture. We 
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are thus in a Ticious circle : we do not possess health because we 
cannot •have grood food and because we cannot have good food we can* 
not have good health and as a result we cannot produce good crops. 
Therefore, Sir, this is a vicious circle which is going on, I submit* 
most respectfully and with all the emphasis 1 can command that Oov- 
emment should now come forward with a comprehensive scheme for 
agricultural improvement so that this vicious circle may l)e brokcm. 

Sir, in the rural areas, day in and day out, we find the same -old 
methods continuing: implements are as old as ever: the seeds the agri- 
culturists ordinarily use have hardly improved. Wo have not got 
any improvement in the methods of manuring; we have not hud any 
improvement in the irrigational facilities; we have not got any improve- 
ment in the communications to bring the agricultural prodiu'c to the 
market; nor have we got arrangements made as yet for iinj)roved 
marketing facilities. Sir, these are the points I would like to lay 
emphasis ujk)!! and I would like to hear the ITon^hlo Minister in charge 
on each of these [K)ints, and if it is not possible for the TTon‘ble Minister 
in charge to give a c()mj)rehensive idea today it would be our bumble 
request to him to issue a Wiiite PajH*r, as he bus l>een in the liabit of 
issuing, explaining the various things that he proposes to do. And in 
formulating a policy and in i.ssuing that White Paper 1 must humbly 
l)eseech him not to hold out mere tall promises as some of his colleagues 
in the Pahinet are in the habit of doing. 

Ihe other day, Sir, the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister had said that it 
was his privilege to hold out promises. T am afraid, there are other 
members in the Cabinet who are also, as we find, very adept in holding 
out tall promises. Sir, I am not thinking of raising utTimonious 
matters. 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Hut promises are being fulfilled by 
’ the present Ministry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mrs. Murshed may say HO, but she 
will certaittly bear me out that not long ago the TIon’ble Minister in 
chaise of Public Health and Civil (V»-f>rdi!iation in dealing with a strike 
that was going on in one of the medical institutions in (VIcutta, pro- 
mised that he would j>ersf)nany look into the grievances of those 
student.s of the Campbell Medical School and the boys on this assurance 
given b 3 ’ both Mrs. Murshed and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
had resumed their normal work, but not only the promises have not yet 
beeh fulfilled but, Sir, those boys are still l^eing pursued and ])ena1ised 
and in the case of some of the House Staff who have been suspended 
no order for withdrawal of the suspension has yet been {massed. 

I saw in the ^tateiman j'esterday a notice given inviting applications 
for House Staff presumably for A.R.P. work but probably to substitute 
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some of the unfortunate House Staff who wanted to protest against the 
high-handed manner in which the Superintendent of the Campbell 
Medical School was dealing with the matter. Sir, these are the usual 
'‘tactics of Borne of the Ministers who are cornered into an unhappy 
position. Let us not have from the Hon’ble NawaB Bahadur of Dacca 
such tall promises. We want substantial work, and I hope he will be 
in a position to assure the House that he will introduce such improve- 
ments in agriculture as are within reasonable possibility of execution 
within a certain time. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED; He will do that 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He as well as his colleague 
Mrs. Murshcd may say so, but Mrs. Murshed must know that so far, 
although wc have been assured about the affairs of the (’ampbell 
Medical School, mcthing has been done in the matter and the boys are 
entertaining their grievance.s and it would not be surprising if the whole 
of Bengal is thrown into an ugly spectacle of strikes. 

Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND; Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. r)(),r)7,(MH) for expenditure under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Department to publish results of 
research and demonstration to agriculturists. 

Sir, tho basis of all agricultural progress is experiment. Organisa- 
tion for demonstration and propaganda, if not based on research, comes 
to no avail. 

Sir, there is an Imj>erial Department of Agriculture with a Research 
Institute at Pusa in Bihar. The results of the research work are pub- 
lished in the form of scientific memoirs and bulletins. The Institute 
also publishes “The Agricultural Journal of India” and the “Journal 
of the Ontral Bureau for Animal Husbandry and Dair>ung in India”. 

There are Provincial Departments of Agriculture but there is the 
lack of sufHciently close touch not only lietween Pusa and the Provin- 
cial Departments but also between the Provincial Departments them- 
selves. Had the Deiwirtments been in closer touch with Pusa they 
would have lieen in closer touch with each other. There are still rooms 
for ( o-operution between the Government of India and the Provincial 
Governments in regard to agricultural research. Promotion of research 
and the provision of information are the only ways in which substantial 
ttssi^taiKc can lie given to agricultural progress. Agricultural 
research can be of no help to the cultivator until its results are given 
to him in a form in which they become a part of bis agricultural prac- 
tice. In the Provincial Agricultural Department there is a Director, 
aoine Deputy Directors of Agriculture, the Agricultural Chemist, 



1942.] DEMAND FOR GRANTS. SI 

Economic Botanists, Fibre Expert, live Stock Expert, the Agricultural 
Engineer and other subordinate staffs. Along with other duties they 
are doing research and experiments. Some of their schemes are financed 
by the Imperial Council of Agriculture. • 

Let us now see how the Agriculture llepartmeiit is publishing and 
disseminating agricultural knowledge to the cultivators. AVi.</M 
Katha, a bi-monthly journal of the Department, is published and al¥)ut 
3,000 copies are distributed. Besides several matters relating to agri- 
culture and livestock are sent to Baniihir Katha for publication. 

I.<eafiets, pamphlets and bulletins in the light of the latest investi- 
gation and research were drawn u]» and published towards the end of the 
year. In consideration of JH) per cent, of the |K>pulation being culti- 
vators or dependant on cultivation and the small number of journals, 
leaflets, etc., that are published, it can easil\ be imagined that the mode 
of publication adopted is (piite insignificant. Besides, illiterui y among 
the cultivators is so widespread that printed matters can give them very 
little help for iinjirovement (»f agriculture. Ocular demonstration is 
the only means of convincing the cultivators of the advantages of agri- 
cultural imi)n»vement. The department is attempting to take some 
Htejis in this direction also. There are .several union board farms and 
demonstration centres. Here cultivation is curried on by the cultivator 
himself from start to finish umler the suj)ervision of the agricultural 
demonstrator. When new implements are tried, the.se are lent without 
any charge. When the advantages of improved seeds and manures are 
demonstrated, these are given free in the first instance. The advantage 
of this methorl is that a.s the whole work is done by the cultivator him- 
self, he can realise the true value of the imi»rovement which is lieing 
demonstrated. But the numl>er of these demonstration centres and 
union l)oard farms is so small that only a negligible section of culti- 
vators get the advantages of demonstration. The Agriculture Depart- 
ment should note that the field for demomstration and propaganda is as 
vast as that for agricultural research. The department should ig^ve 
more attention to demon.stration work so that earh union board in the 
province may get its advantages. 

The Co-operative Societies Act, 1912, |>ermit8 the formation of 
societies for the improvement in any direction of the economic interests 
of their members. The Agriculture Department may utilise co-oy>era- 
tive societies for disseminating knowledge regarding agricultural 
improvements. The cf>-opei*ative staff can also help demonstration 
work if they are given a short course of training. In Bengal Agricul- 
ture and Co-operative Departments are non-co-operating with each other. 
They are not in touch with each other. Co-operation between the 
departments will be of much help in demonstration work and in the 
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diBsemination of agricultural improvements. Bombay, Bibar and 
OrisBa may be cited by way of example of co-operation between the Co- 
operative and Agriculture Departments. 

Sir, with these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR AUR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5(),5T,(K)0 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced by R«. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a 
discussion alwut the |X)licy of Government in maintaining some highly 
paid officers, who have failed in evolving a jdanned scheme for develop- 
ment of the agricultural industries and consequent increase of produc- 
tion and in running the department in a way that does not touch the 
masses. 

Sir, I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 50,57,000 for 
expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the urgency of 
organising the cultivators f(»r the purpose of increasing the production 
of food crops and the cultivation of long-staple cotton, with a view to 
meet the food pnddem arising out of unemi)loyment of a vast number 
of people (ui account of war conditions. 

Sir, the last great Euroi)eun war and the present world war have 
revealed 'to us the danger ot dej^endance on foreign supplies in the 
matter of food and raw materials. Today it is recognised that agri- 
culture is the premier national key industry which can no longer be 
neglected. Improved agriculture ensures an adequate supply of food 
and its reaction iqxm industries is very, very important. It increasefi 
the imrchasing power of the rural mas.ses and in this way it letuls to an 
impnjvement in the economic condition of the masses and raises theii 
standard of living. But, Sir, the outturn per acre in this country is 
excessively low. At best it is often one-third or one-fourth of what if 
obtained in other countries, and the scope of extensive cultivation in 
this province is very, very limited. The l>etter lands have already been 
brought under cultivation and the greater portion of the less fertile 
lands yet remains to be broken up, but it is not ]K)ssible without irri- 
gational facilities. 

Therefore, Sir, the solution of the problem which confronts us todaj 
lies in the direction of intensive cultivation on scientific lines. But 
Sir, if we examine the budget, we find that it l^etrays a lamentable lad 
of any planned scheme. 

Sir, Rs. 51,62,(X)0 has been allotted under this head. Of this 
Rs. 35,10,600 has been set apart for regulation of jute cultivation unde) 
the Jute Regulation Act, 1940. Excluding the grant for botanical am 
other public gardens, we have only Rs. 14,03,000 at our disposal. Du 
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of tliis Us. 14,03}000 under the head ^'Experimental farm** a enm of 
lU. 23*^ JOO has been provided and we find the estimated expenditure 
for the coming: year is Rs. 2,37,700 and the receipts expected are 
Re. 1,07,000. From the budget figures of 1941-42 according to the* 
revised estimate we find that the expenditure is Ra. 2,30/200 and the 
receipts expected are Rs. 06,000. In 1940-41 the actual expenditure 
on account of these experimental farms was Rs. 2,13,613 and the actual 
receipts were Rs. 00.228. 

* Now, the cultivator can only be induced to adopt the most up-to- 
date methods which these farms want him to adopt provided he can l)e 
convinced that by following the ui)-to-date methods he can ex|>ect a 
better outturn. These experimental farms should l>e so managed that 
by meeting the expenditure for establishment, a decent iucx>me is 
ensured to the State. 

Then, Sir, under the heads (a) direction, (b) 8uj)enntendenco, and 
{c) subordinate ex|>ert staff a sum of Rs. 0,11,000 has lK*en provided. 
Sir, I for myself fail to understand what these highly paid officers will 
direct, Hujierintend or supervise except clearing off files from day to 
day. At least red-tapism must go from the Department of Agriculture. 

Se<ondly, where is the machinery through the medium of w^hieh the 
department may come in contact with the mass of (‘ultivators — ^actual 
cultivators? What are the w’ays and means by which the enthusiasm 
of the cultivators can be roused? Of course propaganda is a very 
valuable means of carrying the results of field and lalM)ratory rescMirches 
to the cultivator, so that he may he induced to apply these methods in 
the field. Therefore, Sir, if the cultivators are to be induced to give up 
their old methods and adopt the ui>-to-date methods, a machinery con- 
sisting of demonstrators, if possible one each in every union board, 
should be set up immediately. The best and most efficient method is 
• to build up from the bottom, but. Sir, it appears the policy of the Gov- 
ernment is like putting the cart before the horse. Ninety-nine per cent, 
of the cultivators do not know that there is a Department of Agricul- 
ture maintained by the Government. 

Further, having regard to the present crisis, I mean war cemditions 
such a machinerj’ has become urgently necessary and, Sir, this is the 
most opportune moment for decentralisation of production and distribu- 
tion. People must be kept alive to the threat of shortage of food- 
supply and supply of clothing and as the war proceeds this shortage 
must increase, because imports of food and clothing would not be forth- 
coming from outside. Sir, the most important part of the work con- 
sists in educating the villagers and induce the cultivators to produce 
more food crops and this requires intelligent propaganda on a wide 
scale. The responsibility rests on the Government to take the initia- 
tive in organising propaganda on a nation-wide scale and devise ways 
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and means on the basis of a planned scheme to meet the situation which 
will certainly arise, namely, scarcity of food and clothing as the war 
proceeds. 

With these words I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 60 , 57,000 for expenditure under the head 
“ 40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100 . 

’srrfir m ^ 

’pnr (^c*TC^reTtTt?r 

■4^ ^ ^ 57 1 (7 80 
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Mft ftURENDRA NATH BISWAE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Khan 
Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan has criticised the policy of the present 
Government regarding the fixation of acreage for the cultivation of jute 
during the next year. Sir, in his enthusiasm, my honourable friend 
Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan has forgotten that he criticised the 
policy not of the present Government but of the past Government. To 
show his spit© against the present Ministry he has bitten not only his 
own nose but the noses of all the leaders of his i)arty, I mean Sir 
Nauimuddin, Mf. H. S. Suhrawardy and Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. If 
the present Government hns don© any wrong, it has done by giving a 
good-bye to the poUc>’ of the old Government of selling the secret of 
the jute policy to make money in the Fatka market. The policy of the 
old Government was definitely a policy of indifference to the interests 
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of jute-growers. I shall presently prove my case. Sir, what hM 
happened with regard to the fixation of jute acreage during the present 
year? I am a member of the Jute Advisory Board. The J ute Advisory 
Board sat in September last to recommend to Oovemment about the^ 
acreage on which jute should l)e produced in the country. We the 
majority of the members of that Board recommendeil to (Joveniment 
for the production of jute only in one-third of the total acreage. Our 
recommendation was turned down by the past tinvernment of Bengal. 
The past (rovernment of Bengal entered int«» a gentlemeirs agreement 
w’ith the (Tovernment of India for the production of jute in 5/8ths of 
the total acreage. They did ?iot care what would befall to the lot of the 

jute-growers it there were ini purchasers. They also did not <are to 
safeguard the interests of jute-growers if shipping facilities were not 
obtained owing to war conditions in the Pacific and elsew'here. 
What did the present Government do? The Hon’ble Chief Minister 
and the Hon’hle Mini.ster in charge of Agriculture and Industries went 
up to the Goveniment of India and discussed with them about the 
necessary acreage of jute production. Thus, the present Government 
proved lK*yon(l doubt to the Government of India that the requirements 
of the Goveniment of India to supply the orders of the United States 
of America and the United Kingiloin could he met by producing jute 
in a maximum of 50 per cent, of the area of the total acreage. 

Sir, the Hon’lile the Commerce MemU^r of the Government of India 
was satisfied with the evidence that we could produce before him and 
he readil.N agreed to redme the acreage from 5/Sths to one-half, that 
is, he agreed to reduce the total iiereage by 1 /Hth. That means the 
release of six lakhs ot acres of land from jute which may well Is? 
utilised for paddy cultivation. This result it was possible only for the 
present (jo\ernini‘iil to achie\e, IsHause it lelt sincerely for the hanl 
lot of the jute-growers. The most important point to which the pre- 
vious Governmeni did not give any importance was the question of 
immediately releasing as much land as jiossible from jute cultivation 
becau.se of the shortage of paddy in the country as u result of no rice 
being any longer im{Hirted from Burma. This point was pressed before 
the Government of India, and the Government of India readily agreed to 
release as much land a.s possible from jute cultivation. 

Now, Sir, the position is this that by this time the license for jute 
cultivation on b/Sths of the total acreage has already been issued and 
what Government now proposes to do is that propaganda should be 
made throughout the province and especially in all jute-growing unions 
for voluntary restriction of jute cultivation. But I am certain that 
the present Government has got an assurance from the Government of 
India which the previous Government did not care to obtain from that 
Oovemnient. The present Government has got an assurance from the 
Government of India that if jute is grown on 60 per cent, of the total 
S 
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acreage the latter would aee that all jute is purchased by the shippers 
and the mills. And even if jute is not shipped from the shores of 
Bengal, the Government of India would see that jute was sold and 
•proper price was given to the cultivator. It does not, therefore, matter 
much if shippers are not able to export jute to foreign countries for 
want of shipping facilities on account of the guarantee that has been 
given to us and which is a most notable achievement on the jrart of the 
present (iovernment. Another guarantee that has been secured is that 
the Government of India would see that the price of jute does not fall 
below a certain standard 

Mr. AHMAD HOSSAIN: What is that standard? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The standard has not yet been 
fixed. The price of the middle ((uality of jute has not fallen below the 
normal level. But if it falls below that level the Goveriiinent of India 
wall see that the price does not fall below that standard. 1 (an tell 
the honourable inenilxTs that this is the first time in the annals of thi.s 
Governineiit that the Bengal Government has lM»en able to go a longer 
way than any pre\iouH Government tov\ards the fixation of the price of 
jute. 

Now, Sir, I expected that the Opposition whether it Isdongs to the 
Official Gongress or the Muslim League would table a motion tor a 
reduction in the ex|>enditure on jute activities. Buj>ees .‘15 lakhs has 
been provided tow'ards expenses for the regulation of the cultivation 
of jute. Honourable members on the other side also know that this 
work of regulation of jute cultivation can be satisfactorily done at an 
expense of not more than Us. H lakhs. Why then so huge a sum as 
Rs. .‘15 lakhs has been budgeted? I can tell the House that this 
Budget was not the making of the present Government hut was prepared 
under the aegis of the past Goveniment and the present Government 
has only dotted the i’s and cro.s.sed the t’s. The estimate of Rs. 35 
lakhs was made by the jirevious Government. The House is already 
aware that there was a huge waste of public money under this head — 
at least Rs. ‘^5 lakhs, and money w’ould have been misspent had the old 
Government l>een in jwwer at the present inome’it. I know the reason 
why so much money has been budgeted under this head because the 
major part of this Rs, 35 lakhs would go to the pockets of the proteges 
and the supporters of the late Ministry, and I can tell the honourable 
memlx^rs that this estimate will be considerably curtailed. I know that 
that is a thing that would go to stop the activities of some of the piro- 
teg^s of the late Ministry in making money at the Fatka market, and 
that is the reason why those disgruntled persons have gone over to the 
Opposition. 

With these words, Sir, I support the Hon'ble Minister in his demand 
for grant under “40 — Agriculture^. 
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Mr, I. A. CLARK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I listened with g^reat 
interest to the 8j>eech made by my honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal, and 
especially to the remarks he made on the subject of sugarcane. While 
paying a tribute to the work done by the Agricultural Department^ 
within the limited resources and inadeipiate staff with which it ia 
supplied, I feel that there is room for improvement in some directions 
and especially with retrard to the manner in which it deals with this 
sugarcane problem. 

It has been said more than once that it is a i»ity that there are so 
few white siurar factories in this province, as compared with the 
neighbouring provin<‘es of Bihar and the T'niterl Provinces, although 
the climate and the soil <»f Bengal are just as good. There are five 
sugar factories in this j)rovince with a nominal capacity of btM) tons of 
cane j)er day or ov(‘r, and one or two of smaller capacity. 1 have seen 
it stated that sugarcane in much greater ipiantities than these factories 
can consume is produced within the ]>rovince every year. 'Phis con- 
clusion is arrived at by comparing the cr(»p of sugarcane as esfimate<l 
by the Agricultural Department with the maximum (juantity of cane 
which the factories in the aggregate can consume. I believe that the 
crop is ()ver-esti mated. The estimate is based on a supposed average 
yield (»f <')4() maiinds per a<Te and I am sure that the averag(* cultivator 
seldom gets sinh a yield It is <|uite tnn*. however, that throughout 
the pn)vince more cane is produced than is suffieient for the needs of 
the white sugar factories. Why, then, is it that, with the exception 
of the 1940-41 crushing seastm, when large quuntitie.s of sugarcane 
were planted, the white sugar factorie.s have always been up against 
a shortage of caney This sh<»rtage has Ihuui particularly marked this 
cru.shiug seaaon. 

One of the largest of the five factories to which I have referred baa 
•a capacity (»f at least 1,(KK> tons of cane per day and in a normal 
crushing season of, say, 120 days it will crush over lakhs maunds 
of sugarcane. It has already comjdeted its 1941-42 season with a crush 
of less than 14 lakhs of maunds. The other factories are also short of 
cane. 

The factory with which I myself am connected is fortunate in 
having a large area of land on which it can grow it.s own cane and we 
shall l)e able to go on crushing for two or three weeks longer, but so 
far as cane from cultivators is concerned the supplies are already 
nearly exhausted. If we did not have cane lands of our own we w'ould 
have had to shut up shop long ere this. A large proportion of the 
cane grown throughout the province is grown in areas too far distant 
from the white sugar factories to be of any use so far as they are c<in- 
cerned. It can only be used for the manufacture of gur. But, if the 
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Agricultural Deparimeat will take steps to encourige the planting o: 
ittgarcane io areaB within an economic distance of the factories, it will 
^do a great deal for the benefit of the cultivators in those areas. 

Sugarcane is a money crop. Next to jute it is probably the most 
important money crop grown in the province. Provided that the all- 
India sugar situation justified the erection of more sugar factories in 
llenga], which, in my opinion, is not the case at present, I would be 
glad to see further factories springing uj) and the condition of the 
cultivators improved hut, before we reach that stage, it is imperative 
that there should be enough cane for the factories that do exist. 

I am sorry to say that many of the cultivators obtain a very poor 
yield of sugarcane from their cane lands. Much could be done by the 
Agricultural Department in the direction of teaching the cultivator 
the l>eKt methods of cultivation, other speakers have referred to this, 
and in dissuading him from taking more than one ratoon crop. 

Hut the most important way in which the Agriiuiltural Dej)artment 
can assist the sugar industry in this province, and it must Iw remem- 
bered that the prosperity of the factc^ries and that of the cultivators 
are bound together, is by the introduction of improved varieties of 
cane. For some yeais past the variety of sugarcane known as CO. 213 
has been the stand-by and has given very good results. It is easy 
enough for a cultivator t(» reserve out of his current crop sufficient 
seed of this variety for the next year’s cro]). Hut ('(). 213 is no longer 
giving such good results us it used to do. It is becoming very sus- 
ceptible to <li.sease. It is no longer giving the ‘‘lecovery^’ which it 
used to do. Now, this season the experience of all the factories has 
been that CD. 213 has given a very j)oor recovery. New varieties 
of cane have lieen evolved at Coimbatore and other places which give 
a much l>etter recovery than CO. 213 is now giving in Bengal but for 
the cultivator the problem is, “How am I to get hold of a sufficient 
quantity of seed of those new varieties” I' With considerable difficulty 
w© in our factory, I should say our ])lantation, have been able from 
time to time to get from the Bengal Agricultural Department sufficient 
seed of a new variety to plant one acre of land. This .should give us 
in the next season sufficient seed to plant 12 acres and in the season 
after that 12 times 12 acres, i.e., 144 acres. As we have 3,000 acres 
of land suitable for cultivation, I leave the House, many members of 
which, I doubt not, are ex|)ert mathematicians, to work out how long 
it will take me before I can be producing a new variety of cane in 
sufficient quantities. (Dr. Naunaksha Sandal; Twenty years.) If 
this is the expeirence of a big cultivator that of the smaller ones must 
be exactly the same for, although they ret|uire much smaller quantities 
of seed of a new variety, there are a great many cultivators. If there 
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were more experimental farms and the area of land held by the Agri* 
cultural Department were larger more seed of suitable varieties to 
take the place of CO. 213 could l>e supplied to the cultivators. Farms 
should not be merely experimental; they should l>e able to supply seed 
and get new varieties going, not only of sugarcane but of other crops 
as well. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN; Sir, I rise to say a few words with regartl to 
the polity regarding jute which has been pursued by the present 
Government. In spite of the eulogies which have Wen show^ered 

by my friend Mr. Bisw’as in his new role 1 feel that the present 

Ministry has not risen to the occa.sion which was demanded of it. It 
is a matter of common knowledge when the Government of Bengal 
fixed the acreage for the next year at 10 annus of 1940 the situation 
was absolutely different from the situation in which we are at present. 
At that time Japan had not entered th(‘ arena and it was <|uite obvious 
that on account (d the assurances given hy the United States there 
might be a good demand of jute in (be next year. Hut every one of 
us knows what radical chamres have taken ])luce in the international 
field at present. In ^iew (»f the in.Necurity of the various oceans 

through which wc can expoit our commodity, in view* of the situation 

with which we are faced and the transport difhculties which have been 
increasing and which are likely to iiuTease in future, 1 do not think 
that the Government is justified in sticking t4) the 10 annas acreage 
which was decided in circumstances absolutely different from the cir- 
cumstances today, 

A few days ago the Hon’ble the Chief Minister issued a statement 
with regard to the policy of Government on jute. I have got that 
statement Wfore me. I find that the statement is a very halting one. 
•The (Government of Bengal is not depending upon the economic forces 
of supply and demand which will regulate tin* price of jute in future 
but it is de|>ending upon the extent of help which the Government of 
India is likely to give if the price of jute falls below a jmrticulur 
standard. What that particular price is we do not know*. WV know 
it for a fact that the price which the Government of India thinks to 
be the iiiinimum is not the minimum which the ]w*<^ple of Bengal think 
to be right and the Chief Minister should explain to the House as to 
what is the price which the Government of India thinks to be the 
minimum price and what is the mode hy which the Government of 
Indiw considers it to he possible for it Ui come to the rescue of the 
growers of Bengal in case the price of jute gws Wlow the minimum. 

I am quite sure that no amount of Government intervention can secure 
the result which is possible by the free play of ec^onomic forces. I am 
quite confident that the Government in the situation in which we are 
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today should have taken immediate steps for curtailment of the acreage 
which is to be grown in the next year. From the statement which the 
^Chief Minister has issued we find that he is perhaps not satisfied with 
the assurances of the Government of India and he expects to make 
some announcement in a very near future. It is said in the statement 
“We are still in communication with the Government of India and in 
the Hhortest possible time we. will be able to announce our decision’'. 

I do not know, Sir, what is that shortest possible time. As a matter 
of fact the season for growing jute is coming very near, or rather it 
has already started. Now for the Government to say that it is still 
in communication with the (iovernment of India to decide upon this 
issue seems to be that the Government is not serious al)out the problem, 
and 1 am constrained to huy that in .spite of the fact that we had our 
grievaiK'cs about the jute policy which was followed by the past 
Ministry wc iinist admit that they were more vigorous in the execu- 
tion of their policy — whether it was right or wrong — than what we find 
today under tlie present Ministry. 

Sir, 1 do not wish unneces^aril\ to critici.se the actions of the present 
Government but I do think that in this <*ase the Government has failed 
to do its duty. 

One thing more. EverylMuly knows that there is an acute shortage 
of food suj)]tly. As a matter of fact wheat is not available in Calcutta 
and wheat is sold at the rate of Its. 17, Rs. JH and Rs. 20 per maund. 
Governiuent has not done anything in order to alleviate this condition. 

Then M} far as rice is concerned we cannot get our su])ply from 
Burma and naturally. Sir, theie will be serious shortage of food in the 
near futuie to come. Jf the area wliich is l)eing cultivated under jute 
is cultivated under food crop that will give more relief to the people 
of Bengal in the circumstances in which we are at present than the 
cultivation of jute. 

Sir, I have been asked by my friends to suggest that in those lands 
where nothing but jute could be grown, there jute should be grown. 
But in the lands on which paddy and other food articles can he grown, 
Buch articles should l>e grown on those lauds, because we know what it 
will mean to us if there is a shortage of food. I hope the Hon’ble 
Chief Mini.ster and the entire Ministry will give this problem proper 
attention us this problem is a very serious problem and no amount 
of hesitation will avail. 

Mr, AHMED HOSAIN: Mr. Deputy S{)eaker, Sir, I rise to sup- 
port the cut motion moved by my friend, Kban Bahadur Aulad Hossain 
Ehau. 
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In this connection, Sir, I like to point out that the assurances 
which the Government of India gave to the Government of Bengal 
need niuHi clarification. Some friends fnmi the opposite side have^ 
made much of these assurances. Rut when we study these assurances, 
we find that they are vaj^ue and valueless. (Government say that they 
will come forward to p:rve relief if the price of jute reaches a certain 
limit. It is (piite vapue as to what is the limit at which the Govern- 
ment of India will come forward to help. Then u^ain Government 

that they will hel]) to the utmost limit. Now% Sir, what is the 
utmost limits Will they huy up all jute produced in RenK:nl at a 
price wliich ec'ononiic and profitahle for the cultivat(»rsy Are they 
goinjr to fix a minimum jirice at which they will huy^ These are 
question^, Sir, which need elucidati<»n. 

The previous speaker, Mr. Julan, has dealt with these points. 

In this <M)nnection, Sir. I would like to deal with another point. 
Rene'al is fa<ed with a daiifrer ol the first magnitude. In tlie last war 
we know that (termany fell <»n account of vulncrahility in food crop 
and not due t(» any other reason. N(ov we see that Ren^’‘al is ^'oinfi^ to 
he made vulneralde on food front. There is no endeavour from the 
<j(»vernmeMt to make Rental stroiij^ on food front. The situation with 
whi<*h we are faced re(|uires that all avuilahle land in Rcnjral should 

be utilised for ^rowin^ food crops. Sir, m Kn^land and other coun- 
tries. We hejii that all available lands are beinf; utilised for producing? 
food crops and even roofs of hou.ses are beinjr utilised for this purpose, 
but in ReiiL’^al what is (Government p^>injy to doy As wh* know, Ren^jal 
falls short of rice every year. T(»r (Hf million jjeople the rice produced 
in Hen^^al is not suflicient. Every year Rurma rice to the extent of 
crores of maunds i.s imported. That supply we can no more expect. 
What is (Government ^:ointr to do with regard to thaty The Govern- 
*ment of India has iriveii assurances, but w’hat is the assurance of the 
Government of India with regard to foody How* w’ill they give relief 
to Rengal *in case of shortage of foody 

Tlie.-^e are the jK)iiits, Sir, which require elucidation from the 
Government of Rengal and the people of Rengal are entitled t(» know 
how they are going to l>e protected at this emergency and ciitical 
juncture. 

The Hen’hie Nawab Khwaja HASitULLAH Bahadur, el Daooas 

Sir, before replying to the debate on the different cut motioiib and on 
different asperrta I would like to place before the Houi*e certain date# 
for which I think, I shall be excused. This Ministry came into exist- 
ence on the 12th of December (intemiptions). If yon don't want to 
hear I shall sit down. Why don’t you hear meP This Ministry* came ^ 
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into exiiiUsnce on the 12th oi December, 1941, and it was finally com- 
plete on the 17th December, 1941. Sir, Japan entered the war in the 
first week of NoveniW, 1941. (Voice: December, December^ (Again 
•there w^ere interruptions.) 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: We have no such time to waste over the 
Ijistoricul bucktrrnuiiil of the Ministry. 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

And the shij)ping problem was acute for the last six months. We 
have taken office tor about two months. The members of this House 
are aw’are that when this portfolio of Agriculture was offered to me, 
I wanted t() refuse it, the reason !>eing that I had no hand in the policy 
of the Deimrtment and certain things hud hetoi done by the late 
Ministry in regard to the policy of jute which we cannot defend in 
this House, ((-ries of “hear, hear” from the ('oalition Denches*) (A 
voice fnun the Opposition: You can undo it.) K the House aware 
that the jute ptdicy of the lute Oovernment was conducted by the ex- 
Finance Minister or otherwise also the ex-Commerce Minister!^ (Cries 
of “hear, hear.”) Is the House aware that before the war my ex- 
colleague who was in charge of this Department was going to resign 

with regard to the quota (Cproar.) (A vok f : But circumstances 

have changed.) 

JiEUivi ABUL HA8HIM: The Hon’ble Minister is wasting time 
about it. We are very much anxious about the shortage of food. We 
want a straight answer. (Uproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Are you speaking on a point of order? 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please sit down and hear 'the Nawab 
Bahadur. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAH 8IDDIQI; On a j)oint of order, Sir. My 
point is whether the policy of the previous Cabinet in regard to the 
restriction of jute came under the collective responsibility of the 
Government or was it the individual responsibility of a Minister? 

Tbu Hon'btV Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQs Minister and not Cabinet. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter on which you can form 
your own opinion. 

(Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha wanted to rise on a point of order.) 
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Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Please sit down. The Chief Minister 
will speak. 

Tha Hon>bl« Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ I It seen»8 that it i»* 

impossible for the Ministers io speak in this Iloiise without interrup- 
tions from my friends on the left. 1 supffest that Ministers need not 
be asked to .speak hut to write out a speech and send it tt» the Presa 
for publication. 

Hfn DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will not allow any more interruptions. 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

These interruptions show that truth is hurting? my friend.s on the other 
side. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: You knew 

nothing? in the past. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I know what I am doin^^ and do not require anylnxly’s prompting. 

N«»w. Sir, tuy friend, Mr. Maniruddin Akhand H])oke ulKOit jute 
acreage and jute restriction which the Ciovernineiit have been consider- 
ing. May I say that I fully endfirse his view? I am already con- 
sidering if it is not possible b) revise what has lieen done in the past 
and bring the acreage d(»wn as far as possible and see if better and 
more efficient methods at u cheaper cost (‘ann(»t be adopted for jut© 
restriction. I have already said that it has l)een <lecided by the former 
Minister in regard to jute restriction. Since the Ooveniment have 
come into office it bus been felt that the question of shortage of f(K»d- 
•supply is not only l)eing felt by the province of Bengal, but also I 
think by the whole of India. When I had the opportunity of going to 
Delhi I got into touch with the Minister of (Commerce and it was 
decided that there should l>e a conference in Delhi with regard to the 
problem of food producticm. As memliers are already iware there 
are certain articles of food which come from outside the ])rovince; for 
instance Bengal depends on imported wheat, mustard and other <*om- 
modities which are essential for this Province. It is most unfortunate 
that other provinces have under certain orders tried to keep control 
over their food-supj)ly. If the other provinces do that the same 
thing* will be done in Bengal in regard U) rice. I quite realise aa the 
honourable members do that the production of rice falls short by 
million tons which used to be made good by rice being imported from 
itaugoou, but since Japan has overrun Burma it is imposaible to get 
•ucb supply from that province* In the circumstances I have alreadj 
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appointed a committee. (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: Who are , the 
fortunate ones?) A nationwide propaganda for increased acreage is 
(being inaugurated. In addition to make the best use of the acres we 
have steps are being taken to buy up all the seed known to have been 
grown from departmental improved seed in order to ensure that all of 
it is again used as seed. Twelve and a half lakhs for seed ha3 been 
authorised and a further lakhs for staff, transport cost, storage, etc. 
We have to go on two types of policy — what may be called short policy 
and long-tenn p(dicy. Of course lionourable members are already 
aware that it is very difficult at very short notice to get the produc- 
tion approximate to our needs. With regard to tlie jute problem and 
the release of certain jute lands for the purpose of increased production 
of rice, the Hon’ble (yhief Minister will, after I have finished, make a 
statement before the House. As regards my friend, Dr. Sanyal, I 
congratulate liirn on the H]»eech that he has made and I fully endorse 
most of what he has said. My friend is already aware in 1937 I had 
laid a certain policy before the Assembly and as long as I was the 
Minister in charge of this Department that jH)lic\ was carried out to 
the letter. 1 am not aware nor can I say \Nhat happened after that 
and 1 can assure my friends that since 1 took charge of this Department 
again two confeiences have been held to try and reorganise the Depart- 
ment s(» as to make it work for the benefit of the Province. One of two 
things which 1 mentioned was this, rnfortunately in Bengal for the 
extension of the Department we have not got the stuff. We have, as 
you know, alread\ opened an Institute in Dacca for the training of 
staff. Already that is accomplished. It is always insisted that we 
shouhl not hiing in staff from outside, hut if you want to make the 
Department work properly it is necessary to provide for extra staff. 
Now that the war is also on it is impracticable to get i)roper staff. 

I als(» do not deny that the amount of Hs. 50 lakhs is most inade- 
quate for a natoiii-building department of a j)roTince which depends on 
agriculture. 1 lio])e that the Hon’hle Finance Minister will take note 
that this House demands that more and more money should be spent 
on lieneficial schemes of agriculture. I have got schemes. Only money 
is wanted. Whenever money i.s furthcoming, the schemes are there. 

With these few words I would re<juest honourable members to with- 
draw their motions or I shall have to oppose their motions. 


Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: On a point of information, Sir. I would 
like to ask the Hon’hle Minister to tell me whether the Government 
contemplate any mea.sure for restricting the export of rice from thia 
province to other provinces in view of the fact that other provincea 
•have out a restriction on the export of their wheat? 
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Tfm Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I entirely with 
my friend Mr. Abdur Ruhman Siddiqi that the responaihility of 
Ministers is a collective responsibility and it is not oj)en, therefore,# 
to any Minister of the present Government to criticise any policy laid 
down by the previous Government. At the same time it is o[)en to 
us to spbniit facts to the House in order to show that there has l>een no 
break in the j>olicv laid down by our predecessors and that there has 
been such a (‘^ntinuity of policy that those members of tin* House who 
had the privilefje of sujiportin^ the previous Government should W 
careful in attributing^ motives to tlu* Ministers of the present Govern- 
ment or canyinjj their criticisms beyond reaMUiable limits. I do not 
wish to be oftensive because the problem which we are discussinj? at 
the present inomtMJl in this House in the problem pn»blcms for 
Bengal and it necessary that the combined wisdom of all the members 
of this Hounc sljould be po(»led in ord«‘r that a solution may be found 
of the difticiiltio in trout (d us. Sir, 1 may imuition that during the 
last five \cais the (*nc thing that appealed ami appears to me of gr«‘at 
importance the grt*at, immediate and urgent necessitv of taking into 
consideration all probleniN relating to jute, la\ing doun a definite 
policy and jnirsuin^ that policy with alim'st a relentless a<‘curacy. But, 
Sir, the jindilem-^ ot jute are so veiy «-ompli(aite<l. In some respects 
they are so ver\ illusive. In some respects they change* according 
to the changing i ii< um^tances ot the time. So, it is diflicult tt) say 
that Government •'hoiild whatevei may happen lay <lown a cut and 
dried p(dic> irom ^Glich there <an be no deviation. Non it so happens 
that so fui a> jute i*. < <»ma‘rned it is a common raying that Bengal has 
g^ot a monop(d_\ (d jute. What that slogan means I need not disi’iiss 
at the ])resent moment. But the ia<ts are that in spite of everything, 
in spite of the earnest efforts <d Government and in spite of the (‘ainest 
efforts of the members of the legislature, the Bengal raiyat does not 
get somehow the real benefit, the fullest lH*nefit, from the jute which 
he cultivates. 


Now*, Sir, I do not wi.sh at the present moment to go into that 
question. For about one year ray friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, made a 
very comprehensive survey of the situation and studied the question 
relating to problems ot jute with assiduity and care for which he 
deserves the highest praise. As a matter of fact he really turned out 
to be a jute expert and it was really jdeasant to find that even those 
who tt'ere in the market or who were experts in the Government of 
India could not (’n»ss sw(»rds with my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, without 
admitting that he knows practically all that is necessary to know for 
dealing with the problems of jute. That being the position when the 
War (*louds were hovering in the horison in the East we felt that a 
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very difficult situation was in front of us. We were forced by cir- 
cumstances to negotiate with the GoTernment of India because the 
Government of India deliberately gave an indication that in case we 
arrived at any declaration of policy without their consent they will 
withhold from us whatever help and assistance we had been getting 
from them and possibly also their sympathy. Xow, Sir, some of us 
undertook the journey to Delhi but nothing very definite was decided. 
All that we got was that the Government of India agreed to help the 
Government of Bengal with money or in any otlier way that experts 
miglit decide in order to keep up the price of jute at a certain level. 
Then, Sir, we found that the war was imminent but at that time 
fortunately the Commerce Member of the Government of India came to 
Calcutta and the Bengal Cabinet met him and they had a full-dress 
debate about the acreage which we were going to fix for 1942-43. 
There was some amount of difference of opinion but the majority deci- 
sion after hearing the Commerce Member of the Government of India 
was that the acTeage should be the double of what was decided on last 
year, namely a ten-anna cro]>. The principal grounds for this decision 
were these: the Commerce MenilM^r assured us that tliere would be 
sufficient demand from the United States to absorb the two-thirds crop 
and that the demand would really be so high that with the demand 
coming from the United States and other countries phis whatever may 
be the surplus of ]>revious years, the market would not W dull but 
there would be a brisk trade and the cultivator would get a fair price 
for his jute. Immediately after that we issued instructions to our 
Jute Restriction Officers to issue licences for a ten-anna crop. 
Immediately after that there was a declaration of war. That upset 
the wh(de plan and we jmt ourstdves in communication with the Govern- 
ment of India. Sir, my friend, Mr. Suhrawurdy, and Sir Xazirauddin 
w'ent to Delhi and had long conferences with the meml)ers of the 
Government of India. And when they came back the ('abinet as a 
whole decided that it woubi be advisable to accept the suggestion of 
the (bn'ernment <jf India and not to embark on any hazardous enter- 
prise wliich might end in di.saster, when it would not be possible for 
us to look to the Government of India for any help. After that, cir- 
cumstances grew from bud to worse and I along with the Xawab 
Bahadur of Dacca and two or three other Ministers saw the Commerce 
Member once again and he said that it would be desirable that we 
should sti<*k to our decision for two-thirds crop because the United 
States was still of opinion that the demand would be there, the only 
disturbing factor being the want of transport facilities. And as to 
that, he assured us that if any untoward circumstances happened they 
would come to our help. I am sorry I cannot categorically answer the 
. question of my friend, Mr. Jalan, and my friends over there aa to 
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what wouJd be the nature of the Oovernment of India's help. Sir, 
we discussed that and we felt satisfied that in the event of any diffi- 
culty the Government of India would help us. When we came back^ 
we found that the situation hud become a hit difficult, hut I am in a 
position to say that the Government of India have authorised us to 
come down from the ten-anna to aik eijrht-anna crop. Now the reason 
why the Government of Ilengal felt that Ilen^al should ^rrow as much 
crop as possible consistent with safety is heeause the Government of 
India ^ri»ve us an assurance that they would be able to supply the 
United States with all the jute that they wanted. That promise was 
given to the United States and the G<»verninent of India did not want 
to go back on that promise or the promise which had been made on the 
strength of the decisions taken by the two sut'cessive cabinets of the 
previous Government. Now, Sir, the j>osition is, therefore, this. The 
Government of India feel that they are bound by a promise whi(‘h has 
been made to the Tnited States and they also realise that the position 
in Bengal is alarming. Therefore, they have consented to allow us to 
a.sk the cultivators not to grow more than eight-anna crop but now w'e 
aru faced with a new ditticult\. Li<*euces have gone out for a ten-anna 
crop. The cultivator does not understand all these licences and all 
these finani ial and economic problems. Having got the jiermissiou it 
is only human nature that he will sow u.s mueh as he can. All that we 
can do at the present moment, and that we are doing, is to ask for the 
co-operation of all sections of the House to tell the cultivator that 
although he holds a licence for ten annas he must not on any account 
.sow more than eight annas. Sir, it has also been suggested in this 
connection to take recourse to an ordinance. But I do not know 
whether we should do ihul when the Assemhly is in session 

Mr* ABDULLAH*AL MAHMOOO: The AsMemhly met on the ]fith 
.February and this mutter wa.s probably raised in that very month. It 
was suggested at that time that Government should cf.nsider the ques- 
tion of i.ssuing an mdinance to the effect that one-bulf of the licence 
quota should he fixed. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A* K. FAZLUL HUQs Apart from the fact that 
when the Assembly is .sitting, there can be no ordinance, I do not 
think t hiit the j>roblem is free from difficulty. But, Sir, what I feel 
is this.^fleally the position is an intriguing one and may I suggest 
that with a \iew to discuss the whole situation, some of my friends on 
my right and some of my friends on the left would sit with us ((’ries 
of “No time” fmm the Muslim league lienclies). Why not? We can 
do it tomorrow because we will put l>efore you certain scheme which 
has got to be considered. Now this suggestion you may or may not 
a<*cept, but we will extend to you an invitation. 
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Sir, the position is, as I have said, that the cultivator will be told 
not to go beyond 8 annas and it is open to him not to sow jute at all 
and nobody can force him to sow and we will impress upon him the 
* necessity of sowing food crops as much as possible. We will do it in 
such a way that the cultivator may be enabled to realise the necessity 
of food crops and the imj)erative necessity also of sowing as l>est as he 
can. But we cannot tell him that he must not sow jute below a certain 
limit and all that because the (jovernment oi India in conseciuence of 
our assurance are bound by pledges given to the United States and 
other (‘ountries. That is the difficulty of the situation. (I>r. 
Nai.inaksha Svnyai. : Let them bu\ up.) li that is one of the 
suggestions you make, 1 may hoar it, but instead of discussing it in 
the open House, I ma\ discuss it in a meeting this very afternoon 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The (luestion is, does the Hon’ble Thief 
Miriist(ir consider that even <S annas is consistent ^|dth safety? He 
says that we should fell the cultivators that they should grow, say, 
8 annas of the jute crop. Ten annas shoulil lie brought down to eight 
annas. 

The HOfl’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ten annas should be con- 
side red ns eight annas, 

MflUlvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, ma\ 1 put a (juestion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: AVill the non’ble Thief Minister reply if 
one (question is put? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Yes, Sir, I may. 

MlUlvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (In account of the declaration that 
has been made that 10 annas is the quota allowed, the tendency in the 
market has definitely shown a fall in the price of jute. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister not aware of it and what is he going to do for that? 

The Hofi’IHe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am advised, 
there is no such tendency at the present moment, hut it is something 
about which I cannot claim to have expert knowledge. 

Khan Sahib KAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, he cannot advise reduc. 
tion of acreage bei'ause he cannot force the Tentral Government to 
comply with the agreement that they entered with the Provincial 
Government. Now, Sir, the HoiTble Thief Minister says that reduction 
will be made up to 8 annas. I think it is the changed situation which 
has made it necessary for him to make this fresh statement. 
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Mft Wt A« M« WALKER: Will the Hou'V^le Chief Miniiiter pleaM 
iDform the House how he proposes to cut down the acreage by two 
anuas when most of the low land crop is already sown? 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IODIQI: Sir, may 1 also ask a questiouP' 
Has the Hoii’ble Minister been able to find out from llie (h>ver!imeut of 
India how much jute the American tiovernment wants? It' possible^ 
I would like to have an answer in full detail. Another iwint is, the 
voluntary effort in the past on tlie ex|>erience of the (Government hiui 
failed. America or no America, the problem is to save our (‘ultivatora 
and not the American firms. Therefore, voluntary effort and our going 
into the distric ts to reduce from 10 annas to S annas will iu‘ver succ chhI. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the question of saving 
India is also directly and remotely connected with the (]m*stion of sujv 
j)lies we cun give to the allies for fighting the Axis countries. India 
does not stand irTone nnd, as I have pointed out to the* House, W(‘ are 
still assured h> the I'nited States that the> will be able to absorb the 
jute. Whether they will be able to do so or not I cannot say. If they 
cannot, the only other alternative for us to do wcmld U* to deidure war 
on Amt‘rica, but I do not think that continvrencv will arise. We have 
got to accept their assurance. 

Sir, tht‘ diffit ulty is that the licenses have already gone out for 10 
annas crop and most ot the lands are already sown. ((Ties of “No. 
no” from the Muslim League bcMiches > It is sc^wn. I cannot <‘on- 
tradict statement ot tacts coming from m> friends who know tniire of 
the rural .situation than I do. JJut 1 imi\ say that it is [uactically over. 
(Dr N.m.ixakshv S.%ny. 4L : Low laud cultivation is over, but in the- 
high lands it is still to come.) Then, of course*, there is some hope. 
We are going to issue instructions and in this particular matter the- 
intention of the Government and the intention of the supjmrters of 
jGoverumeut and of the Opposition are all one and I am up(>euling for 
co-operation. By co-operation we expect that we will be able to avert 
tile evil that seems to be in front of us. 1 eannot say anything further 
than thi.s. We have is.sued instructions, we are going to issue a eoin- 
munique and we are going to issue further instructions. We are 
going to do intensive propaganda and do all we can and I believe that 
if we all combine, we will be able to produce good results. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan tliat the demand 
of Rs. 50,67,000 for expenditure under the head ”40 — Agrieulture” be- 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division taken with the follow* 
ing result : — 

AYEt-33. 

AMrt AkIi, MmIm M. 

AMH NaAs, Mr. Mina. 

ASM Nafeiai MMf*! M. 


ASM NaaaS, Mr, A. M. 
ASM Karfai, Mr, 

ASM UM Slfwai, MaafvU 
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Hr. 

AM«r Rafemii, llba« l ili ai f A. f. ■. 

AMsr RaHiMii 

AMar KiMkM MaliMM4« Mr. 

' AMar RaaNatf, Maalvi |M. 

AMai MaJifai, Maahrl Mi. 

AMI NatMai, Maa^l. 

AMI Naaala AhaMi, Hr. 

Akaiai Ail Mrlika, Maalvi. 

AhaMi Haw a l a, Mr. 

Aalai NfMala Kkaa, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 
Fallal Qaailr, Kkan takaiar Maalvi. 

Fatlar Mahma, Mr. (Dana). 

Faillfr takaiaa, Mr. IMyaiaatiaik). 


latwHMi.MHitttM, . 

NaaMiaiiia Akaiai* Kfcaa tatik. 

HMiaiiia AkaM. MaaMI (Tlppara). 
mrnUnmrn Akkaai* Maalvi. 

MakaaiaMi AU. Kkaa takaiar. 

Makaaiaiai Israil* Maalvi. 

Mafcaaiaiai tMilaaa* Kkaa takaiar Mr. tfai. 
Naiarallak. Nawakiaia K. 

NaaraMla. Mr. K. 

•akaka-Alaai. Hr. tyai. 
larajal lilaai, Mr. 

Vaiaf All tkaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaivi Okaaikary. Maalvi. 


NOES—IOt. 


Akial Hail. Mr. Mia. 

Akiai Nakiai. Maalvi (Mvaiaailafk). 

Akial MaiM. Maalvi (Myaiaatlaik). 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AMal Wakai, Maalvi. 

AMar Kanak, Maahrl. 

Aka NaMiia larhar, Maalvi. 

AMI Fail, Mr. Mi. 

AhaMi AH laayaiparl, Kkaa takMar Maalaaa. 
Abaivi Kkaa, Mr. lyti. 

AlfataMHi Ahaivi, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 
Aailaallak, Kkaa laklk Maalvi. 

Aaiir All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

AalaiaMia Akaivi, Mr. 

AakarAli Maalvi. 

iairaiivla , Mr. lyvi. 

taavrivv, Ibv Naa'kiv Mr. Fraaiatba Natk. 

taavrji, Mr. latya Friya. 

tarat All. Mr. Mi. 

•araia, taM Frtaikarl. 

Karaia, Mr. Faipallt. 

■araiaa, Ikv Nva'Mv Mr. IlMaira Nath, 
tail, tkv Naa'kiv Mr. laiitaib Kaarar. 
ttawav, taka Lakihaii Narayaa. 

Wiarai, Mr^ Hulk Lai. 

•Ivwat, Mr. Ivrvairi Natk. 

•bafcrakarty, taka Narvaira Nanyaa. 

Okaaiban, Nil Narvaira Natk. 
tWppvaiala, Mr. 4. W. 
tiavk. Mr. I. A. 

Dav, Hal laklk Aaakal Okaaira. 

Oil. Nai laklk Klftt tkaiaa. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Dav tayta, taka Kkafvaira Natk. 

Dav tapla. iHjat Narvaira Natk. 

DaMa tafia, MM Mira. 

Datta MaiaaMar, Mr. NIkarvaia. 
tikar, Mr. Ufvairaaath. 
laiiaial Nafaa, Kan. 

Fallal Nav, Ikv Naa'kiv Mr. A. K. 

Dkavv, Mr. Ahri Krlikaa. 
tIaMiila AhMvi. Mr. . 
ttaiilai. Mr. 0.. 1. 1. 1. 
talaai lararar Nvvalat. Hr. Ikak lyvi. 
tavaraaii, Mr. Talvl Maaira. 
trlMlhi, Mr. I. 

taraai, Mr. Daiakvr Hath. * 
tyavaiiia Ahani tkaaibvry. AlkaiJ. 

MaMkaNak. Ikv Naa'kiv Naarak takaiwr K., at 


Mavkvia All Kbia, Tkv Haa'Mv Kkaa tabaii 

Maahrl. 

NatVMally iaiMiar, Kkaa laklk HaaivL 
Nvairy, Mr. Davii. 
lirlv Abnvi Mia, Maalvi. 
iaaak All Majvniar. HML 
Kakimiila Kkaa, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 

Kaivn All Mina, laMkiaia Kawaa iah lyvi. 
Kvaiar. Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. NitbHha Nitk. 

LaklH, taka Avkatavk. 

MiFkvrtva, Mr. t. F. 

Maliaiiia Abaivi, Dr. ttafra). 

Maji, Mr. AiwaNa Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mr>. Nvaiafrava. 

Maaiai, Mr. Aainfa Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. taaka tvkarl. 

Manial, Mr. tirai Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. ivcvaira talk. 

Maaial, Mr. Rrivkaa Fraaai. 

Maairauaaiaa lilaaMkail, Maalaaa Mi. 

Mafkal Navaia, Mr. 

Mvbvia AU, Mr. Mi. 

Mvvkvrivv, Ibv Naa'kiv Dr. lyanapnaai. 

Mariaa, Mr. t., 0. I. I. 

Mahan aiaa AtraJ, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi lyvi 
Makaaiaiai Ikrablai, HaalvL 
MabaaiaMi Ivkavav, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai Ivlaiaiaa, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi. 
Mavtaiaarvai Nif av. Mr. lyvi. 

Mavtata All Dvvaa, Maalvi. 

Navkvr, Mr. Nvai Okaaira. 

Naavbvr AH. Hr. lyvi. 

Nartaa, Mr. N. N. 

Fvttlaiar, Mr. t. U. 

Fraanalk, Mr. Tarlalvkaraa. 
takaiaa. Kkaa takaiar A. M. L. 
taavlraiila Akawi, Mr. 
tay, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Nay, Hr. Dbaaaa)ay. 
tay. Hr. Haanalka talk. 

Nay, Hr. FaNraai. 
laiaraiila Akani. Hr. 
lalraiMa Akani, NaH. 
laaaatab, Dr. 
taayal, Mr. laaaaha Ivkkar. 
larkar. taka Tltaikaiaiaa. 
laa, Mr. Atal tkaaira. 
laa. Hr. D k ir a aira Natk. 
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tiak«4«ll, Mr. 

UMMMia Ali«M« Mr. 

ItMffei, •«!»« KilMtra Nath. 

Mr<ar, Bafea Utta Maatfa. 
ttarti. Mr. A. P. 


Waliar AakaMa, Maahr). 
Walkar, Mr. 4. t. 

Wartftvartk, Mr. W. til.l. 
Vaaiat Mina. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being iTi and the Nues 108, the incJtion was lost, 


The motion of Mr. NiUiinja llehari Maiti that the demand of 
Ks. bO.bTjOOO lor expenditure under the heml “40 — Agneulturo” be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

Tlie luolioti of Mr. llaliziuhlni (’homlhuri that th<* demand of 
Its. bo, 07, 000 ior expendituie undtu* the head “40 — Agriculture” l»e 
reduced by Its. 100, then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the <lemand of 
Its. 00,57,0(M) ior exj»eu(lituie under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced l)y It-^ 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulxi Maniruddin Akhand that the demand of 
Its. 00,07.001) tor expeiidituie under the head “10 — Agri<‘ult ure” be 
reduced b_\ Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motions of Mr. llanMulra Kumar Sur that tlu' demand of 
Its. 00.07,000 for (*,\iK«n(litun‘ under the head “40- -.Agriculture” be 
reduced b\ Its ]00. Wire tiierj put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kamalkrisbmi Hoy ibat tiie demand of 
Its. 00,07,000 under tlie lo-ad “40 -Agriculture” be reduced by 
ll.s. 100, wa.s then juit and lost. 

The mam motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Kliw'uja llabibullah 
Bahadur (d Dacca that a .sum oi Its. 00.07, (MK) be granted for expendi- 
ture under the lieatl “40 Agriculture” was then put and agrefui to. 


41— -Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Mr. J)eput\ S|.>eaker, Sir, gn the recommendation of His Exccllimcy the 
(iovernor I beg to move that the demand of Hs. 7,0<S,000 he granted 
for expenditure under the head ”41 — Veterinary”. 

Mr. HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Mr. Deputy Si»eaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Hs. 7,08,(K)() under the head ”41 — 
Veterinary*” be reduced by Rs, 100. The o})j(*ct of the motion is to 
rai.se a discussion on the inadecpiacy of the grant. 

Sir, it is useless to cominent on a Department w^hich is in charge 
of a gentleman — I mean the HoiTble Minister, who by birth, happens 
4 
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to be quite ignorant of the knowledge of agriculture and the agricul- 
turists. Such a gentleman has been placed in charge of the Veterinary 
J>partnient — a department which vitally concerns the agriculturists 
who constitute ninety per cent, of the population of the province. 

Sir, ours is an unfortunate country. Hence the importance of this 
l)e{)artment has not been realised and it is why this Department has 
been systeinatirally neglected. 

1 have read the Annual Report of the Civil Veterinary Department, 
Bengal, for the year 1939-40 which is the latest publication of the 
Department. In it, statements have l)een made which are based on 
truths, half-truths and untruths. I know for ceHain that there has 
been no arrangement for maintaining d(‘ath register for domestic 
animuls in this province. Yet, we find in pages 14, 15. IG, IT, 18 and 
19 of the rei)ort very definite statement showing the number of deaths 
fnmi c-ontugious diseases and other causes among animals during the 
year 1939-40. Sir, the number of veterinary staff is so very limited in 
the province that they can hardly g^i round the villages to take such 
statistics even when their services for preventive or curative purposes 
are so very rare. 1 am sure. Sir, the death rate is far greater than what 
has been stated in the report. Rinderi>est in the province has been 
creating a great havw. Every year a heavy toll of livestock is being 
taken away thereby causing immense misery to thc^ cultivators. 

Sir, domestic animals and fowls are the onl\ assets of the agricul- 
turists and a pair of bullocks is r(‘garded by him as his only hoj)e for 
producing '' So, I urge upon the l)ei)artment to provide 
more money to co|>e with sindi a devastating contagion. In the Budget 
estimate w'e find that provision has been made for the ap|M)intment of 
22 additional itinerant Veterinary Assistant Surg-eons and 20 dressers. 
This is though a bit em-ouraging but not up to the mark. More 
surgeons ought to have lK*en provided for medicine both for preventive 
and curative purposes. 

Sir, the contagion of fowl disease has taken a permanent stand in 
the soil. Some money has l)een provided in the budget for research 
only. But its medical side has been totally neglected. Some pro- 
vision ought to have lH*en made in this direction too. Sir, ver\* little 
attention or no attention has been paid to the animal-husbandry. This 
is an admitted fact. 

Sir, here I would like to make some suggestions. Attempts ought 
to W made to gather actual stati.stics of animal deaths due to various 
diseases. This can he done through union boards provided handsome 
remuneration is paid for the labour. One clinical laboratory ought to 

established in every district headquarters under the supervision of 
effic'ient vstaff and each thana should have a veterinary dispensary both 
(or preventive and curative purposes. The doctors within the thana 
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should go round the villages for propanganda work in normal times. 
They should not charge any fee for attending cases within their juris- 
diction. So, a comprehensive scheme on these lines ought to l>e pre- , 
pared to enulicate contagion from (he country. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hoti'bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, the pre.sent y of ( io\ erniiieiit is that the r(‘sponsil)ility for the 
prevention and (‘ontrol of contagions (‘atth‘-diseaseM will rest en(irel\ 
on (io\ ernniinit when'us the local bodies will Iw responsible f<n' provi- 
sifm of adeipiate hospitals ami dispensari«‘s for the treatment of sick 
and wounded cattle. 

I'nlikc other departments it is not |M>s.sible to expand the V'eterinury 
staff' all on a sudden, for the reasen that the Bengal V'et(‘rinarv (\db*ge 
is the onl\ institutum whuh pmdmes Veterinary graduates. Budget 
giant is accordingl> being increa.sed gradually so as to employ suffi- 
eient staff as Irainetl otli(‘eis hecome availalde. 

in th(* cir( unistiim (‘s stated. I would leipiest my lionourahb* 
frit'ml to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr llati/.uddin Ciiondhun that the demand of 
Its 7,(tS,ll(HI tor expenditure under the head “1 1 -- V^derinary” Ik* 
reduced l)\ Its J(MI was then jmt and lost. 

The main motion <»f the Hon’hle Nawali Khuaja llahibulah Huhudur, 
of Dacca, that the <Iem.ind oi Its. 7,(fS,(MMt Im‘ granted for expimditure 
under the head “41 — Veterinary” was then put and agreisl to. 

The House was adjourned at 11-18 a.m. till 8-80 p.m, 

Aftarnoofi Session. 

The afternoon session met at p.in. 


Conveyance Allowance of M.L.As. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before 
you take up the regular business of (lie Htmse may I submit t(» you 
that we have to come here at H-dO a.m. and then return at 12 noon 
and again we have to come here at d-dO p.m. Are we not in that case 
entitled to double conveyance allowance P 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter which conceriiH the 
Finance Minister and I have nothing to «ay. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Gan we not get any assurance 
from you, Sirr^ 

Mff DEPUTY SPEAKER: All that I can say is that the matter 
has been referred to the Finance Department. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

22— Interest on Debt and other obligations. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Sp(?aker, Sir, on the re(;ommendation ot Ili.s Excellency the Governor 
1 beg (o move that a Mini of Us. 7,000 be granted lor expenditure under 
the head “2^3 — Interest on Debt and other obligations”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHYA SANYAL: Mr Deputy Si>eaker, Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the demand of Us. 7,0(K) loi (‘X])enditure under the liead 
“ 22 — interest on l>ebt and other obligations” he reduced by Us. UK). 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion on the method of the 
issue of treasury liills and conseijuent increase of burden on the Pro- 
vincdal Exche<iuer. 

Sir, I do not propose to deliver any siKU‘ch but 1 would draw the 
attention of the llon’hle Minister to the ohser\ati(»ns made by the ex- 
Finance Secretary, Mr. Gladding', on the floor ol the House during the 
general discussion on the Budget as w'ell as by m\seif during that 
time. I would like the llou’hle Minister to deal with the jmints and 
let us be satisfied as to how far the present method is desirable as 
against loans when long-term accommodation is necessary. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, as the 

mover of the amendment ha.‘» jH>inted out, this matter was raised in 
conne(*tion w'itli the gmieral discussion on the Budget. Xow', Sir, so 
far as the wording of this cut motion is concerned, namely, abuse of 
the i.sHue of treasury hills 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I did not say “abuse”. I said 
“method of the issue of treasury bills”. 

The Hon'ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: So far as this 
method is concerned, as was ^K)inted out in connection with the year 
lf)41-42, we had to meet unforeseen expenditure in view of the large 
amounts of contribution which were made by loan and gratuitous 
relief to the agriiulturists following the heavy cyclone which swept 
over certain districts in the province. That had upset our calculations 
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to a considerable extent. If you look at the present year*s budget you 
will find that in the i-evised estimates for ^41-42 there is an indication 
of a revenue deficit of Rs. 1.0;t,(K),(KHK and it is clear that it is not* 
intended that the carry-over of treasury bills will l)e largtT than what 
is justified in the ostiiuutes. We are expe<'tinjr a crore of rupees 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Are you taking any loan? 

The Hon’ble Or. 8YAMPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: No. treasury bills. 
Treasur\ bills are justified, provided they are limited up to one year’s 
currency. And so fur as our present intentiorjs an* con(‘ernt»d, we do 
not j)rojK»se to g() iK'vond one year. If it, however, extended beyond 
one year, then of course loan would have been lUM cssarv. As 1 explained 
when giving iny rei)ly to the general <liHcussion t)f the Hudgtd, tiovern- 
inent would keep in view the eriticisins that have betui inad(‘ with regard 
to its future policy. If it were a loan on a long-ti'rni husis then interest 
at the rate of (*ven 2 per cent, would have eorne to two lakhs of rupees 
per nniiuin for everv i ifire of rupees (tii the other hand as it is our 
intention that W(‘ shall he aide to wipe* it <ifT in the cour.se of one year 
and we would not go beyond one year, I submit it is not an increased 
burden on the Provincial Kxcbe<|uer. As F have alnuuly said, the 
attention of (i(»vernmcnt has been drawn bv .Mr. Gladding and Dr. 
Sanya! to this rnattiu- and this p(dnt of view will he kept Iwdore Govern- 
inent. uitli a view to taking future decisions. 

In view of what I have* stated I hojH* j>r. Sanyal will withdraw his 
motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 will not ]>reHs it, Sir. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakshu Sanyal that the demand of Its. 7,(K)() 
for expenditure under the liead “22 — Interest on Debt ami otlier 
obligations” l)e reduced bv Us. 100, was then by leave of the Ifouse 
withdrawn. 

The main demand of the Hon’hle Dr, Syamaprasad Mcjokerjee that 
a sum of Us T,(M)0 be granted for oxjKuuliture under “22 — Interest on 
Debt and other obligations” was then put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Wh ich motion ynu have just 
put before the House, Sir? Is it Dr. SanyaPs or is it the main motion? 

Mr* DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. SanyaPs motion has lieen by leave 
of the Uouse withdrawn, and the House has just passed the main 
demand of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 

Maiftvi ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Sir, I want to bring a matter 
of paramount importance to your notice. The HonHde the Chief 
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Minister, who, 1 am sorry, is not present here now, has said that he 
has taken over on his broad shoulders the responsibilties for looking 
aft(3r the interests of the Hindus of Bengal and the Hon’ble Dr. 
Syauiaprasad Mookerjee has taken upon his broad shoulders the respon- 
sibilities for looking after the interests of the Muslims of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What does this 
mean, Sir? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is it you are speaking about? I 
cannot allow that matter to b<» brought in now. 


SO->PDrts and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on the rtK^ommendation of Ilis Excellency the (iovcrnor 1 
l>eg to move that a sum of Us. 5,T7,(M)0 he granted for exj)enditure under 
the head “JltV—Uorts and Pilotage”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Us. 5,77,000 for expenditure under the head ”80 — Ports hnd 
Pilotage” be roduc(Ml by Us. 1(K). The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the urgency of apjx)inting more Bengalees in 
the Ports and Pilotage Services, specially in the superior ranks. 

Sir, the aptitude (»f Bengalees as a sea-faring nation in ports and 
pilotage work is w’ell known, and I claim that every service in that 
de{)artment can be projK'rly inanned by suitable Bengalees and 
arrangements should be made without any further delay so that all the 
services may go to Bengalees only, and in order that this may be 
achieved at an early date training for Bengalees in every department 
under this head should be arranged for. 

With these words, Sir, I press my motion. 

The HOfi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr ]>eputy 
Speaker, Sir, 1 feel that Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal is labouring under a 
misapprehension. Pmbably he has in mind the administration of the 
Port of Calcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no. 1 know more about tins 
than the Hon’ble Minister himself does. 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I also remind the 
House that Ports and Pilotage have got nothing to do with the 
administration of the Port of C'^lcutta or of Chittagong. We are con- 
fined only to Government dockyards and inland steam vessels. 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have not mentioned the porte of 
Calcutta and Chittagong. 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; But, Sir, if there 
is any misa])prehension that should be removed. As regards the 
number of ap[)ointments we have got luily 2 European ofticers — one is 
the Sui>erintei)denl of the Narayunganj Government Dockyard and 
another is the Surveyor, who is a (iovernment of India otiicer now on 
deputation at ('hittagong. The Superintendent of Narayanganj DtK'k- 
vard was a])point(Ml jii llhtti. As a matter of fact there are no other 
officers — European or even Anglo-Indian. More than 99 |H*r cent, of 
the officers an* Bengalees and 1 do not think there is any (H'cusion now 
to consider the jirojiosul made by J)r. Sanyul. If in course of time 
Indians with sufficient and reiiui.site knowledge come forward, their 
cases will be consider(‘d. I ho|)e Dr. Sanyal will not press his motion. 

The motion of I>r. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 5,77,(H)9 for exjienditure under the head “39 — Torts and l^ilotage" 
be reduced by Bs. JOO was then put and lost. 

The motion of the ifon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that a 
sum of Hs. '>,77.(H)() In* grante<l for exfienditure under the head “90 — 
Ports and Pilotage” was then put and agreed to. 


38— Bcientific Departments. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, on the 

recommendation of His Exiellency the (iovernor 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Ks. d(),I()0 lx* granted for exjx*nditure under the head ”M(j — 
Scientific Departments”. 

^ The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY BREAKER: 1 am making a slight alteration in the 
list of business. I will take up ”47 — Miscellaneous Departments” last 
of all I will now' take up ”54 — Famine”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 wa.s given to understand that 
it will be helpful to Dr. Mwkerjee if you finish hi.s business first so 
that he may be relieved for attending to some other important 
business elsewhere. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; It was to accommodate Dr. Mookerjee 
that I made these alterations. 

Hon’ble Mr. Banerjee. 
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54 — Fdiflinda 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg* to move that 
u sum of Its. 2,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”54 — 
Famine”. 


Maulana Md. ABDUL AZIZ; Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 2,59,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be 
reduced by Rs, 100. 

^ 

\,a^.OOO\ ^00\ 

Tfiro ^ TOlt 

^ I Famine codeij CJ m fTO 

t5t?i c^rtr&^ ^ i 

Famine ( 3 ode^ij^ 'JRTTtr? (TTlsT^-tl 

T?t I fVl ^ ^ Test Relief 

vitrei I ^ C'W^ “Test Relief” 9 r=n 

Vj-vftf^ 'J:T ^ I s\7p^ ^ Teat Relief^^ 

r?i (PI ^ (pTtr^ ^' 4 ‘'tT ?t?ii i 

‘ij^ Test liiilief^^ ^ ZtCZ 0 =r 5 ?n ^ 

^ih etf^ ^=t wi*t" 

^tvr?pn ^finn i wn Tt^s 

5tin vitc^ I ^trfiTi (pm c^p 

^ ^ ^ (T’f^ tpm m ^ I to to 

*f :? ^f?- o i tnpr 

c^ ; *ff%r*n m i ^jtoi (p^fV^fe, 

(pm ^ cm i si^m^n (Pi 

\,a^,ooo\ ^ «ttc^ ^ ^ ^ i ?ff% 

^iC'S^c^ ^rh5t^?n ^rt?rTiff 

^ ft^ ^to^-mr S’tm 

^ I 'il TOPK cam suggestion C’M 

1 mi m mmt suggestion mpl^ I 

-5f«<pr'^ !pP5T^ fmn mfi" Ttm 

^^f<RFt**f (POR' ^t^tn ij^c '5 f^nn (pirc^ c^l^i 

TO t C^^ ^*1 ^*t I tfUOT ^TO, ^1%^ cm ^ ^ cm, 
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\0Ra ^nwps ^1 fv^TTu^ f^ 

vfiN5Tr?r &Hn afr? crf^ tffe ‘V^” 

?ta! (?i^ IT'S ^ csn^fw'^rr »nmr5i 

I 

f^*Tt'vicic< ai 

suggt^stion ^cf \5m3 ■■^; ^f%r>R 

tjT^’f tpif»''>ti^ ?r^'i ^JrntCJJt'-n r^r i 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Sir, I Im*p to move that tihe 
deiiiaiid of ILs. !,.^f)^^(K)() for ex|)enditur© undor tho Iii'ad “64 — Famino” 
lx* reduced by Rfi. 100. 


^vf pt ^C7t»Tr ! TSrCTl TOfi 

>D^ cn C^1 f?fr^ -i3?7tf^ (TT^^ <73RtSl 

5rtr?TT?:^^ I #^51 «jr^ =?T^T^>i c?fc^f 

cvfr=p ’^rtT^ ^p? ^ r’c5T<j b'i*> t^i ^ 

’Ttlpf bl^Oi^ ’T? work 

UPTt^ rnife-cT ^ 'aorts I 'il^ 

f^f^T? oTTpi ^rf c^rc^ Tto. c*l 

c^^fH T&i fr^Tt^ (TTiT "51 cvfr4^ c^rsmt 

(71 ^ rorp? ^ ofpr< cv ^Ppyp' c^ 

■^r^m (TFTrj i^t^i '4^ ct^ ^i r»rsr frr f^mrz 

T1 lifu C^PT ^ 7 

^ 1 : 1 71^ ^jj =n 'sft^PTpT (^5^1 '5Tr5 Tcjrr '-lift ^*14^ 

wj ^^TtiT ^ (?r5 5fi f^-^*,f c?! ^ ^ '^tz^ I 

^r=r ^5Rr?r (TTB om rz^fzp ^ — w f^- 

cMtTOPT — (Tit ^-1 Tto '5pn''4-'5f^*ii 

151^5^ I tftf^nnmi c*'f’^feTT^ (TJ GO tm ^t^?i 

C^clR WJ y’lTi <»ft^ I ^^)0*t nm rj.'Dl^X >rPT 

C^ G^l ^fo^ ^3tP5 «T'’P gratuitous ndief sf) «iT-irt^ 

^ ■‘flW'T I '4t (TI tWtl ^ ^ 

<TfH ^ ^ C4^tc4 (Ti^ <y\pf 

^ ^ ^ ^’fiTT, Wfu^ c?f^frr?!R f >, ’smr ‘^nrf^T ^ m c^ 

^f?rB' I t5TC3 ^rT^fwctc^ c«ilC45i TTi f^f% *?f^t 

CU^I 5? ^ I (TfltT^ff '5n5"!"c^‘)? «f^5 ; 4¥ gratui- 

touB relief ^ 4^ test relief work, (T|^ 9tTO ^ ^sfT 
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^ C^ CW^ ^ C^ TlR ^ 

fV 'ii^: (T^ cT-spr (m^ f^fifTir 

'm% €tOT ^f^^FIRI ft? I (7\t ?fvh sjcT^ wm 

rnsM S’tffts 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, — irtf? famine ?frs?cfe?r ?fC?rTR ?ftr5 ^ ftl 

opposition^i)? cut motion ?1 I 

Sir, ?t*5Tl niTtOT? ^'TT ^ 

famine BudgetiinS }^I ?^t*F ^f??! tf 

?f5far ?r?5t? 5p?f? feHTT'fT famine rule iTtR ‘^I'N '®rt^ 

^ I Famine ?C^ (?l ?fe^ 

?otti ftr^F ?fat? i 

'^fb'SS^i 7^773 ?ftC3fe C? famine rulec^ District Magistrate’^j Divisional 

CommissionorRvtCJf ^f?3rt"t ‘3(fRf't:5T Q 0=^3?) I 

^iM?i ?»Tn fw? ?i ^1 rtc^ ^It- 

?frm ^(%c^ ?i i -sift. ^2irc^ ’TO 

^TO? ^^*ti 

?frf?T ?f?r?W?T S^lf^r ft'^ District Magistrate Divisional 

Commissioner.fH 'ilTSTo ?1 r3?t? ’TfPnTWtC'^l? f^h 

'3 ?ry51 ?Tvr I District Magistrate '3 Divisional ('ommissionerc^ 

famine tft<f»lT '3 0f'3?tr3^ 

'^'■r? r^i ’inftrsr^ i ^ ^ ?ftr^ 

C? famine Budget^? ^1 

^firr3 Ffr?'?, ^1 famine rule 

5r[?C^ I ?rcimi ^ ?t? Tf??! Ministry^ 

T\u^ ’SFTO ?tftr5 I ^ ’srtft c? 

famine rule I 

Sir, ’®rtf? c?T?rwN?1? ?;mi ^nHFPf ?ftc^ ^ i 

'3 (?mrf^ c^? ^ i ftc^ 

c?w», (7nT?t‘5f^Qft <ii?: ^ ?t?i, 

's c^<t? r:»f I 

Sir, ?% 

??Tnr ?r?, ?fin? ir^?Tr^. ?? cmr^? i 
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Sir, w c^?rr^^^rpfNr 

'3 'sm?! fksr^ ?n5T^ ^ I cy 

loan m '3 test relief cra^Tl y??[fr^. ^1 tlT^s^C^ '■^51^ 

Tari Sir. y^'c^T cy cytywMty fi^rn 

'3 ^fyWT i]?: yr:t^ yJtycyf^r-tc'fy f^!^ y^t^ ^yi yfw y^ 

7^ — TftrtyT '3 yyf»7:sf% ^^*77 ^tyrfr'^CT yTryfy 

^y: "^'s yfTtcyry ^’‘•tt tifty'-Ti rfsrrft^f^i 

Sir, yty^79, ytyyy. cyyytM. cy'W?§i rj3f5 tjl^ 

Unions ytiftrs yf^ta; “yi ri yis” ft'^yny yrft^ ttmt 

^^1 y33t^T'7''r c^y ^tTty yryy rtr^ry Trsrvty^atfy 

yy^ fy#r yffyyi yr^i yfro yfyyto i ^T^ytyr ^3 ytryy yy^fy 

"y^tcy “firyyi bo^ y« yfryt'T? 1 ^rty 'tfy^rty-tR 'jfrri ^yfyy 1 

yyri-M'Wi •y'.r.r^vy r?^^] ’& yf^tT^y fyf^' yi 1 

’yyrty yts^.Ti -3 cTfryy fyrft Tymy rRrj ytyi '«f3‘-t"ryr‘fry 

yry ijTTY Sfbi I 

Sir. y.Trtfy^f? cytytyt^ ^ yy r^rrryy ^77. !ffyyfc«^ yryr, ^rf, 
’^3/. f^t!ry frryrryy ^yr, trgy ^ cyty. t^st relief '3 yyytf^- 

ciryy jrnri y?y yfyi fyr»fy tpTit^y r^Tn 1 7(.TTv(tir, 

5ty yf ytyffy yyy 'otyy o^yi c*^'3yty '3 cyry^ ylyyfy ^ 

yfyyt^ 1 ntfy 'yy: ^y: yf^i '-f^y^rarc^ivij -3 famine fy^TC'^ry 3ty^t^ 

yfrym'^Tryy T^yr^y yrfyc^fe yrytrs yry ^?tf%r5 y^rs yyy'>tty 
relief work ’ytTY ry yiyn yfyty y^yr fyyyy 'sr^y 


• The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, the famine-stricken and famished Minister of a province 
need not necessarily have sympathy with the views of the famine- 
stricken and famished members of the Bengal Tiej^islative Assembly 
who have dealt with the question of famine. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
S\nyal: We are not famished.) 1 am fflad, Sir, my honourable 
friend Dr. Sanyal has said that he is not so famished. (Dr. Namnaksha 
Saxyal : Ministers may be, hut not the members). 

I shall first of all deal with the observation made by my friend 
Maulana Md. Abdul Aziz. The Maulana referred to the question of 
setting up a committee for the purpose of distributing whatever bounty 
the Government could distribute to famine-stricken areas. This is a 
point of view which this Government will bear in mind, 

I next refer to the observation made by my honourable friend, 
Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy. Mr. Roy is perfectly right that Bankura 
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is one of those districts which have suffered from famine very often and 
he was taking* a long view of the matter when he wanted this Depart- 
ment to link itself up with agriculture and industry supported by 
irrigation. Well, Sir, the Government has, with the disposal of very 
limited resources under its control, been able to do something in regard 
to tank improvements. The improvements are not sufhcmnt, I admit 
frankly, especially for the Western Bengal districts where drought is 
a great enepiy to crops, but this again is a question which must receive 
the consideration of Government. 

But ] do not quite agree wdth my friend Mr. Golam Sarwar when 
he says that he has no sympathy witli the cut motions moved by my 
friends opposite. I have very great sympathy wdth the underlying 
principle of the cut motions introduced. Famine is a question on 
which it cannot be said that it concerns this Government or that 
Government. This is not the question at all. It is a question which 
must nec.essarily touch every (iovernment whether it is the present 
Government or it is the future Government of tomorrow. Sir, I shall 
certainly take note of the i)oints mentiiuied by my friend with reference 
to Noakliali. 1 am fully aw’are of the fact that the people of Noakhali 
have suffered not only from flood but they suffered also from eyedone, 
and Government certainly will do all that lies in its pow'er today to 
help the distressed people of those localities. The limited nature of 
the demand of Rs. 2. 5!), 000 in this year’s budget need not worry any- 
body, for this reason that last y<‘ur a similar budget demand was made 
but wh(‘n the distress became acute, (iovernment liad to spend more 
than Rs, 20 lakhs for the purpose of alleviating the distress due to 
famine and, God forbid, if such a calamity happens again because 
nobody in the world has any control whatever over the vagarie.s of 
Nature, then 1 am sun* wliether it is this Government or some other 
Government it is bound to come to the rescue of the distressed. 

With these (d)servation8, Sir. I hope my honourable friend in the 
Opposition will be good enough to withdraw his cut motion. 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Maulana Abdul Aziz, do you want to 
withdraw your motion? 


Maulana Md. ABDUL AZIZ: Yes, Sir. 

Tl»e motion of Maulana Md. Abdul Aziz that the demand of 
Rs. 2,59,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Ramal Krishna Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 2,59,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Prnmatha Nath Banerjoe^hat a sum 
of Rs. 2,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head *‘54 — 
Famine” was then ])ut ami agreed to. 

55 — Superannuation allowances and pensions, 55A— Commutations of 
pensions financed from Ordinary Revenues, and S3— Payment of 
commuted value of pensions not charged to revenue. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE; Sir, on the 

reconmieiiiliition of His Hxcellem-y tlo* (iovernor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum id IN be grante<l lor expemlilure under the heads 

“55 — Supei aiiiiualion aliowam es and ])i'n''ions, 55A - ( 5)nnmitulions of 
j)eiK>ion'i linaiu'ed iioni Nidinarv K<*\einn*?<» and Sd Ibiyimuit of 

eomniuted value of pensions”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr l)ei)ut\ Speaker, Sir. I 
beg to mine that tiie demand of IN. S‘l. 75.000 under tiie head “.55™ 
Su))ei annuat iiui allowances and peiiMoiis. 55A (’ommutations of 
pensions financed fnuii Nrdinarv Heverines and Sd -Payment of 

eommuted value of pensions” be nulueed by Rs. 100. The objeet of 
the motion is to iais(‘ a discussion about tlie general polmy of Goverti- 
niciit in tiie matter of grant of p<*nsioim ami jxdicy in refusing jirnsions 
to officers, the sons and daughters of whom were eonvieleil of daeoities 
or murdcis believed to be connected with suliversive activiliies. 

Sir. I beg to draw the pointed attention of the Ilon’hle Minister 
to one ease, viz., the case of Miss Suniti Chaudliiiri who was ramvieted 
and sentenced to trans|)oi tatimi for lib* in a murder ease. It is a 
well-known fact that h<*r father was an emjdoyee in a (loverninent 
olliei*. There lias never hi'cii any allegation of any eomjdieity of tlie 

father in tlie ease against his daughter. Miss Suniti (dioudhury has 

8inee been released. There ns, therefore, no reaHfui why Government 
should refuse jiension to the father of Miss Suniti Ghaudhuri. I want 
to know the polii'y of the Government in thesi* matters. 1 also want 
to know win ther they are in u position to deeliye that they are prepared 
to grant any pension to the father of Miss Suniti (Jhaudliuri. This i.s 
u reasonable reejuest and I hope that it will he complied with. 

AVith these words, I eommeml my motion to the acceptunci* of tlie 
House. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr Dhiremira 
Nath Datta has in his motion referred to the general poliey in the 
matter of grant of pensions. Of course, he has not said anything 
with regard to this question. 1 don’t .supp<jse that he suggests that 
this general policy should be abandoned. 
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As regjjrds the second clause, he asks what is the policy in refusing 
pensions to officers, sons and daughters of whom were convicted of 
dacoities or murders believed to be connected with subversive activities. 
I am to say that there is no policy of the Government in respect of this 
matter. Jn fact, I find that during the last ten years there has been 
only one ease and that is the case to which my honourable friend just 
now referred. There is no application for reconsideration now pending 
before (lovernment from the gentleman who was a former Government 
servant. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A HATH DATTA! There wa.s an application 
previously made w'liich was refused by the past Government. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Wh at I mean 
to say is that there is no application now' pending before Government 
and if any application (monies wdiich w'ill contain facts which would 
justify a reconsideration of the matter, I shall look into the (question. 
But the a])plication must come before (iovernment before I can say 
anything. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; In view of Ihe assurance given 
by the Ilon’ble Minister, 1 beg leave (d the House to withdraw' my 
motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Is there un> objection:^ 

(No objection was raised.) 

The motion of Mr. Dhireiidra Nath Datta that the demand of 
lls. (Sd,7o,()00 under the heads “55 — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions, 55A — Commutations of pensions financed from Ordinary 
llevenues and 83 — Payment of commuted value of ])ension8“ be reduced 
by Us. KKJ, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that 
a sum of Us. 83,75,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
“55— Superannuation allowances and pensions, 55 A — Commutations 
of pensions financed from Ordinary Uevenues and 83 — Payment of 
commuted value of penfgons“ was then put and agreed to. 


56 — 8tattonery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund- 
Government Presses. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Ks. 24,49,40(1 he grouted for expenditure under the head 
“5(>“- Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — 
Government Presses”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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57 —Mi$cellafi 60 iis. 

The Hon’bi« Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, on the 
re(‘ommen(lation of His Exoollencv the (lovornor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Its. 14, 09, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“57 — Miscellaneous”. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 14,09,000 for expenditure urnler the head “57 — MiHcellant‘ous”, 
be reduced by Its. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discus- 
sion about the policy in the matter of exj>enditure orj a(’coiml of State 
prisoners and detenus. 

Mr. l)ei>uty Speaker, Sir. I beg to draw the attention of the Hon'ble 
Miiii.ster to the fact tliat the number of sei'iirity j)risoner.s under tln‘ 
Defence of India Itules up to the .‘lOth of Si‘j>temln‘r, 1941, was 529. 
After that the number iuis ('ertainl> con.siderably increased but allow- 
ances have been granted to dejiendants of 20 such jiristuiers only, A 
large niimlier of application.s praying for the grant of allowances have 
been r4‘jected Even in the ease of 20 sucli juisoners the muximiini 
amount tiiat has been allowed to emdi is Jts. 05. That will appear from 
the answei to (juestion Ni>. 140. Again in answer to tjuestion No. 71 
it was admitted (hat theie were many students who were going for 
examination and had a^ked lor examination fees and for the jmrchuse 
of text book^. That reijnest was refiined. So, I beg to submit that 
the amount that ba,*< been alb>tted tor State prisoners and iletenus, 
VIZ., IN. Hl.O(K). is extremely inadeiiuate and (lovernmeut jmlicy in 
this matter shoiibl be revised. Allowmnees have Imm-ii refused in almost- 
all cases. Previously in the \ear 1914 when people w^ere detuineil 
under the Defence of India Rules detenus were granted large amounts 
as allowam es and as a matter of fact all the detenus had been granted 
allowances. S(» far as the policy of the present Govi'rnment is con- 
cerned it set'ins that tin* policy needs to be revised. There are a few 
more cases in which allowances should have been granted and out of 
529 cases of seiunty prisoners — I think the number has gone up to 700 
iKtw — only in 20 cases allowaiues have been granted and the allow’ances 
granted are also extremel\ meagre. So the jiolicy of the (iovernment 
should be changed. Ah regards the stmlents they should be su})plied 
with examination fees as well us text books. 

AVith the^'C few words I commend my motion to the aceeptanc^^ of 
the House. 

Th« Hon’ble Or. 8YAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: Sir, reaUy this 
is a matter which the Hon'ble Horae Minister should reply to. But 
I can say this. The honourable member has referred to the general 
question of policy and this matter is now under the consideration of 
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the present Government. One of the Hon’ble Ministers — the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee — has been requested to prepare a 
scheme as to how the grievances which have been mentioned in general 
by the honourable member can be substantially met, so that the 
honourable member may take it that the matter is receiving the consi- 
deration of Government. 


Mfi KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: When will the scheme be ready r* 

The Hon’bie Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Before we meei 
next time, I hoj»e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We may not meet at all. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 hope that m 

view of wliat 1 have said the honourable member will withdraw his 
imdion. The matter is receiving the serious attention of Goveinmeiit 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
lis. 14, 09, 000 under the head “57 -M iscidlaneous” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then j)ut and lust. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee tliat 
a sum of Ks. 14,09,00(t be granted for evpemhture under the head 
“57 — Miscellaneous” was then put and agreed to. 

Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 0,41,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“Interest-free Advances”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advances bearing interest. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
u sum of Rs. 90,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“Loans and Advances bearing interest”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, may I have your permis- 
sion to move the motion standing in the name of Dr. Sharat Chandra 
MukherjiP 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. I Wg to move that the 
demand of Ils. 90. 18, (MU) under the head “Loans and Advances bearing 
interest” be reduced by Its. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a 
discussion on inadequacy of the advances for the working of the Bengal* 
Tanks Improvement Act, defects in the matter of working the schame 
under the said Act and failure of Government in removing these 
defects, I move this motion only to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to these things. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 90,18,000 for exi>endituie under the head “Loans and Advances 
bearing interest” be reduced b\ 11s. 100. The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the rules and |)rocedure followed in advancing 
l(»ans on various accounts. 

Sir, from a study (»f the Budget at pages 141 and 142 of the Red 
Book it will be found that during the previous years certain sums of 
money were allotted for advance to local bodies and other institutions 
but the loans could not be fully utilised, and when this matUr was 
taken uj) in the Public Accounts (’oinmittee it was revealed that these 
amounts could not be utilised because of certain rules which prevented 
local bodies from fully coming up to the standard laid down to enable 
the* Government to pay the money. We have been insistently demand- 
ing that certain measures 1m* taken by Government to enable the 
utilisaticm of these sums (hat are allotted from year to year. 1 am 
jiarticularly drawing attention to two items — one is the loan to the 
Tollyguiige Mnni<ipality of Ks. To, 1)00 for the year lfMl-42 which 
could not be utilised. This sum was allotted to them to enable the 
construction of an embankment to prevent the flooding of a very 
important portion within Tollygunge municipality. The Municipality 
could not come up to the standard laid down by the Government and 
as a result the people are suffering. Secondly, you have at page 142 
another item of Us. l,(Kh(KMl allotted under rural water-supply out of 
which only Rs. 21,009 could l>e utilised in 1941-42. We have again 
provided another lakh of rupees for the coming year. Sir, I appre- 
hend that unless the rules are modified and the procedure followed in 
advancing loans is changed it would be impossible for Government to 
make proper use of these sums allotted and it may difficult for the 
people to get the services of which they are in great need. 

Sir, I would also draw attention to another class of loans, for 
example, that under the State-aid to Industries Act. Here, Sir, the 
complaint is otherwise. It is not that in this particular case the 
Government found difficulties in advaacing loans because the local 
bodies or any institutions could not come up to the standard laid down ; 
5 
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on tlie contrary, we find that in cases of this particular class of loan 
BuBcient attention was not given, because the rules are such that the 
Committee or the Board of Industries could dispose of the applications 
under certain arrangements and they could advance money for schemes 
which may or may not be fruitful. Here, Sir, another kind of amend- 
, ment is called for. I would like the Government to examine the 
various rules, conditions and procedure for advancing loans, and I 
hope the present Ministry will apply their mind to facilitating the 
utilisation of public fund in larger amounts in nation-building services 
and at the same time they will maintain a proper check on the 
expenditure on such accounts. 

The HOfl'bU Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE; Sir, the motion 
moved by Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji or rather on his behalf by 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta refers to the working of the Bengal Tanks 
Improvement Act. It appears that so far as this administrative Act 
is concerned, it is based on the reports and demands which are received 
from the District Otficers, and if in any particular instance it has led 
to hardship and that is brought to the notice of the Government, 
Government will certainly look into the matter. Sir, what actually 
happens is that the Revenue Department here in Calcutta proceeds on 
the demands which are made by the District Officers who in their 
turn act on the basis of the provisions of the Act, 

Then, Sir, with regard to the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval, 
the subject-matter raised here is very vast, viz., rules and proceclure 
followed in advancing loans on various accounts. Here the matter 
presents some difficulty. 1 have had occasions to deal with a number 
of cases where I felt that wliat Government was going to do might 
cause hardship to certain institutions. What happens is that the loan 
is sanctioned subject to certain conditions which are to be fulfilled 
by a particular institution and if those conditions are not fulfilled it 
is hardly possible for Government to make the grant in spite of thf» 
fact that the conditions have not been fulfilled, simply because the 
interest of the public would otherwise suffer. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. You should relax the conditions. 

Tht Hon'ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The question of 
relaxation has been considered in some cases, and the Departments 
concerned recommended that the conditions should be relaxed. But, 
Sir, the attitude of the Finance Department generally is this : if it 
were considered essential by the Department that those conditions must 
be fulfilled before the loan was made, then the Finance Department 
must insist that the conditions must be fulfilled. On the other hand, 
if relaxation is thought desirable then the conditions should not have 
been fixed so rigidly in the first instance. 
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Dr, MALINAK$HA 8AMYAL! Your contribution in kind or labour 
might be substituted for money coutributious. 

Th$ Hon’bie Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEi: That ia a 
proposal which has also got to be further considered, for that also 
may lead to consequences which the honourable mover himself might 
be anxious to avoid. As I have indicated this matter is receiving our 
attention. I have already seen the remarks made by the Public 
Accounts Committee in connection with the delilwations of which 
both Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri played 
a very large part. 1 hope it will bt^ possible for Government to adjust 
the rules in such a manner which will ensure that minimum financial 
control which is necessary in such cases and which will be at the same 
time consistent with the public interest. In view of this, Sir, 1 ho|K5 
Dr. Sanyal will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 90,13.000 for expenditure under the head “Loans and Advances 
bearing interest” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs, !)0. 13.000 lor expenditure under tlie head “Loans and Advances 
bearing interest” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then by leave of tho 
House withdrawn. 

The moti(ni of the ILm’ble Dr. S>amapraHad Mookerjee that a sum 
of Rs. 90,13.000 l)e grante<l for expenditure under the head “Loans 
and Advances bearing interest” was then put and agreed to. 


47— MisMilaiiMut DeptitmtnU. 

The Hofi’ble Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKIRaEE: Sir, on the 
recommendation of the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 5,18,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
laneous Departments”. 

Sir, the cut motions here relate to the policy of the Labour Depart- 
ment and any reply which has to be given will be given by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Labour Department. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir. I l>eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5. 18, (KM) for expenditure under the head “47 — 
Miscellaneous Departments” \w reduced by Rs. 100. 
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SftsT ^0^ <Jil? OT^ 

jdo rr^ ^1 ^ rnn:^ ; m ^ ^ 

o‘\:/ (rm c^^fi ^ c^ c^f^rt^ <5 

^^rf^TOT 3itf^ ^^51 ^ c^ ?rmi i 

'srtr'»fm ^ tp:^ <yn:^ tpt c’tniw 

tpr5T^ OfT?^ ri75 ^t*itfH{l<“f 

(Pfi m ^siMiOT i^''fi (Tfc^ ^ isjt ^ 

w^(Rrtf^ 'Q ^<c95ii orci 'q jrfM 

*ifl8-flt^ ^jfgKf^^t’^ c^?«f I 

ctft^lTPr’o Mtff? ^ f^cir ^"5^ <4*^ 461? 

4^4 ctft^^rP^ ctrttft^ ^ ^ i?c^i 

fifi c>?^5Tt^ !lff^ f^otr-sr? ^ (Trs?n 6 ’4 <4^5R 'irfe ^sPrm^ fiffr, 
301^^ OTcertm c^pT fri c^i^i 3?fi 

»CT n*f^8 <<ttr3f3;T ^4^ 4? ctrrctrf^ prognoeia ^ C^ I 

vil? ^ Of Sfej CW ^rfe? 7T05 firPl !l1^ t5^- 

cvfr^ BTir Wt ifft^of? frcir^, srt 

■fPs*, 4f?^T'$, ^ 4nr Tc?c^, i (TT 

^istTs c^^fPrs cTtgt PrnM % ^?i i 

?r|'<tt?(7r?t-TO tffe ^ 4^^ 47T^^ft 

?C4B ^ c?t^ frffi vft?:^.i I ftp fVgsmi 4ffi 47Pr TTtf^ ^ 

c^«- <ii (PfUji f%-Ti (Ti (Tr*nR &#rc5f?r (tt^tr 

ISfi*!^ ^nrOR, c^4tr^ Sf/fCil? tprutar^ rTT^ffC^ ^ -^Tt^ 

43T? Ctrtctrf45 (??fatfiT-r^ ?C4^ VITA’S Pr^'sRT c^rtc? CST^H 

W4T, WiTfes, mi ^•ftm ^ ^ c«frf 

ftr^n cwp{ ^ c4r.5. "stof? <4? ?pr4=7 (?fR 

^ f 4? era 'Sft*^T?[ ftf^ C^, (71 4frfTf 

w c'^ ^ItsTQnk^ o^ftoT ‘<5^ — 

C4? 3[Rr^^ 5^ — ^TTWTT backward ra 4^15^1 "STO^ rai 
3ft^1 ![f43|* (TT^l 4Trf4^. '3 Of*f^ 4^C4? 

I (TFi:? amitra ^tsf im ra 40^ ? C5t^ ^Pfj cffc^ 
^ itC^fZW ??r 3!Rr05 5T7f '^l, •?! rB <<5cvs 5T4 «3 I ’^fWB 
dli’ (7f? Devil of the tamarind tree 44=4^ 

Prr^ (TT «rc^ tffifBr (titjt? ^ cn? ra? w^- 

^ ^ ftra ?fF^ I ^ ^ ?i rap 

!ipnin?lW f<0*N 'S OTRf I «il4sr3 Of fiF§ ^ ?TP5 ^ ^ I 

5tf? fra tftfm (prftr^ fww ^nrra ^jpr ^ 
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>mrm ^ igf^ 

Jirmr rm (yrf) ?fnrt«r% i ^ ^Pm (yt^ 

♦rtfe virr. blw ra s '^ ii «rsn obi^ arprti 

^1 rcp^ '^w ^ c^ 5Ttrm 

?fprm fsrrs tfvs ^ c ^ t 

's^'s »r^ ^ <TT's^ 

bt^Ri bf^rs c'4W3 bt^r^ Tr< ^ i 

’lit? ? S*t^ ^ I <?T^ C'tti^ emploj^C*^ 

evacuations^ S^ffT^ *ttit^ IJTC^ C*^S^ 

^'3, fTT^tTr^ C3iWU^ S^»T'<Fl^ IST^F^ ; S^ 

continue ‘^sTl I 'Tf^ftC^ tn3. f/>5tVTC^if ^S, 

m? m ^3^1 cn ^ r/?Ti tjCTti tnsr^ «^Trit ^irtcv 

s^* TrTJT ^ ?Frt s^ftr^ srn c^Yis^ s«fM^ 

C<trr ^ emplo\Tn» S^ ’3^^ 1^ !?'51 

^ I st y'^i OT ^nr?!, s? 

w ? ^ffirr’jR vij^ ’p? ’^imi !r%^ ’3tr*fa 

r?I Tq, ^ T?tu <iJ5T; innjT^I ^/fti:^ b3" '4«f*t'9 

®t: 3J1 f-pT.-Tp^ '-^Gr ^1 1> oCJ^I JT5W'rt S^ 

— ijqf^ ^ — (A Voice — “^ tR 

ft: *»i5 :i^t^ zn SRI ^irtfOT ^ijRi ?? 'r^i ri <^i5tii R-ft ^nfbn 
^ , I! yin bt3i ^ . ’®r3si ^TR'm'Tvrft I 'SRI Cl R iti : fti ^ 
^ft b^! 3ft ift 5’r5 3Ty‘R> rpt^ R^CJ C'tOJ s^ 

i5<in Tft^i v'.rr^ ftgi sRftcii^, yR iic^n wri 

I 3fRn IV ’Bfti ^an C3^ nv si: ci“t citin 

' m\ w scTO TOvi TRW 3R ftftnr 5^n. w^i '-ifti'S^i^ cm ci3in i 
im itftnrm ^ -np iV?i :p:i =^’13 3111 ’^tw 3R1 citRi c^tci 
ftcBTRi i^n m ^’ir6i sens ft yr bte^ftr 

SI ’^nft !ffti’Ri ir5i»i3ft *n?Pn3i] w cror aimi‘-<&«TT Cfl 

^’?ii ssft ftRfi cim vtrrt*rRi 311' <11 '-rj !fft¥ 

iJt 3TRI ’ZiTsfl ’^BrfeRt'^'f Cltmi Bttit C5?] RfRl **i'C^ C^C3J IW3 y‘C3 
C ^ f R r ftRR ; cm, BlrT??tRI 25% Ijermanent increment of wage# SI* 75% 
war-bonus ^3Ttft (RSH I it^ ’i»n sI'T 3 ri ft i 3t^ rtfRlfft^ 

mi ft|f^ ftciw^ ^ 3Rn RT ftm *^1 CVtCI progress |qR j 

S ftlW I^TTS 5T^ i^THl ift 5th columnist ^n rt si: WRf 

iren ifTOr irb "tir imi i^Vi lift’ i^'ic3 rci ci ift 

wfyfv 55!ti ft; 11^ 3CI yi cm irrt' I'rs d i ift 
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r 5l^r3 (^ci^ <r^ 

Ri 'HiJfiwif ^I'sri n^r^r? m f^st'sf ’wftc?? 

fVs iim C^C^I n-f ’pra >47 tffe^ta ’It? ^ l resmitment 
t^i crra 47: 4’tri:7 ?a ijifTW ca^s! ^firrt?? 

yj, Central Polieo^y ^ni I 4? 7? niWfOT TtTT 4sfirs ? J ft CT 

^ ■?§! 47; C^fltyfts If^ ft I OTS ^7 

« 'HyTty 7t;sTi 77^17 C77 4? 'rr'?t«r5ii? nTn 71771 stti 
1 '9 4717717 em;)loyer^ ft75 7<ltft7 7C77 I TtTtm >rffl 71 % 
?:— 

(5) 5^ni7 isrufy? aiTttn C7 477 6t7t (7557 ^styi fk- 

5t?l 

{7) C77t7 13P51 5f?l 

(0) 5T7?t 77777 yf^’tttSltsi C'ft7 C7? 77OT ^7 Bt? I 

(s) 717117 br 7^7 CT^'t 717 Tftca 71 I 

(ft) 7t7f7 ifftcit C’tBfy C77t7ra7 7^ S’TJ'? ’7f%’T77 Bt? I 

(ft) Y.7 yftfn C7C7 ^'3 7m#t7 ft? 7iTT ftg-’7r7' >ft\ 7?r^ 

!t7l ^ft\ ?|71 7 00\ 6tf 1 ’7tr7 15t31 Bt? I 

(h) 4f%7 77777 CK7C77 777 7rt'5,^‘77 lltSl^ ’7^17 ’TBtf TtTft? 

47; BtTfta 71771 Bt?l 

(br) 7t5l?77 777 C7?CaTC77 TtftC’B B77f7 ft?! ?|f3’777«7 771 77 
71771 B7> I 

(») 777ft71 C7C70r7 ft7T 71 797! »t$T7 7tft7 JOx in7l TtCa 157'31 
(50) ^15 77ft#77 7! 77 ?fP5rC77 771 >0^ if77 511:7 77ft7 13B3! 
(5b) (7^ 7? B77?r B7?l 

(5^) C77'> ’iftTlf^ 777 '3 77ft7C»7 ft7p y?C3 77:77 7l’Hf (bJtT^) 

(4 7»n 75m5 b 7? ?$:7l’07t7 iTtr^^tva c777 c^’sti 57, ?f37T7 
WJ C7?7!7 (T'OTI 5^1) 

50) C’T777 B7> I 

(4'ft:7 7C7 7:f573 5T77 C7 4773 TTlf C7 47»7 7771 ^t77 5^(58 
CTrV ftO/ftO 7-^77 *7^17 B7^ 7777 *77 Wt577 fUSBH I5l7 Bt^f 
1 47 7C» 771 77 '577 (771 777 50 T^m CTT^ BtTft 57 ft | (7P^ 

ft77 771 5X705 Xft 7577 total 7! yCH C7|7 777 gratuity C7971 5X7 
47707 47tl 77 770^ l) 
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vm#tm c^r^r ^ ^ ^ •prt? *fmf^ ^ 5t> i 
’PT? cii?=r ftFPr T?r c? 's^ ^ ^njCT 

^JiT^rsT ^ c^S c^ ^5tDf?i 'sNte w (?Trrt ; 
’StWl ^ C’TWPr ^BTSfy f%l5pr3 ?7 ^ l) 

(>a) c^ cm ’ift? ^?n -tror cmf Y^nr ^strJhr 

? fej5t^ ^ TOT T^in ftr'frtr 

I f^i OT^^ri 5fTOT <?Ttffe:nr v it < Ft ^«T l H . f%fi 

(?fp( ^nrtci srtrt^ ^5^ T^r3 <ltf5rc? 
(A voice — “Useless") ^STW? "Uselees** 

m TW? rm? to toi ^nr^, ^nftRi <1^ ^n , c<fc^ 

^ I ?rfR useless. ^ ^T?* JPTS ’^ToR 

F ?FtoTt?7?f TTO;, ^ 

^ 0 ^ ’snrf^ trf% TOi -stCT^ S<t?T wpr 

rm rir, i ^ 51^ 

Hepori on the working of the Lathi House system and the conditions 
railing- ainon^rst seanien and labour in the port of Calcutta for the 
od 19th July. 1940. to dlst December, 1941, published by 
Bhattacharjee, Deputy Commissioner, Port Police, Calcutta. 

*TR ^vti I 1939^ published THT^T, D. BhattaohArjee, 
uty Commissioner of Police, publish j ijtllTj ^ 

^ ^^’371 m c^, '3m c^for , c^5l to, dzH criA to, 

TTt5^ ^to 3m ^ c^ inr i 

\n amendment of the Calcutta and Suburban Police Act for securing 
rol over Lathi Houses was tabled and passed in the Upper House 
is awaiting passing by the liower House. 

®rfr5Tft T?r <ltf% i ’^rt^RBn '«rt‘!tTC'5ttt5i 

C^RR I 'Sft? oj^Pr 

bribery and extortion by the serangs are still in existence. Five 
hese cases were succes.sfully prosecuted in Court and in the remain- 
cases the offenders were made to refund amounts which came up 
Is. 4,870 in the aggregate. 

nRRr Cpl caee^ ^ ftoto 3m C<W 
a fto to (T971 Tnrto; ^ im 8,ir^O\ Ppn i *<<5^ 

5 ’im ¥3 w c?to ir i ’jfirt ^rtoti ^itr^ c5h cror 

Tf’l ftiTRCfl HffC-Tf fTTfl ¥fCW I 
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^ *f S ¥fir I 

«rffif c? ^ ^’csT^nr <?r ^ i 5 t^ 

c*fw TOTcgf '3tc^ c^ *4 ^ I 43 R 

5Xirr^ ?tU5 *ft^ C^9C^Tfi:¥ support 

^ 7C515 ) (7R 'srRs ^ ^ ?prTi ^ ?Tr 1 ■ii^’ 

’iffeOT ^1 ^ ^ r?r ^'3 crop^tfr ^ 

c^ < 4 ^^ c«Tf^c^ ^ firf^ >4^' c^<t^ ^5< 

^ ’JtOTT *f?r^ I f%P? f^TT^ C4nr labour movement 

^ H^, (7T^ (7f^ (TTC?) "STS C^PPPS <4Sf^ 

C5h I ^ S<1?r ^ I 'stt^ 

^Q OT ^ c^ ^ cW ^ ? 0^, c? ^‘Sf^ 

'^Tfarf? ^3trv 'ot^ri c^ <tf1!^y ^trr (TtI^ 

yc^ I ^ff5r ^ f^<l'^olc< >f3T>r3Tt ^ 4t 

W OT fT5 ^nr?! I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Haiierjee, are \()u iiioviuj^ motions 
Non. 8, 9 and 11 toj^eiherP 

Mr. SiBNATH BANERJEE: Yen. Sir The other motion relatin^f 
lo dearpess allowanee will be inored by Dr. Banerji. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. I bpf? to move that the demand 
of Rs. 5,18,0(10 for expenditure under the head "47 — Miscellaneous 
Departments" be reduced by Ks. 100. The objei't td tlie motion is to 
raise a discu>sioii about the admini>tration of Trade Disputes Act. ’ 

I al.so be^r to move that the demand of H>. 5,18,000 for expenditure 
under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Depaitments" be reduped by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the 
failure of price control. 

1 further bej? to move that the demand of Rs. t5.18,()(K) for expendi- 
ture under the head "47 — Miscellaneous Departments" be reduced by 
Es. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the 
labour policy. 

The motion regarding payment of adequate dearness allowance to 
workers, which stands in my name will be moved by my esteemed 
cxd league Dr. Suresh Banerjee. 

Sir» when the last Labour Minister whom we used to call the 
belabouring Minister was removed, we heaved a sigh of relief. And 
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when recently we jfot an announcement by the Chief Mininter, we 
were very pleased indeed, when he said: “Let Lal>our have confidence 
in us. We shall look into their grievances". 

So far, Sir, I have got to say in favour of the present Ministry, 
but I have a list, a long list of protests, grievances and demands. 
Starting with the first announcement by the Chief Minister which we 
welcome very much, I am sorry t{» tell this House that it has not been 
fully implemented. It arose in connection with the strike in Hudge 
Budge of jute workers numbering about dd.tKM). ('uses against some 
of them have not yet be**ii withdrawn and the assurances either directly 
or indirectly given have n(»t yet been implemented. This is with 
regard to the announcement it'Jclf. 

Now, Sir, there is very little time for us to dis(Miss this subject. 

I am, therefore, trying t(» give a list of all the jirotcsts that T want to 
raise. 

My first protest is that we have not been given a full Minister but 
only a half. We an* not satisfied with that. Secondly. Labour is not 
shown as an independent item in the budget di.scussion and is placed 
in "47 -Miscellaneous.” I.abour is not really so unimportant as that. 
When we know that today in the ('abinet in England about lialf the 
members come from I.abour and when even the ljt‘uder of the House 
of Commons, who has been sent to India to settle the very eomplex 
and complicate<l problems of India, is also u Labour member, to 
relegate l.ubour in this pr(»vinee to "47 — Miscellaneous" — m»t “49" 
mind you -is rather curi(»UH. Thirdly, arising out of that, even “47 — 
Miscellaneous" demand or grant is not moved by the Lalanir Minister 
but by the Finame Minister. We have no grievance against him, 
because money is to come from his pocket, (A voicK: Our jxx'ket, not 
his pocket.) yes, from our pocket but under his control. [ have 
.nothing to .say on that. But I would only like to say that this demand 
should have been ni(»ved by tin* Labour Minister, so that he could say 
W'hat he waufe<i to do about Labour, and after listening to him we 
could critici'<e him and say what we have got to say . Now. Sir, he i» 
a dark horse. Please excuse this expression. We are in very great 
difficulty to <Titi(’ise him or his policy or what it is likely to be. 

My fourth protest is that for the budget discussion lo days were 
allotted by His Excellency the Governor but we are getting only 
to 45 minutes for the whole discussion on Labour. Formerly, even 
in previous years, we used to get almost a half day which amounted 
to one and a half hours or more. 

My ^fth point is, and this is the real point 1 am coming to, that 
the policy with reference to Labfjur must be gtiided by the Govern* 
men! of India and with reference to that Sir Fero 2 Khan Noon baa 
announced the policy which is to be followed with regard to Titbour, 
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specially ih these days. That was also after a Conference of Labour 
Ministers and others interested in Labour, and he announced very 
tlefinitely about two months back that there should be periodic confer- 
ences with the representatives of Labour, but it has not been followed 
here. 

Sixthly, my protest is that though the Bengal Provincial Trade 
Union Congress, which is the Provincial Branch of the All-India Trade 
Union Congress, is recognised by the Government of India — by Sir 
Feroz Khan Noon and other representatives of the Government of 
India who suggested holding periodic conferences with this body, the 
Government here has not yet held any conference with the Bengal 
Provincial Trade Union Congress. We must not look to what has been 
done during the last five years for the reason that we do not want to 
go into the past. We are encouraged to hope that a new chapter will 
«tart and, therefore, I am making this suggestion. 

Seventhly, no Standing Committee has been appointed with 
representatives of the employees and employers both from this Ifouse 
and also outside to advise the Hon’ble Minister on labour problems. 
As has been said just now by my esteemed friend, the Ilon’ble Labour 
Minister had no past experience about this movement. Even if he 
had, it is not possible to look into the diverse grievances of seamen, 
railwaymeu, jute workers and all the rest of them. For any man, 
wen if he had l)een a labour worker or a trade union worker, it would 
be necessary to have a body of advisers to advise him. For this a 
Standing Committee is absolutely necessary. And on this Standing 
Committee, the members of this House, the members of the Progressive 
Coalition Party, the members of the Opposition, members of the 
European Group who represent the employers’ interests and also mem- 
bers from outside, those who are interested in the cause of labour 
•hould Ih* taken and a Standing Committee should be formed as early 
ns possible. After all, the advice of this Committee is not binding 
on the Government but sitting in his own chamber, the Hon’ble Minister 
will have a picture of the whole situation and he will be able to know 
sitting in his chamber how Labour is feeling and what they want to 
say and also how the capitalist.s react to their suggestions or propo.sal8. 

Eighth, a Standing Committee has to l>e formed but if a conference, 
periodical or otherwise, is held with the various representatives of this 
House, it will be helpful. Immediately after the Ministry is formed, 
I and other friends, those who represent Labour in this House approach- 
ed the Hon'ble Minister and made the suggestion “Please call a 
conference, an informal conference, of the members representing labour 
in this House and in the Upper House so that we may have a chance 
of acquainting you w’ith the problems that we want you to solve” but 
that has not been done. 
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Ninth, the demands of the workers as we understand them were 
formulated in a mass meetinpr of 50, (KK) workers as early as 4th January 
in the Howrah maidau. The meeting was held under the eh airmanship 
of the President of the All-India Trade Tnion Congress but m»t one of 
the resolutions pavsed there has been given effect to. 

Tenth, the (‘barter of tlie deuiands which was formulated after 
mature consideration by the Bengal Provincial Trade Union Congress 
has not been given effect to. 

Eleventh, everybody know^^ that there is a Trade Disputes Act. That 
is to be applied when there is a likelihood of trouble between employers 
and employees but that Trade Disputes Act has been very rarely utilised 
even when labour has insistently demanded it. It is to bo hoped that 
a more liberal use of this machinery will be made by the Hon’ble 
Minister so that the workers may ^^ive vent to their grievanc'es before 
going on strike, and they can utili.se the con.stitutional means of settling 
the di.>'putt‘s. The demamlN from llu‘ workers rep(‘atedly ])ressed home 
previously had no effect and curiou.sly enough in the very few easeti 
where the Trade Disputes Act was brought into operation the recom- 
mendations when the> were in favour of the workers W(‘re not carried 
out. There may Im‘ some techni(‘al difficults or legal difh(iilty with 
reference to that because ot the Trade Disputes A(’t machinery hut now 
1 am sure Government has certainly power to enforce the rtMHunmtMida- 
tions after the .statement made by the Hon'ble Chief Minisf^^r the other 
day. He said “We have power to eufor(*e our decdsion on the 
employers”. I wish to tell the Chief Minister and the llon’hle Labour 
Minister that the Labour rommis.sioner’s office which has to carry out 
th»*se suggestions will want to be eiieouraged and unless the Mii istry 
vigorously supports the Labour Commissioner and his assistants they 
also feel their inability to do anything. I draw the pointed attention 
of the Labour Minister and also the Chief Minister to this 
asjH*et of the question. As an example, I may quote the ease 
of the Bally Jute Mill where the Trade Disputes Act waa 
applied. The recommendation.s are still on paper but it was simply 
a waste of paper. The District Magistrate of Howrah w^as the person 
entrusted with the work of enquiry and three successive District 
Magistrates carried but that enquiry and submitted their recommenda- 
tions which came to nothing. It was a sheer waste of time and paper. 

Twelfth, no effective steps have been taken to control prices and 
price control has been hitherto absolutely a farce. Representatives of 
Labour who are really vitally interested in this problem have not been 
associated in such committees and 1 am sure if they are associated in 
such committees, they would have pressed in their own interests and 
in the interests of others whom they represent for more effective prica 
control. 

(At this stage the blue light was on ) 
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Sir, I have only so far mentioned twelve items and unless T am 
given more time, I shall not be able to deal with all the points. I 
am taking only half a minute for each item. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, please go on. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Thirteenth, no steps have been taken 
to pay any unemployment allowance to the worker. This is very 
important today because many mills are finding it difficult to go on 
working. Many jute and cotton mills are finding it difficult to keep 
all their looms and spinning machines in operation because of the 
shortage of labour. Therefore, it is all the more necessary that the 
•xtra labour should be kept by giving an unemployment allowance in 
the interests of the Industrv. In the interests of the province also, 
it is nei’essary to inaugurate the scheme because it is w'ar time and 
because there is shortage of lab(»ur in some oi the industries at least. 

Fourtetmth, no attempt has been made to pay dearness allowance 
proportionate to tlje rise in the cost of living to the workers even to 
those W'orkers who are employed by the Government of Bengal. The 
railways, Mr. Deputy Speaker, pay Bs. 4-8 as dearness allowance 
but the (jovernment of Bengal pay only Re. 1 but now it is Rs. 2. 
Even then, it falls far short of the re(|uireinents but I leave this 
question to be dealt with by my friend Dr. Suresh Banerjee. 

Fifteenth, no attempts have been made to set up model rules for 
service for the subordinate employees and industrial workers of the 
Government of Bengal and especially those who work in government 
buildings and look t(» the comforts of the Ministers. There an* no 
rules regarding permanen(*y of service, casual leave, pension, gratuity, 
provident fund, etc. Manv workers W(»rking in Government buildings 
<'V liters’ Buildings) have been working for 20 years and more. They 
are temporary and are not taken on a permanent footing. Although 
they have {fO or 40 years of service tt) their credit they do not get a 
single pie as gratuity t‘r pension. This matter has lH*en brought to 
the notice of the ex-Labour Minister and other Ministers time and 
again by the Union concerned and I myself representing that union 
and in my capacity as a member of this House have officially .sent in 
representations containing some recommendations on their behalf. 
Somehow, that representation is lost in the archives of Writers’ 
Buildings and no effect has been given to those recommendations. I 
hope the Hon’ble Minister will immediately look into this question 
and see that action is taken without much loss of time. 

Even the pay and conditions of vervice of the inferior staff of this 
Assembly (whom the department insists on calling as menials) have 
not been looketl into and the princely sum of Rs. 13 only is considered 
Butheient for these liveried employees who are to be seen on different 
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sides of this HoiBe and outside. The members of this House, when 
the House is in session, jfet Rs. 17-8 a day and even one day’s salary 
of the members is not given to these men for a whole month. 

Sixteenth, adequate staff is not provided in the Court of the Com- 
missioner for AVorkmen's Compensation and the authority under Pay- 
ment of Wages Art so that poor workers have to wait for months before 
their claims are settled. To settle the disjmtes of the workers quii kly 
when a man is injured and wlien the employer <loes not give him his 
wages, the special courts have been started so that things may be d(»ne 
quickly and at a cheap cost. Hut, unfortunately, although the court 
is there to look after the workmen’s compensation, the ilepart merit 
concerned has not given suthcleiit clerical staff and other staff' ami, 
therefore, workmen have to wait for months an<] months before their 
claims arc settled. 

Then I come to item No. 17, namely, that strike.^ in some faidorien 
have been declared illegal but not lock-outs or dismissals which 
are in 99 per cent, cases arbitrary and high-handed. Sir, this 
is an anomaly which must be removed immediately. We saw recently 
in an announcement that the J..alK)ur (amnnissioner’s Department has 
issued a circular to the effect that only strikes are to be declareil illegal 
but lock-outs are legal. This is a state of things wdiich must b(‘ 
remedied immediately. Justice demands there should be more 
sympathy shown towards the w’orkers who constitute the weaker and 
poorer section oi humanity but here we find just the reverse of it. 

Tlien 1 come to item No. 18, namely, that tiie National Service 
Labour Tribunal has been always backing the employer and oppressing 
the workers even when the latter are being treated in an in- 
human manner by the employer. This Tribunal did not like the 
workman to leave bis factory with the intention of going over to 
some other factor> . I think here also there should be some definite 
rules and if any woiker wants !<» go to some other factory for higher 
wages he should be given a chance. (At this stage the htmouralrle 
member having reached the time-limit was asked hy Mr. Deputy 
Speaker to resume his seal.) 

Sir, I have moved all the motions standing in my name together 
and am making one speech on all of them. It i.s quite fair, therefore, 
that I should be given a little more than the allotted time to deal with 
my points. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* You can well understand, 
Mr. Banerjee, that if I extend the time-limit in this w'ay it l)ecomes 
impossible for me to bring the whole debate to a close within the 
specified time. However, I allow you two minutes more to conr,lud<* 
your speech. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Now, Sir, I come to item No. 19, 
namely, that no adequate steps have been taken to prepare and main- 
tain a reliable index of cost of living of a worker’s family budget. 
Sir, the minimum had been fixed, especially in the Congress provinces, 
at Rs. 15 a month before the war. But now due to rise in prices in 
general the minimum wage should be fixed at Rs. 25 a month. 

Twentieth, but instead of doing anything of that nature, the 
employers are in the habit of making compulsory deductions as contri- 
butions to the war fund in spite of the repeated assurances on the floor 
of this House that no compulsion will be exercised. 

Twenty-first, then, Sir, the workers are being forced to work extra 
hours for the A. R. P. without any payment for the extra services 
rendered. 

Twenty-second, then, Sir, there is also the question of providing 
adequate shelters for workers. In most of the factories no provision 
has been made for proper concrete shelters against air raids. In most 
of the fa('tories employers have not made any provision for grains and 
other necessaries in case public shops are closed due to panic from air- 
raids. Very little has been done to help the workers to remove their 
women and children to safer places. 

Twenty-third, practically nothing has been done to maintain oretches 
and rest rooms for babies in th()s<* factories where women work in 
large numbers. There are 50,000 women workers with 15,000 babies. 

Twenty-fourth, uo attempts have been made for pioviding for old 
age and sickness leave for most of the workers. 

Twenty-fifth, the Factories Act has not been amended to include 
all th<»8e establishments which employ ten men and where the machines 
used are not run by steam or electricity 

Twenty-sixth, the si’ope of the Payment of AVages Act and the 
(yompeuHutiou Act have not l>een extended to ussistaiits in shops, domestic 
servants and to other establishments 

(At this stage the member having reached the further time-limit 
granted to him resumed his seat.) 

Dr. 8URESH OHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 5,18,000 for expenditure under the head “47 — 
Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced by R>. HH). The object of the 
motion is to raise a discussion on the provision for dearness alh^wance 
for workers. 

Mr, Deputy Speaker. Sir. in all progre>sive countries, esi>ecially 
during war, Labour is considered us important a** tlie Military but 
here 1 find that out ot the days allocated for the Budget debate on 
demaiide for grants only half an hour ha.s been allotted for the Labour 
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Department and that also at the fag-end of a hot tiresome day. It is 
indeed a matter of deep shame, especially for a Government which, 
calls itself progressive. I hope in future at least one full day should 
be kept apart for Labour. 

The most important question that has been agitating the minds of 
the workers ever since the outbreak of the war, is that of dearness 
allowance. To definitely settle as to how much dearness allowance 
should be given it is essential to have a clear idea of the pre-war and 
the present cost of living indices. To find out the variations in the 
cost of living, it is nece.ssarv to hold occasional enquiries into the 
working-class family budgets. Such enquiries were held in other 
provinces, but unfortunately no public enquiry was ever held in this- 
province. Government and individual companies might have had 
private enquiries on their own account but not much reliance can be 
placed on the findings (»f .such enquiries, a.s the report of the ('ourt 
of Enquiry constituted to investigate into the ijuestion of dearness 
allowance of railway employees clearly demonstrates. In order to have 
some idea as to what has been the present increase in the cost of living 
of the workers 1 have at random taken the pre-par and the present family 
budgets of some oi the workers. I have als(» gathered the pre-war 
and prcs<'nt prices of articles from shops in the various labour ureas 
ill and around ("aicutla. I have also ct>lle«*ted some statistics ulmut 
the pie-vsin and the present monthly income and expenditure of juU‘ 
mill workers. If 1 have hud time 1 would have gone in some detail 
into the.se interesting figures, hut handicapped us I am as regards 
time 1 must content myself with simply stating tlie pre-war and the 
present rate (d things. In my statistics the pre-war prices mean jirices 
prevailing in A\lgu^t (»i Septemher, 198!t, and the present prices 
mean juice.s in March, 
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Pn*Mcnt 

Percentage 


prices. 

prices. 

of mcreaso. 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Ha. 

a. 
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Food Oroup, 







Rioe (course) (per maund) 

3 

12 

0 

ft 

6 

0 

66 

Rice (Patnai) 

.3 

K 

0 

6 

0 

0 

71 ft 

Dal (Arhar) (per seer) . . 

0 

2 

6 

0 

3 

ft 

40 

Musur (per seer) 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

9 

37 Oft 

Kheahan (per seer) 

0 

1 

6 

0 

2 

6 

6ft ft 

Hug (per seer) 

0 

2 

» 

0 

4 

0 

46 

Biuli (urud) (per aeer) . . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

33 

Chhola (per seer) 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

3 

62 -ft 

Atta (Chaki) (per seer) 

0 

1 

9 

0 

ft 

0 

1 8ft ‘6- 

Flour (per seer) 

0 

2 

6 

0 

6 

0 

140 

Ohec (Buffalo) (per seer) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

4ft 

Sugar (per seer) 

0 

3 

6 

0 

ft 

6 

42 

Miffri (per seer) 

0 

A 

0 

0 

7 

0 

40 
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Pre-war 

Present 

Pero^tage 
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pnoea. 


of ixioreaae. 


Ra. 

a. 

P- 

Ra. 

a. 

P- 


Our (pnr near) 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

6 

16 

Jira (fMtr neer) 

.. 0 

12 

0 

1 

4 

0 

66*5 

HJack pepper (fjer seer) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

8 

6 

70 

Rod pepfjor (per wjor) . . 

0 

.’5 

0 

0 

7 

0 

40 

Mustard (per Mo«)r) 

0 

.8 

0 

0 

4 

6 

50 

Salt (per seer) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

9 

40 


Fue/ Oroup. 







Coal (permaund) 

0 

7 

6 

1 

4 

0 

185 

Firtwood (p<}r mannd) . . 

0 

8 

0 

0 

14 

0 

75 

Kerosene oil (per bottle) 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

3 

62 

Matohes (one) 

0 

0 

G 

0 

0 

9 

100 


Clothing Oroup. 







Dhooty (ordinary) (per fviir) 

1 

15 

0 

3 

1 

0 

58 

DhtKity (flno) 

8 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

75 

Sari (coarse; 

1 

15 

0 

4 

2 

0 

113 


Mimdlaneoun Group. 






Washing soap (per seer) 

0 

4 

0 

U 

8 

0 

100 

Washing soda (jjer seer) 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

100 


Sir, T huv(* jfot (’ompurative prices for other arti('les also. From 
these and other fij?ures which for want of time I could not read out 
certain deductions are inevitable. They are; First, that the averaj^e 
increase in the cost ot living since the outbreak of the war has been 
by 42 per cent. 

Secondly, that of the total ci>st ot living, iood alone amounts lo 
72-5 per cent. 

Thirdls, that the average increase in the price of food group has 
been by (j2 (> per cent., the increase in the price of the fuel group has 
been by 105 o per cent., that of the clothing group by 70 87 per cent., 
that of the miscellaneous group by 42 5 per cent, and that the average 
im rease in the jirice oi everyday necessities of life has been by 71 *85 
per cent. 

Fourthly, that a weaver earning even Rs. 48 a month cannot make 
his two ends meet. He runs into ever-increasing debt every month. 
Justice demands that no worker shoubl have at present an income of 
less than Hs. 5(1 a month. In deciding the amount of dearness allow- 
ance that should be given, this fact *<hould Ih* taken into consideration. 

Sir, 1 must now speak a few words about the recent amendment 
by the Central Government of section 81 A of the Defence of India 
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Rules. Under section 81A the Central Government could by general 
or special order prohibit a strike or a lock-out in connection with any 
trade dispute. 

Recently there was a liabour Conference at Delhi. In that confer- 
ence there was a discussion regarding the abovenieiitioiied general order. 
As a result of the discussion the Central (foverninent has made the 
following order; (1) that no person employed in any undertaking shall 
go on strike in connection with any trade dispute without having given 
his employer within one month before striking not less than 14 days’ 
previous notice in writing of his intention so to do; (‘J) when any trade 
dispute has been referred to a court of enquiry or a board of comdliation 
under the Trade Disputes Act of or for <’on('iliation or adjudication 
under an order made under rule 81 A of the Defence of India Rules, 
no person employed in an> undertaking concerned in the dispute shall 
go on strike until the e.\pir\ of two months after the conclusion of the 
procedings upon such reference. 

Sir, as a result of this order the labourers have practically lost their 
right to strike. Is it conceivable that if any labourer intimates to the 
employer in writing of his intention to g(» on strike, the employer will 
retain him in the service even for a single day? He will simply ask 
him to clear out. 

Ill the Bom))a\ Trade Di.si>utc.*> A(l. luf doubt there is u provision 
more or le.s.> like this, but there the emj)lo\<‘r cuiinol dismiss any man, 
cannot change the conditions of his .‘Service during this period. So, 
the labourer can have agitation, meetings, etc. These stimulate the 
labourers and lielji them in beginning the strike if it becomes inevitable 
after all. Hut according to this order tin* labourers have practically 
lost their riglit to strike without an> compensatory advantage. 

Sir, 1 am given to understan<l that the representative of the Bengal 
Government who was present in the Conference at Delhi agreed to this 
order and he gave his consent to this order. If this be true, nothing 
can be more lamentable than this. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, if I bad more lime, 1 would have spoken about the Trade 
Disputes Act. We all know that the last Ministry did not give effect 
to it. So, practically no good ha.s been done to the labourers, i believe 
the present Ministry will give a more effective trial to thi.s and thereby 
do some good to the labourers of this province. 

Sir, I also understand that there is an amended draft of the Bombay 
Trade Disputes Act with the present Labour Mini.ster. I do not know 
how that Act ha.s been amended. I have handeil over t<j him a copy 
of the presidential address which I delivered in Bombay session of the 
Trade Unions Congress year before last. In that I have at length 
discussed what amendments should be made in the Bombay Trade 
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Disputes Act, so that it might be acceptable to us. I hope that an 
Amenflment Bill will be soon brought before this House so that by 
virtue of that Bill Government can have some power over mill-owners. 
Becjause we are really in doubt whether the present Government has 
got any real effective power over the proprietors of industries. Of 
course, the Defence of India Rules give them some power, but that 
power is not very definite. It is couched in language which can be 
interpreted in difl'erent w^ays. So, 1 request the present Ministry to 
bring in an Amended Bill us soon as possible so that Government can 
have some effective power over companies and, therefore, can make 
them concede the legitimate demands of the labourers. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, today at this fag-end comes the discussion on labour pidicy. Sir, 
in our legislative household labour question has practically o(‘cupied the 
position of a Cinderalla. But compared to the regime of one w'ho has 
been appreciated as a youthful and vigorous Labour Minister by one 
of our Opposition friends but w'hose regime at the same time has been 
characterised by my friend and colleague Mr, Sibnath Banerjee as the 
regime of the belabouring Minister, her lot has perhaps improved in 
one particular respect. It has improved in this that we have a sort 
of a seasoned old man at the helm, neither in huny for doing something 
dreadful or desperate, nor, perhaps, speeding up so much as out- 
friends on the other side would like, but at last there is st»me hope for 
our Cinderalla to be at least left alone, if her lot (‘annot be appreciably 
improved. That being the position, Sir, I think that the constructive 
suggestions which my friends and colleagues on the other side of the 
House have made w'ill certainly be of very great help to mould the 
ptdicy of the present Government, because these constructive suggestions 
come as a result of the experience — not a very pleasant experience — of 
the labour policy of the last o years. 

While listening very attentively to the speech of my honourable 
friend Dr. Malik I was wondering whether his admonitions should not 
have better been delivered three months ago addressed to the honourable 
ex-Labour Minister who adorned the Iwnches on this side of the House. 
(Dr. Nai.].n.\ksh.\ S-WY.-ii. : He has al.so forwarded your applic ation for 
a job.) W© know that the regime of the past Labour Minister has been 
more to deal with not labour problems but rather to deal with the 
work of the nature of an agency for forwarding applications for jobs, 
and that, unfortunately, has not been so very helpful for the actual 
sufferers in the labour field. My friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee ha.s pro- 
posed that periodic conferences with the Bengal Provincial Trade Union 
Congress would Ih» useful. Sir, I do not think that Labour members, 
whether they sit on the opposition or on this side of the House, would 
have anything to do but to welcome this proposal and I do not think 
that this is a proposal w’hich needs the most careful consideration of the 
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present Government, (Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal: Is this a reply on be- 
half of the present Government — <»f the Minister in rharjreP) which, un- 
fortunately, has not yet had suttieient time to consider this pn>posal, but. 
Sir, nevertheless, we do think that the time has come when much more 
has to be done within the span of a month {)r two than mi^rht have other- 
wise been possible to do in the course of thre<‘ or fcmr years. Therefore, 
I for one on this side the House d(» md wish that the (i«»vernnient 
should make the insufticiency oi time an excuse tor not beinj^ expedi- 
tious enough. On the contrary, Sir. I do think that the present 
Ministry, wliose tradition has been to welcome suggestions from all 
sides of the House, will hclj) in expediting mutters a good deal and from 
that standpoint I entirel^ endorse the suggestion for peritalic con- 
ferences with labour organi.sationN of which the Bengal Brovin- 
cial Trade Fnion Congress is the primary one. Sir, 1 would 
also suggest to the Hon’ble Labour Minister to take note that something 
like the constitution t>f u i*roviucial Labour Couu(‘il composed of repre- 
sentatives of the dift’erent trade groups of the province might be a very 
useful agency f(>r the purpo.se of maintaining the closest <‘ontact between 
the Ministry and all sections of Labour. The Bengal Brovim ial Trade 
Union Congress W{»uld be the most helpful agency to bring tliat about. 

Sir, as regards the question of the disabilities and disadvantages of 
Labour whether the present Ministrs has been able to do a lot or not, 
we find tialay at least that if the Ministr\ is actuated by a desiru, as 
much us it lie.s within their p<»wer, t«t take the e<»-operalion of members 
of all sides of the House who arc prompted by the desire to help the 
present .situation willi their constructive suggestions, they will be able 
to achieve a good deal and there is room for that uidnevement today. 
We know, Sir, to our great dismay that recently in one of the provinces 
in the .south, in Madras. Labour bud a terrible experience, a terrible 
ordeal to puss through. The present hituutioii is causing untold hard- 
ship on Labour, because Labtmr, although not in the front line of 
trem bes for fight, is bearing the brunt of the entire burden of the gigan- 
tic war that is going on to today; whether the field of liabour is actually 
in the war zone or not the brunt of the burden comes on their shoulders. 
Under such circumstances it is only legitimate uu<l reasonable that 
Labour should demand that adequate arrangements should be made 
for their civil protection for their war benefit and other amenitieh. 
Sir, when on such demands the labourers represented their viewpoints 
and pre.sented their demand in that province which ha.s not the good 
fortune of being under the administration of a Ministry but is run by 
the Civil Service, we found that over h labourers were shot down 
instantaneously on the spot, and hundreds were injured by the bullets 
I refer, Sir, to the ma.ssacre of workers in the Buckingham and Carnatic 
Mills. We have not witnessed anything of the kind in this province, 
but, Sir, we know* that time ha.H fast gone by when this hectoring 
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attitude will do for the labour Beld, Therefore, I think, taking our 
lesson from the neighbouring provinces, that responsibility cornea on 
all of UH wht*ther we sit on this side of the House or on the opposition 
to see that the situation is not allowed to j^row and come to such a pass 
where such tragedies might become inevitable. Sir, the responsibility 
on that score rests on each one of us individually and collectively. 

Sir, today we are constantly pressing for the lifting of various 
restrictions on labourers. Sir, this has been the policy characterising 
the past regime in this province. Today to give a few instances, in 
one of the Calcutta workshops where the workers were engaged in 
the production of vital war materials, for instaiu'e, shells and ammuni- 
tions, in the Entally workshop of Messrs. Saxln and Farmer (India), 
Ltd., three w'orker leaders wlu» were engaged in the work of production 
were externed under the Defence of India Act during the regime of 
Mr. Suhrawardy and Sir Nazimuddin. Sir, the whole justification 
presented against those men was that those men belonged to the lied 
Trade Fnion. The charge against them was that Mr. Suhrawardv’s 
endeavour to set up a rival trade union in pursuit of his traditional 
activities of breaking trade unions and sabotaging Labour move- 
ment and breaking strikes failed. When persuasion, when trying to buy 
them uj) or to bully them, when nothing else could make them agree 
to join the reactionary trade unions of Mr. Suhrawardy. then came the 
collaboration betw'cen the then Labour Di'partmcnt and Home Depart- 
nieirt, and the three men were externed. Sir, recently the case of these 
three cxtcrnccs from Messrs. Saxby and Farmer (India), Idd., has 
been brought to the notice of the jnesent Ministry, and we have every 
hojjc that these grievances will be rem(»ved expeditiously . Sir, we have 
als<» iKiticed the difference in the manner in whicli the [)resent Ministry 
is j)repared to listen ti» the rejuesentations and grievances of labour. 
We had the bitter experience of trade union ofliciaN and Secretaries 
being shoyvn the door at the Labour Commissioner’s Office and at thp 
office of the Ib'gistrar, Trade Fnions. That has been an undeniable 
experience of the past about which our friends who sit on other side 
and who were sitting along \yith us at that lime, all raised their voice 
of protest. 

Sir, another case in point is the case of several workmen of the 
Anglo-Indian Jute Mills at Jugaddal. These unfortunate men again 
were suddenly put under arrest under the Defence of India Act. 
Nothing whatsoever was found against them. After a fortnight they 
were released unconditionally without any restriction or without any 
prosecution being launched against them. But. Sir, these men were 
not taken back to worh. Their fault was that they belonged to the Reti 
Trade Union. 

Ill respect of the cases of Makhanram and others, Mr. Suhrawardy 
assured the House that he had not come to any final conclusion. He 
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was looking into their grievaiires. Month after month rolJetl by, half 
a year rolled by, but neither the g-rievanres were removed, nor was it 
possible for Mr. Suhrawardy to come to a eoiulusion on the question of 
the fate of these men. 

Sir, here again we find that in the Caleuttu docks and jetties the 
workers are forced to bear identify cards with a view to be able to get 
to the docks for their daily labour. Again there is one Krishto Jano, 
a dock labourer. His identity card was snatched away by the police, 
I am in a position to say, at the instance of the Labour Minister of 
those days. I had myself an occasion to intervene in the matter and 
I was told by the poli(‘e (»fiicial com'crned that these were men who 
belonged to the Red Trade Union. Lar<ls would only be returned — 
that was what the men were told — it they agreed to join the black-flag 
unions of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy whose inspiration was supplied by 
the black shirts of Mussolini who was lalled the jackal oi Herr Hitler, 
.That was the ideal, that was flu* inspiration wdiich was supjilied by the 
Labour Ministry. 1 am .soir\ to sa\ our friends on the other side, 

I mean the Kuropeaii (iroup who t(Mla\ are raising their voice in a 
chorus asking f<ir the sup])oit of tlie Indian peojde as a wlude, for the 
support (d the Iinlian Laliour towards the pro.secution (tf tin* war, are 
pre('is«*l\ the persons who helped, stimulated and k(‘pt alive by active 
encouragement the Labour policy oj Mi, Suhrawardy, who W’as inspired 
by the black-flags of Mussidini and Hitler. It is too lat<‘ in the <lay 
to cry for h(dp and to g<*t that hcdj) wliich you necrl from Labour upb'Sfi 
you change \our idea! altogether. It is in that view I present my 
observations to the House. 

(The member having n‘a<‘h(‘d the time-limit resumed liis seat.) 

Mr, A. M« A, ZAMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, labour 

policy JTOfi dificusfiion ^ 

isrtf^ labour constituency I discusHion 

— (noise) I rrf Minister^? 

^ ^rtfPrj ^ 

vs I ’9OT I ^ 

^ 75 . ' 3^1 ^ ^ ^ 0^1 

53^ I 3t^T3tf3 Ministry? T5 fevf 

?Tr5 513 ^.TT ( 

fVl C? feWJ 7?T? ‘3?! C>fC^ Cn *3?l VTi 

department fT[ W TOI '371 C? system ^<7? 

W fro (TTSfif C^l *^7^19 I TftT? 

CS Labour Minister ^ t ^ tSfif Vm mw, 
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M5 c^, ^ ^ ^ffhf (TMtz^ 

Tfjpn f%^ f^ ^ to toi? f|| 

^tfirfro ^f^rTO 1^ l Labour Party ^ .ij^ Black Flag 

Tft^^rrft Union I (7Pt*Mtf^ C*^c4' 

ipf] ^TO^T ^Ts <iifTO ?rtu5 ^itto ^ ^ ctop ^ fro 

frorir f^tro TO i to 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable nieniber justified in casting aspersions on an Hon’ble 
Minister y 1 object to that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 hope there will not be any personal 
charges against any member of the House. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: He is definitely making an- 
allegation that is untrue. Therefore, he must be asked to withdraw. 
Under the rules he is not allowed to cast any personal aspersions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. If members on botli sides invite 
interruptions and introduce matters which are debatable I cannot help 
it. I can onl.N give a general direction that no jicrsonal charge should 
be made against any individual member, and I hope members will 
remember it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is nothing but a comparative 
• study of an old and young Minister. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is the point. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker TOt*n[, ^ 

TOf ^ TTOS 5^ 

ft I (.TOl OT (71 (7T^ 'QC*r?r^ 

CTO ^ I ft' I ^ Minister ^ 

>rtnr^ tor ^ ftroi ft^^ to t ^ ’rtro 

labour leader (TTC^, t5R ftPC^ TOfC^ I 

TOV? 'QOT ^ %T ^ ^tTT fro 'QCTO ’TO I 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: On a point of personal explana> 
tion. Sir. 1 did not say anything against the Minister. 


Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: Dr. Malik aaid that he is an old man. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs It is a uiost unfair charge. It is a 
i»tu(lied observation. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Chief Mimst^^r^^ »rfiT^ ^r ^c : § ' * T 

’TTO ^'7 TTI. (TTt I I.4ib()ur ^5T3r»*T 

TTfipm I ^ 

C'tz^ Aurfk^ 'iiry^ <fc^ •3Tt:r5n 

fV 5r?n I '3^7 f^rs 5t^ c? ^ 

oft^ =?t ^irtr^T ^ i sfr^^Pt 

T3 51^^ S^??R ^ f ^ 5Ft7R C^ I 

*2^3 TOT TO I 5n^ TO ^ I 

^ ^ 71 1 45f.7 ^frvfi ^ 

Gt ^7ift?i ^nft 3r5l-lt/ st'sMion^l sfTifr^ r^f^l ^TTC^ 

labour movement :5H vst?:? ^ I Labour(Tr?r irtT^ 7^, S’fTO y?T. 

'3t7 "S-tt ij^T? eonferem’e TO C'fC!? ’fJpIffUTOT 

^STTrS r?J, ij^ 15 ^ .TT legislation ‘3 HT 

<?I SPi I 5t^ I 

»ffinPOT 'TT grievance (TT ^T^rf. ^Tf •^TOtFTl TOff^, ^ffarronT 
^ fV^ CTO TOI (TT-f*^ fTO^ TOT® ^ifirf^ — 

TOr^ ^^7 Labour Minister fTOFR I ?r^TOT TOJI TOl TO^I 

^W5 TO'3 «»TTO I fro^ TO, 'TO 'TOTTO 3TTO 

TO 5r$TO srfhrsft ti TO7, ^tro ^fhT'S^ ^TO^ TO 

f^TO ’2;T^ ■?tTO 5 TOW7 r3?Tr5 TOfnJ I TO«f (7T 

war effort, TO TO c^TC^ ^ !ffTO ’TOtc^ TO ^TO=ir Cf 

TO. Gf nvn tSTO f?n?^ ^ anJt, fro <ilTOTOC^, 

<71 7^? fro 07 nwfl ¥TO7 dj ?rtTO cabinet 

fTOBli TO <7R 71 ; cn TOl TOTO 7T7n ^TOH I TO TOt U|t TOT CTO 
TOTS ^ ’STt^tTOl toln ‘4 TO| TO f^, <StTO5 

47,- C^^i C7 ftr ^ legislation TO1 TO I 

a policy ^ '^z^ W77 I TO TO77 White Union 

TO7 Black Flag Union TOifksR <TO SCW^ f?7, 71 real Trade 

Union movement 7^ TO, C5CV frni, vii77 cTOTOl vf TO1 ipT (PMtZ^ VSW^fif 

CTO tsf^TfPni ftrro to ^toi 4yto TTfrolwro to 

TOl ^‘f''C7*k^ TO fwOJSR TITS 'G? C^Clf TO 47: CTO? 

TOUT new TO5 C7TO TO7 ^ CiN*7 WfCS nPCW^ I TO C7TO CTO 
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C^fC^ I ^31 I 'SOT 

:jit?r ^ c? ^ w^m C5h ^?ot a 

(7^ mc% I <^V, labour 

movementi) ^fif, '3^1 labour f% 

iTT^ ^5 fe always C5h ^ilOT ^ 

7^ ^5y« fir?! ?rffil?POT'3 C^t^T ^ ^?1 5J^f^ war effort ^ 

7U5 ^ <?\t CSt Labour Minister Tpjrg cb^] 

^rtr3 labouriil? C^t?? ’Vfs ^ 7 ^ I ^ijfei (TT labour^ij^ 

^ ^ 7 ^ (TTfel ^ I -jnft C*N I 

♦ 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before 
the Hon’hle Minister rises to speak may 1, with your leave, state that 
1 have in m\ possession an iinpcutant unnouncenient which is purported 
to be His Majesty’s fjovernment’s decision which has come alonjif with 
Sir Stafford Oipjis, If th(‘ honourable members of Ihe House are 
interested and if you will permit me I would like to place it before 
the House so that the lionouruble members may po home and examine 
ihe proposals. Tliey have now much more important matters to discuss. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal. I cannot 
allow you to refer to that. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is a very important question, 
Sir, in which all honourable members are keenly interested. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Th ere is no (juestion before the 
House, Dr. Sanyal,. at the present moment except the llud|;et demand 
under the head “Labour”. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAdUMDAR: How can that docu- 
ment come to yout^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have the reputation of stealing 
many important documents ; perhaps this is one of them. 

Thf Honble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, the crime 
of being a Minister sufficiently well advanced in age 1 will neither 
palliate nor deny, but I can assure the House that 1 have enough of 
vitality in me, not that physical energy which my younger friends 
have, I have enough vitality left in me even at this age to shoulder 
the responsibility of the high office which it has been the pleasure and 
desire of the Hoirble the Chief Minister to place on my shoulders. I 
will tell the House that quite unlike other men I have a thin skull 



im.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


BS 

and a thick skin, and not a thin skin and a thick skull, and that the 
butterflies buzzing over my head do not trouble me in the least. If 
Dr. Malik h as had the advantage of any Fniversity education he 
might know that, as hidmund Burke had said, one man may be a 
specialist in one subject or another but Law is equal to all the other 
sciences in the world taken together. Here is a Ministry composed 
of all experienced and seasoned lawyers the like of which no constitution 
in the world has ever seen 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: You have 

heuid the polic\. the Labour policy of (lovernment enunciated and 
declared by the Hon’ble (he (yhief Minister the other day on the floor 
of this House. 1 do not think it will be necessary for me io repeat 
that assurance which must be ringing in your ears all round. All that 
I can do to reaffirm that policy is to say that a genuine solicitude for 
the welfare of (he teeming millions of the agricultural population is, 

and will ever remain, the key-note of the present administration, t 

can tell u>u that I have been jliinng the last fifty years (»f my life 
a glorified mazdoor myself, having hud my existenee amidst the labour- 
ing classes and it does not lie in the mouth of Dr. Malik to say that 
this man has g<»t no experience of Labour. I run I have more of 

experience (d Labour than ail your medii'ul si'ience cun think about. 

Dr. Malik must remember that he and men (»f his ilk are not fuller 
than our.selve.s. They an* pignii<*fi but they look tall because they 
stand on a higher elevation, because they stand on (he rich legui’y of 
our labours. 1 do not ask for a ruling from the Hon’bb‘ the Deputy 
Speaker on the point as to whether the Minister for Education has got 
any jurisdiction to educate people within the four corners of (his House. 
However, I will deal with that question on a future oecassion. 

Now, Sir, tliat poliey, a.s I have already Ldd you, has been well 
enunciated and it is not safe for puisne Ministers to re|M*at that policy 
of the Ministry again. Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, Mr. Sibiiath 
Banerjee, Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Zanian, they all know 
me fully well. 1 have had diHCussions with them about the Labour 
problem from the month of January last. Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee 
knows that I have already a draft amendment of the Trade Disputes 
Act in my hand 

Dr. NALINAMHA SANYAL: In your left hand ! 

The Hon’bM Kluui BaluMiitr M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, in my 
left hand because I have reserved my right hand for other purposes 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: For fighting? 

Th« Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I know I am 
old but I do not think I am yet too old to learn. And with the legal 
acumen that I have and of the pant experience of the world I have 
alwayn felt that the time will never come when I will think for myself 
that 1 have nothing more to learn. I have still a great thirst for 
knowledge, especially on account of the responsibility imposed on my 
shoulders. 1 have thoroughly studied the question of Labour uplift 
and have prepared a scheme that I have discussed with the Labour 
leaders. It was in view of that that I had on my own accord and 
my own injliativM* r(‘(juesled the Labour members to come to my house 
at a small conference on Sunday last, and 1 had given them advance 
•copies of the scheme 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did you give them a good 
-dinner? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; It was in between 
the breakfast and the dinner time. J)r Saiiyal would be well advised 
to have no meals in between a breakfast and a dinner. 

Sir, I have already in my brain which is a pocket librar\ all the 
■details regarding the Labour (luestion. 1)<* not think that 1 am 
•altogether mute. As regards the Departments ot Commerce and Labour 
and of Education 1 have stuilied the problems and as a result of my 
comprehensive study some difficult problems have presented themselves 
before me. And I ask the LalMUir members just to help me so that 
I can make myself ]>racticallv useful to them. 

Now, Sir, 1 will refer to the general debate that has been made. 
Mr, Sibnath Banerjee spoke on various points. I will take up all the 
points raised by him and give a reply 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I was not allowed to read out the 
w'hole list. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; You can 

present them all to me. 

Before I prcM^eed to discuss this I publicly announce here that before 
the close of this session 1 am going to form an Advisory Committee 
and 1 will have a full discussion with them. Then I will leave for 
Dtdhi to attend the All-India Price Control Conference on the 7th 
and 8th of April. We will meet in a day or two and 1 will have the 
advantage of discussion with all the members before 1 leave for Delhi. 
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Now, Sir, as regards the question of policy that was raised by the 
cut motion, the Hou’ble Chief Minister had already made an announce- 
ment and I have got a copy id what he stated therein. But I do not 
want to waste the time of the House by repeating it as it is fresh in 
the minds of honourable members. As regards the supplementary 
matter which the Chief Mini^ter‘s statement raised 1 have got also a 
diatt amendment Bill of the Trade Disputes Act in m\ hand and if 
necessary I will have to introduce it. 1 will observe the course of 
events during these months uiid 1 do not think there v\ill be any 
necessity for a legislation. We shall he aide to st‘tlle everything by 
amieahl(‘ settleimoit and junate j>ersuasion It. however, evio'vthing 
jiroves hopeless, in that case I will have to take recourse to my last 
resort ami my sword will emne out of tin* s-ahhard 

N(»w. Sir, 1 will give a piunted ie|d\ to the points raised 1)V honour- 
able members. 1 am not going to shirk my resjnuisihility. Sir. an 
attempt has been made to eollei t toll inlormation regarding inereuscH in 
wages and war or dearness allowames that have been allowed generally 
bv tlie industrial empiou-rs ot this province to their workers. The priti- 
cipal points to he considered in this matter are. (i) eiMirdimitiou of the 
inerea.se in wages (»r allowames granted by tin* eniplo\M*rs ; (n) it turther 
increases are c<tnsidered desirahh*. how far industries have eajiaeity to 
pa>, and it the industries are able to pa\ im»re. what steps are to he 

tnken to avoid the liaiiger of inflation These are the three principal 
points to which attention shituld he riveted before we take uj) a diseuM«ion 
of the policv . 

Since the beginning of the present war. the Price Control offiee 
has been maintaining cost of index figures bused on the retail prices 
of certain es.seutial eommmlif ies in the (hilenttu area. I do not accept 
in its entiret> the aceurue> of the figures given In Dr. Suresh Cliandra 
Banerjee. The.se figures can not be idaimed to be seientifirally accurate, 
but for practical purposes they may he accepted as guide. According 
to these figures, the index on 8th Deeemlwr, 1941, was 129, which W'as 
the highest since 1st September 1939, when the index was HM). 
Since 8tb December, 1941, the indices have come down: the figure on 
30th January, 1942, was 122. The increases allowed by the eniployera 
cannot be expressed accurately in perceutage.s, hut these seem to range 
between 10 per cent, and 15 per cent. In many cases, the earnings 
of the workers have increased owing to the increast^d activities of 
factories, specially those engaged on war work. If these increa.si's in 
earnings are taken into account along with the increases in wages or 
war or dearness allowances given by the employers, it seems that the 
net earnings of factory workers are not perhaps insufficient to meet 
the increased cost of living. It is, how’ever, not possible to make any 
definite statement im this point without proper examination of the 
relevant data which are not available. 
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Tien, Mr. Deputy Speaker, about dearness allowance given by 
Government. Government have been paying a dearness allowance of 
Ee. 1 per month to all the employees drawing Rs. 30 or less per month. 
Recently, this allowance has been increased, with effect from the 1st 
February to Rs. 2 per month in the case of those of this class of 
employees who are stationed at Alipore Sadar, Howrah Sadar, Calcutta 
and Darjeeling. This increase is too low compared to that allowed 
by non-Government industrial employers. This point should be referred 
to the Finance Department and other departments having industrial 
employees under them. 

Our policy about dearness allowances has been to advise the giving 
of a flat cash bonus of Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 monthly, so that those lowest 
receive the largest percentage dearness allowance. The Price Con- 
troller s Cost of Living Index is defective and understates the rise 
in tlie cost of living. There are several conspicuous omissions, and so 
far as we are concerned we cannot accept the ]>osition that tlie index 
is usable even for practical purposes only. That due tr» uiv examina- 
tion of the whole thing. Government would, in ni\ opinion. Ik* pho ing 
itself in an indefensible position by relying (»n tin* index ii> a woi’.ing 
guide. Si)eaking generally, tliere has beeii no general failure so far 
to grant dearness allowance, although that granted In the jute mills 
is now imide(juat(*. Now, Sir, the Lalanir Commissioner has been 
making constant endeavours to induce the employers to pay adequate 
dearness allowances and in sfune cases he has been su(‘cessful. I gather 
this from the fortnightl\ reports. (Dr. SruKsn Chvvj)IM IUnkiukk : 

I do not accc]d this.) If you do not accej)t now. in the Advisory Com- 
mittee 1 will have everything phu'ed before you and then you will 
see. And the attitude of some of the industries is not altogether 
unreasonable. Most of tiiein have been paying dearness allowanees and 
quite a number of them have been watehing price movements to consider 
how far the claims for increase in rates is justified by increase in the 
cost of living. 

One more jmiiit and I will finish. Sir, As regard.s price control 
measures there are difficulties in the wa> of the provincial government. 
The problem of price control is no longer chet’kiiig of profiteering by 
a number of arrests and prosecutions as was sma'essful on the outbreak 
of war. The problem has now become much more complex on account 
of increasing ditliculty in securing wagons and haulage for the move- 
ment of commodities. Inereasetl purchasing power of the people and 
a quicker eireulatiou of eiirreney have bad their effect in the present 
rise of prices. 

The powers of the Provincial Governments to control prices of 
necessaries of life and to regulate their movement were until recently 
circumscribed by a Schedule to which additions could be made only 
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by the Central Government. That restriction has now been removed 
Bubject to certain safeguards and full powers have been delegated which 
in turn the Provincial Government have delegated to District and 
Subdivisional’ (Ifficers; but the control of prices and maintenance of 
supplies of the more important food grains like rice and wheat and 
other necessaries of life such as coal and cotton cloth are seen more 
and more to be all-India questions the solution of which cannot be 
essayed by the Provincial Government. 

That is an important point which we arc going to discuss in Delhi. 
Not only that. Our situati<»n has been rendered much more diificult 
by a letter, or as they call it, a direction under tlie (iovernrnent of 
India Act that the stock of wheat in the Punjab, North-Western 
Frontier Province and in the rnited Provinces has betui dried up 
altogether and they want Bengal to supply those provinces with rice. 
We h ave protested against that. We have not got a n‘ply from the 
Government (d India as yet. That point also will be taken up at the 
Delhi conference 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERill: On a point of order. Sir. 
The Hoirble Minister has not spoken anything about the new’ order 
next month, regarding section 81. \ about which I spoke, I hear that 
the laibour Minister who attended the ('ouference gave his assent to 
the Older. The Hon'ble Minister has not made any statement or said 
anything about that order. Is it eorn*et that the Bengal Government 
has given its assent to the order? 


The Hon’ble Khen Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am looking 
into the matter and tlien I shall consider whether the order if already 
agreed to should stami or not. 

The motion of Dr. Abdnl Motaleb Malik that the demand of 
Rs. o.lH.tKKl for exjjenditure under the head “47— Miscellaneous 
Departments” be reduced by R». 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that the demand of Hs. 5,18,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments’' be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that the demand of Rh. 5,18,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments" be 
reduced by Rs. BX) was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that the demand of Rs, 5,18,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departrnent.s" be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Snresh Chandra Banerji that the demand of 
Ils. d, 18, 000 for expenditure under the head ‘'47--Mirtcellaneous 
Departments” be reduced by 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that a sum 
of Rs. 5,18,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”47 — Mis- 
celliineouR DepartTnents” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjournefl at 5-55 p.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Thursday, the 26th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedioft of the Bengal Legialative Auembly aitembled 
under the Provision* of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 


Thk Assemrli met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 2Cth March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy •Speaker (Mr. S\*kii .1 Hashk.my) in the ('hair, 

8 Hou’ble Ministers aud 194 meiiiljers. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were giren) 

Certain comment in the Newspaper **The Statesman*’. 

(SIIOKT Notice.) Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEEt 

{(i) Has (he attention of the Iloirble Minister in charge of the Home 
Dei>artmerit been drawn to the editorial of the States matt under caption 
“Fasci.sts in India’’ of the 13th March, 1942 ^ 

(h) If so, what stepH do the (roveniraent propose to take in the 
matter ? 

MINUTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Htiq): (o» Yes. 

(//) It is the declared jiolicy of this (ioverninent to further in the 
fullest possible manner the war effort and all genuine activities for the 
defence of our (country and we shall not tolerate activities likely |to 
endanger the safety of the j>eople. 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the (iovernmciit enquired of the Statesman 
how this paper came to know that those who tried to break up the 
so-called anti-Fascist Conference at Dacca were really Fascists I' They 
might be republicans or they might be friends of the country. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; On u point of order, Sir. it is not 
establishefl 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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kr^SYBD ABDUL MAJID: Sir 

(Maulvi Ab(iul B^awas also rose to put a question.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FaIlUL HUQ: Sir, I must be allowed to 
answer the question. If half a dozen members speak from different 
sides of the House, how could I answer the question? Several articles 
in the Statesiuan appearing of late have been of an objectionable 
character. All these articles and the whole situation are being 
examined. Before I get the legal opinions which I have called for, I 
am afraiil 1 will not be able to make ^any statement. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
(pleased to state whether Government has considered the desirability 
of scrutinising the editorials of the Statesman before they are published? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs As I have said I cannot 
make any statement beyond what I have said. The whole position is 
being examined. 

Mtulvi ABDUL LATiF BI8WA8. In view of the answer given 
"by the Hon’ble Minister that several articles have been appearing of 
late in the Statesvuxn, in view' of the fact that in one of these articles 
allegations have been made regarding some supporters of Government 
that they are trying to betray Bengal to the Japanese, and also in view 
of the fact that the leader of one party of the Coalition group, 
Mr. Sarut ('handra Bose, has been arrested and detained on the 
suspicion of having contact with Japan 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is a very lengthy question you are 
putting. Plea.se ask the question in a simpler form. 

MiUlvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8. In view of the fact that 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose has been detained for having contact with 
Japan giving rise to suspicion in the minds of the people about the 
complicity of a man in the party, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the member belonging to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s 
party wdll disown him as his leader? 

The Hon’blc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member’s 
lengthy question does not show any sense and I cannot, therefore, 
answer the question. 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. With reference to answer (6) 
"where it is stated that *‘we shall not tolerate activities likely to endanger 
the safety of the people,” is it the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister that 
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the article or^the policy of the Statesman is directed towards pretention 
of war efforts? The answer I have read is in reply to question (6) 
which is “If so what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter?” 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a question that 
has been put but a series of questions jumbled up to^jether, and unless 
there is one ijue'.tion put at a time I am not j>repflred to answer. 

Mr. 8YE0 ABOUL MAJIO.^Will the Hon'hle MiiiiNler he vl»uj<ed 
to .state if it i.s u tact that )ie haa brou^tht a damage suit for Us. 1 lakh 
afraiiist Mr. Arthur Moore for the puhlicatiou of that etliturialf 

Th« Hon’bt. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Not that. I have brought 
a suit agaiu.st the editor of the Statesman for another stateiiKtqt which 
he made in an article against me personally. That is a fact. iNliav# 

done that against the I^eague and Mr. Jinnah also. \ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry, Sir, my question 
was not understood. 

The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It does not make any 

sense ami, therefore, I cannot understand it. Please try to make it 

bensilde. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question was; what steps 
do the (joverninent propose to take in the matter? That was the 
•question. 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have already answered 
that 1 am not prepared to answer any question unless I get the opinion 
of legal officers on the points that I have submitted to them. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not put the question and 
yet the Hon’ble Mini.ster says that he has already answered it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Government satisfied that the 
articles in question are written by the >>tat('^man in collusion with the 
leading lights of the Opposition beuche.s? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER 3 That is not a question which the Hon’ble 
Minister can answer. 

7 
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RaquMtion of private lorriot by Goveniinanb 

*201. Mr. DHIRBNDRA MATH SEN: (a) h the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Civil Defence Department aware that lorries 
belonging to private individuals are being taken over by the Govern- 
ment for A.R.P. Works? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this has caused — 

(i) panic amongst the attendants of such lorries and factory 
labourers; and 

(it) a dislocation of trade and industry? 

(p) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister lie pleased td state what steps he intends to take to prevent 
such panic? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether proper 
price is being ])aid to such lorry owmers that have been taken over by 
the Government? 

(r) If so, within what time? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT and CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENTS (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Santoeh Kumar Baau): (a) and (d) Yes. 

(h) (i) No. 

(it) I am afraid some dislocation is inevitable, but it is unhappily 
inevitable and the rules are so devised as to reduce it to the minimum. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(e) As soon as possible after acquisition. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether notices are i.ssued to the owners of lorries and 
on their failure to comply with the directions contained in such notices, 
lorries are .seised and taken away by force? 

The Hon’bic Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I think that it is a 
correct .statement of the position. The honourable member will, I am 
sure, realise that when these motor vehicles are requiretl for military 
or other defence purposes some amount of coercion will be nece.ssary in 
cases f)f tho.se who refuse to comply with the order.*^ made by the 
authorities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I have not got an answer 
to my question. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pieaaed to state whether 
notices are issued first to the owners of lorries ? 
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Babu ABHUrOBH LAHIRI: Tbe Hon^le Minister has already said 
that it is a** correct statement. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH SEN: Will the Hon hle Minister be 
pleased to state when the lorries are seiied if the sergeant who seises 
the lorries makes enquiries of drivers whether the lorries at that time 
were (‘ornniissioned for performing important and urgent duties!^ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Santosh KUMAR BA8U: I urn not in a position 
to state what individual sergeants do in indivi<luul cases. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon'hle Minister he 
pleased to •^tate on what basis is the valuation of the lorry fixed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is too large a 
question for me to answer in this wa\ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to direct these otficers or .sergeants t<» enquire if the lorries are 
at that moment specially commi.ssioned for any work? 

The Hon’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I urn not in a position 
to state whether it will be possible in the existing circumstances under 
the scheme that has been prepared to ensure what the honourable 
member has asked. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
issuing notices to owners of lorries at least a fortnight before so that 
their business may not be disturbed and they may not be put to immense 
inconvenience? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That would be a very 
desirable thing if, of course, it could be given effect to, but in these 
extremely difficult times it is not possible to give notice 1^) days ahead. 

(At this stage question No. *202 was called.; 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: May I put one more supple- 
mentary question, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: No. I have called the next question. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E; Sir, this is a very important ques- 
tion. These lorries are being transported 
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you please sit down, Mr. Oliose? 
This question is already over and I cannot allow any more supple- 
mentary on this. 

Mfi ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, these lorries are being 
transported to Burma without the knowledge of the proprietors, and it 
is our right to represent their cases. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you please sit down, Mr. Ghose? 
I cannot allow any more questions. I have given sufficient opportu- 
nities already, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: All right, Sir, I sit down, because 
you have the right to ask me to sit down. But my submission is that 
you cannot take away our right to put supplementary questions. 


Appointment of a temporary tuporvitor in Public Health Department. 

*202. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED; Oi) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that applications were invited and received from Muslim candi- 
dates by the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, 
Bengal,. up to 24th Oct(d>er. 1941, to fill up the temporary 
vacancy of a supervisor; 

(n) that five Muslim candidates were <allcd for interview on the 
hth DecemWr, 1941 ; and 

(//») that the Chief Engineer had asked the candidates to see him 
on the Hth Deccmlnr, 1941, on which date the candidates 
wen' examined by himy 

(ff) If the answer to (ol is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether any appointment has since been 
made to the iK)st trom amongst the said candidates!" 

{(') If tlie ansNNer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thercf(»r? 

The Hon’bic Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: {a) Yes. 

(h) and (c) No appointment has l>eeu made from the five candidates 
for the following reasons. A temporary supervisor in the Public 
Health Department having been apiwinted as officiating Superintendent, 
Kalimpong Water Works, a Hindu officer was taken in his place by the 
Chief Engineer, Public Health Department. Government did not 
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approve this arrangement and directed to fill the post of the temporary 
supervisor by a Moslem. The post was advertised accordingly. But 
the position (hanged by the time the candidates were interviewed. The 
vacancy in the jiost of the Superintendent, Kaliinpong Water Works, 
was expected to be filled up substantively within a short period and in 
view' of this it was not considered advisable to remove the temporary 
Hindu officer for the short period. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Having regard to the fact that the 
post of temporary supervisor, Public Health I)ej)artment, was reserved 
for Muslims and having regard to the further fact that Muslim candi- 
dates were available, will the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of th® 
Department be pleased to state why a Hindu officer was taken in instead 
of a Muslim at the first instance f' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It will be dour from 
the answer itself that that was done in the lK‘partment concerned 
without previous reference to the (lovernmeiit, but as soon as it was 
brought to the notice of (he (iov(‘riim(*iit , the reply stales, (Toverument 
did not approve this arrangement and directed to fill the post of the 
temporary supervisor by a Muslim. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In view of the fact that the 
officiating Superintendent, Kulinipong Waterworks, is going to be 
made permanent in that post, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of reserving the post, which is going to be 
vacant by reason of the incumbent of the post being promoted to th® 
post of Superintendent, for a Muslim? 

The Hon’bli Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 shall certainly 
**onsider that question. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED. Sir, the answer says that temporary 
supen'isor has been appointed the officiating Superintendent. May w^e 
know whether the supervisor i.s a Hindu or a Muslim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 cannot say that 
because tlii.s question does not relate to tliat. 


PeraonaJ explanation. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (In a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. As the Hon hie Chief Minister has refused to give 
any answer to my supplementary question regarding question No. *199 
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unless and until he has got the full report about the enquiries which 
he is making, 1 am bound to make a personal explanation; otherwise 
when it goes to the Press it will create a wrong impression. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; Dr. Banerjee, 1 cannot allow you to 
make any personal explanation on this because the Hon'ble Minister 
has given what answers he could give at the present moment. 

Time preecribed for quaetions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With due respect to the Chair, I 
would like to draw attention to the fact that it is not yet 9 a.m. and the 
time set apart for questions is one hour. But still you gave your ruling 
that sufficient discussion had been made on the question of lorries and 
that no further discussion was necessary, though I stood up to put 
one or two supplementary questions, because so many owners of lorries 
in Calcutta are being harassed and so many business men are being 
put to inconvenience. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; I am sorry, Mr (Jhose, I can not help 
it. You should always remember that >ou can put sui)])lementary 
questions only for eliciting any matter of fact arising out of the answer 
given by the Hon’ble Minister. That is the protection I can give you. 
But in this case the Hon'ble Minister has given his answer and you 
are still insisting on putting (jiiestions which do not arise out of the 
answ'ers giveu. J am prepared to give one hour everyday. But how 
can 1 help if the Hon’ble Minister refu.ses to answer or says that he is 
not in a position to say at the moment more than wdiat he has said. In 
my o])inion the supplementary que.stion that you put does not arise 
out of the answer given by the Hoii'ble Minister. And, therefore, I 
curtailed your right to put that <juestion. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But what you said, Sir, 1 submit, 
was that enough divscussion was made, to which view 1 do not agree. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, the honourable 
member is perfectly justified in making the observation that consider- 
able hardship is being caused to business men by the arrangements 
which have been put into operation. There is absolutely no justifica- 
tion on my part or on the part of any other member to question that 
atatement of fact. At the same time 1 would like to make it perfectly 
clear that having regard to the extraordinary situation in which we are 
now functioning it is not possible for us to ensure that amount of 
minimum convenience which we would otherwise like to ensure. The 
difficulty fivmi which we are suffering is that the civil administration, 
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the demands of commerce and industry — all these things have to be 
subordinated to the overwhelming consideration of military necessity. 
It is for these reasons that everybody engaged in commerce and 
industry, profession or any other business has got to subonlinate to a 
very great extent his indivitlual demand to the necessity of the defence 
of the country. In these circumstances we always attempt to minimise 
the hardship hut heyond that no guarantee can he given. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of information, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you please sit down. Mr. Ohose? 
If you are not satisfied with the answer given hy the Hon’hle Minister, 
all you ran do is to move u relevant motion. But 1 c'ann(»t, us 1 have 
already t(dd you, allow an,\ more di.scusison on this hecniise I am 
absolutely helpless in the mutter as to wheflier a Minister has properly 
answered or whether siifHcient answers have been given or not. If 
you are nut satisfied, it i" (»pen to \ou to move a motion. 


Pending questions. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May 1. Sir, draw the attention 
of tlie Hon’hle Minister to the lai’t that the .session is soon coming to 
a (do.se un<l that there are still man> questions pending. May W(* know, 
Sir, what is going to he done with regard to tho.se pending quest itms? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All 1 can say is that we have tried our 
level he.st to have answers to all the questions during this session, hut 
as we have not got all the answerH from the (ioverninent we are quite 
helpless. However, 1 will try to get from (ioverninent answers to ae 
many questions as possible in two or three days. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may I point out that 
80 far as my knowledge goes, we have been extremely anxious to answer 
as many questions as possible. Personally I remember answering a 
doxen questions e\ery day and 1 have answered questions within two 
or three days of their being put. I will also enquire from other 
departments whether questions have accumulated and we shall see that 
questions are .sent as quickly as posihle. It is not our rlesire io with- 
hold question.s. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, questions of the July 
aession are still pending. 

Tht Hoii*l»lt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is possible. Arrearf 
have to be cleared up. 
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Mr. AHMED HOSAINs Sir, I put two short notice questions some 
time ago — fjne regarding the representation of the armoury raid 
prisoners and the other regarding the publication of the magisterial 
enquiry report into the recent Dacca incident. I have learnt ‘lince 
then that the Assembly Department has sent the questions to the 
department concerned. May I know whether Government is unable to 
answer these question.s? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will refer this matter to the Govern- 
ment today and I will see what has been done by the department 
regarding these two questions. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, previously when we used to send 
questions, they used to be sent to the relevant Minister. This session, 
however, w’e sent questions but they have been returned because they 
were not addressed to the Minister concerned. For instance, 1 sent a 
question regarding workers of the Government Electrical Department 
and I naturally addressed the question to the Labour Department. 
But it has been sent back to me saying that it does not concern the 
Labour Department. It concerns the Labour Dejiartment, it concerns 
the Public Works Department and it concerns the Finance I>ppartment. 
It is for the Assembly Department to find out which Minister is con- 
cerned, but instead of that, the question has been sent back to me. I 
think, this is very unsatisfactory. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please refer this matter in writing to 
me and 1 will enquire into it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERilEE: Sir, the session will be over soon and 
I will get no reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please give it to me today. 


Non-ofllcial Businm. 

Babu HACENDRA NATH SEN: On a point of infonuation and 
on a point of order. Sir. Under rule 18 of the Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rules Fridays are generally reserved for non-official 
business. 

Sir, we are sitting tomorrow which is a Friday. So, I wonder how 
the Chair can order that non-official business will not be taken up 
tomorrow. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: His Excellency the GoTernor in exercise 
of his individual judj^nient has sent a message to the House. I will 
lay it before the House either this afternoon or tomorrow. The House 
will then understand the whole thiiiK- 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

43— I ndustr ies— I ndu$tr ies. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooar 

Sir, on the reconiinendation of His Kxeellenc'v the (lovernor I beg" to 
move that a sum of Its. 17,4t).(tO(l la* granted for expenditure under th^ 
head Industries — Industries”. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. 1 beg to move that the demunil of 
Its. 17.4tl,tl(KI for expemliture under the head “4'i -Industries — 
Industries'’ be rediu'ed b> Hs KHI. in <]oing so m,\ main intention is 
to discuss 1»riert\ the industrial policy of the ttovernment . From tt 
perusal of I he bmlget W(* tind that a sum of Us. 7.b(K) has been allotted 
for the Imlustrial Credit Syndicate as against Rs, d2.4(KI during tho 
previous >eur Hut as u mutter of fact very few of us have the oppor- 
tunities to kiHAv what this .SMidicate stamls for, what is its function^ 
what is its constitution and how far it has been able to helj) industriali- 
sation of the province, I happen to he an elected member of the Board 
of Industries under the State Aid to Industries Act. I find there that 
the Board has no other function than to dispose of loan petitions and 
there also I find that relief cannot be extended to tho.se for whom it 
is supposed to be meant on account of the rigidity of the rules framed 
by the department. In order to slacken the rigidity of some of the 
rules regarding State Aid and to avoid some of the anomalies in the 
Act, the standing committee of tlie last Coaliti(m Party recommended 
some amendments to tlie Stale Aid to Industries Act. As far as I 
remember one of the sugge.^ted amendments was to find out a suitnbl*^ 
and comprehensive ilefinition of the word ‘‘Industry” for the purposes 
of the Act. I do not know' if after a laborious research from one desk 
to the other of the department they have been able to find out a suitable 
definition to give shape to the i<lea,s of the committee. This is the 
type of the department r»n which we have to deiiend for our va.st 
industrial possibilities. Now, Sir, w'e find that the coming year’* 
allotment for the Industrial Oedit Syndicate is much less than those 
of the previous years, but no leason has been given thereof. Is it 
because the Syndicate ha.s nothing substantial to do tow’ards industriali- 
sation of the province or is it Wcause it has failed to discharge its 
• functions properly. I would request the Hon hie Minister to clarify 
the position. 
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Sir, the Department of Industry is the most important factor in 
the making of a nation in these days. It is a recognised fact that 
agriculture alone will not be able to support the growing population 
of our country. There is no hope for her unless she is industrialised. 
Industrialisation will solve the problem of unemplojTiient not merely of 
the urban population but of the rural people also. It will supplement 
the income of the poor agriculturists and provide an off-time occupa- 
tion for them. Our country possesses vast resources of men and raw 
material and a large internal market in her favour. We have only to 
make use of it towards industrial development of the country as a 
whole. 

For some time past the attention of some of our political leaders 
have been drawn towards the bogey of Indianisation of administration, 
but 1 can tell you, Sir, tliat whatever form of (jovernment Sir Stafford 
Cripps or anybody else may prescribe frir us, the masses are not going 
to swallow it unless something tangible is given by which the economic 
structure t»f our society can ])e overliauled ainl resliaped on more hunia- 
niturinn basis. Mere change oi the colour of administration may 
satisfy a few political careerists who can display turncoat perfonnances 
at any moment in order to stick to their job at any cost, but it will 
never be acceptable to the mas.ses whom we have the honour to 
represent, It will be taken us no more than the exterior change of a 
building from white to black as we find done in some cases in the city 
for protection against air-raid. 

Our friends in front on the Government benches toda\ used to find 
fault with the last Ministry on the ground that they had no plan, 
programme or policy. May 1 ask that now they are in power, have 
they been able to formulate any definite j)olicy,^ If so, how is it that 
there is no indication of any industrial jjolicy in the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister’s budget speech y 1 hope I shall not be told that they had 
only two months’ time at their disposal within which they could not 
formulate any scheme, because I find that this period was not found 
insufficient in making a scheme for purchasing not economic but com- 
munal liarmony at a cost of one lakh of rupees. 

Our Krishuk-Proja friends always talk of reduction of rent, etc., 
and thereby try to capture popular imagination but they do not seem 
to understand that they are allowing another class of people — I mean 
the industrial magnates — to be much more powerful and autocratic 
than the jsaininders. This does not mean that I minimise the import- 
ance and necessity of tenancy legislations for the benefit of the raiyata 
but I w’ant to make it clear that Government should come forward with 
a bold policy of decentralisation and democrat isation of industries in 
the province, because I feel that it is of more vital importance to the 
raiyats than any sort of tenancy legislation so far as the amelioration* 
of their economic condition is concerned. 
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The Board of Economic Enquiry* to the Government of Bengal set 
up by the last Ministry has taken up preparation of some sample family 
budgets of agriculturists of some villages selected at random. The 
report has not yet been finally compiled but from what I have seen of 
some of these records, I may tell you. Sir. that the result would be 
appalling. The average income of these families would not exceed 
Rs. 2 per head per month. Naturally they have to live on never-ending 
loan.s. Do you think. Sir, that merel> tenancy legislation can meet 
this .state of uftairs^ They must he given .some subsidiary industrial 
occupation by which the> would be able to earn at lea.st their bare 
maintenance expen..es. 

Sir, the Ministry lias failed to ]>iovi«le an> means whatsoever for our 
indu'.trial <leveh'pnieiit . M'e boast of a people’s government, but what 
have w’e ilone for solving tlie people's unemp]o\ ment ^ Wlial have we 
done to keeji the agriculturists cnlplo^e(l for the larger jxution of the 
yeai when tlo\\ have nothing toilo^ Agriiniltuie is a st'asonal industry, 
and ])eople engaged in it are w’ithoul work in the off stMisons. I'o «lo 
them any real and tangible good we must pro^ ide work tor them in tlie 
off ,s(‘as<)ns. Foi tin*, object, what is nei'cssary above all is a revival 
of the cottage imlustrics that have on<*e h(*en the pride of Bengal. But 
to our utter disappointment, the Government of Btuigal liave dou© 
nothing so far. The e>tahlishment of imlustrial credit .societies and 
the State Aid to Industne.s Act and the rules made thereunder have 
received a dead letter ot law doing no real benefit to those for whom 
lhe.\ liud been meant. People who weie unahb* to find out a job to 
make their both ends meet could hardly he expected to fulfil the coudi- 
tiou.s under which a loan under the State Aid to Industries Act w’as to 
be given. The provi>.i(tn-. ol securiiN and advance have stood on the 
way. 

^ Again, Sir, Government should .see that the industries wliich are 
already started are managed on a democratic basis. An industry should 
not lie the private projierty of the Managing Agents alone, but of all 
share-holders; and what is more important is that peojile who are pur- 
chasers of the fini>^he<l product ought to get a fair deal. The Manag- 
ing Agency system is a necessary evil in our country and (he sooner 
we can get rid of it, the better. But the Government do not seem to 
be quite sanguine about it. We can pay for the managing agency 
system only so long us Banks w’ith industrial Idas are not forthcoming. 
And in the establishment of industrial banks. Government have a very 
great duty to perform. The evils of the managing agency system are 
far too clear. I would suggest that it is high time that (lovemment 
should 1)6 sanguine about doing away with it, 

$ The duly of the Government with regard to cottage industries is 
far more significant, because here are people who do not know how the 
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outside world is moving. It is the clear duty of the Government to 
make information available at their doors and to .see that they can 
get cheap tools and raw iiiateriali. I realise it is a difficult task at 
the present juncture with our import trade in machinery practically 
stopped. But we are not doing what we can still do. Rural 
industrialists have some implements of their own and with a little 
encouragement from the Government, they can resume their business 
which they had been compelled to give up. We are suffering from non- 
supply of certain things, we are suffering frojn very high prices of 
others. Is it not desirable that we should try in nil possible ways to 
increase our home production as far as j)racticablp r' What an irony of 
fate that we cannot consume the finishe<l product of which we ourselves 
possess the raw materials?' For meeting our needs in war time if not 
for anything else, I would ask the (ioverninent to take up a policy of 
reviving the cottage industrie.s. One step in tliis direction is distri- 
bution of fiind.s and raw materials t(» men in the industrial line and 
also to those young men who are trained by the department. Another 
is perhaps the establishment of researcli laboratories for finding out 
cheap tools and materials. But these are moH or less jiroblems uhich 
will take time for solution. Wliat we imim*diately reijuire and what 
I think the (Government has got sufficient J)o^\ers and means to do are 
as follows: — Provision of some sort of loan in a- eas> term a.s possible 
to enable the rural workers to resume their indu'^trial work, to purchase 
raw materialvS. The next thing is increase of tlie function of co-opera- 
tive societies. They must include purchase of raw materials and sale 
of finished product. An individual is neither a good and successful 
buyer, nor a successful seller. Then comes establishment of co-opera- 
tive warehouses for storing the products of cottage industries. Ware- 
houses will give in exchange for finished product agricultural bills 
of exchange which are redisi'ountable with the Heserve Bank of India. 
But the greatest advantage would be the elimination of the middle- 
men who exploit the lion’s share in these sales. Sir. if the Hoii’ble 
Minister finds it worthwhile to consider the above suggestions and if he 
really means business 1 would request him to realise that the time has 
come when we should face facts bohll> ami <lo awa> with all the mush- 
room bodit‘s like Board of Industries ami tlie Industrial Credit Syndi- 
cate us at present constituted. Imstead he should (ome forward with 
a proposal for the establishment oi a Statutoi\\ Board to help and advise 
the Director of Industries in carrying out the Government policy. 
This Board should include reas<»nable number of representatives from 
the Department, Bunks, distinguished indu'^trialists. Professors of 
Economics, and non-official representatives of agriculturist.s with first- 
hand practical knowledge of village economics. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance M 
the House. 
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Library Caiiimittea. 

Mr# DEPUTY SPEAKER: Umler rule 2 uf the rules regulating 
control and maiiagemeiit of the library, I nominate the following 
members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly to serve in the Library 
Committee : — 

(1) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. f.i.K., 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar San\al, and 

(3) Mr. Abdur Itahiuun Silldiqi. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

4S— I fidustr ies— I nduatriat. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Dutta, you will move motiorii 
Nos. ‘)2, ')4, ob, and ’>1) together. 

Mr. SUKUMAR DUTTA: Ye-s, Sir. I beg to move the motions 
standing in ni\ name, name!}, that the demand of Us. 17,40,000 for 
e.\j>enditure undtr the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be redueed 
1)\ Us. 100. The (d)ject.s <d iny motions are to raise u discussion about 

neces.Hity (d starting organisation of hand-spun yarns, (2) marketing 
of village industrial product.s of Bengal. (3) handloom industries in 
Bengal, (4t poiir\, and t ”) i inadequacy of the grunt for the develop- 
ment of handlt)oin industne.s. 

ft: cs'dRi -wift oi 

^i:5Tf|5Tm ^ irc^ 

(TT a Sif so-called Provincial Autonomy r3tn ^3 Industry 
DejMirtment, (.’o-ojRTative TKqmrtmentiJ^ TJ '-IVTUt ft I 

I (?r^ (?t r?i ft 

4^* ’?tftf>rPr.«r^ wyi 

^T1 to:! 4^! imagination ijil I ’’eTOH r.crft Industry 

Department ^ C^PT 4^ C 

4^ '^GTTl ^ ft I Industry Dejwirtment 4!^ 

Industrial Survey Committee I ^ftfl; 

C!tc^ r^rvTT^ j Jit Of -ir^ ftrj 

ft cn Too ^ftPr? or4^ f Tc^ onv ji 7rtt:f 

^cw 4!Ts Wopf I ’Tfr^ 

CbUTO H Dr. MackayC! ftrnr O'tiyR ^ 
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CbJlmH appoint ^ ^ vii^* 
OTOTTPT appoint ^ ^ ^KCb^ ^], 

#n f^GTC^“3T handloom <i|^t bell metal 

C^ action's Industry Department ^1TR=T PT I 

’iffft ^ ’TfTo ii^: <^r cy 

(4^ Ciz^ ^ rnrc^ ij^* (Tt Pt^tS sanctioned I 

'HrfarfOT’ Finance Minister JJ Wf 'it^ ^tcsr^ SOT^ 

C? ^ sanctioned Tm ^ S ^ 4 

(TFH ^ 57 ftl 05^ ^ 57 f7 4^1 4^S ^r$ ^ 71 I 

^«rt7f7 7C7 57 ^ 7M77 Industry Department 4 ?r 7#t — 4T ^ f g C77 

71, 7«r5T %77 — ^ fTlOTl f:^ C»^7 ^1. 4^: TP?^ fTCTr? ima- 

gination4?r 47T? "7^ I Handloom industry TOf OJ TtTfi; C7^ schemefei 
7tf77tl 7t7? 771 577tW I 7t7^ TtTl handloom indu try 7TO fTJ fVj study 
CTtllTft, TtTTl 'otTFSTCT^ Brtf7 (7 771 73T7 757" i ^fr.Wf7 

f^ TTITJ TtTtTT 7f^Sr^ ISt^l 8^1C7*^ C7 477 S ^[^7 C 

77 7t?7> TtTl 4^ 3tr37 7t7 C7tr!r ^fTTl f7^r5 TT^T I 

^:r'<f7 f777 (7 75i:7tPt3f7 7otC7 47‘ CTTCT^ 755 ’il^ •&7T ^1^5 

Prtr 7tr5i 7tr7 7g xai 7Ta?!5 1 7^^•7^^^■^ f77 71 ^ ti^, 

7t?7r f7Uf7 cvfr7, Tt^Tt^ 7t% CTTf — ^7'^77 7S7^ tfHl >8 CTtft &t7t7 I 7<»115 

Industry Dejwrtment t|TOT7 7^77 77 ^ 77 ITTI 775 C7tC75 4 f77^ 771 
7T77 71 I 717^ 7f7 ’JtTl of75t77 organise 7^77, 47^ ^1^ 5 7 7t^ 

C7 TO f73pt 57 7t7i5 TTI 47* TtTi^ cl?* 77^ — 4^ Tfw 

^t75TC7 advertise TOT ^515X7 C7TX77 7C7 4 frfTOT 7t7'l1 51^5 7tX7 
C7 717^ fTOT TtTCl^ 75 7^ 47: ^ CTO'S CF7 C7»rt C^TT# 1 

5tTO 7TVC7 TlliTCT Tt^TtCTOl 7^05 7rC7 4 ^: TC77 nS 

5J777f7 5T7 fTTI #lf771 f^fr 7’7C5 TtC^ I f77 TUT? r:OT f777 C7, 

TIT 0 7^7^ 7'C7 4^ TVf] 7t7 ^t7 5tOT 7lC77 TCTT Ff7X7 fTO'Q 4 
CTT7 7T® ^tTl t’TUS 7tC97 ft I 4 ftTO f77-7^777tOT C7t7 7«tt^ 
Tfr, 15^ CT7 4^“ 45 ft7 TO Ministrj' TtTTOT 7C77 $77 ^C7 *tt71 
4^ 7W7T Ttr^T 77C5 7TOT ft I 4 fTTO 7W7T 7t^ C7tC7 CTCTf^ C7 TtTtTT 
4T| propaganda 7’7C7 7^, 47| marketing facility fro ^tC57 

Tt7i:$7 Ftf^ T5r? (7*1"^ 5T7 CTOS 7TO 47: Ttft 0 7TO TtT CTTO 
CTOff^ C7 ^tr57 7MC’57 Ftf^ C7C$ PfCTC^ 1 fVl C7 <3h C7 TtTTt? 771 
TOCI^ 51 7f77t51 5 ft7$^^ TtC7 ; T^T ^17*^ 771 7*87 57 ft I ■jfj ft® 
77C1 77 CTO 7^ T^ftTl 5X5F "^517 47: marketing fa(‘ility7. C7 7T771 757*^ 
C7C*$7 771 $ft5 I 51 advertisement S >77t7 } 4 ^ TOTJ fTJ firftC77 



1M2.} 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


10 $ 


^ <4^ ftror InduBtrial Survey Com- 
mittee^ fk^" c^»f ^'cvr cvem totc^ i 4^ ^ ?ff wm 

^ Oj 4^ wrm ^’cs ^ttr^ 4^: ^ 3775 fi»i:vc^ 

4^n ^;«ik*fci W5 ^Tori 

4 ’TTCR Industrial Syndicate Syndicate function 

^ I Cvr^ C Industrial Syndicate 5'CTO, 

fV^ function 4^* Industrial Sjnidicate ^ ^ Wt?TT ^ I 

31^ ^ Bengal Home Industry^ W^l ^ 

Bengal Home Industry (71^ ^TU' TOTH? 4?* 4?n5 (?t^ SriFl 

ftOBl advcrti8ement4 ^ 7’^ I ^THl 

^ ^ firi TOTTTm TJtU5 ^ TIT cn ^ i 

^■fl Tf% Ol, Industry I)ei)artment4^ 

^ f^rr^. 3^ 4 ftroi C^*t^ c^tr? departmental 

officer45J 3Br ^ I C^h 

4^: f3f^ (3h ^ I 

V # 

4^ I (TTi^ <r^fe3Trir (’o-oi)erative I><*pHrtmcnt W1 Crh 

?Tb^ co-ordination f^rl^- 

^ fkym: 4^“ 3t3 % ’nr::i i ^ c^ 

^Tvr co-ordination JT] r?! 3Br (TOT 4^ ^ 

oBr (V'im vry^ ^ 

^ 4^ ^t:?n c*m ^ wm f^ncro i cw 

<?I (^5^ ^ (71 '«^I4|(.'»^ ^tf5^ ” 3t''t9 ^ 4^* 4^ 

C^ ^T1 3tr3 '^PTI province C«lCT wagon difficulty^ VR7 

I 31 ^ c*n7l ^ 3t?i ^ 

C^"!^ 31^51 bjift ’TSn^ war materials | "(SBf 4^1^ 4^ 

’m\ 4^r w (7171 r^nv 'w^ titt t 

4? ^7 ^ 4^ 4 ^ (77 3t777T 4 

TJnm 7m<fT7 ^ 79^ y»7 71 I 

^ 4?1?i T^i^iB 5 i;ot 77711 ; 7t:7T77Cl jpji 74 rir, (?H> 

3t-Jt ^ 7TC7 TOTir C7r7 I 4^ C7C7 TftTI ^tfOT irt?:3 

731 7t7 3t7 7mi 7! 7n[C7 737 7^^ 7377 77711 47^ 4 

{77C7 Study 7^77 3771 77C3 ritCT4 C7 477 c7r7 hand-apun yam4f 
VTT 57777 71771 71 7’7r7 777T77 777*177 TSTl 7V7 77 ( 4 

7RT iJtCT’ IftHV 57777 tf577 771 47* 377 WTT ^777 7T7TI 771 

47111 7^771 77ft TtH Tft TTTTOT 4^ 777J1 77777C77 
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iht ^ 3t*r' mnr ctjot 4^: % >«!* 

«*fTC^ ( ^'OT Finance Minister =^1 S|t(n 

^Ttn ^), 15! Director of Industries Registrar-of Co-operalhre 
Societies (TT^fR 

OiliTf ^ Pllf TOlf 'BrfeSTS!^"^ Roi immediately 4^ 

?|rfirlP form I QRf 4^ 

^pp! 4^1?i Tnm T ^ms ^icR i 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker^ Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Its. 17,40,000 under the head “43 — 
Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my 
motion is to raise a discussion about the want of policy of Govern men t 
for industrialisation of the province. 

Sir, it has be(;ome the usual habit of Government to ignore any- 
thing said from the Opposition benches but in this particular question, 
in view of the importance of the subject-matter, I would request the 
Minister in charge to give the utmost attention to the observations 
made on so vital a subject as the industrialisation of the Province. 
The mutter is neither communal or .sectarian nor. in any way, connect- 
ed with any particular clus.s. Nor again d(M*.s it raise question of the 
rich and tlie poor, or of a majority or a minority. It i.s on the other 
hand, a mutter in the effective and successful handling of which lies 
the N(dution of the general well-being of tliie Province as a whole. If 
the members of the Treasury Bench desire that ways and nveans must 
be deviseil so as to ])roniolc tin* .olvanccnM*nt and material prosperity 
of Bengal tlien I would up])eal to them t(t (onsider the qiie.stion ol 
the foiinulut ion of a well-plannetl })olic\ ot industrialisation and pfiy due 
utt 4 *ntiou to m\ .subiuission.s even though these come from a member 
of the Muslim Leagiie Part\. The Department of Industries is the 
one (lepartnient of Government wliich (an Im* wt‘ll und trul\ called a 
uat ion-building om*. and it i> tlu* one Department in which any 
amount of immcv can be sate!\ m\ested with the dual purpose of 
helping the people and bringing in a profitable return at the one and 
the same time. 

Sir, there is a general misconception to the effect that if public 
inoncv is invest^'d in industries it will only go to the benefit of people 
living in urban areas and may prove harmful to rural interests. But 
1 would like to point out that thi.s misunderstanding is unfortunate and 
w'ithout any reason. The development of industries will not benefit 
any particular class, creed or community or any section of the popula- 
tion, but will redound to the benefit of the province as a whole. It 
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is a matter which" will directly an<l indirectly cotttribate to the well- 
lieing bt the entire populace of our province. Therefore, the ^orern- 
ment should pay more attention to this department in preference to 
all other departments. I may mention in this connection, the House 
the other, day ..voted a sum of Rs. 23,50,000 for Debt Conciliation, an 
amount which is more tljan the provision of Rs. 17,40,000 for this 
Department. The amount of Rs. 23,50,000 would not h^ye l>een 
necessary for expenditure for Debt Conciliation if the (foverniuent had 
paid sufficie^it attention to this Department in order to ensure the 
material prosperity of tlie masses by a bold iu)liry of industrialisation. 
Now' we have to incur heavy expenditure to atone for the mistakes 
made in the past. Prevention is l)etter than cure. It is also some- 
thin^f like 8j>ending on medicines and dcjctor’s bills rather than fetnling 
and looking after a person before he falls sick. Therefore, w^e should 
now .seriously set our.stdves to the task of taking up this question in a 
way calculated to solve the prohlem of the abject poverty of our people. 
Agriculture is no longer able to support the growing population of the 
country and unless we take re.sort to industries to not only meet the 
needs of the hour hut to raise and keep up the standard of living of 
the maases a serious situation is likely t(» arise w'hich may result in 
untold mi. series. 

In this view of the matter the Department of Industries is l)eing 
starved and adetjuat4' provision has not lieen made for the development 
and growtli of industries in the province. It is a pity lliat out of u 
total provincial revenue of Rs. 1(U crores a meagre amount of 
Bs. 17, 40, 000 is provided for the Department of Industries on which 
the iirosjierity of the province dei)ends. I do not think the (lovern- 
ment will ever he in a position to industrialise the provinr<* unless tliey 
come forward with a much larger sum. If necessary, several minor 
departments of Government should he sacrificed to m(H*t tin* require- 
menta for a hold and comprehensive policy of industrialisation of the 
^unti^’ on a planned ba.sis spread over a number of It goes 

without saying that the salvation of a country and the l)etterment and 
well-being of its jieople lies in the development of industries. If w^e 
develtrp industries we solve the much-vexed prohlem of unemployment 
and nobody can deny that industrialisation will also considerably 
improve the condition of the peasantry. 

Sir, I want to impress upon Government the very great urgency of 
this question. Due to war conditions export and import facilities have 
ceased with the result that we are faced with increased cost of all 
imported articles and at the same time decrease in price of our raw 
materials. Previously when raw-materials could be freely exported 
the prices were high but now due to shortage of shipping the prices have 
fallen to subnormal level with the result that our agriculturists — the 
producers of raw materials — have been badly hit. The time is, there- 
fore, opportune for the establishment of major and minor iaduetriee 
S 
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throughout the. length and breadth of this great province of ours ao 
that our own maieriala may be consumed at borne and the price level 
maintained. This will directly help our agriculturists and other 
growers of raw materials. 

Sir, the much-vexed question of a minimum price of jute becomes 
easy of solution if Government, in accordance with a policy of indus- 
trialisation, starts »State-owned jute mills with borrowed capital which 
will be easily forthcoming, in several parts of the province. These 
State factories could purchase jute direct from the growers through 
their own agents and thus counteract the manipulation of the market 
by mill-owners unsympathetic to the interest of the people. State 
factories could thus control the monopoly of the manufacture of jute 
products and thus ensure the maintenance of the price level at a fixed 
rate. This would serve the two-fold purpose of contributing to the 
prosperity of the peasantry and at the same time prevent the exploita- 
tion of our natural resources by foreign capital. Furthermore, Sir, 
industries will have to play a very dominant part in the reconstruction 
of post-w'ar India and iinle.ss effective and adequate steps are now 
taken to build up our industries a great deal of our money is likely 
to be drained out of our country in importation of goods and materials 
that will then be e.ssentially necessary for the purpose. This possibility 
of drainage must be prevented by foresight on the part of those who 
are committed to tlie task of the administration of the affairs of this 
province. 

Sir, the last Ministry did realise the need of the hour in this 
direction and constituted an Industrial Survey Committee. An 
Industrial survey is pre-requisite to the framing of any comprehensive 
programme of industrialisation. But the budget provisions disclose 
the absence of any substantial provision for a programme of work 
which may be envisaged by the coinmitte<* set uj). We are apprehen- 
sive, therefore, that the present (lovernment do(‘s not realise the grave 
imimrt of the question. If the (tovernment were really sympathetic 
towards this all-important need'^ of the monient tliey would liave 
unhesitatingly* made provision for the establisliment of a few State- 
owned or State-aided imlustries employing .some twenty thousand 
Iversons for the manufacture of some articles of common use. And 
with a view to <’reating public confidence Government should have put 
forward some tangible sclieme which when carried out would add to 
the inauufa(‘tured wealth of tlie province. Besides, these factories 
would have served as a model tt> the enterprising people who would have 
derived the fullest possible benefit out of them. If the Government 
take the initiative in this direction, as is the practice in all thb countries 
of the world, the public would certainly take to the manufacture of 
such arti(‘li3 more readily and thus many an avenue would come into 
^xistenee for giving employment to the great educated unemployed 
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aommunity in our province whose number is legion. This would hatw 
niforded a chance for the mitigation of the misery and sufferiniT of 
these unfortunate people. But the difficulty is that the scanty budget 
allotment discloses the intention of Government to tinker with this 
vast problem and the meagre amount of Hs. 17,40,000 will not b» 
sufficient even to touch the fringe of the subject-matter of my diaciMh 
aion tO’day. 

Now, Sir, before I conclude I want to draw the pointed attention 
of Government to another as|H*ct of this question which also should 
receive the serious considerations of (iovernment. The problem of 
unemployment whicli has become very acute in this province cannot b# 
tackled properly unless radical overhauling is made in the present system 
of education. 1 am voicing the opinion of the majority of my educated 
countrymen when I sa\ (hat introduction of some sort of industrial 
education in the curricula of our educational institutions is essential 
for overcoming tliis evil. Th(‘ present system of bookish education is 
largely lespoiisiblc for swelling tlie ranks of the unemjiloyed post- 
graduates, graduate.s and under-graduates wijo are ill-equipped to 
pursue any avocation for independent earning. I think the House will 
agree with me when I sa\ that the (iovernment will be w*ell-udvised to 
devote their attention to tlie setting up of more industrial .schools and 
making industry one of the selective subjects in all Government and 
aided scltO(»ls. And further ib<*\ .should provid<* scope and opp(>rtuiiitiei 
to students to receive training in .some particular vcication so that they 
may be enaicled to start busincs.s independently after completion of 
their .-student carwr. 

Before resuming m\ “ont I <‘arneMtl\ appeal the Government to 
pay much greater attention to industries. The industrialisation of the 
province is the only hojK* of salvation for the loovinre as it w'ill help 
its all-n)unfl devel(»pmeiit and progress and the agriculturists will get 
more price for their raw materials and labour. The capitalists w'ill 
also have their due share of profits, thus adding to the prosperity of 
the land. The millions of unemployed will get food apd work and 
skilled labour will fetch coin[)€titive wages. Thus it will contribute 
to the well-being of all the sections of our population. But if nothing 
is done in this direction the province will ever Remain a market for 
foreign provinces and countries and we shall have to depend on othera 
for even coniinon article.s of nece.s.sity. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BIHARI MAITI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Ks. I7,4l),0()0 for expenditure under the 
head “4^1 — Industries— >Indu.stries'’ be reduced by K«. ItXJ. The 
object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the ne<5e«sity for 
providing money for khmh and other village industries, and for aecking 
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fo-operation of the AlMndia Village Industries Association (Bengal 
Branch) and All-India Spinners* Association (Bengal Branch) in the 
dcTelopment of the work in this department. 

Sir, I need not go into the details as to why this state of things 
was brought about, but the result has been that almost the whole 
people inhabiting this land have become dependent on agriculture for 
their maintenance. The pressure on land has been so heavy that it 
eannot bear it even if agriculture is made more extensive as well as 
intensive. We must, therefore, develop our industries but in view of 
the difficulties at the present moment in the matter of transport 
facilities and of finding capital and l>ecause of the want of expert 
knowledge and enterprise it is not possible to start large-scale indus- 
tries. The industries that are possible now and that are required by 
circumstances, both external and internal, are village industries. 
These industries, if developed, will go a great way to relieve the suffer- 
ings of the p<*ople in the countryside. These industries are particularly 
concerned with our elementary requirements, such as cloth and other 
articles of daily use in rural areas. There are two organisations which 
are working with this end in view, namely, the All-India Village 
Industries Association (Bengal Branch) and the All-India Spinners’ 
Association (Bengal Brunch). They are conducted by selfless men of 
integrity, honesty and intelligeiu'e and are manned by a set of sincere 
workers who work only for the love of work on a mere pittance. The 
following figures of the All-India Spinner.^’ Association will sjH‘ak for 
themselves. Yarn prod\iced in 1940 w'as ‘.2. 703, 051 lb^. ; uuml)er of 
villages concerned was 13,451 ; spinners engaged were 254,908; the 
number of weavers is Hi, 801 ; others were 4,377. The total number of 
artisans employed is 27(i,14(). AVages given to .spinners amount to 
Its. 19,00,344; wages given to weaveiN amount to Rs. 10,81,454; w'ages 
given to c»thers amount to R>. 4,8.3,011. Tiie total under wages comes 
up to Us. 34 , (m, 409. 

^’ow’. Sir, the kluuh produced by .spinners is worth Rs. 3,47,4^6. 
The number of habitual A7/fl<^f/-wearer8 among spinners is 23*7 per cent, 
ind that of habitual A7on// -wearers among weavers is 68*3 per cent. 

The amount of silk production is wurth Rs. 4,57,514 and the amount 
•f wool production is worth Rs, 2,84,611. The total amount of wages 
distributed l>etween k924 and 1940 is Rs. 3,59,73,443. 

Sir, the Sangha has been serving all communities alike. 276,146 
artisans engaged by the Sangha belong to the various communities as 
follows: the number of Harijans is 19,645; other Hindus 170,273; 
Muslims 57,378 and those regarding whom information has not been 
seceived 28,850. 

The progress achieved by khadi in a short span of years, mostly 
By popular support and encouragement with little, if any, aid from the 

ia intlinatoil fai't. fViat \n ftTnni1Tl4: rtf 
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production was worth Rs. 31 lakhs and the amount of sale was worth 
Bs. 39 lakhs whereas in 1940 the amount of production was worth 
Rs. 51 lakhs and the amount of sale was worth Rs. 77 lakhs. 

As regards the work of the Bengal Branch run by Rj. Annada 
Prasad Chowdhury, I should only mention two things. First, its work 
in giving relief to tlie poor people in the form of spinning has Wn of 
the greatest help in times of flood, famine and drought as well as in 
normal times in the shape of giving employment and thereby adding 
a few pies to their daily income. 

Secondly, the number of Muslim spinners is much more than that 
of the Hindu sjiinners in Bengal. 

As regards the All-India Village Industrie*^ A^sociation, it is engaged 
now in the following items of work among the villagers: — 

(1) rice-))()unding and flour grinding, 

( 2 ) oil-pressing, 

(3) gur-making, 

(4) lH"<'-keeping, 

(5) ])aper-making, 

((I) s(»ap-niaking, 

(7) dair\ w(»rk, 

(S) tanning and leather w'ork, 

(9) horn work, 

(10) button-making, 

(11; coir-Njonning and weaving, 

(12) mat and basket-making, 

(13) slate pencil manufacture, 

• (14) vegetable oil lamp, and 

(15) manufacture of boiled oil and paint. 

Of course, the Bengal Branch of the All-India Village Industriei 
Association is not engaged in all the w(»rks above-mentioned, and some 
of these works are, I am aware, encouraged by the Industries Depart- 
ment. But, Sir, what I df» .suggest on behalf o£ this party is, first, to 
take cognisance of and appreciate the work done by these non-political 
bodies in the countryside; .s<*condly, to give grants-in-aid to these bodies, 
as other Governments have done, for further prosecution of thes<‘ works 
amongst our villagers; and thirdly, to collaborate with and seek co- 
operation from these bodies in developing the Industries Department 
an desirable line.s. It is both a privilege and a pleasure and it is also 
a profit to meet and talk with the unassuming but most efficient and 
circumspect secretary in charge of these departments — Sri Annada 
Prasad Chowdhury. 
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Sir, with these words, I commend my motion to the scoeptanoe of 
the House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to 
move that the demand of Be. 17,40,000 for expenditure under the head 
“43 — Industries — Industries’* be reduced by B-s. 100. 

Before I say anything on the subject of metals and the development 
©f metallurgical industry in Bengal, I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the point that taking shelter behind 
the (Jovernment of India or the restrictions imposed upon the liberties 
of tlie activities of the other sections of the administration of the 
Brovince, by the Finance Department will prove of no avail. They 
do not carry conviction to us. T know we are engaged in these discus- 
sions at a time when tilings are not normal. In spite of that, I hold 
that if the llon’ble Minister, who was in charge of this department 
earlier during the life of the present Assembly, still retains any of his 
©Id dreams, it should be possible for him to impress upon his colleague 
in the Finance Department, that if he cannot give him any money out 
of public revenues for the schemes the Industrie^ Department has put 
up, this is the time when he should borrow money and apply it to 
remunerative industries and help Bengal, so bountifully gifted by 
nature, to establish itsidf upon an industrial basis which might redound 
to his credit and to the benefit <»f the people now and in time to come. 
We have allowed the policy of Lmssez-faire .too long. A demand is 
made, there is a discussion, sometimes voting takes place and then 
nothing is done. Things go on as they have been going along and no 
ftep forward is taken. 

I should like to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s attention to the Board 
of Industries in Bengal. It li^s a high-sounding name. I have been 
Chairman of it twice and have been a memWr of it for some time 
longer, AVe have l>ecome, at be.st, a money-lending body. It will 
perhaps be better to transfer us to the department which controls the 
activities of persons under the Monev -lenders Act, for money-lenders 
may give money to we as and when I need it, but under the slow- 
moving maehinery of the Board, if I want Rs, 200, I have to wait 
almost for six months. An amendment of the Art was contemplated 
two years ago hut things that go into the Secretariat seldom come out. 
We have not lieard of any amendment. The Board of Industries 
should be permitted to justify the high-sounding name that has been 
given to it and it should be enabled really to control the destinies of 
the industries of Bengal in a more efficient manner. It should have 
more power and a wider scope of activities, untrammelled by 
Secretariat control. 

There is also the industrial Survey Committee. It seems to be a 
•ommittee of lotus-eaters. Two years have gone by but very little kae 
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been done. Interim reporte have been submitted on different industries 
but nothing tangible in the shape of a general survey has yet taken 
shape. We are dragging along in a miserable way. I happen to be 
a member of this Committee also and I feel that in spite of the danger 
which is looming large, I think, it is possible for this Committee to 
go ahead. If the rumour that Oovernment is contemplating that its 
work should be wound up. is correct, Bengal will have to face another 
period of industrial lethargy until an armistice is signed, peai'e is 
concluded and the world is reshai^ed. This should be avoided. The 
Hon’ble Minister will fully justified in gingering up things at once 
and immediately with the recommendation t(» the Finan<‘e Department 
that if there is no money in the cofft‘rs of tin* Government, money ie 
cheap outside tlie coffers of the Government and it should l>e borrowed 
in as large a measure as uece.ssur> . One can sp^-ak on basic industries, 
middle industries, small industries, cottage industries, war industries 
and so on and how thesi* can he financed and what should he done to 
keep them alive. 1 sliall not enter into any details at this stage l>eeau86 
the Industrial Survey (’oiniiiitt«*e has siihmitted an interim report on 
the best means of finan< ing ot industries of all types in Bengal. I 
think the Hon ’hie Minister and his dej>artment will pay attention to 
thi.s asjiect of the matter at us t*arl\ a dats* as pi>ssihle. 

As regards the report (»t the Jails Industrlt‘s Knipiiry Committee, I 
am afraid it has gone into tlie limho of the S«‘cretarint , I do not know 
what action has lieen taken on it. 

There are two points to which 1 would like to draw the attention of 
the Hon’hle Minister pointedly. I have eorne to the eonelusion that 
if jute h(dds the first pla<*e in our list of industries, the time has now 
come f(»r the (lovernmeiit and th<* ]»eople of this jirovince to decide what, 
industrially HfM*aking, should take the second place. The w^ork of the 
Sericulture Department and the advance they have made not only in 
tlie improveiiHUit of cocoon but alsc) of the mulberry bush, are to our 
advantage. They have made great strides, and with tlie Conditioning 
Plant in Calcutta, it is {xissihle now to produce silk as good as Japanese 
fiilk and certainly l)etter than Mysore and Kashmir silk. We can 
produce enough silk, and with our many reeling institutions, if 
eubsidi.sed properly, I think we can establish silk on a sound footing in 
Bengal which will hold the first place in India. We may even produce 
enough not only for India but also for countries outside. 

I want to refer the Hon’hle Minister my general remarks on the 
Financial Statement of the Hon’ble Minister for Finance, with regard 
to the condition of weavers in Bengal. Thousands are roaming bread- 
less and honieles.s, not because they are not competent to do the work 
but because they cannot get yarn. It is the duty of Oovernment to 
force the Central Government to find yam for the weavers of Bengal. 
If the Ministers have surrendered themselves to the Government of 
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{irdia oa their jmte policy, o| ivhich heard yeeterday a most pathetio 
utterance from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, 1 see no reason why 
these gentlemen, if they want to assert themselves and fight for the 
people of Bengal, cannot force the Government of India to find yam 
for our weavers. If they do not do it, there will be trouble in the 
countryside and general civil commotion in the areas where these poor 
weavers used to work and eke out a living. I would particularly urge 
upon the Ilon’ble Minister to consider seriously the question of the 
expansion of the silk industry and fhe supply of yarn to our weavers 
who are, as I have said, roaming hreadless and homeless throughout 
the province, 

Babu RADHANATH DAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that tlie demand of Its. 17,40,000 for expenditure under the head 
“43 — Industries — Industries” he reduced by Its. 100. The object of 
my motion is to raise a discussion about the utter neglect of duty so 
far as tlie cottage shoe and other leather industries of Bengal are 
concerned. 

Sir, in moving my cut nH)tion I cannot help imputing this blame 
upon the (lovernmeTH by saying that the fiovernment is totally ignoring 
the imi)f>rtance f)f tin* (*ottage boot and shoe-nniking industries and 
other cottage leather industries of this province by not having any 
provision in the next gear’s budget. Throughout the budget, Sir. you 
will not fitid that any st(‘p.H ha\e been taken by the rbjvernment for 
these indust ro's. Tltis praeticalls brings us to tlie comlusion that the 
Government is not keen and anxious in the least about this boot iind 
shoe-msiking industries and other industries of leather goods. Xobody 
will deny that these industries are the most important industries, 
because tin; goods ainl articb*s jirodiiced by these industries are th© 
oswntials of life; and nobody can do without them nowadays in the 
present (.scientific world. This imputation of mine can be clearly" 
borne out even by the current year’s provisions, — the year that will 
come to an end by this month of March, 1942. Now, Sir, if you go 
into details as to what Government has done, this year you wdll see. 
Sir, that there is only one school in Calcutta and three other demonstra- 
tive parties in different parts of Bengal for the purpose of imparting 
training in the making of boots and shoes and <ither leather goods. 
Only the .school at Cab utta is functioning to .some extent whereas those 
three other demonstrative parties were quite idle and they did nothing 
during the current year. This is not all. Sir. Do you know how 
many students are then* in the Calcutta School which is the only 
functioning oneV The number of students who are getting training 
there is only about 10 or 12. It is quite evident from this, Sir, that 
(he Government is nut at all encouraging the people of Bengal and 
specially those Kuhidas people to flow in and to have training in theae 
lines. The caste profession of these Kuhidas people is making of 
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lather goods. . poor and at the same time so tmednoated 

that they do not even know whether there are such schools and peri-*^ 
patetic demonstrating parties to train people in these subjects. 
Moreover, Sir, in order to draw the attention of these people Govern- 
ment should award large number of stipends so that they may be- 
attracted towards this sort of training parties and as a result of thia 
they will flow in in large numbers. On the contrary what the last 
Government had done was that they granted four stiptuuls and out of 
them three were given to Musalmans and one to a caste Hindu. Onder 
these circumstances, how can it be expected that a large number of 
students will seek training in those schools and training parties P From* 
this it will be clear, Sir, that the (toverniueiit was and is not encourag- 
ing the proper people wliose caste j^rofessioii is, and wdio are quit© 
adept in, leather goods making, but is encouraging some other people 
who arc gci»crali> averse to this sort of protession. 

Then. Sir, as regards tanning, the same thing practically is 
repeated. li(*re also projaM* scope and encourngement is not given to 
the Huliidas people of llcngal. Amongst the .students who are now' 
studying in the llengal Tanning Institute, you will s<‘e, Sir, the 
uiajority is caste Hindus and Musalmans. And even the stipends and 
scholai ships that are awarded, tlie majority of tli<*m are given to th© 
cast<‘ Hindus and Mu'^almans. In this Tanning Instituh* there are 
only seven schdluiships and out of them only tw'o an‘ given to the 
sclieduled casl<*s ( (iminunit^ , 

On going through all tlM‘sc deeds and activities of thf» Government, 
it becomes (juite <d>vious that it is nothing but a thouglit-out plan of 
the Government that even from the economic field the scheduled cast© 
community should remain as an outcaste, as they are already in society. 

This system and the angle of vision of imparting training of boot 
and shoe-making and the making of other leather goods sliould b© 
changed and thoroughly overhauled by the Government and it should 
bo directed in such a w'ay that a greater impetus should bo given 
tow’ards the encouragement of the srbeduled caste community who ar© 
bettor adept to this .sort of w'ork. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 17,40.0(X) under the head 
“4d — Indu.stries — Industries" be re»luced by Rs. 1(K). The object of 
my motion is to raise a disf‘Ussion about the poli<*v and apathy of 
Government for the industrial development of the country. 

I like to confine my observations on the development of cottag© 
industries at pre.sent. Owing to war condition, big industry is not 
possible as machinery is not available. 

Sir, during the course of last five years many weaving and indus- 
trial schools have been started by private enterprise and they are not 
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g^tiing BTJ&oieDt uidg to develop. I represented these facts to the 
Hon^ble Ifinister on 2 dth March, 1941, and in reply the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengfal, in chargee of Industries informed me by his 
letter No. 1606 (44), dated the 17th May, 1941, that “A scheme for 
augmenting the Director of Industries' grant in aid fund by three 
lakhs recurring and 1 ^ lakhs non-recurring, both spread over three 
years, is at present under consideration of the Government". But I 
am extremely sorry to find that no such provision has been made in 
the budget of 1942-43. On the other hand a sum of Rs. 1,02,000 has 
been provide<l for development of fisheries, a scheme which was taken 
over several times before this but abandoned after spending some money 
as it WHS a failure. 80 , no money should be spent at this moment 
and it should be transferred for grant-in-aid (maintenance grant). 
Budget shows at page 104 of the Re<l Book that though a provision 
-of Rs. 2,20,000 has been made in 1941-42 for the scheme for marketing 
of cottage industry products, the nione> has not at all been spent 
and no such depot for supply of raw materials to the weavers has been 
•established which is the crying need of the weavers. We want this 
immediately instead of fishery. No explanation has been given for 
non-utilisation of this money. This shows great apathy of the Oovern- 
nient for the development of cottage industry. We demand supply of 
raw materials, to the half-fed weavers at cheap rate and opening of a 
-depot in every district headquarters where a large number of W'eavers 
•exist. 

Sir, Government must be aware that during the last 2 years since 
the outbreak of war price of mill yarn ha.s gone up so high that it 
became almost impossible to make an\ profit by weaving cloth as the 
middlemen who deal in yarn raised the price, in some cases cent, per 
cent. We have represented this fact to the Government and to the 
Fact Finding Committee appointed by the Government of India and 
requested them to make some arrangements with the Mills so th4t 
certain percentage of their outturn may be released to the weavers of 
Bengal but all our attempts failed. 

Since the inauguration of this reformed Government we repeatedly 
urged them to evstablish a spinning mill for the purpose of supplying 
yarn to the poor weavers. We understand that a scheme was sub- 
mitted to the Government by the Director of Industries but it was not 
-tTanslated into action. We strongly urge the Government to devise 
eome ways and means to supply yams at moderate prices to the half- 
starved weavers of Bengal and thus save the moat important industry 
of the country where lakhs of fiersons are employed. 

As regards the training of students in artisan class of the District 
Weaving Schools for a period of one year only it is simply waste of 
money and energy. Formerly it was intended for the sons of weavers. 
Ffow the situation has been changed. Sons of Bhadralogs and educated 
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yming men are going to learn wearing to earn means of liwlihood 
but most of them as soon as they leave the school hanker for service 
and when they do not get any, they give up the idea of weaving as 
profession because their training was not perfect and they do not dare 
to adopt it as profession. Though there is a provision to give them 
loan to start profession very few of them take this advantage as they 
have no confidence of success and neither there is any organisation 
behind them in the Industries Department like the Co-operative 
Department. I would, therefore, urge the (lovernment to increase the 
term of training from 1 to \ears and kee]> an organisation behind 
them t<» push u]» their sale and ''Uppl> . 

Sir, tliere are several oth<‘r e(»ttage industries experiment of whiidi 
has l»een suciessful sueli as petter\, leather-tanning and trading, etc. 
but most of them have not \et Ik^'U placed on sound (‘ornmercial basis. 
Th is flliould be juisbed up. 

Sir. there had Iw'en '2 .Mheme> ol Leather-tanning and Trading 
School, one at Dacca and the otlier at (’hittagong. The administrative 
appn»vul w•a^ acc(ir«le<l to Daciui s<*heme and the .site for Chittagong 
liad been selcf'led 1»\ a Coniniittee and I was pr(‘pared to make a free 
gift of the larxl. Tin* matter wa^ under c<»rresj>ondenee for 2-d years 
but ullituat<*l\ notliing lias been «lone. Thi** is most deplorable. Will 
tht‘ (lovernnient "Jm* their wa> now to take up these 2 scliemes in right 

earnest y If not, let tlie (Hivernment su\ that all inoiie> is reijuired 

for {(Jinmunal harmony and that unless it is gained, no industrial 
development w ill bf jxissible. 

(The inemlK*r having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK$HA 8ANYAL: nSir, 1 beg to move that the 

demand of Ks, 17,40.<K)() uinler the head “4'i-“InduHtrieM — Industries” 
be redueed by Rs. JtM). The object of my motion is to raise n diseussion 
about the administration of the Industries I)epurtm(*nt and failure to 
promote the indu.strial efforts of the province. 

I have carefully listened to the .speeches ami observations tnade by 
different honourable imunbers of the Hous<* to-day and also had 
occasion to .study the questions and observations made on previous 
occasions. It ha.s given me the impression that there must be some- 
thing wrong somewhere which ha.s led to such a state of affairs in the 
province in wdiich a Department which is supposed to look after the 
improvement in the all round industrial efforts of the province has not 
been functioning properly and I have, therefore, chosen to raise a 
discussion on this aspect of the question. 

Sir, during the last few years we had been insistently demanding 
that there should be a well thought-out scheme and well-planned 
development of industrie.s in the province. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge had himself issued a Wliite Paper in which he had outlined 
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some of the policies that ke had ia view ih this connection and yet^ 
Sir, during the last few years time has rolled on without any achieve* 
ment. We have been from lime to time introduced to certain minor 
schemes but most of them have either ended in failure or have remain- 
ed in the wombs of the Secretariat. It is now high time that we 
should examine the administration of the Department to find out how 
far the fault lies in the Department itself and how far it is some- 
where else. My friend Mr. Abdul Karim has to-day given a very 
lucid account of the policy that should be adopted in the province of 
Bengal for industrial uplift. I congratulate him for this brilliant 
piece of contribution to to-day’s debate. He us well as my esteemed 
friend Mr. Abdur Kahmaii Siddiqi wlio had been associated with the 
Industries Dejiartment for some time have given accounts of some 
amount of failure of the Department in various directions. In parti- 
cular, we have noticed that during the last f<*w years whatever scheme 
had bwui brought to light from the* Industries Department ha.s either 
not been properly weiglied and examined or has ultimately led to a 
loss of revenue of the ]>roviu(‘e of Bengal Tn the c'ourse of the Public 
Recounts ('ommittee discussions last ^vear 'w(‘ have discovered that 
many schemes tliat have been iiitrodu(‘ed witli tall promises have 
ultimately led to a serious loss of r<‘venue of the* province and often the 
schemes initiated by the present Director of Industries have not been 
properly drawn up. Therefore, I feel that there is a case made out 
for an immediate and thiu'ough (uiquiry into tl)c activities of the 
Department. The present Director of Industries is an Indian ofticer 
coming from a v<*ry reputed fainil\ Wc had entertained ver\ high 
hopes cd him, hut it has l)eeu discoveu-ed tliat during the last few years 
that esleiMued gentleman is meu-e iiitere.ste<i in things that he is not 
required to do than in things that he is expected to do. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: What is the name of that officer? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope the Lady Parliamentary 
Secretai'} would not in.sist on having tlu' name stated in the House. 
She at least ^^ould be able to find out the name. 

That otlicer l»as had castigation from a Tribunal for having 
interested himself in activities in which he had never been expected to 
be involve<l. Even thereafter we find that he is taking interests in 
things where his interest is n<»t wanted whereas so far as his own 
Department is concerned he is most negligent in his duties. He may 
be a hard working person. I daresay he is because he has to please 
mimerou.s parties and factions and probably he w'orkvS late at night. 
But even then the Department for wliich he has to work goes on without 
proper attention. That is an unfortunate state of affairs to which I 
want to draw' attention. Sir, whether it is in connection with the 
detenu-training scheme or it is in connection writh the peripatetic 
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scheme for training various kinds of artisans or it k in connection with 
the Industrial Survey Coniiiiittee or it is in connection with certain 
training institutes in connection with the jute industry, in every case 
we have met with a sad tale of incoiupeleniH* of this Department and 
a thorough failure in j)ursuing a planned policy in connection with any 
measure taken. 

Of late, Sir, we have found that this ofhce in utter negligence of 
the work entrusted to it has been practically converted into a depart- 
ment of war-supply for which there are special offices and officers 
appointed hy the Government of India. Sir, this department at the 
present moment lui^ been functioning for no other work than appoint- 
ing some supj)iiers as contractors to the War Supply Department of 
the (iovernmeiit of India. And we fail to understand how from the 
provincial revenues inonej is being 8(jueezcd out in this baek door 
method for maintaining a department which should come under the 
MilitarN head and the expenses of which should be met from the 
Military budget. Sir, 1 have hud occasion to examine in detail one or 
two activities ot tliis department. I am particularly interested in 
drawing your attention \o the cus<* of .supply of sola hat shapes. Here 
one that that dejuirtment bus practically ousted the bwal ilealers, 

(’ontractors and artisans and has arrogated to itself the position of a 
contractor on a Miiall meagie margin of profit. What is happening is 
this: in certain imrt.*, of Murshidabad and Nadia organisations of large 
cottage industries hu\e .leveloped for the manufacture of sola hat 
slia|K‘^. Tliesc were organised by private business men and they were 
developing it at a great Ha<Titice for the last few years. With great 
succens llie\ liave been supplying to the Government of India direct 
under the orders of the War Supply Department. Tlie ubiquitous 
Department (d Industries of the Government of Bengal thought, here 
was a cliaiice for themselves to ls> pet children of the Government of 
India, and thev propo-Mol that in.*^teiul of these merchants they could 
themselves supply hats at Iowt eosts. The lower cost amounted to one 
*pice j»er hat onl\ whitdi they offered and against that they involved 
the Government of Bengal into an additional ex|>(*nditure on account 
of the suiK^rvising staff. Some of the .staff that were otherwise engaged 
or recjuired to be engaged in developing the industries in the province 
and to l(M)k after the work of the Industries Department were taken 
away to look after this work. As a result thereof those private manu- 
facturers of sola hats have been converted into sukcon tractors under 
the Industries Department who could not get anything from the 
artisans. How was this done? It would be shocking to find out how 
the independent businessmen have lieen reduced to their present 
miserable position. When the Industries Department found that the 
orders were phiced by the War Supply Department direct, through 
themselves as well as through other private dealers, they approached 
the Railway Department to stop the movement of tola hats through any 
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parties other than those certified by the Government of Bengal. When 
this was brought to the notice of the Railway Department, the Railway 
Department felt that it was illegal and that they could not possibly 
stop the same kind of traffic discriminatingly and they wrote back to 
the Department of Industries asking them to produce the authority 
under which they asked the Railway Department to have discrimina- 
tion in the matter of booking of traffic, particularly when both the 
traffic were meant for one purchasing department, namely, the War 
Supply Department. There was no question here of discrimination in 
favour of a particular department in order to help the war effort. The 
war effort was rather jeopardised by this action and yet. Sir, the 
Government of Bengal through some wonderful machinery manipulat- 
ed to get the Defence of India Rules promulgated under ,which they 
ordered the Railway Department not to book any wla traffic without 
the sanction of the District Magistrate concerned and the result was 
that the District Magistrate was influenced by the Industries Depart- 
ment of the Government of Thmgal not to give permits to any other 
party than those approved by the Industries Department of the 
Government of Bengal. As u result, only the parties approved of by 
the Industries Department couhl get traffic booked and, therefore, the 
parties who had built up the industry at a great sacrifice and had spent 
a lot of money on it, have to go to the Industries Department as sub- 
contractors to supidy tlie .same stuff through the Industries Depart- 
ment, And what was the result? There were two intermediaries 
instead of one, and the poor artisan's ]>ocket was touched because the 
artisans had to ]»ay for them \\hile the price of the sohi hats for sale 
to the Government of Imlia was fixed. There are two intermediaries — 
one, the Department of Industries of the Government of Bengal, and 
the other, the private busine.ss men, and obviously it was the artisans 
who bad to suffer as a result thereof. The trouble did not stop there. 
Another wonderful device was adopted by which the movement of raw 
sola sticks w^as commandeered. The result was that the artisans living 
in the district (»f Nadia who were using such raw sola as is produced 
in Jessore and Nadia found that they were short of supply of sola 
sticks, and cartloads — ordinary hulhuk cartloads — of sola sticks were 
now' coming from distances (»f about IIM) miles because the railways 
would not carry the sola sticks. This is surely not helping the war 
effort in the matter of war supplies. I condemn such interference on 
the part of the Industrie.s Department in matters where their help is 
not needed. On the other hand, probably their activities would he 
welcome in the matter of development of cottage industries of the 
character of handlaom and the supply of various metal products like 
the l>ell-metnl products of Murshidahad which, at the present moment, 
should have a very good market. But the Industries T)epartment is 
thoroughly negligent in its duty towards such cottage industries. 
Only two items th^t they have pushed up are the camouflage net 
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mdtiatry and the sola hat industry. They tried to develop, or rather 
help in the development of the supply of blankets also, but there they 
have miserably failed. It is our suggestion and humble submission to 
the Minister in charge to let them try to develop such cottage indut* 
tries where private enterprise has not been sufficiently organisad so 
that with the help of Government new industries may develop, let 
them not try to show their merit by capturing the existing cottage 
industries and thereby trying to hoodwink the people that they have 
done a ver}- good thing for Bengal and let them not try only to place 
themselves in the position of private dealers and businessmen. And 
how these Departmental enterprises are l>eing run? The Government 
of Bengal have not given them any money. The Director of Industries 
is taking loans from various parties and he is trying to get these 
organised through efforts not known to the Government of Bengal. All 
this loan money is organised in a very clever way through the con- 
tractors w'lio come under his c<»ntrol and the contractors advance 
money in tlie t>elief tliut there is the Government behind it. But 
when they come to realise the money they discover that then? is no 
responsibility of the Government. Sir, numerous such instances will 
soon come to light, and you will not be surprised if in course of time 
certain ugly things are disclosed. I hope the llou’hle Minister will 
look int(» this very carefully. 

(At this stage the ITnn’hlc Minister in charge was called upon to 
reply.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 would reqm^sl you to 
allow’ one s|H‘aker from our side to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The difficulty is that 1 am to be guided 
by the Governor’s rule, particularly to-day, when the business of the 
House is to be finished half an hour before the usual lime. 

' Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Sir, we will not put up any 

other speaker. So I would request you to kindly allow Mr. Abdulla-al 
Mahmood to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If there is no division I can extend 
the time by five minutes for your party and five minutes for the other 
party. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy, Speaker, Sir, it is an admitted fact that agri- 
culture forms the backbone of the country and the improvement 
of agriculture is the improvement of the agriculturists. But, 
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Sir, we have eeen and there are authoritative reports that on 
ticcount of the density of population and scarcity ' of land agri- 
culture now has ceased to be a lucrative profession. Therefore, 
Sir, industry must come to its rescue. From the Provincial Banking 
Enquiry Committee’s Report, 1929, we find that a family consisting of 
& persons has an annual income of Rs. 220 to Rs. 225. It comes to 
practically 3 rupees and a few annas per man just to maintain himself 
throughout the month. Now', Sir, it is easily imaginable whether 
this money is sufficient to maintain his self and meet his other indis- 
pensable needs w'hich are very small. Therefore, Sir, industry must 
have the best consideration and deserves special attention of the 
Oovernment. It has been suggested, and we have seen that the big 
industries which have grown up in this country — I might say without 
fear of contradiction — are capitalistic institutions and these are 
absolutely run on business lines and are of no help to the poor people 
at large. The State should come to the rescue of the people and 
Oovernment must spend from its purse and see that the big industries 
such as cotton mills are establishe<l in rural areas. 

Now, Sir, if the Government finds it impracticable on account of 
this emergency and on account of want of finance, tlien I suggest that 
Government should adopt other means to help the ])oor agriculturists 
so that they may get tw'o square meals a day. As some other friends 
have already pointed out handloom w'eaving industry and coir-matting 
and other small industries might be heljml by the Government, The 
email money that is now financed by the Industries Department is 
quite inadequate for the purpose. 

In this connection I must say that on account of jute restriction a 
sufficient quantity of land has been released. May I know what the 
Government is going to do with this quantity of land? We know 
that the Floud Commission Kej>ort has recommended that 25 more sugar 
.factories can be established throughout Bengal. I do not know 
whether the Government has seriously considered this matter in view 
•of the fact that Bengal is not self-supporting in sugar. When other 
provinces can Ovstablish sugar mills and can supply sugar to this 
province, 1 do not understand why Bengal should lag behind. 

Therefore, Sir, it i.s my earnest appeal that the Government must 
•give its earnest consideration to this humble suggestion of mine. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to 
flay a few words in support of what my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal 
has said about the administration of this department, although 1 do not 
agree entirely with ell Dr. Sanyal has said, because 1 believe that the 
present time gives us opportunities to link small and cottage industries 
with big industry. 1 would like to give two illustrations to this House 
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because I feel that this department has failed at the present time to 
take full opportunity to make the best use of smail and cottage indiia^ 
tries for the benefit of the province. 

In May, 1141, the Supply Department advised the Indian Jute Mills 
Association that Government had been relying upon using Sisal and 
Hemp Twine for the manufacture of camouflage nets hut it seemed 
probable that the supply of these fibres for camouflage nets would not 
be sufficient. In the circumstances the industry was asked that investi- 
gation sliould he made into the (juestion of using camouflage lu'ts made 
from jute twine. The llesearcli Department of (he Indian dute Mills 
Association carried out research on Jute for cann)uflage nets and the 
Kesearch Department und(*r tlic Indian (hmtral .lute thunmittee did the 
same. As a result of the combined work of the llesearch Departments 
and the Industry, cjimoutiage nets made from jute (wine can be produced 
equal to if not ]>etter than (Ihjsc made from the hemp (wine used for 
this j)urpose. The two j)rincipal features re(juired in the ordinary typo 
of camouflage nets are strength and resistanct' to atmosplieric exposure. 
The nec(*ssar\ strengtli can easily be met in jute, and recent experiments 
have shown (liat tiieie is very little diffcremM* between jute and sun 
h(unp in theii rates of (lctcrir)ralion. Ili'viewing the whole position, from 
the four most important asj»ec(s, namely, — 

(1) Scientific. 

[' 2 ) Cost. 

(d) Maintenance of Supply. 

(4) Production. 


The ptdnts which fav(»ur jute and whi<'h should be stresKed by this 
provincial dejiartment are — 

There is no difficulty over supplies of the raw fibre. 

The yarns can be maeliine-spuij. to an equal regularity with hemi> 
yarns which are ma< hine-sj)un, but of greater regularity than hemp 
yarns which are han<l-spun. 

The output of yarns, twine and iieta can he extended at a moment’s 
notice to unlimited quantities. 

Chemical proofing treatments can be done without any difficulty 
and under expert supervision. 

I have given all these facts to ensure that where the demand for 
camouflage nets cannot he met from Hemp or Sisal, jute wdll be used. 
I am asirtng the ITon’ble Mini.ster to do this because 1 feel that the 
Director of Industries in this province has done nothing to get jute 
given a fair chance for tltis work. I un<lerslaiul that there is a fear 
that cottage industries may suffer if the jute mills are given orders 
9 
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for camouflage Rets but I state that no difficulty need stand in the 
way of jute twine being made in the mills and thereafter sent to the 
villages where the nets could be manufactured. An organisation such 
as the Indian Jute Mills Association can co-operate with the Industries 
Department and operation through a centralised control would eliminate 
delay, simplify production, collection and delivery. At this time when 
it is difficult to exjmrt jute, I think that every avenue should be made 
open for the increased consumption of jute in the province. I am not 
suggesting for one moment that the hemp interests should be affected, 
but 1 do suggest that this demand for camouflage nets which is likely 
to increa.se should be met from jute and the Department of Industries 
should encourage and do everything jmssible to help the introduction 
of jute camouflage nets made in the province. 

Another point, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to and I will finish. In view of a possible shortage 
of wooden goods used in the jute industry owing to the war the Indian 
Jute Mills Association appnMiched the Forest Research Institute, 
Dehra Dun, and emjuired whether the Institute considered that the 
jute mills recjuirenients could be met by Indian woods and also what 
progress had been made towards the proj)er seasoning of these woods, 
seasoning having been the draw'back (»f the indigenous woods when 
this matter w'as considered previously. 

The Director of Industries, Rengal, was informed of what had been 
done, and the suggestion made that the possible difliculties likely to 
be experiemed in this connection afforded an o))))ortunity for the 
development of an indigenous industry in Rengal. Although one year 
has passed I regret to say no reply has yet been received from the 
Director of Industries. 

Sir, I would like to have said more but 1 won’t say any more this 
morning. These are my main points. 

Th« Hon’bia Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 am very grateful to all those members who have spoken today 
for their very helpful suggestions and criticisms in regard to the 
Department of Industries. 1 will first refer to the speech of my friend 
Mr. Abdur Raliman Siddiqi. Even if he may be sitting on the opposite 
Reuehes be knows that my mind ajid bis mind are one in regard to the 
question of industrialisuliiui of this province of Rengal. He also knows 
very well how 1 have been thwarted in the matter of industrialisation, 
how several very big .schemes — some of which were drawn up accord- 
ing to his advice — which I apiuoved when placed before the Govern- 
ment had been thrown out. because there were in the Cabinet certain 
greater experts than us and that is why those schemes had been thrown 
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out. I believe today that if those schemes had been introduced, it 
would have solved most of the problems which we are now facing. 
Those schemes were thwarted because of the then Finance Minister who 
is today sitting in another assembly which is much bigger and larger 
than this one. I fully agree with my friend tliat Hengal cannot 
proceed to be a nation unless industrialisation is increased. Several 
times iMjfore this House 1 made statements explaining the difficulties 
which I hud and J wish to tell this House again that this is not so easy 
a thing as people think. 

Before I j>roceed to speak alxuit indu.stries let me deal straightaway 
with the complaint made by my friend Dr. Sansal in regard to Indus* 
tries Department in relaticm to war production. As far as I have 
been given to understand b\ the (’ontndler of AVur Supplies as well as 
by the letter which I have received from the (lovernment of India, 1 
can say tliat the (iovernment of Imha and the (hmtroller of War 
Supplies are well satisfied that Bengal of all other provinces has 
fulfilled all the orders that had been place<l before it in a most satis- 
faetor> and reasonable manner, and it has helpetl the (iovernment of 
India in reducing the cost by .several lakhs of rupees in regard to 
jiroduction. tDr. N.u,in\ksh.\ S\NY.\n: At the cost of Bengal (lovern- 
ment!'') <Iu>t listen to me. When I wanted to make an (‘injuirN at 
whose cost (hat was done I liave been t<dd that it has been jumsible for 
the Director of Industries to eliminate the middle men (A vojck: 
There were no middle men). — it may be but 1 have been t(dd so — and 
also I have been given certain figures that the actual producer of raw 
materials has had better price than w’hat he w’ould get if the middle 
man had been in existence. If these facts which have la^eii placed are 
not true, I will request my friends to let me have facts, so that I may 
hold an enquiry and find out the cause of reflections which have been 
made on the Director. The allegations are so serious that I would 
like to have them placed in writing, so that I can really make an 
enquiry and find out how far these are correct. (Dr, Namnaksha 
Sanyal : Start an enquiry and you will find out. What about the 
stoppage of traffic i^) I am asking you, let me have all (be facts. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The facts must have been in the 
Government files for more or less fi iiiontbs. There have been many 
letters going round the Railway Department and m>self and many 
other departments. If the Hon^ble* Minister keeps himself in the dark 
I cannot help him. 

The Hofi’ble Nawidb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaoea: 

Sir, 1 have made a promise that if facts are pla<’ed before me 1 shall 
make an enquiry, and 1 hope that will satisfy my friend. 
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Dr, MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The facts have been placed already 
by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce in a memorandum to 
the (jtovernment of India and the Government of Beug'al and have 
been thrashed (»ut by the Hon ’hie Commerce Member of the Govern- 
ment ol India who came here and before whom all these discussions 
took place and Secretary, (iovernment of Bengal, must be knowing 
tliese facts, if the Hon ’hie Minister does not keep himself informed 
1 cannot help him. 

The Hon*bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 am sorry what I have said has been misinterpiet(*d by my friend. 1 
said that if the charges levelled against the Director of Industries in 
regard to corruption and <»ther things are jdaced before me. T shall 
hold an cn(|iiiry. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have not said “corruption” at 
all. 

Mr. P. BANERill: That is your imagination. 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

My friend knows better than I do. As 1 have a]n*ad> said that these 
things took ]dace six months before and unless certain matters are 
brought to the notice of the Minister, it is not his duty to go and see 
what has happened a year ago. 

I am very glad that a good suggestion has been made in the s])eech 
that has been made In m,^ friend Mr. Sukuniar Datta. 1 fully agn'c 
with him v\hen he savs that for the real industrial expansion, all the 
different co-opeiat ive departments (d the Government of Bengal, 
ivamel>, Co-operative Department. Ctunmerce and Industries Depart- 
ments, etc., should sit together and a Committee should be formed. , 1 
will accept tliis .suggestion ami place it before (iovernment. It is for 
the Government to decide what to do. 1 shall also place before Goveru- 
meui the first class suggestion which has been made by my honourable 
friend sitting on tlie other side, Mr. Abdul Karim, that there should 
be a Statutory Board. I think the tim«‘ has come when this proposal 
Bhould be very can^ully considered if a Statutory Board of Industries 
is to be constituted in which the experts of different industrial sections 
shoubl be there to advise (iovernment in regard to future expansion. 
^Mt. Nikvnjv Bk,ii\ki What about helping village industries?) 

The complaints about the failure of the Government to pursue a 
auituhle industrial policy which would secure a progressive industrial 
development of the ])rovince do not seem to take into (‘on.sideration all 
relevant factors involved and also the seope of work available to u 
provincial Department of Industries. In the existing scheme of things 
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a provincial Department of Industries is bedjred with so many limita* 
tions that its activities cannot enlarge to the extent of embracing all 
the aspects of our industries and yield the desirable results. 

Many vital factors like tariff, railway freight and eurrenev exchange 
are entirely outside their control. Samlwitrhed between such external 
limitations and tlie internal drawback of vt’r\ limited firuineial resources 
the Department of Industries is called to the ditli('ult ta^k of fortnulat- 
ing and pursuing a long lange plan that will at once answer tin* «M>n- 
llicting demands for circiiin'jpcction and prudence on the one haml, 
and on the other, for a certain amount ot imagination and boblness 
for which new experiments so e-nsmtial to a progri'ssive policy have* to 
he undertaken from time to time without giving nnich thought to the 
possibility of showing any (juick sp<M tacular results. 

Sir, it is well to bear in mind thi* limiting factors confnuiting this 
Department just to ha\<‘ a coriect appraisal id the rcsjamsihilit ies and 
achievement^ of the Dejmrtmcnt. particulailx in regard to if^ activities 
in the fuitlierance of the industrial devidopmenl of the Province. 
Taking a short view of tlie •situation it would be fundjimentall) wiamg 
to ti’> to evaluate the achit*venients of ilie Department fumi >ear to 
Near entirely b,\ the apjdnation of aiiN obji'ctivc stalistii'ul ti'st, such 
as )iN a progressi\c lncIca^e in tlie numbei of ta<‘torit*s or in the volume 
of industiial ;ioods pnxluced m the Piovince. The activities of this 
Deptirtment are not to be judged b\ the demonstration ot immediate 
tangible results alone. Tlie (juestion in this case is not ho much 
whether the Dejiartment is moving fast but wliether it is moving 
forward along the rig^ht track. Applying this standard to tin* activities 
of th(‘ Dejiartment it will be found that the Department has taken iminy 
im}»ortant and decisive stejis of jiermanent utilitN in the dirta-lion of 
giving an effective impetus to the industrial ilevelopment of this 
province. 

If the industrial develojiment of the province is thought of in t«*rmH 
of new factories built up, it needs to be realised that the Industries 
Department cannot, for fdivious reasons, undertake any direct respfui- 
sibility in thi.s reg’ard. The estalilishrnent of a factory involvi's a 
number of problems, — organisatimial, financial, technical and other- 
wise, — of which some are outside the scope of direct (iovernment initia- 
tive and assistance. As the pre.sent organisation of the Department 
stands, its a<‘tivities towards promoting imiustrial devebijnnent have to 
he concentrated mainly on revealing potentialities of juirticular indus- 
tries by statistical invest igatton.s, research and demt»u«tration, am! 
rendering such technical assistance as it i.s in a position to provide. 
The resoutces available to the Department ftir tackling tlie allied 
problems of marketing and finam-e have hitherto been extremely 
meagre, ‘nor was it ever the ideal of this Department to undertake 
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promotion of industrial concerns on its own initiative. One cannot, 
therefore, expect that the effects of the development activities of this 
IJepartnwut should be ref,Mstered in a coininensiirate and immediate 
increase in the number of factories except as a long term effect; for 
despite the helj) and g-uidance which the Department offers very much 
would depend on the response of [nivate enterprise which is too shy, 
as a rule, to assume the b<ddness or enthusiasm to go in for new 
ventures. It would, therefore, be wrong to judge, as some are wont 
to do, the achievements or usefulness of the l)e])Hrtment by the number 
of factories brought into existence by its own initiative or by similar 
such stundards — the j)ro])er criterion should be what inspiration it 
could give and what assistance in the shape of technical and statistical 
advi(‘e, it could lender to private individuals who were engaged in 
various industrial enterprises. 

It should also be reciignised that in a predominantly agricultural 
country like India where industrial backwardness is many-sided and 
the existing industries have in many cases languished to the point of 
extinction through long neglect, it is very difiicult to make an abiding 
or (juick impression on the problems that have to be tackled. Most of 
the cottage industries today betray the signs of stagnation by causes 
both internal and external, laick of organisation and finance, 
inefficiency of management ami inability to imjirove the teehni(|ue of 
production to suit the changing needs of the public are the prirndjiul 
internal causes which, assisted by the serious foreign competition, have 
ruined the cottage industries on which millions of jieople were 
dependent for their living and out of which millions still eke out a 
precnritms livelihoo<l. These industries have to be rejuvenated, their 
methods of production rationalised on a new and s(‘ientific banis and 
new industries in new directions have to be created to provide sub- 
sidiary (u’ciipations to those industrial artisans wlujse hereditary 
occupations have been destro\ed beyond iecover\ and to those ugricifl- 
lural population who <'ai»not obtain a living t>ut of the land. Then, 
the new industries, small-scale, medium-sized or large, which exist now 
or which are being established are often found to founder on the rocks 
of inadeiiuate finance, lack of orgiuiisation, inefficient management and 
want of technical knowledge. There are numerous other problems 
which confront them and which await .sj»eedy solution from the public, 
and the (iovernment. But with its limited resources the department 
cun hardly preoccupy itself with all these problems or tackle them 
8uecessfull\ . 

Now, Sir, 1 have already said that I have li.Ntened very carefully to 
the speeches made by honourable members. 1 can assure them that as 
far as it lies in my power I shall try to meet and aci'ept the suggestions 
which have been made. As members are aware, the time and situation 
are not rit>© for any large expansion of industries. However one may 
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desire, there are limitations beraiise the machinery is not available and 
there are also otlier factors which prevent such an expansion. But 1 
will say this that in the next hudfref, If 1 am on this side of the House, 

I shall d(> my best to show that as far as piHsihle unnc(‘cssary expendi- 
ture in the Department of Indnstiie.s is curtailed and that with the 
saving? from that and with the helj) of the Hoiride Finance Minister 
who will he more reasonable and more ^^merous and with the j?ui<lance, 
help and assistance of technical exjwrts insi<le this House and outside 
I shall be able to brin^i- in more useful schemes for the betterment of 
the province 

With these words I w<mld rccjuest my honourable friends wh(» have 
moved their motions to realise that i liave n(»t had suHici(‘nt time to 
go into these matter^! In view of the assurance that I have given 
that 1 shall buik into these matters, as early as possilde, 1 hope my 
honourable friends will withdraw their motions. 

Tlie motion of Khan Hahadur Fa/lul t^adir that the demand of 
Rs. 1 7,40. ()()<) under the head “4d— Industriert— Industries’' be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumar Duttu that the demand of Rs. 17, 40, 000 
under the head ‘*40 -Industries — Industries” was then put and lost. 

The imOion of Khun Hahadur Mohuiiimed Ali that the demand of 
Rs 17,40,000 under the head ”44 — Industries — Industries” be reduced 
b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The moti(»n of Mr Sukumar Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17,40,000 
under the head ”44— I ndustrie.s — Imlustries” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was tiieii put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that the demand of R.s. 17,40,000 
under the head ”44 — 1 iidustrie.s — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 
w^s then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumar Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17,40,(M)0 
under the liead ”44 — Industries— Industi ies” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then j)ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddi(ji that the demand of 
Rs. 17,4<1,(M)0 under the head ”4-1 — Industries — Industrie.s” be reduced 
by Rs, 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumar Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17,40,000 
under the head ”44 — Indu.stries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 1(K) 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumar Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17, 40, (MM) 
under the head “44 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by lls. KM) 
was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maili that the demand of 
Ru. 17,40,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced 
by Rh. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radhanath Das that the demand of 

Rs. 17,40,000 under the head “43 — Induslries — Industries” be reduced 
by Its. 100 was then i)ut and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 

Rh. 17,40,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced 
b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon ’hie Nawab Khwaja Habibullah 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that a sum of Rs. 17,40,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” was then put and 
agreed to. 


43— I ndustries— C i nchona. 

Tha Hoii'bte Mr. UPENORA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the recom- 
rniuidation of His p]xcellency the (iovernor, 1 beg to movt' that a sum 
of Its* 1*^,40,000 be grunted for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Indust lies — Cinchona”, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. r.i,40,0{M) under the hea«l “43 -Industries — Cinchona” 
be redineii by Rs. 100. 

In tliat connection, I should like to <lraw the attention (tf the 
H(»n’ble Minist(*r in charge to tlie serious jjo.sition in which we find 
ourselves toda\. .lava having gone out of Allied control, the supply 
of quinine that used to come to India from there *111 large quantities has 
been stojiped totally. The (loverument of Bengal, therefore, mu|t 
make the utm(»st possible effort to make up the shortage so cavLsed by 
utilising every available means to increase the plantation of cinchona. 

The other point which deserves the attrition of the Minister is the 
arrangement for the sale of quinine in this country and outside. The 
Hon’ble Minister for industries has stated, only a few minutes ago, 
that the Ciovernment had successfully eliminated the middleman. I 
do not want to go into the details <»f the arrangement for the safe of 
quinine which is 

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYAL. It is scandalous. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Yes, it is scandalous and I 
will urge upon the HoiTble Minister to revise the whole thing. If 
there is any legal handicap in his way, and if he comes up with an 
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amendittg or a permissive piece of legislation, I am absolutely certain 
that every section of the House will support him in his attempt to put 
it right because the more vve save on commissions the more we shall be 
able to devote to the cultivation of cinchona and to the distributiim of 
quinine in every village in seasons of malaria. As I have said. Sir, he 
should call hi.s experts to advise him as to liow best Government can 
increase the cultivation of cinchona and how best it can save money on 
commissions and devote it to the distribution of quiniTie. 1 can assure 
him. Sir, that with a slight investigation he will be able to save several 
lakhs of rupees to the exchequer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I 
beg to move that the demand of Us. 1*.?. 40. 000 for exj>etulitnre under 
the head “4d — Industries — ('inchona” be reduced by Its. 100. The* 
object of my motion is to raise a discussion on the general policy 
and the failure of Government in the matter of development of 
Cinchona plantation. 

It lias been trul\ said b\ m\ triend, Mr. Abdur Uahinan Siddiqi^ 
that aftt‘r Java whi< li is a gn-at (|uinine-|)roducing centre having gout* 
to the occu]»ation of the Japanese, the ijuestion of devidojiing t.'inchona 
cultivation is one of utmost importance. The Hague rommittia* of the 
Ij<*ague of Nations made an emjuiry into the ijuinine requirernenlH of 
the malaria-stricken coijntne>. and the (’ommiltee submitted iN rejiort 
in the year llt'fJ. In the introrluction chapter of the report it will he 
.seen that fin* Governiin-nt ol India sujijilied certain stafislies to the 
League of Nations, now <lefunct, and we find tln*rein that out of tin* 
total poinilation ot Ho crores in India, as it then was, ten ei<m*s of 
people suffered from malaria, and out of tho.se ten crores onl\ 
or It), 000. (MM) peojile were giv<‘u medical treatment ot some sort or 
other. That shows that only ten per rent, of the malaria jiatients had 
m*edical treatment. And the (juantity of quinine that was di.strihuted 
did not exceed two grams jier annum per ease treated. Hut it is stated 
in that report that (he starnlard dose of (|uinine is 20 grams per case 
per annum. Therefore, now when supply from Java has been totally 
stopped we must develop our IHnehona cultivation with a view to meet- 
ing as much as we can of our most pressing needs. So long, no develop- 
ment w'as possible in the interests of Imperialist exploiters. 

Sir, there are tw'o plantations for (Hnehona eiiltivation in Hengal, 
one of which i.s at Muugpoo and the other at Mungsu, When I look 
into the reports prepared by Government I find that in the year 
1937-‘I8,* the area under cultivation at Mungpc«» was I .tlof) acres and 
that at the other place, 1,101 acres; in 1938-39, that at Mungpoo wan 
1,812, and at the other place l,24o acres; in 1939-40 that at Mungpoo 
rose to 1,824 and at Mungsti it was 1,219 acres. there is some 
development. But there is no denying the fact that Bengal needs 



DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


[26th Mahch, 


m 

further developmeut, and this question is one of the most vital in 
Ben^»'al. In the year iJt29 out of the total population of 4G, 695,538 
in Bengal the cases that were treated were 2,186,217 while the number 
of perh(jiis who sutl'ered from malaria was n crore, if not a crore and 
a half. If you look into tliat rep(»rt of the League of Nations you 
will find, Sir, that tliere was a prevalence of malaria in Italy but 
malaria has been totally eradicated from that country by the use of 
quinine. That should also have been done in Bengal when the soil of 
Bengal is able to grow cim^hona. 1 hope the IIoiTble Minister will 
bestow his most earnest consideration to this tjuestiou so that this 
question wliich is of vital import aiK’e to Bengal may be properly 
tackled. In this connection, Sir, ] would also draw the attention of 
(iovernment to the urgent necessity of adopting a policy of co-ordina- 
tion in the various activities of the nation-building departments. 
That is also nece.ssary in the matter of distribution of quinine and also 
in the matter of its manufacture. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the ai’ceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 12,40,000 for exjienditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Cinchona’ be redu(“ed b\ Bs. 100. Tlie oliject ot my motion is to raise 
a di.scussion about the inadequacy of the grant and carelessness in 
producing the best (luality. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the Budget for 1941-42 the estimate 
was for Its. 7,64,000 and in the revised estimate it was for Bs. 8,29,000, 
that is, Bs. ti.),000 wa.s estimated more in the n'vised estimate than 
that in the Budget estimate lor the same \ear. While in the Budget 
for the \ear 1942-43, the estimate has been made for 12,90,000, that is, 
an increase of Bs. 4,(il,000 i>ver that ot the revised estimate of the 
previous year, and. therefore, outwardly it apjiear.^ that this amount 
on the whole is not an unsatisfactory one, it is really not so. By 
ficrutiniziiig the Budget it liecoiiies clear from the Bed Book of the 
Budget, page 10*>, that the increa.se of Its. tio.OOO more of the revised 
-estimate than that of the Budget of 1941-42 was due mainly to the 
acijuisition of a reserve stock of chemicals and other essential requisites 
for the cimdionu factor\ against the apprehension that supply may 
fall short due to war. And the pre.>ent Budget provides for 
Bs. 3,7e),(H)0 tor purchu.sing l.i.tlUl) lbs. of quinine to maintain the 
supplies at their present level. Then the rest, namely, some Bs. 85,000 
is accounted for by the cost of ihe reorganisation scheme of the 
cinchona factory. This amount of some Bs. 80.000 or Bs. 85,000, in 
comparison to the huge death-roll per year when millions of men sulFer 
from malaria in Bengal, pales into insignificance for a scheme of 
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reorganisation of the cinchona factory particularly when Java is (nit 
of our reach. So, Sir. the grant tliat has been made for this jiurpose 
is quite inadequate and insuiticient. 

The next point. Sir, tl»a1 J sliall harp on is the carelessness of the 
Government in producing the best <|uality of (|uinine. The Govern- 
ment i^i not paying ])rojK»r attention to thi^ direction for a long time. 
I cannot cite here, as I j»m mit an e\j»ert, up to what jiercentage the 
quinine prejiared in our factories possesses the essence of the best type. 
Rut judging fiom its efte(‘t> upon the patients we are gratliially losing 
our faith. 1 am sure almost all the honourable members of tliis House 
have perNonallv experienced it as I m\self have, (hmiing from a rural 
area in the district of Mvmensingh m Imtc malaria has done its ravages 
on a gigantic scale 1 have had a bitter experience and there malaria 
patients have been suffering at lime.s without number throughout the 
year in sjiite of proper and regular applieation of quinim*. I'hitt may 
be due to various othei reasons, but nobod> can «leny that it is mainly 
due to the uiisatisf actor) (juality of its essence in tlj(>se available in 
the market trom .sucli iact(>r\. 

^so, Sir, the carelessness and indifference of fhe Government fdr the 
production of the best ijualit) ot (|uinine, in my oiiinioti, amounts to a 
crime. 1. therefore, draw the attention of the (lovernment to take 
keener interest in the (ultivation and production of the best (ptality 
of (juinine 

Sir. with ihe.se w'ords I commend my motion to the acceptuma* of 
the Hou.se. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker. Sir, 1 have listened with great interest to the (Titicisins made 
against the dejiartment by my honourable friends on flie Opposition 
and 1 can express in) gratitude to them for liaving done it with the 
best of s]»irit and specially to Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta to whose 
iTiticisni J alwavs give much i redit because he never criticises anything 
witl) any partisan s})irif. I can assure him that 1 shall look into the 
figures that he has given in the course of the discussion tmlay. 

Jn the course of his sjieech, Mr. Dhireiidra Nath Dutta mentioned 
the jioint tliat the (juinine that is supplied to (he peojdi* of Hengal or 
to the Indians is quite inadeejuate, 1 can say this much that my 
department is primarily concerncjl with the production of quinine and 
the exten.sion of cultivation. The Public Health Department rerjuire 
us to supply them with a certain quantify and ray department has done 
that to Hie fullest extent whenever reejuired. This year we understand 
that their demand has been rather extended to Ks. ii lakhs and my 
department will certainly .supply that. If the Public Health Depart- 
ment require more quinine for supply to district lioards, certainly ray 
department w'ill supply as much as its capacity goes. 
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As regards the main question of the extension of cultivation, I 
may make a few observations for the information of the House. When 
the Provincial Autonomy was introduced in Bengal, at the very earliest 
opportunity the ex-Finance Minister Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker took 
up the matter in right earnest and made certain investigations and 
submitted a report. A reorganisation scheme wa.s submitted to 
Government and that was ac(‘epted. That scheme has been working 
from the year 19d!) and the extension of cultivation of cinchona has 
progressed much, I understand that with the fall of Java the problem 
has become very acute, but, Sir, these things were unforeseen. The 
department has tried its utmost and it has done what it could by this 
time. The extension of the <‘ultivation of cinchona cannot be done at a 
moment because there are various difficulties, 

Phrst of all, there is the question of the examination of the soil. 
It cannot be grown in a haphazard manner because it has been proved 
in the past that cultivation in a haphazard manner fails a}>solutely in 
tlie long run. J cun onl) tell the House that if cinchona cultivation 
had been such an easy thing, tlnui all the countries of the world tliai 
are self-governed and free would have taken up the cultivation of 
cinchona in order to make themselves self-sufti(‘ient . But we know. Sir, 
that before Java fell, she used to dominate tin' world market because 
cinciionu cultivaticm re(juires certain conditicms of things— a definite 
nature of soil and a definite quantitv of rainfall, not more and not 
less than is necessary. So. we shall have to i)r()ceed ver\ cautiously, 
but m\ department will bear in mind and it is also alivi* to the fact 
that cinchona cultivation is a matter which must be given the most 
earnest consideration and it is already trying its utmost to do what it 
cun. From the 1st April, 194’J. another ne\\ area — Latpanchar area 
— is going to be cultivated. So, I can say tliat my department will try 
its utmost t(t do whatever can be done under the existing circumstances. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I put one question in 
this connection H Has the quarrel between the Forot Depaitment and 
the Industries Department been settled to the satisfaction of both or 
either so that the development of cinchona j^lantation may be pursued 
without further delay? 


The Hotl’bla Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I can tell my 
friend that so far I do not know of any quarrel. If there be any such 
quarrel, certainly cinchona plantation requirements will have preced- 
ence over the Forest Department and as both these departments are 
under my charge, I can give my friend this assurance that the Forest 
Department considerations will not stand in the way. 
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As regards sale, I can infonn the House that at present we are 
under certain existing contract and so far as I remember it will expire 
in the month of Xovember, 1!ML\ Meanwhile we have started our own 
sale dejKJt. tl)r. X.\ux\ksiia Sanyai. : How can youl^) Hecuuse we 
have got ><oinethiiig in excess. We have alreadN starttal an establish- 
ment ot our own and the (juinine that is pnaluced will be placed under 
our dej)artment and (iovernment will have contnd over the whole 
product in near future. 1 ('an tell the House that m\ dej)artment will 
try its utmost and if ion honourable friends make an\ lielpful sugges- 
tion, it will ceitainly be C(Ui''i(lered and. if })ossible, given ellect to. 

The motion of Mr. Abdur Kahman Siddi(|i that th(‘ demand of 
Rs. rj.40,()00 for expenditure under the head ‘'4-1 - Industries'-- 

Cinchona ' be reduet‘d b\ Its. KM) was then pul and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Dhiremlra Xath Datta that tin* demand of 
Its. r.i.4().(MHI lor exjM*n<liiure under tlie head “d-l—Industries-- 

(^inchona " b«‘ leduced b\ Il^. 101) wa^ then put and lost. 

4')ie motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 

Its, ]x\40,()00 for (‘\ jKUiditure under the head “4-T- Industries — 

(’iueliona” bt' leduced b\ Its. KM) was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. rpendiunath Harman that a sum 
of Its. rJ. 40.000 be granted for expenditure under the liead “44 — 
Iadustrie^ — Cinchona" was then put and agreed to. 

The House was adjourned at 11 a.m. till -4-40 p.m. 


Afternoon Session. 


* (After Mr. l)eput\ Speaker took the Chair there were crie.s of “no 
quorum, Sir". A count was taken and if w'u.s found tliat there was no 
quorum. Mr. Deputy .Speaker asked Secretary to have the hell rung 
again and still there was no (iuoruiii.) 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, the bell has to be rung for 
five minutes. 

Secretary pointed out that under the rules it was necessary to ring 
the bell for 20 strokes, whic h was done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, let us 
adjourn for 15 minutes. 
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Th 0 Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Under what 
TuhY 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No rule. That is absolutely in 
the discretion of the Chair. 


Atfjoummtnt. 

As there was no quorum the House was then adjourned at '3-35 p.m. 
till 8-30 a.m. on Friday, the 27th March, UM2, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly mot in the Assembly IloiWe, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 27th March, 1942, at 8-;U) a.m. 


Present: 


Mr. DejJiity Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaltddin IIashkmy) in the Chair, 
i) Hon’ble Ministers and HH inemhers. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of Prisons. 

•203. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department l»e pleased to state when the 
post of Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of I^risons, Denial, 
will he filled up!" 

(h) Is the Ilon’hle Minister consid<*rin^ the desirability filling 
u|) the f>ost by a (pialified candidate either from the (1) Muslim or 
(2) Schedule<l ('aste community? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HEO (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Faziul Huq): The matter has been referr(*<l to the Public Service 
C^mmisisou, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
be pleased to tell the House whether Government have made any 
reoommendation.s to the Public Service C-ommission that o suitable 
Mu.slim or Scheduled Caste candidate should he .selected for the fxist? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: No, Sir. As far as 1 am aware, 
Government have not made any recommendation to (he Public Service 
Commission because it is not for Government to imtke any rec-om- 
meudation but it is for the Public Service Commission to make it. 
Besides under the liecruitment Rules the post is retjuired to he filled 
up by promotion from among the Assistant.s of the Secretariat and of 
the olBBce of the Inspector-General of Prisons. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Under what rule is it 
obliffwt^ry that the post should be filled up by promotion and not by 
<iirect recruitment ? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Under the Itecruitmeut Rules which 
every department and every office has j^ot. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: When was the matter 
referred to the Public Service Commission? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Almut a month ago. 

General elections of Union Boards in Chandpur, Tippora. 

*204. Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in cliarge ot the iMihlic Health and Loral Self-Government 
DepariuMUit he pleased to state — 

(/) wlien the last gruieral rdeetion.s of muon boards in tlir^ subdivi- 
sion of Chandfuir, Tippera, were held; and 

(i/) when the next general rdections of union hoards in this sub- 
division are due? 

(h) Is the HorPhle Minister considering the desirability of holding 
the general eleciimi of unuui hoards in due time? If bo, when? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
COVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 8antosh Kumar 
BaSU): (<0G) In Deceitrher, 19*17, ami danuary, 19d8, respectively. 

(//) In Octrrher, I94li. 

(b) Yes. In October, 1942. 

Mr. 8YED ADBUL MAJID: In view <d the fact tluU the term of 
union IkkihIs is ordinarily 4 years and in view of the fact that the 
general election of union Ixxird in the subdivision of Chandpur was 
behl in December, 1937, and that of Tippera subdivision in January 
respectively, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the 
date of the general election of the union boards in Chandpur subdivision 
should be held in October, 1942, and also that of Tippera in October, 
1942? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am not in a 

position t-o give any specific reafH)u but w’hat 1 presume I may tell him 
and it is this that sometimes the constitution of union boards takes time 
and before the new IxHird comes into operation some time elapses. 
That is U\keu into account in fixing the date. 
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Posts bsld by rstirsd Covsnunsiit ssnraiilt m tbs Court of Wsrtfi 

sstatss. 


^205. Mr. AMRI7A LAL MANDAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in rharj[fe of the llevenue Department t)e ]>leased to state — 

(a) what are the posts in the Itevenue Department under the Court 

of Wards estate.s that are hehl by retired (foverument 

servantN ; 

(b) who aie the present imumlH*nts for each of these; and 

(c) what are the siiecial reasons, if any. for the apjjointment of 

retired (government >ervaiit8 to these posts 

MINISTER in ohsrgs of tbs REVENUE snO JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (tbs Hon’bis Mr. Pramatha Nath 

BansrjSS): («) and {!>) The followiiift retired Oovernment servants 
hold at present the jwsts noted ajraiust each: — 

(1) Rai (i. C. Sen Rahadur, retired Secretary to the (Government of 
Bengal, — Manager, ('ossimbaiar llaj Wards Estate. 

(2} Rahu Rehatiramun Dutta, M.c.s. (retd.), — Deputy Manager, 
(\»ssiml>azar Raj Wards Estate. 

{>]) Mr. Srimanta Kumar Das (Gupta, m.ij.k., retired Deputy 
Magistrate and Collector, — Manajfer, Tajjore Raj Wards 
Estate. 

<4) Rabu Suresh ('handra (Ghose, Sul>- Deputy ('olhs tor, retired 
As.sistant Settlement Otticer, — Assistant Mauajfcr, Tagore 
Raj Wards Estate. 

(6) Rai Prafulla Kumar (Ghosh Rahadur (retired Stenofcrapher, 
, JRhar Secretariat), — otticiating Manager, Rhowal Wards 

Estate. 

(r) Nos. 1, 2 and 3 above were considered to be the best to hold the 
[K)sts in view of their past administrative experience, abilities and 
status and also having regard to the important duties and res|)ou»- 
ihilities attached to respective posts. 

No. 4 was appointed in 1937, and is continuing in the same capacity 
after assumption of charge of the estate by the Court of Wards in 1939. 

No. 5 was at first on deputation to the Court of Wards Service and 
retired from (iovernraent service while in Court of Wards employment. 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the ordinary procedure for the appointment of managers 
under the Court of Wards? 

10 
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Tht Hofi’lilt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The pro- 
ceiiure jh followed by the Board of Bevenue and the Board of Rerenue 
hat) to make the appointments except in the case of some major 
appointments where the approval of the Local Gfovernment is asked for. 

BMhi NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer {h){3)f 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the pay of 
Mr. Srimanta Kumar Das Gupta at the time of retirement from Govern- 
ment service, the amount of pension which he now draws as such and 
the pay which he ^ets as Mana^^er? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have ^'iven 
information to (luestions specifically asked for but if the honourable 
member desires more information I can get it for him. 

Mf. BYED ABDUL MA4ID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaseil 
to state if it is not a fact that the posts of Manager under the Court of 
Wards are ordinarily filled up by promotion from the jKJsts of Assistant 
Managers y 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; The honour- 
able member is perliaps right, but so far as these ptirticular appoint- 
ments are concerned the answer is (contained in (r), 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there were any other suitable candidates 
available from outside the group of retired Government officials for 
these apiMiintiuents under the Court of Words ? 

Tbo Hon’bit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; 1 do not 

know whether the honourable member refers to «indidates from outside 
for dirwt appointment or candidates from those who are already in 
0<^>vernment service. 

MlirfYi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to stute whether there was any medical ejuimiiiation of the 
candidates Wfore the appointments were made to find out whether 
those gentlemen were imtilidsP 

Ttit Hon’BIt Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not 

think so. But that custom is a bad custom. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether by such appointment of retired officers chances 
of those ahrady in the Court of Wards service, viz., Cinde Officers and 
Inspectors who have also equal administrative experience and ability, 
to get those appointments by promotion are stopped? 
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m Hit’toit ilr. #RAiiATHA MATH BANEfUiit KonuAUy. I 

should liave thought so, but the houourable member is aware that the 
Oovernment is passing through mther abnormal times. The question 
of the honourable member will be borne in mind by me. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI: In view of the meritorious services rendered 
by those gentlemen will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether in case these p<Jsts are tilled hy other men tliose gentlemen 
can wait for such appointments till their ivhirth}^ (Tjitughter. ) 


The HOfl’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: After their 
death there will he no longer an\ claim to an extension of service. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With regard to No. 5 who was Ufore 
liis deputation a stenographer, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
sUite whether lie was still a stenographer at the time when he was on 
deputation to the Court of Wards*" 

Thu Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I do not 

think so and 1 have not got any further information. Hut if the 
honourable meinWr desires to luive further information I shall be 
prepared to supply that infonimtion Liter on. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Tloirhle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of nuiking all the 
appointments to the Court of Wards on the rec'ommendation of the 
Public Service (V)mmi8sioii Y 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: T shall bear 
in mind the very important question of policy raised hy my honcmrahle 
friend but it is doubtful whether the long arms of the Ibiblic Service 
(’nminission will W ohle to reach the Court of Wards. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: In view of the pledges given 
by the Government in the past will the Hon'hle Minister be p)ea.sed 
to see thut in future no (iovernment retired officers are re*e*mployed 

Tha Hoii’bit Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEt I am not 

aware of any such pledge, and I do not know whether tlie bonouruble 
member is referring to any election pledge or Government pledge. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the HoiChle Minister he 
pleased io consider the desirability of stopping the present procedure 
of re-employing retired officers? 

Tha Hon'bta Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 shall 
certainly bear that in mind. 
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Amount ionotioma for rollof ivorks in 1188-88 imt IUMI in f midpur. 

*206. Mtulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing for the year 1938>39 and 1940-41 — 

(a) the amount sanctioned under the following heads in the district 

of Faridpur — 

(1) Agricultural loans, 

(2) Test Relief work, and 

(3) Gratuitous relief ; 

(b) the amount that was allotted for subdivision of Goalundo and 

other subdivisions of the district under the above heads; 

and 

(c) the amount that was actually spent in each subdivision under the 

heads? 

Tht Hon’bla Mr* PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A statement 
is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to Marred question No. 206. 

1940-41. 

R«. Rh. 


(a) (1) Ap[riculturftl loan .. •• 6,60,000 5»'5.000 

(2) TeMt nMiof .. 31.000 10.000 

(3) (IratuittniH relief .. .. 34),fK)0 600 



Goalundo 

aubdivi- 

Hion. 

Sadar 

eubdivi- 

Mion. 

Gopal- 
ganj sub- 
division. 

Madaripur 

subdivi- 

sion. 

Total. 


Rh. 

Re 

Rh. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(M (1) AgrtoMliural loan — 






1938 39 

2.60.000 

1,28,000 

1,70,000 

1,12,000 

6,60,000 

1040-41 

20.tKK> 

35.(KH) 



55,000 

(2) Ta«t relief — 






1938-39 

7,600 

8,200 

8,100 

7,200 

31,000 

1940-41 

3,500 

4,500 


2.000 

10,000 

(3) Gratuitous relief — 






1938-39 

9,000 

5,250 

12.750 

3,000 

80.000 

1940-41 



500 

100 

600 

(C) (1) Agricultural loan — 



1,70,000 

1,12,000 

6,60,000 

1938-39 

2,50,(HK) 

1.28,000 

1940-41 

20,0(8) 

35,000 



55,000 

(2) Test relief-- 






1938-39 

7,500 

8,200 

8,100 

7,200 

31,000 

1940-41 

.677 

2.923 


2,000 

6.500 

(3) GratuitouH relief— 






1938-39 

9,000 

5.250 

12,760 

3.000 

30,000 

1940-41 




100 

100 
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Char Nilakshmi in ChittagOfig. 

*207« Br, SANAULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 

of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether Thar Nilakshmi 
with an area of 7J square miles of police-station Mirsarai in the district 
of Chittagong is a Khasmahal ehnr? 

(b) Is it a fact that it has been settled with an estate under the 
management of Court of Wards without satfimi? 

{c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the rent at 
which it has Wn settled? 

(d) Is- the Hon’ble Minister aware that the cultivators of the area 
prayed for settlement of the area on snhimi and higher rent? 

(e) If so, do the Government contemplate resettlement of the area 
of the char fit for cultivation with the cultivators? 

The Hon*bl6 Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) and (h) 

Yes. 

(h) Yes. The char which formed ns an a<‘cretion to the ijara 
tenures of the R, K. Ranerjee Wards Estate was settled with the said 
estate without mhimi f(»r a term r»f 5 years with a right of renewal on 
such rent as may be determined by the r(dle<*tor. 

ic) Rs.270. 

ie) No. Government cannot, under the existing law. make any 
direct settlement of the c//or with the cultivators 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Ron ble Minister be 
ple^ased t^> tell us with referet»ce to answer (< ) what he means by th« 
term “under the existing law”? 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The ].;)w of 

Alluvion and Diluvion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Ide Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the char was thrown from a navigable river? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The position 
is this. In 188(1 a char ajipeared near the Sandip ('liaimel. Various 
landlords including the Taraf Joy Xarayan GhfKshal laid claim to the 
char as* reformation m »itu. In 1882 Mr. Fasson, the then Settlement 
Officer, found it impossible to identify the land dag by dag with 
reference to 1*200 Maghi survey papers. With the approval of the 
Board of Revenue he entered into a compromise with the claimante 
by assigning to each in a compact block the reformed land in the earn* 
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proportion as claimants’ TfhoJe land within the village according to 
1200 Maghi papers bore to the whole area of the village according to 
the same papers. The lands which were found to be Government 
Noabad, the lauds not taken by some of the claimants according to the 
compromise and the accretions to all the reformed lands except that of 
Sipi Doulat Taraf w'ere farmed out to Taraf Joy Narayan Ghosal by 
creating two ejaras Nos. 2(>74 and 2f)75. These ejriras have been 
recorded as temporary tenures in the settlement record of right. When 
furtlier accretions occurred there was a dispute between the Khas 
Mahal and tlie Court of Wards the former refu-sing settlement with the 
Court of Wards and the latter insisting on settlement on the ground 
that the estate being under the management of tiie Court of Wards it 
had always abided by the decision of the local officers or of Government 
instead of filing civil suits which was the course followed hy some 
other proprietors with success. The matter was then referred to the 
late Major Kindersley and the then Member of the Board of Revenue. 
Thider orders of the Member, Board of Revenue, the accretions were 
settled with the Court of Wards as Sadharan Taluk for five years. 
I'nlike other districts of Bengal, (’liittagong had the advantaj»e of 
survey pajiers before the Rermaneiit Settlement of 179d. Tlierefore, 
the lands outside the survey papers were regarded as Government 
property and Government were at liberty to settle tliese lands, even 
accretions, as pi’opriett»r. In this district the Law of Alluvion and 
Diluvioii does not apply generally and the matter, therefore, was 
generally gone into on the basis of accretions. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Ballot voting in all local bodies. 


87i Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the H6nTde Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and ]..oeal Self-(iovernment Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government are contemplating the introduction of 
a Bill in the Assembly in near future providing for secret ballot voting 
in all local self-governing bodies including the Union Boards, District 
Boards, and Municipalities, etc.P 

{b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the approximate date for the introduction 
of the said Bill? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in charge of Ifie PURtlC HEALTH omI LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. SMitOih 
Kumar Basu): {a) to (r) The ImlJot ny^tem ol voting is already in 
vogue in the Colrutta O)rporutiou under the Calrutta Municipal Act, 
192^1, and in the mufaasnl municipalities under the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1932. Such system ot voting Im.s also been provided for direct 
election to District Boards in areas from which lioiol Ihmrds have lieen 
al><)lished and for indirect election to District Boards by liooal Hoards. 

Under the Bengal l/ocal Self-(Jovernment Act and the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, the method of voting is provided for by 
Rules, but the question of making s|>ecific provisions for the introduc- 
tion of ballot voting in the l.ocal and Union Boards under the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act and Bengal Village Self-Government Act 
respectively is engaging the serious attention of Government in connec- 
tion with the comprehensive amendment (»f these two Acts, and a 
decision is likely to he reached shortly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Since (he matter is engaging the 
serious attention of (ioveriiim'nt will the Jlon'hle Minister consider the 
desirability of biinging in the amemling Bills in the next session P 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: So far as compre- 
hensive amendments to the Bengal T^K‘iil Self-Government and the 
Bengtd Village Self-Government Acts are concernerl, I think the 
amendments are now r«uly and the earliest opjwrtiniity w'ill be t4iken 
by Government to bring them before this Legisbiture. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister ht 
pleased to state whether the intixMluction of the system of symlMds is 
under the consideration of (iovernmeiit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That is one of the 

considerations that the Government will bear in mind. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: In view of the fact that the 
amendment of an Act generally takes a long time and also in view of 
the fact that the method of voting under the Bengal Ix>cal Self- 
Government and the Bengal Vilbige Self-Government Acts are provided 
in the rules, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of 
amending the rules also so as to introduce the system of ballot voting 
as soon as possible? 

Tht Hoii’bit Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Government would 
be reluctant to resort to the system of framing of rules as much as 
possible: they would much rather prefer important matters to be 
discussed, debated and decided upon by the Legislature. 
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Audit or thi Singur MoM Htdth Unit Aooounts. 

88. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Will the Hon^ble Minister charge 
of the Public Health Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether the accounts of the Singur Model Health Unit were 

audited ; 

(б) whether the audited accounts showed an embeszlement ; 

ic) if so, the amount of the money embezzled ; 

{d) the name of the Medical OfiBcer of the Health Unit, when the 
money was embezzled; 

(e) whether he is still continuing as Medical Officer; 

if) if not, whether he has been permitted to join any other service; 

(g) if so, the name of the post; 

(h) whether any enquiry has been made as to who has been respon- 

sible for the embezzlement ; 

(i) if not, the reasons for not enquiring into the matter; 

(;) whether any person has Iteen appointed as Medical Officer of 
the Health Unit; 

{k) if so, the name of the person so appointed; and 

(/) does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate taking steps for pro- 
cee<ling against the persons responsible for the embezzle- 
ment? 

The Hofi'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (r/) No; on receipt 
of an anonymous complaint the Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Hurdwan C'ircle, was instru(‘tcd by the Director of I’ublic Health to 
furnish a report after local investigation. 

(6) It is not yet known whether any embezzlement has taken place. 
But certain irregularities in the stock account were detected. 

(r) IXies not arise. 

{d) Dr. K. Bhuttacharji. 

(e) No. 

(/) His services were placed at the di8[K)sal of the Port Health 
Department of the Government of India. 

(/;) Assistant Port Health Officer, Calcutta. The officer is now on 
leave. 

(h) The clerks responsible for the irregularities mentioned have 
been punished. One of the clerks is a District Board employee. The 
District Board of Hooghly has been requested to replace him by another 
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and to inflict such punishment as the nature of the case deaerras. The 
other clerk of the Singur establishment has since been dismissed as he 
failed to submit his explanation within the time given. 

(f) Further enquirj^ is pending. 

0) and {k) Dr. M. Ahmed, an Epidemiologist of the Public Health 
Dt*partment, was appointed to officiate till 8th March. 1942. On 
emergent duties Dr. M. Ahmed has been sent to (^hittagong and 
Dr. K. Hossain Khan, a temporary Epidemiologist, is officiating now 
at Singur. 

(1) I am awaiting the result of the enquiry. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: With reference to 
answer {h) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w'hen the 
accounts were audited ? 

The Hon’bit Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The answer says, 
the accounts were not audited. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Sir, the question (h) 
t^iiys whether the audited accounts showed an embezzlement. 

Th« Hon’bln Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The first (|uestion 
is whether the accxmnts of the Smgur M<Mlel Health Tnit were audited 
to which the answer is “no.” 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hoii’hle Minister be 
plea.sed to state wluit were the “(ertain irregularities” which were 
found 'i 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; So far as 1 tan find 
out from the piipers now }»ef(»re me irregularities referreri to certain 
monies not having rfHohed the Ilealtli Enit in time and <;ertiiin 
disbursements not ha\ing been made in accordance with the rules. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Tn view of the serious 
nature of the allegations, does the Hon’hle Minister think that accounts 
should he audit-ed ? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: As 1 have indicated 
in my reply, according to the nile.s a report 1ms got Im* callefl for 
from the department and that rejKirt 1 am awaiting. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Ifoirble Minister 
be pleased to .state whetlo^r the rep<jrt of the AHsisUnt Director of 
Public Health, who was deputed to eiicjuire into the ollegations made 
in the anonymous complaint, has l>een submitted)^ 

The Hoii’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am expecting that 
report in the firat week of April. 
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Dr. iURlSH CHANDRA RANiR^EES Will the Hon’bk Minister 
be pleased to state when was he sent to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: I am not in a 

position to say that. 


A.R.P. meaeures for protootion of inmatee of HiJIi 8pecitl 

89. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
llon’hle Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state whether the Kharagpur area including the liijli Special Jail has 
been declared or is l>eing consitlered by the Government as a dangerous 
area from the Htan(ljK)in< of air raid possibilities? 

(h) If so, what A.R.IV measures the Government have taken or do 
they propose to take in the Hijli Special Jail? 

(r) Is it a fact that the A.R.P. authorities have issued instruction 
to tiie people to go downstairs in their premises when an air raid warn- 
ing is given ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware — 

(/) that the security juisoners of Hijli S|)ecial Jail residing upstairs 
are not allowed to go downstairs at night ; and 

{it) that the gates for going out of the barrack or building remain 
locked up at night ? 

(c) If the answers to (( ) and id) are in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister lonsidering the desirability of issuing instructions to the Jail 
authorities to allow the security prisoners to have the lil)erty of going 
downstairs at night? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Failial Hliq). {a} Special A. R. P. measures are l)eing enforced in 
certain areas in Kharagpur. 

(/>) to (e) The Hijli Sjiecial Jail is now' closed and the questions do 
not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (6) to (r) 
wherein it is stoteil that ’'the Hijli Special Jail is now closed and the 
questions do not arise”, will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased 
to tell the House whether A. R. P. mea.sures have been adopted in other 
jails and other dangerous areas? 


Mrt. HA8INA MUR8HED: This ouestion does not nerhaos arise. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is with regard to the 
Hijli Jail. It is not possible to give anawers with regard to other jaiU, 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: There is no point in transferring 
prieoners from one dangerous place to another if that plaee where the 
prisoners are sent is not safe. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, the answer is that the Hijli 
Special Jail is now ( aiul surely the prisoners have been transfer- 
red elsewhere. My (luestitui is whether A. K. P. meiisures have l>een 
adopted in those places. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: It is not necessary to lulopt A% R. P. 
measures in tho>e aresis where the prisoners have presumahly been 
transferred, l)eca\i^e iho^e areas liave not been declared emergency 
areas. The piiH)iiers have been ttxinsferred from the Hijli Special dail 
lieaiiise it wa^ thought Mecessar\ to transfer lliem to a place which is 
safer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary be })lease(l to if the idea of reopening the Hijli *Iail 

has been alKindoned b\ (lovernmenty 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: This ques turn cannot be answered at 
the present moment. 

Unampioymofit among Maulvis. 

90. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education iXqiartment be pleasetl to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the annual number of students who have passed out as — 

, (i) Alim, 

(ti) Eazil, and 
{111) Title Examinations 
in Bengal iluring the last five years P 

ih) Is the Hon’lile Minister aware that the nuinlier of unemployed 
Maulvis who have pa.ssed the Bengal Madrassu Board Examinations 
of — 

(t) Alim, 

{it) Fazil, and 
(m) Title 

and also those who have passed the final examination of old ocdieme 
Dars-i-Nixamia from various Islamia Madrataan in and outsid# Bengal 
is on the increase year after year? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Bon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stat#'what steps, if any, he proposes to tahe in 
the matter? 

MINISTER in ehnrga of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
LABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karini)! (a) A. abatement is laid on the Table. 

(b) I am not aware of this. 

(c) The qnestion^ does not arise. 


Siattmeni (showing the numbers of Htudenis passing the Aliw, Fazil and TiiU 
Examinations during 1937-1941) referred to in reply to clause (a) of 
unstarred question No. 90. 



1937. 

193H. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

Alim 

32« 

307 

406 

533 

518 

Fazil 

233 

207 

279 

211 

416 

Title 

31 

36 

36 

26 

37 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ* Will the Hon'hle Minister take note 
of the fact that the nuniher mentioned in {l>\, that is, the number of 
Alim, Fazil and Title is ^ra<liuilly intTe^i-^in^^ 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please put the (juestion. It is no use 
asking the Hon ])le Minister to take note of anythin^;- 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: With reference to answer (ft) w'ill 
the Hon hie Minister he pleased to state it it is not a fact that accsjrding 
to Islamic convention and injunction the principiil duty of Artibic 
scholars is to take the sai red protessnm ot tiade and (‘oinnierce and to 
propa^»‘ate Ishim in ('oiirse ot their business? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That (pie^tion does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Hoes the (tovernment consider the 
desirability of tindinjjf some means for the sidution of the unemplov- 
ment problem amon^r the Maulvi.s and Maulanas? 

The Hon’blf Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Government has 
in view that (diject. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleosed to state, with reference to answer whether he thinks it 
desirable to make an enquiry on this point ? 

th. Hon'bl. Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; At pment tli«r. 

is no need; but if need be, enquiry will be made. 
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Sabib^HAMfoUDOIN AHMED: Is th« Hon’ble Minister 
aware ’that there is acute distress due to unemployment of this olasa 
of |>oople and whether Government thiiiH it desirable to make an 
enquiry* into this matter ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As I have 

already answered, Govewiiuent dt>es not think that there is immediate 
necessity to make an enquiry, but I feel that the dSfbt^utent is jfrowing 
day by day. 

Mr, MIRLA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, (piestiou (r) has not been 
properly answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That 1 otinnot help. 

Statement by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr Deputy Speaker, I ask 
your indulg'ence lor two minutes to make a ht 4 itement in connection 
with the statement made by the Leader of the House in wbieh my name 
was mentioned. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will >ou kindly #rive me in writing 
the statement you want to make and 1 will consider it. If it is neces- 
sary in the intere>ts ol the firivilege of members of the House, certainly 
I w’ill allow' you to make that statement either on the 1st or the 2nd of 
April, as the rase may he. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Thank you, Sir, I would prefer 
2nd. 

Maasage from His Excelloncy the Governor under section 75, 
Government of India Act, 1S35. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I liave a nie.ssage from His Excellency 
the Governor under section 7o ot the (Government of India Act, 193). 
It is as follows ; — 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941, has been 
passed by Iwth Chambers of the Bengal Legislature and has been 
presented to the Governor in accordance with section 75, Government 
of India Act, 1935. Having given ray most careful attention to the 
Bill, I am of opinion that it is my duty to return it to the Legislature 
in accordance with the proviso to the said section and to re<|ue«t the 
Chambers to consider it in regard to the following points. 
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2. Sufficient attention doee not a|ipe*r to hive be^ paid 1k»f the 
effect of the proposed new sections 37A and 37B upon the provisions 
of the existing section 2T of Act XI of 1859. The latter section 
provides that where the purchase money has been fully paid, a sale 
against which no appeal has been preferred shall become final on the 
60th day after the date on which it took place; and under section 2S a 
certificate of sale is thereafter to be issued immediately, and possession 
is to be delivered under section 29. An application under the new 
section 37 A may be rejected, and an appeal can be preferred against 
an order of rejection within 30 days of the date of the order. That 
date may be considerably more than GO days from the date of the sale, 
and such an appeal is mO an appeal against the sale itself. In order, 
theref^e, to obviate the necessity for cancelling a certificate of sale 
already grante<l under section 28, ond for the surrender of possession 
by a purchaser who has received possession, it is necessary to insert 
in the Bill it.self an amendment of section 27 to provide that a sale 
shall not become final until any application under section 37A or au}^ 
appeal under section 37B has been dismisses!. 

3. Secondly the Bill does not clearly specify whether the provi- 
sions of the proposed new sections 37A and 37B override those of 
section 6. Administmtive difficulty is likely to arise unless this lacuna 
is filled, and as the intention of the Bill appe<irs to be thit the provisions 
of section b should in fact l>e read as being subject to those of sections 
37A and 37B, it is necesiiiiry to make this intention clear by an 
amendment. 

4. After due consideration, therefore, I liave decided to recommend 
to the Bengal Legislative Chaml>ers that the Bill lie amended in the 
manner stated in the following recommendation, and I appoint the 
llon'hle Mr. Praiuatha Nath Buuerjee, Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department, to l>e the member in charge of the Bill. 

5. In pursuance of the provisions of the proviso to section 76 of 
the Government of India Act, 1935, I, John Arthur Herbert, Governor 
of Bengal, do recommend to the Bengol liegislative Chambers that 
they do amemi the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 
1941, by the adoption, without further amendments, of the following 
amendments, that is to say, — 

(1) After clause 1 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“lA, In section 27 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act): — 

(a) after the words ‘no ap{>ea1 shall have been preferred’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of whi(di no application under 
section 37 A has been made or in respect of which no appeal under sub- 
section (J) of section 37 B has been preferred’ shall be inserted; 
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ffi) after the words ^dismissed by >^e OonuiiMeftoaer’’ thse irerds^ 
figuree, letters aud brackets ‘or in respect of which an applic4itio& 
under section 37 A may have been made or an appeal under sub-seotioa 
(J) of section 37B may have been preferred and such application or 
appeal has been dismissed’ shall be inserted." 

(2) In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(a) for the words and fi^^res “Bengal Land Ilevemie Sales Act» 
1859*’ the words “said Act" shall be substituted. 

(5) In sub-section {I) of section 37B proposed to l)e inserted after 
section 37 of the Bengal Land llevenue Sales Act, 1859, l)efore the 
words, figures and letter ‘Where the deposit retjuired by section 37A^ 
the words ‘notwithstanding anything contained elseahere in this Act^ 
shall be inserted. 


Government House. 

The 26th February, 1942, 


J. A. HKKHKItT, 
Governor of Bengal. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

TIm Bongal Non-agrioultural Tmnoy (Tiiii|M>rary Proviiioiii) 
Extending Bill, 1942. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I move that the Bengal Non-agricultuml Tenancy 
(Temptutiry Provisions) Exten<ling Bill, 1942, as pusseil by the Bengal 
Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, we are extending the life of the Bill by one year only and thie 
ha's been done for the purpose of putting a little pressure upon the 
otherwise busy Government, so that a comprehensive legislative 
measure which is already in draft might be introduced as early as 
possible. This Bill is in the nature of maintaining quo only tor 

a period of one year. 

Mr. NtiHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister give 
us an assurance whether after the expiry of one year further extension 
will not be asked for!' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I do not know whether 1 
shall be guilty of repetition, and even then I shall repeat whether in 
view of the decision of the Hon’ble High Court tliat “suit" does not 
include “appeal" Government propose to do anything immediately. I 
want to know this from the Hon’ble Minister through you, Bir. 
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^ Mr. ATUL KRIBHM CtfOtC: Our issue Is altogether different. 
The issue is this. The Hon’ble Minister has said that-Tis the busy 
Government could not do anything in one year, Gfovernment are 
extending the life of this Act for another year. With due r^pect to 
the Hon’ble Minister I would say that because the Government is lazy, 
this thing has not been enacted during the last two years. We want 
to have an assurance whether the actual law will be brought forward 
in this Assembly by this Government in the course of one year or not. 
That is the assurance which we want from the Government, so that we 
may not hear again that because this ye^ir (iovernment could not do 
anything, the period will be extended for another year. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Sir, I want to say a few 

words — — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you supporting or opposing the 
consideration of the Bill? 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: I would like to say that the 
Hon’ble Minister should make haste. Already four years have 
passed 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQ1: Will the llonide Minister teU 
US what procedure he wishes to follow in the House to-day? We have 
not had any chance of studying the recommendations of His Excellency. 
]>oes he want that these reoommendationH should he discussed to-day? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is another thing. That will cxime 
later. We have now taken up the Non-iigricultural Tenancy Bill. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatlm Xath Banerjee that the 
Bengal Noiwtgricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 11)42, as passed by the Bengal LegisLitive Council, be taken into 
consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Tilt Hoii’bl« Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the Bengal X on- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sionsjr Extending Bill, 1942, us settled in the Assembly 

Dr. NAL.INAKSHA 8ANYAL: That will not do. Mr. D^^uty 
S^ker will have to put this Bill clause by clause and the speech of 
the Hon’ble Minister will come afterwards. 

The Hoii*bH Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Ver> weU. 

Clause 1. 

’"The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put^and 
agreed io. 

Preamble. 

The question that the preumhie staiiif part of llie Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: With 
Dr. Saiiyars periiii'^sion ina\ 1 make a sjieech now? 


Mr^ ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDiQI: Ma.\ 1 rise on a point of order. 
Sir? it fiermissihle under the rules of j>ro<'e<lure here for u Minister 
of Government ti» seek pei mission of an ordinary memher? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Siddiqi seems to he rather 
out of soit. lie \\as nnt so much unappreciative <if humour in the 
past. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. 1 heg 
to move that the Bengal Non-iigricultuial Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
shins) Kxtending Bill, B)42. as settled in the Assemhl v . be jwi.ssed. 
The motion was then put and agr^^ed to. 


The Bengal Touts Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to 
move that the amendment made b\ the Council in the Bengal Touts 
Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration. 

• Sir, there is only one clause, miiiiely, that the expression “1941’^ 
be substituted for “1949”. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the 
omendment made by the Council in the Bengal Touts Bill, 19|0, be 
taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the amendment made by the Council in the Bengal 
Touts Bill, 1940, be agreed to w’as then put and agreed to. 

Tht Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Billi 1942. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
I beg to introduce the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second^ Amend- 
ment) Bill. 1942. 

Secreiar}' then read the short title of the Bill. 


II 
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Th$ Hon^bl$ Khui BAadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I beg^ 
to move that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second ^Amendment) 
Bill 1942, be taken into oonsideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: 1 beg to move that in clause 1(2) in 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “on such <l«te as the Provincial Govern- 
ment may, by notificuition in the official Gazette, appoint” the words 
“from the 9th of April, 1941” be substituted. 

My object in moving this amendment is this. It appears that the 
assent of His Excellency the Governor to the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act, 19d5, was obtained on the 9th April, 19d6, and 
accordingly the term of the Act expires on the 8th April, 1941. 
Therefore, in order that the proi>osed amendment may take effect from 
a specific date, viz., 9th April, 1941, I have moved this amendment. 
In the Statement of Objects and Reasons \ou will find that in many 
of the areas the period ot 5 years has practically expired but it has not 
been found possible to conciliate all the debts there. The Debt Settle- 
ment B<Kirds were not established or could not be established soon after 
the assent to the Agricultural Debtors Act was obtained. It took a 
long time for the Government before it t(K)k steps for the establish- 
ment of Debt Settlement Boards in various district^ in the Province. 
Therefore, it was not possible for the Debt Settlement Boiirds that 
were establishe<l on a later date to conciliate all the debts there. In 
order that in future such difficulties may not arise I have suggested 
a specific date, viz., 9th April, 1941. I do not think that it should be 
left to the option of Government to give effect to the amendment by 
officiol notification in the Gazette w'henever it chooses. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will you move your amendment 
No. 2 to clause IK 

Ml. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
1(2), in lines I and 2, for the w’ords “on such date as the Provincial 
Government may, by notification in the official Gkizette, appoint” the 
words “in such areas on such dates as the terms of the existing Debt 
Settlement Boards expired or expire” be substituted. 

As I have already explained in connection with my amendment 
No. 1, the Debt Settlement Boards could not be established immediately 
after the original Act came into force. I know that Debt Settlement 
Boards were established in some districts including Noakhali much 
later in 1937-38. Therefoie, it was obvious that it was not possible 
(or those Boards to conciliate all the debts that were brought before 
them for settlement l>ecau»e they did not get the full 5 years’ time. 
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They got only one and a half years, or t#o years for the Set^itnent 
of debts. Sir, if my amendment is accepted, I submit, it will give a 
reasonable opportunity to those Boards which were established on A 
later date to conciliate debts, to function for two years more, i.e., I 
want to extend the life of those Boards from 5 to 7 years. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: My friend Mr. Syed Abdul 
Majid wants that the life of the Boards should be exteiide<l. In the 
Act itself it has been provided that appliuitions can be received by the 
Boards for a period of b years from the date of their establishment. 
If the Boiirds are (‘onstituted some time after, petitions can be received 
for a longer period. Shi the Act authorises Ihmrds to receive applica- 
tions for 7 years. In these circumstances the amendments are 
unnecessary. 

The Hon*ble Khtn Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHANi 1 beg 

to oppo.se the amendments moved hv m\ friend, Mr. Syed Ahdul Majid. 

I think he is under a wrong impression. 9th April, 19dr>, was tlie date 
of publication of the Bengal Act No. VII, but it was stated that the 
term of 5 years would begin to run from the date on which in any 
particular are^i any Inxird would be established. vSome iKmrds were 
established from 9tli April, 193r), some (» months after and some still 
later. If the period of o years were ts) be counted from the date of the 
e.staldi.sh meiil of the boards tlio term of some might expire on 31 st 
Deceml>er. 1941, some on 30th April, 1942, ami s<»nie others on 30tli 
of May, 1942. It we contine ourselves to the specific date of 9th April, 
193(i, this will reduce the term of o years and the l)enefit that we want 
that the debtors should get. The amendment clearly says that the 
term of years should be extende<l by 2 years more from the date on 
which the board was constituted. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAillD: Sir, I beg to withdraw the first 
amendment. 

The Hofi’bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
the second amendment also is for the same purpose, namely, that the 
seven years will run from the date of establishment of the first Board; 
so, practically every Board will serve for seven years. The two years’ 
extension will be given from the date of establishment of the first 
Board in the local area in which the applicant resides. If the life of 
the Board expires the Board cannot receive any new application unle.s8 
and until its Iffe is extended. It js n<»w being extended to seven years 
in the case of each and every Board 

Mr. 8YE0 ABDUL MAJID. What about the Boards which have 
already been closed down? 
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Tht Hon’blt Khan iahadw Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I 

beve issued a circular that during the pendency of the cases in the 
Boards they will not cease altogether but they will not function any 
more until the Bill, as passed, is published in the Calcutta Gazette 
after having received the assent of His Excellency the Governor. 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: But they will not have any right to 
entertain fresh applications and the creditors will be at liberty to sue 
the debtors in the civil courts. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I feel 
there is that difficulty. I admit that this Bill ought to have been 
placed before the Tiegislature long ago and 1 am sorry that nothing 
was done in tlie p^isi. As s<K>n as I t(K)k over charge I have been 
thinking to bring this matter before vou and now I am thinking of 
bringing the [xunt raised by you before the (’abinet and of getting an 
Ordinance issued, if agreed to. Of course I cannot give any definite 
assurance now' until I consult the ('abinet. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Alalul Majid that in clause l(^), in lines 1 
and 2, for the words “on such date 4 is the Provincial (lovernment may, 
by notification in the official Gazette, appoint”, the words “from t)»e 
9th of April, Um” be substituted, was then by le<ive of the House 
withdraw'!!. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Abdul Majid that in clause l(l^), in lines 1 
and 2, for the words “on such date as the Pix)vincial Government may, 
by not ifiixit ion in the official (tazette, app^iint”, the words “in such 
ATea.s on such dates as the terms of the existing Debt Settlement Boards 
expired or expire” be substituted, w’as then juit and lo'^t. 

The (luestion that clause 1 .stand part of the Bill was then juit and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was also put 
and agreed to. 


Preamble, 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Thf Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 

I beg to move that the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second AAmend* 
ment) Bill, 1942, a.s settled in the Assembly, be passed. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I 
would like to address a few words, throuffh you, to the llouae and 
especially to the Hon'ble Minister in charge, with regard to this niotion. 
It was the object of the Legislature that the cases should l)e settled in 
a short period. But the woriling of the (institution and the wording 
of the Act has demonstrated that there has lieen extreme huiness »)n 
the part of tlie members of the Roard.s to expedite the crises. It i« 
regrettable that the cases instituted in 1937 are still pending. Govern- 
ment should see that the cases are settled immediately as soon as they 
are presented. The ob.ject of the legislation will be frustrated if there 
is any negligence on the [Kirt of the members of the Board to expedite 
matters. The delay in di^jmsing of the cases has really demonstrated 
the negligence of the members of the Ikuird and has further deteriorated 
the rural credit in the province of Bengal. Sir, we want the matter 
lietween the creditor and the debtor to be disposed of as (|uickly as 
possible .so that the rural credit ma> be revived again. I submit, 
through you, Sir, to the Ilon'ble Minister in charge to see that the life 
of the Board is not extended any further. 

In this ('onnection I would also draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the <y)rruption and bribery that are going on in these 
Boards, an<l I would request the Hoiride Minister to encjuire into these 
bribery and cMirruption. 

These are the tew words, Sir, I wont to place before the Hon’ble 
Minister with regard to this motion. 


Mr. C. MORGAN; Sir. I cannot allow this piece of legislation 
to pas.s into law without entering a protest. Mr, Mullick, the then 
Minister in charge, drew attention last year to the five years’ limitation, 
and said he hoped ev4‘ry one would do their utmost to see that applica- 
tions had been made within the period prescril>ed. 

It may he true, as suggested in the Statement of Objects and 
Rea.soijs, that it has not been found jK)ssible to conciliate all debts in 
any particular area within five yeans from the est4ihli.Hhmerit of the 
first Board. But in our opinion it cannot be a ground for the proposed 
legislation that the time for receiving applications for settlement must 
l>e extended by a further two years. The fact must be appreciated 
that nothing in the existing Act precludes a debtor from filing his 
application within five years, if he is really willing to do so. The fact 
that he omitted to do so should be con.slnied against him end not 
against his creditor. 

It is very probable that in many cases the creditors have dealt with 
their ad\'ance8 in various ways seeing that the time-limit for application 
by the Board is expiring. Thi.s measure will certainly jeopardise them 
bringing the loans once again within the purview of the Boards. 
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It is, therefore, our concluston that having regard to the period 
available to the debtor under the existing law, there is no justification 
for its extension and further that it will cause positive hardship to the 
creditors in such oases as we have mentioned above, disturbing arrange- 
ments entered in good faith. 

MHiile not opposing the passing of the Bill I ask for an assurance 
from Government that on no consideration whatever, will further 
extension be asked for. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to oppose this motion for exten.sion of life of the Debt Settlement 
Boards. But, Sir, there is some difficulty to which I want to draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister. There are several boards the 
time-limit of which has expired in the month of December and there are 
some other Hoards the time-limit of which has expired in the month of 
November. Now, this piece of legislation cannot come into force till 
the next September. Surely it will come to the Council which may 
not meet in July next, and then it will have to lie sent to His 
Excellency the Governor for his assent. In the me<»ntime there will 
be many creditors who having got the decree will not be able to get it 
executed. Those decrees will be put into execution and land sold. 
In the mwnitime, I want a clarification of the pc)int from the Ilon’ble 
Minister. Suppijse, in an area in which the creditor resides, the time- 
limit of the particular Debt Settlement Board has expired in the month 
of November fir December and the creditor goes to the Civil Court to 
put his decree into execution. The land and all properties of the 
debtor are put up for sale and auction-purchased by the creditor or 
some third person. In that case, w'hen the Act comes into force in the 
month of July or September, what would be the position of this parti- 
cular (h'btor because he will have no protection? There is no section 
in this Act or Bill which pixnides for anything which will be done 
during the interim jieruMl. So, I want that the Hon’ble Minister 
should see that the difficulties created to the debtor by the ci-editor 
going to the Debt Settlement Board in the interim period should be 
removed by a special legislation or by special rules or by an Ordinance. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED QOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, m ^ 

?T=n 

I fti 

Sir, tlJcf C?rf#^fiT OTN 3pi5 
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#TI \ 4^ 'wm. Sir. it tfWt ftrli ¥1151 WWliff*! Ciift 

’Tffsf^ C*TtC^ chairman, member, Shylook CJ*n7 'S 

gt^T ^ ^t?i Tfi I ^ftwt? ?rfwTf 

StTt «nf)7r i fHt«rDff 

^=rr union<il? ^ flfrft*?, 

^ I ^ Tfir, c^ '3 ^ifus 

3 ^ Tr?i ''fs^ ^finitcw^? ann^yO” 

?r>prai'®?t arrf^^c^ ^4t»! Ttcs t¥i 
ilf«t aTtf%^ ^srt^ tpHR I c^ 

^*rf%r3 ’ttf? ^ (71 

(Tff ’FftC'ACV*! ? 

Sir, (TfT^ ^tiCTf V7T *fT^ I '■ftarffl 

^ I <?T^“ independent 

C^ C^fV^ chairman r?T^ I '3 

vftfVc^ I 3^ ^fr3^ ax*ifn I 

artf^^ <7rt^^f%, SjKH'ial Board 5^!% '3 Co-oi)erativo Board ^fir '^t^R 

v3 tffs ^Tfirc3f^ i 

MAULVI ABDUL WANED : Duputy Siieakor arcrt^?r, Rts^ 5t?t 

<71 ftrfr^ -^-t rcw5, cn ^^nTR Rtft ^Pl ^ i 

Tiytf^ aTtR . % anft S T Cg l ^Cff^ ^ ^fC 3 < 7 r ntfsT-ft T 5 «f% 

ti-'R rr?^, 3H f33? ’’BTc^r^gfinr < 1*115 (THtr tot c^ 

vH^t: r(7r ait' 3ffi 3T17R *r?ws (?rm tot c*f5^ TOiri? i cn^ nar^ (Rti§, 

arriT^ c ^<.aT^ TOiT (R’3?n TOT (R’3?ri TOTCy» 

3f?n ■5nT3 N TOr ^n , (TtI^i ^=rRtc*nT srpr^Bi i ^ 

31 ^ <1t?T, (71 <ftl!7f ^1 ^ f7TtO§ CWZ <1TlR 

317,5^^ TOT 3T^1 (ton TO! f^TOT 

arftTOTOTTRT 5fS "!?t5F^‘f 3T^1 CTR <71^* ^ ^f%11 <1t?I I d ’T^ 

Urtt^ i 7 Tt 3 TT< 1 ^^ rrro (TTTOI ’Ttf^^t < 7 rt?:^^ <RRlFtP ’T^ 

TOn:'<f TOI^ =TC^^ I vfj ;.l>|?f ^^775 15t^ | Rtft 

TOrfP ^'-fR <yfVfe ’Ttf^T < 7 Tt 1 § ^aR ^ ''tkr TOTO •ijar: 

<7T^ ’K <7Tt^ '^af;;! tr TOIC^ <7T ’Tt^^ ^H^TT 5T^ aj 8 RRI 

^Br^n tot 3ti7R Tf5 cTOf 3tfir^ ’itr? < 1 tTT an lijar: 3t7i an, 

af?^ frors 3t^l TOT ^n , CarlTOan^ <115^ I RM9 

Of^ TO (Tf TOTO (7T^ CTO^TT chairman ^ member^l (interruption) 

(TOfft ( 7 TO (RTR caaeoj 501 ^ TOl ^TOTln TORF f*t TOT 1 T ^*CT 
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C5iff«f srffir tfW a <51 <rf3i ’rt^ 

TOT C’tt^ I (^Nl fV OT C’ltl I 

iflTO 9n>5 c? sr^twc-ra mpf ^n <rPr!?r?r c«(t^ 

Sflit? TO C<tCt6? chairman ^ membcr9i (Tf^l '3«ffe <11 «t 6 TOC^ fV I 

'«tw? To !Tt uq$ JR on«i apt '«tto5, TO ^ ’r'ritfVs 

?'Sin SIB'S <4’T' CPTfS sf% irtcs ’t'tS, "rrlTr c^iffn 

5Tr, m?5Ri ’iPiflT ’ift^nrMTO' 'SRi^rtii 'TiifB i 

Mfi 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, unlike 
Mr. Morgan 1 (‘aiiiHit allow thi.s Hill to be passed into law without a 
word of appreciation. 

Sir, the neressity for this ainendinent has been suffiriently made 
clear in the Statement of Ohjeets and Keasons. It has been said that 
in many area.s the period of 5 yeuirs has elapsed, but the applicuitions 
for setileraent of debt wuld not be disposed of. Sir. in those cases, 
it is not the fault of the piirticular Hoiirds, but it is the fault, if any, 
of the Government which has not taken proper step.s to establi.sh 
Boards in those areas. 

Now, Sir, when this Hill (omes into force, it will enable those 
Boards to entertain fre.sh applications for settlement of debts and settle 
the debts. 

Now, Sir, regarding the intervening period, that i.s the perio<l before 
the Act rymies into force, there will W jrreat difficulty, as my learned 
friend Mr. Israil luis pointed out. We do not know what will happen 
to the applications from persons who want to go in for settlement of 
debts before the law tomes into force. For that, the Hon’ble Minister 
has fwiid that some Ordiiwince or some other provision must be made. 
I request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take immediate steps for 
making provision for those coses. 

Again, my honourable friend Mr. Datta has complained of bribery 
and corruption that are ram|>ant in Debt Settlement Boards. I do not 
think that there is any de|Kirtnient under Government where there is 
no bribery and (corruption. But it must be said that the ordinary 
peojde of villages have done a great gtKMl by their honorary services. 
Of cour.se, there may be some cases where some Chairmen may be 
guilty of the charge or there may be some black sheep, but that doe« 
not justify anybody to soy that the whole system should be condemned. 

Now, Sir, there is another thing. The old Act ordinarily expires 
in three years, but the law and the rules made under this Act are so 
intricate that it takes o long time, one year and even two years, for 
the members of Debt Settlement Boards to be thoroughly acquainted 
with the details. Sir, it appears in some oases that when the Boards 
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are reconstituted, these people, the original members, i.e., the members 
who were first appointed are changed. That, I think, jeopardises the 
cause, and it is not desirable that those people should be substituted 
by new men unless of course there are very grave reasons. So, I 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to see that in case of reconstitution 
after three years unless there is any grave reason for the rephicement 
of old memlwrs by new inenibers, the obi lueiuWrs should not lie 
dismissed or repbiced. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
I am grateful to the honourahle memliers for giving me various sugges- 
tions for the improvement of the working and management of these 
Boards. 

As for the remarks made by Mr. Datta, I have already explained 
before this House the various (uiuses for delay iu the disposal of cases 
by Debt Settlement Bo^irds. In the first Act, Sir, there were cerUiin 
provisioii.s and rules which, as a matter of fact, hampered the progress 
of ordinary disjiosul of tlic eases. There are some times fixed for serving 
the Debt Settlement Board notices at certain intervals, and these Uike 
alxmt () to 7 months. Tlien the creditors also do not genemlly appear 
before the Boards, and in the ah.sence of the creditors no (vase can be 
finally disposed of and no settlement can lie arrived at. In order to 
remove that defect, Sir, the Act was ameiideil in 1940, and after that 
a.s it was found in tliree months that the crises disiKised of were being 
doubled as before, this amendment has been <ou.siderpd nece.ssary so 
that the disfmsal of oases may he expediteil as wvrly as jKissihle. 

Now, as for the corrujition aud other things, I have already said, 
and some of my friends have abso said, that there might he some 
corrujition in some of the Boards, hut whenever a sjiecifio case is 
brought to my notice or lo the notice of the dejiartment, immediate 

action i« taken (Mr. Dhihemiua Nath Dat^ a : All Boards are 

corrupt.) I may tell tliis House that if any honourahle member of this 
Hou.se will be pleased to bring to my iiotii e any sjiecific ( harge of 
corruption or dishonesty or bribery against a particular Bfiurd or against 
a particular member of a Board, I will at onie take drastic action 
against that Board or that member. (Cries of “Hear, he»ar“ from the 
Coalition Benches.) But on a mere vague and wide charge, namely, 
that this has been done and that has been done, I think no (Jovernment 
or no Minister can take any action. 

Df. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have alre;tdy drawn the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the rearing of .Aleutian dogs at the 
time of discussion of the budget head “Debt Conciliation.’' Have you 
taken any action? 
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Tha HMi'bla Khm BaliMliir HAtHEIN ALI KHAN: Sir. 

the other day 1 could not make any reply to the complaint made by my 
honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal. And, Sir, from the papers I found 
that that was done long before I took charge of office. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: That is so.) I do not know whether I shall be able to find 
out the right or proper person but I shall see how things were managed 
in the past. I must look into this and 1 shall look into the other 
matters which were brought to my notice at the time of discussion of 
the budget heads 'To-operation” and “Debt Conciliation.” So, as for 
corruption, I again appeal to the honourable members to bring to my 
notice any charge or any case of corruption or bribery in this respect 
and if they find me failing in any way they may charge me openly 
in this House and I shall bear that charge boldly. 

As regards disposal of cases, I have already issued in-structions not 
to delay (^ases for more than six months except for special reasons and 
I think that my instructions will be carried int^ effect. 

Then, Sir, as to the extension of the life of the Board for two years 
as raised by Mr. Morgan, I agree with liim that the special measure 
was taken by (rovernment as an extraordinary measure under extra- 
ordinary circumstances. I know, Sir, that in the ordinary course of 
business no such Act ought to have been ])assed, but having regard to 
the special circum>stHnces under which the agricultural debtors of this 
jjroviiice were placed in, the Government had no other alternative but 
to adopt a Bill like this to consolidate debts, so that the debt might 
come witliin the paying capacity of the debtor. At tlie same time, 
during the last five years, on account of some defects in the old Act, 
the cases could not he dispo.sed of and up till now we have not con- 
solidated even half of the debts of the province. That is why ive are 
extending the life, but I cun assure the House that this is a .special 
favour under special circurastam'ps given to the agricultural debtors, 
and if they fail to come within these two years with all their cases 
and petititms, Government will not allow any further extension of 
time. 

Now, Sir, as to the point raised by my honourable friend Mr. Israil 
about suspen.sion of work by some Debt Settlement Boards, this thing 
expired before the passing of this Act — say, before December — and I 
have already said that the present Government liad no hand in the 
matter. I say, Sir, tiiat the previou> (lovernment ought to have 
brought in this Bill long, long before — long before the expiry of the 
term of the Board, hut that has not been done. Whatever it may be, 
1 shall see that no debtor can suffer on account of this lapse of time. 
I also feel that some of the creditors might come up before the civil 
court for execution of their decree.s or for pending cases and the debtors 
might be harassed by them, but as you know, Sir, we have already 
passed an amending Act about a month back which gare right to every 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1«S 


imI.] 

debtor to get back his auction-purchased land on payment of certain 
compensation. If the creditors of Bengal will now rush up before the 
civil court knowing that the Bill has been pas.sed by the Assembly and 
will be enacted into law as early as possible and also knowing full well 
that if any creditor adopts that means Government has got every right 
to pafis another legislation to put a stop to that and undo the wrong 
that has. lieen done to the debtor, there will be an end of all troubles. 

So I think they need not lie afraid of it. With your co-ojieration 
and help we (*an do and undo anything and everything. If you 
find any real injustice or wrong done to any Agricultural Debtors the 
Bengal Government’s helping hand will not be withheld but it will be 
extended to them, (Mr. Sykd Audvi, Muid: We are satisfied.) It 
is my earnest desire to give a new outlook, a new life and a new 
orientation in the Ih'jiartinent of (^»-opera^ion as well as Debt f^m- 
ciliation. I shall spare no pains in improving the whole Department 
as far as p(»ssible. For whatever was ilone in the jiast I am not 
responsible, but tor the future 1 assure this House that I will spare 
no pains in improving the Department and in giving real benefit to the 
agriculturists, debtors and cultivators of Bengal. 

With these tew word*'. Sir, I hope that it will be uicepted. 

The motion ot the Hon’lde Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ilushem Ali Khan 
that the Bengal Agncultuial Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
as settled in the Assenibl\ i>e passed was then put and agreeil to. 


Bengal Local 8olf-Covtmment (Amonttoiant) Bill, 1941. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In accordame with rule 74 of the 
Assembly Procedure Buies, 1 gave notice of my intention to ask for 
leeve for the (onsiderution of the Bengal liocal Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, as pas.sed hv the Bengal LegisLitivc (smncil 
on the 12th September, 1941. This Bill purjxirts to enable the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to proceed with the almlition of lo«il hoards even 
without the con**ent of the Di^t rict B(mrd it this is considered neces- 
sary' by (wveniment . This Bill was sponsored h\ Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman in the (Vmncil. I crave your indulgence. Sir, to lake this 
Bill up after the Government Bills are passed. I had a t. 5 i)k with the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge and the Hoirble t'hiel Minister and they 
assured me that it could he taken up. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: When did the honourable 
member give notice of bis intention P 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Long ago 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to make certain alteration m 
the programme. Instead of taking the Bengal Land Revenue Sales 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, tomorrow, I want to take it up today. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I beg io move that the recommendations of His Excel- 
lency the Governor contained in his message in respect of the Bengal 
I.iand Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be considered in detail. 

The motion was tlien put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir. I beg 

to move that the following ttmendment.s recommended by His Excellency 
the Governor in the Bengal I^and Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 
1941, be passed: — 

(1) After clause 1 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“lA. In section 27 of the Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act) — 

(a) After the words ‘no appeal shall have been preferred’ the 
words, figures, letters ond brackets ‘or in respect of which 
no application under section 37A has been made or in 
respect of which no oppeal under sub-section (J) of section 
37 B has been preferred’ shall be inserted; 

{h) after the wor<Is ‘dismissed by the Ckiminissioner’ the words, 
figures, letters and brackets ‘or in respect of which an 
application under section 37 A may have been made or an 
appetil under sub-section (.’i) of section 37B may have been 
preferred and such application or appeal has been dismissed* 
shall be inserte<l.” 

(2l In clause 2 of the Bill — 

(ri) For the words and figures “Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 
1859“ the words “said Act” shall be substituted; 

(h) in sub-section (/) of section 37B proposed to be inserted after 
section 37 of the Bengal Ixind Revenue Sales Act, 1859, 
before the words, figures and letter “Where the deposit 
required by section 37A” the words “Notwithstanding any- 
thing contained elsewhere in this Act” shall be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Bangil Local Solf-Govormiioiit (Amandmaiit) Bill, 1t61. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, are you permitting the 
consideration of the Bengal IxK-al Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1941? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That does not happen to find 
a place in the order j>i»per. It is a very imj)ortant Bill and affects the 
position of the District Boiirds. We want to Imve notice before it is 
considered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My {H>sition is this 1 won t press 
my re(|uest for taking it up totlay if an\ member ot the IIou.se olijects. 
I would, liowever, crave \our indulgen<*e for taking it up on the follow- 
ing (rovernment day which will be firesumably on (he 1st of April. I 
(houg)it It was a non-coriientioiis measure and (loviuiiment Khun 
Bahadur Moliammed Ah’s (fovernment — had accejited this Bill and 
allowed it to be passed ])\ the (’ouiicil. It may be that souk* personal 
interest of c<‘rUiin individualH might be injured but that should not 
stand in the wa\ of a \alual)le measure like this being ixisseii by this 
IIou.se. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: We have g<d no objei lion to 
taking ufi th(* amendment in (juestion. Dr. Sanyal is a constitutional 
expert. That is why I put a (|Uestion “When did he give notice of 
this motion?” That i.s a jHiint on which the Hou.se would like t<» be 
informed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Dr Sanyal has 
mentioned tluit the HoiTble Chief Minister and my.self gave our txjn»ent 
to this matter being brought up before the House. That is But 
there is that proviso which is always undersUKxl and it is this. If 
there is no objection from any (juarter in this House then only can thi.s 
matter be brought up .somewhat informally. As Dr. Sanyal has him- 
self pointed out if there is any objection from any member it cannot 
be taken up in this ivay, but Dr. S<uiyul has made another sugge.stiori 
that on the next oflScial day this matter may be taken up. As to that 
my position is thi.s. If it interferes with the reguhir official business 
which ha.s sc) far been decided upon it will not be possible for me to 
give my con.sent. If on the other hand, it does not interfere with the 
official business which has already been fixed up for the flay then there 
is no objection. After the usual official busine.ss of the day is disposed 
of, if the matter comes up in the ustial course and is delated upon in 
this House and if there is no objection raised in the House, it would 
take its own course. 
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Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case I take it that if this is 
taken up on the next Government day there will be no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We will not object. 
Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 10 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
the 1st of April, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 1st April, 1142, at a.in.^ 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jal^li’Ddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and memberH. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


When at the comineiiceiuent of the meeting Secretary first culled 
out question No, 201^ (.starred) instead of <|ueMtion No. 208 (starred), 
standing first in the li.st of questions, the following interpellations 
were made. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: What about starred 
question No. 208, SirP 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I would ask you, Dr. Banerjee, to 
meet me in my Chamber by appointment when I will fully explain 
the case to you. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: What is the position of 
thf question, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is taken as answered. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Then you will not allow 
me to put supplementary questions? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

Pay and prasfiaeU of tho manials omployad in Uio AssamBly Oafiartiiiant. 

«208.‘(Shobt Notice.) Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (1) Will 
the Deputy Speaker in charge of the Assembly Department be pleased 
to state how many menial workers are employed in the Assembly 
Department ? 
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(2) Wh&t remuneration they get? 

(3) Whether there is a ^ade system; if so, what is it? 

(4) Whether they get any other privileges, as sick leave. Provident 
Fund, etc.; if so, what are those? 

% 

(6) How many hours they have to work? 

(G) Whether they get any allowance for overtime work? 

(7) Whether he will consider the desirability of giving them Rs.^O 
per month as starting pay? 

(8) How much dearness allowance is being paid to the menial staff? 

(J)) Whether the menial workers are being naid dearness allowance 
proiK)rtionate to the rise in cost of living? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Sy«d Jalaluddin Hashemy): 

(1) to (8) (a) 42 Permanent Establishment menials. 

(h) 11 Temporary Establishment menials for Sessions only. 

(c) 36 Contingency menials. 

A statement is laid on the Table. 

(4) (r/) Permanent Establishment menials are entitled to leave like 
those in Superior Establishment with an allowance under Bengal Sendee 
llules. They are also entitled to get casual leave, hospital leave and 
extraordinary leave under the same Rules. 

(6) (’ontingency menials are entitled to casual leave and hospital 
leave with allowances and extraordinary leave without allowances under 
the above Rules. 

(c) Under General Provident Fund (Bengal Sendees) Rules the 
menials, either on Permanent Iiistablishment or on Contingent Establish- 
ment cannot subscribe to the Provident Fund but the h^tablishment 
menials an* entitled to pension or gratuity under the Civil Service 
Regulations. 

(5) (a) During Sessions in normal times the attendance is usually 
from 10 a.m. to one hour jJter the House adjourns. They are to work 
longer if circumstances demand. 

(h) During off -Sessions usual office hours from 10 a.m. to 4-30 p.m. 
Most of the Contingency menials ore to work for 7 to 8 hours in normal 
times in the morning and evening as the nature of their work so 
•demands. 

(6) No. 

(7) The pay and prospects and other service conditions, etc., are 
•determined by Government as in case of other Government servants. 
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(8) At the rate of Re.l per month from February, IWl, to January, 
1942, and at Re. 2 since February, 1^2, under orders of Government. 

(9) The rate of allowance and its basis are determined by Oovem- 
meiit. 


Stakmeni referred to in reply to clauses {]), (2) and (J) of starred qwdion 
No. 208 (short notice). 

Menul Establishment (53). 


Post. 


Grade. 


1 Library daftry 
3 Daftries 

2 Jamadars 
^ Peons 

3 Cycle jK*ons 


19 P<*ons 

1 1 Peons (Temporary for Sessjonn 
only) 

4 Durwans 
2 Durwans 


118.25—1/2—35. 

H8.20-1/4— 27. 

H8.2(>— 1 2— 24. 

R«.l5-l/6— 19. 

K.S.13 — 1/5 — 17 plus a special pay of Re. 2 
pliiH a conij)ensatory allowanct^ of Rs.2 
each. 

Its. 13— 1 5-17 plus a compensatory 

nllowanc<' of Rs.2 each. 

118.13 pluH a compensatory allowance of 
Hm 2 each. 

H8.15— 1 a-19. 

lis.l.'J— 1 5—17 plus a compensatory allow- 
ance of K8.2 each. 


(’ontin(;en( Y Menials (35). 


Post. 


Grade. 


1 Head [Krhsher 

2 Polishers 

1 Head farash 
1 Second farash 
h Farashes 
9 Sweepers 

3 Night Watchmen 
1 Bhisti 

1 Head mali 
I Second mali 
8 Malis 

1 Mistri (part time) 


li8.30 (fixKl). 

K8.25 (Hx<*d) each. 

Rh. 20 (fixed). 

lis.lH }>luH Rh. 2 aa vacuum cleaner. 
R«.18 (fixed) each. 

Rfi.l3 (fixed) each. 

R8.13 (fixed) each. 

Rg.lO (fixed). 

Ra.2()— 1/2— 36. 

Rs.n (fij^). 

Rs.l6 (fixed) each, 

Ra.3 (fixed). 


Besides this one or two farashes or sweepers are appointed during Sessions 
at Rs.lS or Rs.lS respectively. 


A.R.P. meature in Modtl Schooli CaleutU* 

*200. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: in\ Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
air raid precaution measure has been taken in the Calcutta Model 
Schwl at 8, Euroj>ean A.sylum Lane, Calcutta? 


12 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any instruction for the granting 
of emergency transfer certificates to the hoys was issued to the school 
up to the 19th February, 1942? 

(c) If not, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

(d) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of boys who ai)plied for emergency certificates 

between January and 20th February, 1942; and 

(ii) the number of them that have been granted such certificates? 

(e) Is it a fact that ordinary transfer certificrates instead of emer- 
gency ones have been granted to the boys? 

(/) Is it also a fact that fine was realised from the hoys who could 
not pay their fees for .lanuary, 1942, foi leaving Calcutta, which has 
been declared an emergency area? 

{f/) If the answers to (c) and (/) arc in th(‘ affiimative, will tlie 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what sti‘j)s lie pioposes to take in 
the matter? 

(A) Is the Hon’hlf MiniNter considering the desirability oi issuing 
imm(‘di{ite instruction to the said sclnud lor the granting of emergency 
transfer certificates to all \\\\a have been given ordinary ones? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): loiNo. The building d 
the school is not considered strong enough tor the adoption of approved 
protective measures. 

{h) and (r) The question was then under consideration. It was 
felt that a uniform procedure should be adopted in the ease of all 
middle English sehocds in vulnerable areas. It ha.s since been decided 
that emergency transfer certificates should be issued. 

{(1) (») One. 

{it) None. 

(p 1 One ordinary transfer certificate was issued. 

if) and {k) Yes. 

{,<;) In the unusual circumstances, Government will he prepared to 
consider applications for the remission of fines. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to the rei)liee to 
questions (</) {i } and (i/), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the certificate was not granted although one student applied 
for such an emergency transfer certificates ^ 


The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The point was 
then no't fully ('oiisidered In Government. 

(Starred questions No.**. 21(^213 were held over till the next day.) 


Advance of money hy Government to Tippera District Board for teat 
relief works in flood-affeoted areee. 

*214. Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURYt ^ 

(ai Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hevenue Department 
be pleuseil to state whether any money has been advanced by Govern- 
ment to the Tippera Di.^trict Hoard for test relief (earth-u orks I works 
in the flood-aff(‘cted areas in Tippera thi.s yearP 

{h) If so, will the Ilon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state when the 
ad^aneo wa.s made? 

(e) It the answer to (o) '\> in the negatiNc. is the llon'blc Minister 
considering the desii ability of making an advance for earth-works 
w'ithin a short period? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): {a} Yes. Hs. 48,400. 

(h) The following advun(e.s were made on the dates noted against 
each : — 


Rs. 

5,(K)0 

. . On 2l8t October, 1941. 

5,(100 

On 4th November, 1941. 

3,40(J 

On 8th November, 1941. 

15,0(»0 

On 17th Noveml>er, 1941 

10,000 

On 9th December, 1941. 

10,000 

On 27th February, 1942. 

48,400 



(c) Further advance will be made if considered necessary by the 
local authorities. 
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[1st Apeh 


Mf, SHAHEOALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any demand has been made by the District Magistrate of 
Tippera for a further sum P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, as far as 

I am aware. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any demand has been made by the District 
Board for any further advance P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have got 

no information to that effect, but it will be seen from the answer I 
have given that further advance will be made if considered necessary 
by the local authorities. If any demand is made, (lovernment will 
certainly consider it on its merits. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will tlie Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether there was any demand at alii' 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am not 

aware of it, 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the H n ble Mmisiei be 
pleased state whether the giant was made for eai thw (»rks or toi an^ 
other test relief works!" 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; So far as my 

present information goes, it was lor test reliel including earthworks, 
hut if the honourable nitunbei desires a furtlier enquiry to be made, 1 
shall he glad t(» do it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Fb.n'hle Minister 
he pleuseil to state whether (iovei riment considers the desirability of 
i.ssuing instructions to the Di.stnct Magistrates to consult all the local 
niemiiers of the la*gislative Assembly in the matter of administration 
of relief P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As I have 
indicated in some of my speeches and in mv aiisw*ers to questions in 
this session of the House, so far as the question of test relief and other 
relief work is concerned, I propo.se to set up a machinery on which 
the local members of the Legislative Assembly will certainly be re- 
presenteii. 
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Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the HoD’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether, in view of the fact that the District Magistrates are not aware 
of the proceedings of this House as well as of what the Minister says 
in answer to questions put by members, he will be prepared to issue 
instructions to the District Magistrates to that effect P 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: District 
Magistrates are generally informed about the decisions made by the 
Provincial Government. 


Rice stock in Chittagong. 

*215. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of (he ('ommerce and l.abour Department Ih' pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether the Gon eminent have got any account of the present 
stock nf rice in (he Chittagong port; 

(I/) whether it will meet the demand of t’hittagong til) the new 
harvest i.s available in the market ; and 

(ill) whether at present an\ rice is iiiijsirted to Chittagong from 
outside countries? 

(h) Is the Ilnirble Minister considering the desirability of stopping 
export of rice from (’hittugong to other districts this year? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (n) (/) The 

stock in Chittagong on IHth March, 1^ML^ was between fl0,()00 and 
100,0(M) bags of rice. 

(ii) In view of the evacuation which is still going on from this area, 
it is expected that this .stock will not be altogether inadeijuate. But 
ii there is any inadecjuacy at any time, necessary su]>plies can l>o 
obtained from neighlKiuring districts. 

(ill) Yea, import in small ijuantities from Akyah is continuing, 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Dr. 8UREBH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state what is the monthly consumption of rice in Chitta- 
gong at the present time?* 


The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 want notice. 
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Mr. 8Y£0 ABDUL MAiflO: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the neighbouring districts from which be expects 
supply of rice in case the stock in Chittagong port falls short? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Noakhall, 
Tippera and Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: In view of the answer he 
has given to iny previous question that he does not know w^hat is the 
monthly consumption of rice in the district of Chittagong, will the 
Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state what makes him say that it is 
expected that the stock there at present will not he altogether inade- 
quate ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Because a 
considerable exodus is taking place from (’hittagong 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that there are a large number of evacuees in Chittagong from Akyab 
and Burma and there is a great consumption of rice on account of these 
evacuees ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As there is 
addition, there is suhstraction too, and therefore the (jovernment hopes 
that the stock will not he inadequate. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Is the Hou'hle Minister aware that 
the two districts of Noakhaii and Tippera are not self-sufficient and 
that thev get supplies of rice from Akyab ever\ yeai in order to meet 
the sliortuge? 

Tho Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The official in- 
formation is that there is a surplus production of rice this year and 
therefore it is expected that the neighbouring districts will be able to 
meet their rt'ijiiirements in times of need. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
up to wliat time the import from Akyab was continuing? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Until very 

recently. 

Mr. P, BANERJI; Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to give 
any actual time? 

Tha Hon’bia Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : My answers 
relate to the period ending 18th March. 1942. 
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Mr. DHIRENORA NATH OATTAi Will (he Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased (o state the approximate quantity of imports from Akyab? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM i I cannot soy that. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that on account of the floods in the di.strict of Tippera last year there 
was destruction of crops over a larjte area P 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 1 know that. 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In virw of the reply ^iven hy the 
Hon’lile Minister that there is a siir]»lus of rice in Noakliali, will he 
be pleased to state if He is aware that in a larjre urea coverinf? several 
thana>i in Neakhali there ^^as no crop jiracticnlly on account of flood 
and cyclone last yearP 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, hut that 
is hein^ conipen''at(Ml. accord iiijs’’ to official information, h\ the present 
prosperity of the district. 

Dearness allowance to factory workers and Government employeeit 

*216. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: \Vill the Ilon’hle Mininter in 

charge of the liulioiir and Coimuerce Department pleased to state— 
if/i what have lu'en the index of the cost of living of factory work- 
er.>> month hy month since the hej^inninp’ of the war; 

(h) what steps liave lieen taken to pay dearness allowance to the 
menials emjdoyed hy (rovernment of Bengal, jiroportionato 
to the ri.se in the i-ost of living; and 
{(') what stejis have been taken or are proposed to lie taken to induce 
the factory owners Ut pay dearness allowance to their 
emjiloyees proportionate to the rise in the cost of living? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (a) A statement 

showing cost of living index figures in different months since the 
heginning of the war compiled in the office of the Chief Controller of 
Prices is laid on the I'ahle. 

(h) All Government employees drawing Rs.^O or less per month 
Lave l>een allowed a dearness allowance of Jle.l per month since 1st 
February, 1941. For those amongst them who are stationed at 
Calcutta, Alijiore, Howrah town and Darjeeling, this has Wen increased 
to Rs.2 from 1st February, 1942. This has Wen done to compensate 
them for the increased coat of living in these places. 
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{c} The factory owners have in fact been paying dearness allowances 
to their employees. The rates of such allowances vary in different 
industries and concerns. This department has been endeavouring to 
co-ordinate increase in wages or allowances so as to compensate for 
the increased cost of living. In order that the labourers get a fair 
deal, the Jjabour Commissioner has been in close touch with the 
employers and employed of the industries and has been trying to 
redress all genuine grievances of labourers in respect of wages. 
Government do not consider however that with every rise in the cost 
of living there should be a proportionate rise in wages. For it is a 
coiiijdex (juestion involving consideration of the capacity of the industry 
to pay, and the inherent danger of inflation. 


SiaiemeTU referred to in clause (t) of starred question No. 216. 


Cost of living index numbers for working classe.s in and around Calcutta 
on the basis of retail prices of certain e.>sontiaI articles. 


Dates. 

Index 

numbers. 

1.9-1939 

100 

18.10-1939 

107 

1-11.1939 

109 

21.12.1939 

108 

25 1-1940 

107 

22-2.1940 

105 

0-3-1940 

. . , 105 

20-3.1940 

105 

6-4-1940 

104 

21-5-1940 

105 

25-6-1940 

105 

11-7-1940 

106 

25-7-1940 

107 

15-8-1940 

106 

8-9-1940 

106 

16-9-1940 

107 

30-9-1940 

108 

17-10-1940 

108 

5-11-1940 

108 

21-11-1940 

109 

6-12-1940 

109 

22-12-1940 

109 

6-1-1941 

no 

23-1-1941 

no 


Index 

Dates. numbers. 


6.2-1941 


Ill 

25-2-1941 .. 


111 

10-31941 .. 


109 

27-3-1941 .. 


no 

8-4-1941 


no 

24-4-1941 .. 


no 

8-5-1941 


111 

26-5-1941 .. 


112 

8-6-1941 . . 


iia 

23-6-1941 .. 


114 

7-7-1941 


114 

22-7-1941 .. 


116 

6-8-1941 


117 

21-8-1941 .. 


116 

5-9-1941 


117 

23-9-1941 .. 


119 

7-10-1941 .. 


120 

9-11-1941 .. 


121 

22-11-1941 .. 


121 

8-12-1941 .. 


129 

22-12-1941 . . 


123 

7-1-1942 


121 

30-1-1942 .. 


m 

25-2-1942 .. 

. . 

124 
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Or. SURE8H CHANDRA RANERJEt: With reference to hie 

statement laid on the table that on 25th February, 1942, the cost of 
living index was 124, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on 
what basis has he arrived at this figure? Was any enquiry held? 

The Hoii’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIMt No public enquiry 
was held, but, as a matter of fact, the Controller of Prices took every 
relevant and material fact into consideration in coining to this index 
figure. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Was ever any eiKjuiry held 
by the CTOvernmeiit after the outbreak of the war to settle the cost of 
living index ? 

The Hofi’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am not aware 

of any. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion ble Minister 
be pleased to state how has he aniveil at these figures without having 
any enquiry ? 

Tha Hon’bk Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The figures are 
based on examination by experts. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon 1 le Minister 
be pleased to .state what i.s at present the increase in the prices of the 
food group? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The figures are 
different in different cases. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there ore four groups-^ 
food group, fuel group, miscellaneous group and another gnmp. My 
question is what is the present increase in percentage in the prices of 
the food group in (’aJcutta? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: About 20 per 
cent., but that is not unifonn in all cases. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what has been the increase in the prices in the fuel 
group ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am not pre- 
pared just now to answer this question without reference to my papen.* 
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Dr. BURBH CHANDRA 8ANERJCE: With reference to hLs 
answer (c) that the Labour Commissioner is in touch with the 
employers and employed of the industries, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long has he been in touch ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Since he joined 
his appointment in the beginning of January, I think. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon ble Minister 
mean to say that the previous Labour Commissioner was not in touch P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I was not in office 
then and I cannot say the measure of his touchahility with these 
classes. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state what has been the re.^ult of his being in touch since 
January last? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The situation 
is quieter. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon ble Minister 
know that during this period, that is after January, on the 

demand of dearness allowance, there was a .strike of 2") labourers in 
the Hudge lludge jute mills and also of other labourers in jute mills 
in and around Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All these 

troubles have come to an end through Ins intervention. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon ble Minister 
know that the Labour Commissioner is quite incompetent to deal with 
employers, that is, the emph^yers do not listen to him? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, it is not a matter of 
opinion. It is a constitutional que.<tion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is your question ? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that his being in touch has been futile as the capitalists do not 
abide by his decision? 
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The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am of opinion 

that it been prixluotive of more good than at any time before. 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Has the Labour (oinmis. 
siouer been able to do an^^ thing for the labourers of jute mills in course 
of his two months’ intervention 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM s 1 think so. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please make a definite statement as to what gooil has been done to the 
labouierH of jute mills due to his intervention 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : (Jeneially 1 ran 
state although I cannot state the exact ]u'rcentage. There has been 
an improvement in the condition labourers on u i»roportion ranging 
from lo to ‘Jtt per cent 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 

be please«l to state liow imndi dearness allowance lias he(*n allowed ut 
present to the labourers in jute mills in and around ('alcuttah 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As T said, it is 
ranging between lo ami per cent. 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: In rase this figure is not 
correct, will the HonTde Minister please state whether he will enforce 
this derision on the mill-owners? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. It 
do^ not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: Will the Ilon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what amount of dearness allowance the 
labourers of jute mills were getting before January, 1942? 

Tha Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (iovernmeni 
will be quite prepared to investigate that matter. 


Chitting of Bengal Engineering CeliegOv 8ibpur. 

•217A. (Short Notick > Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRA- 
BARTY: (rti Will the Hon'bie Minister in charge of the Education 
Department be pleased to state whether any proposal for shifting the 



m QOfiSTIONS. [1st AfrRit, 

Bengal EDgineerijg College, Sibpur, during the war period is under 
contemplation of ffovemment? 

(6) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state when and where it is likely to be shifted? 

(r) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’hle Minister 
considering the desirability of shifting the College immediately? 

Th6 Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mt ABDUL KARIM: A proposal has 
been received by (loveniment which is under consideration. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Jute Committees in Chittagong. 

91. Dr. 8ANAULLAH; (n) Will the ITon'lde Mininter in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department le pleased to state 
whether T^nion Jute Committees have been formed in the Fatickchari 
and other jute-growing thanas r)f the district of Chittagong? 

{(>) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state what steps he projjoses to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca); (a) No. 

{h) The density of jute lands in Chittagong is very low. The 
criterion of forming a Jute Committee is that the Fnion should contain 
at least d(K) jute khatians hut there are on]\ ^71 jute khatuins in the 
wh<)le of police-st4itiou Fatick<hari. The total recorded jute area is 
75 acres only. Hem^e it was eonsidere<l (juite unnecessary to establish 
any Cnion Jute Committees in the })oli^‘e-.^tation. 

Under the provision of sub-se('ti(ui {7) of section h of the Jute 
Regulation Act, the (Tovernment by notification No. .3072, dated the 
19th (h'toher, 1940, have appointed all the officers of the Jute Regula- 
tion Department not Indow the rank <d As<i*-taiit Inspectors to perform 
all the functions t»f a Union Jute Committee in all areas where the 
density of jute plots is low and where e<»iHequently Union Jute Com- 
mittees have not l)een estallished. So far no complaint of any incon- 
venience has been received. Hence there is no contemplation to make 
any change. 
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Adjoumnitfit Motioii. 

Dr. NALfNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may 1 
have the leave of the House to move the atljournmeut motion on the 
supersession of Bhatpara municipality of which I gave notice and to 
which you were pleased to give your consent? I am handing over the 
statemenf. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard to your motion you did not 
take the first opportunity availahle, because the matter was published 
in the Calcutta Gazette on the 2‘ird and there were three or four 
sittings, but you did not take the first opportunity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 have m> explanation for that. 
I will satisfy you on that point, (hi the 24th. 2oth and 2(itlj there 
were ])udget disciissioius, aiifl >ou are aware that in the morning session 
during the budget di'^cu^sion no adjournment motion is allowed. 
(Mi. Arn. (hu.voiM Ki.mih: Xo, no.) I submit that those who were 
affected b\ this oriler ajti>roached me a.s well us the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge and the Ilon’ble Minister in charge over tlie phone gave 
them to understand on the 2t)th that notliing more could b(‘ done. Jt 
was only after that thi> uro.se 1 ma\ further point out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will determine the admissibility of 
your motion later. Now let me kn(»w wiiether the (iovernment has got 
any stat(*nient to make. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Without raising any 
objection to the admissibility of this motion a.s lias bf‘en directed by 
you. Sir, 1 am prejiared to make this statement tliut T am as aii.vious 
as anyone else in thi.s House that the normal course of events ought lo 
haVe been allowed to run it it was found possible to do so, namely, 
by hobling an election But unfortunately the position of affairs in 
the municipalit\ wux sucdi that an election could not he allowed to tak'* 
place and ''Uper.'.ession liecame neees.sary. At the same time I sliare 
and reciprocate the anxiety of the honourable member who has given 
notice of this motion that an election should he allowed to be lieid 
as early as possible. Well, under the Act and under the rules no 
election can take place on the electoral rolls which Imld good for tlie 
current year or the next financial year, unless u fresh electoral rrdl is 
prepared, and as soon as a fresh electoral roll is prejiared and as soon 
ns the relevant rules allow, an election will certainly be held. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of this statement of the 
position I certainly do not want to take much time of the House and 
press the adjournment motion on virtually the last day of the session. 
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I only submit that Government would be pleased to see that the rate- 
payers may have an opportunity of giving their decision at as early a 
date as possible and even if a fresh electoral roll is to be ordered, that 
should not take more than seven months at the most. 

With these observations, Sir, I do not press the adjournment motion. 


Incident at Sealdah Station. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I have your permission. 
Sir, for making a statement for obtaining information from the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of (^ivil Defence over a very important matter which 
was published in >esterday’8 Harijan with an article “Inhuman if 
true”. This article, Sir, was based on a certain correspondence sent 
to Mahatma Gandhi by the Honorary Secretary of the Social Service 
Department of the Marwari Relief Society. The correspondent says 
that on the night of the 14th March at the Sealdah station a British 
Tommy caught hold of a small child belonging to one of the poor 
evacuees and threw the child under the train. (I>i N.\linaksiiv 
Sanyai. : Shocking!) Then, Sir, the correspondent further sa\.s that 
he rejjorted the matter to the station military authorities hut their 
attitude was aii> tiling hut sympatlietic. (Khan BAH\J)rH Moh\mmkj> 
Ai.i: As usual.) He further .sa\s that he ap])ioac]uM] Mr. K. Sen. 
I.C.s., over the matter and tlunigh he juoinised to cnijuire into it, 
nothing has been done as ,\et td rectify it. Tlie incident took ]>lace 
on the I4th of Mundi and the cdrre.spondtMice wa^ .sent to Mahatm;i 
Gandhi and Mahatma Gandhi has published the corresjiondence with an 
article under the heading “Inhuman it true". Mahatniii tiamlbi has 
said, “I trust that the Marwun Belief Siadety \^ill L(»t leave the matter 
till it is tlioroughly tlirashed out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You want information from the Hon’hle 
Minister 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sii 

We do uot wish to hush up the matter if the case is proved as 
reported by the correspondent. The correspondent takes all the res- 
ponsibility for the truthfulness of the statement. The question before 
the Hon’ble Minister is this: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the 
incident or of the truth of the information as laid down in the cor- 
respondence. and, if so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire 
into the matter, and whether the Hon’ble Minister has ma<le any 
enquiry to find out the real offender and to make amends for the inci- 
dent. and if so. is the Hon'ble Minister willing to take up the matter, 
make an enquiry into it an«l let us know what liajqvued on the night 
of the 14th March 1* 
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Th« Hoii’bl« Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U3 I am thaakul to the 

honourable member for having brought this matter before the House. 
At the same time I should have liked that the matter should have been 
brought to my notice or to the notice of the department concerned at 
an earlier date, because in that event probably investigations would 
be easier. So far as my responsibility is concerned, 1 have absolutely 
none in this matter. I can make my position clear presently. This- 
is a matter which took place at the Sealdah station and it is alleged 
» that a certain military officer or private was responsible for this. It 
is not a matter of Civil Defence and as such has not come to my notice. 
It has not come to my notice until now except that when I visited 
the Sealdah station a few days ago to see the arrival of an evacuees’ 
train, one or two workers of the Marwari llelief Society mentioned to 
me in casual conversation that an incident of this nature had taken 
place and that in spite of tlieir best endeavour they (amid not at all 
trace the alleged culprit. They said that under the circumstanceK they 
had no other alternative hut to drop the matter. For the first time I 
am hearing that the matter was brought to the notice of Mr. K. Sen 
and lie piomised to make an en(|uir\ . Now that it has been brought to 
m\ notice I shall certainly takt' up the mutter and see what (‘an be 
done to bring justice to the door ot the oftender. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr I)eput.\ Speaker, Sir, we are 
thornughl> dissatisfied with the nature of the repls and under the rules 
I projiose to move an ndjournmenl motion straightaway, namely, that 
thi.s House do now adjourn to di.scuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, viz. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: l>r. Sunyal, >ou should give iiroper 
notice in proper form. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That will take time There is a 
Parliamentary convention that whenever a Minister gives an unsatis- 
factory reply and when the reply has on the face of it no foundation, 
an adjournment motion 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That may be tlie procedure of the 
House of Commons 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is the convention in the 
Central Legislature also. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER3 It may be in the Central Legislature 
also, but so far as our rules are concerned, I find no such provision in 
the rules of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. If 
you want to do anything, you should give proper notice of the relevant 
motion and I will consider it 
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Dfa NALINAK8HA tANYAL* There is nothing to prevent it. 
Here the Hon’ble Minister in charge has himself admitted that the 
matter was brought to his ndtice and in the same breath he says this 
was the first time he came to hear of it. Is it not an absurd proposi- 
tion ? 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Pmentation of Authentiootod Sohedules. 

Tho Hon’bio Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, in pursuance 
of section SO (^) of the (iovernmeut of India Act, 103o, I beg to lay 
before the-Asseinbly the Schedule of authorised expenditure for 1942-43 
authenticated by the signature of the (iovernor under sub-sectif)n (7) 
thereof. 

In pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section ( 2 ) of section 80 
of the (loverninent of India Act, 193o, 1 beg to lay before the Assembly 
a Supplementary Schedule of authorised expenditure for 1941-42 
authenticated by the signature of the (iovernor under sub-section 
(7) of section 80 read with .section 81. 

In pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (2) of section 80 
of the (iovernmeut of India Act, 1935, 1 beg to lay before the Assembl\ 
a Supplementary Schedule of authori.sed expenditure for 1939-40 
authenticated by the signature of the (iovernor under sub-section 
(7) of section 80 read with section 81. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education, Bill, 1S42. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am making a slight alteration in ,the 
Order Ihiper. As the Hondde Mr. Fazlul Hiiq is ill I shall ask the 
Hon'hle Klian Bahadur M. Abdul Karim to move bis motion (Item 
No. 5). 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to 
introiluce the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1942. 

Secretary then rea<l (he short-title of the Bill. 

The Hon’bli Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Secondar> Education Bill, 1942, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the following members: — 

(1) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(2) Dr. Sanaullab, 
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(3) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(4) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, 

(6) Mr. Basik Lai Biswas, 

(7) Babu Premhari Barma, 

(8) -Dr. H. C. Mukherji. 

(9) Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 

(10) Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin, c.b.e., 

(11) Mr. Fazlur Baliiitan {Dacra), 

(12) Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, 

(13) Rai Harendra Xath Cbaudhuri, 

(14) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

(15) Mr. Shahedali, 

(16) Mr. W, C. Wordsworth, c.i.e., and 

(17) The Hon’ble Mioister-in-charge of Education Department 

(the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1942, the 
numbel* of members fonaing the quorum beiug nine. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have not yet received the consent of 
Dr. H. Muklierjee, one of the members you have proposed. I 
exclude him tempurarih . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I beg to move by way of amend- 
ment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose (»f eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31. st July, 1942. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, for the last 5 days I have been down with 
fever and yet, Sir, the call of public duty is such that when a Bill 
of thi.s character i.s on the anvil one could not possibly stay at home, 
specially w^hen so much of public attention has been drawn to this Bill 
ever since it was first contemplated. The new draft that has been 
circulated to us only two days ago leaves us almost entirely in the same 
position of despondency as the original draft of 1940 did. In the 
original Bill there were certain very objt»ctioiiable features particularly 
in regard to the meticulous control by Government at every stage of 
the work of the Secondary Education Board. These appear to have 
been alightly mellowed down in the present Bill, but apart from this 
and apart from certain other minor improvements, particularly with 
regard to the compensation payable to the University of Calcutta, this 
Bill fails to respond to the public demand expressed throughout the 
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len^^th and breadth of this province during the last two years and more. 
On the last occasion all the Opposition parties and virtually all Hindus 
in this House unitedly 

Mr. A. M. A. HAMID: Not all, not the Scheduled Castes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Every one of the Hindus except a 
few henchmen — 1 have got with me signatures of the members — unitedly 
expressed that this Bill which was then drafted should be revised^ 
particularly with a view to secure especially the following, namely, 
that only secular education was to be provided for and that the Execu- 
tive (’ouncil and the Board should be constituted in such a way as to 
represent academic interests only on purely non-communal lines. 
The observatioiiH then made were containe<] in a joint amendment given 
notice of under the leadership of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, which was 
given notice of in the July-September session, 1941. If >ou scan that 
list of members who signed the j(dnt amendment you will notice that 
all sections of the Hindus in the House were virtually represented 
except a certain class of proteges of the Muslim members. 

It w^as also pointed out at that time that the Secondary Education 
Bill proposed by Government did not fully appreciate the grei^t work 
of educational improvement that has been done in this Province by 
non-official agencies and particularly by one big coninuinit> ot the 
Province. In the constitution of the Board and the Executive Council 
and in the provisions for securing grants-in-aid to existing in.stitu- 
tions inadequate appreciation was made of the noble contributions made 
by the Hindus of Bengal. It is not for me to jilead the Hindu cause, 
but we of the Congress stand for justice* and fairplay. and 1 most 
emphaticall\ state today that in this respect the present Bill continues 
to be more ilefective than its predecessor with regard to the appreciation 
of the great work done b} the Hindus of Bengal in the advancement .of 
learning. In the original Bill which was very much resented through- 
out the lengtii and breadth of the province the total number of members 
proposed in tlie Board was ob. Out of these ot) members 17 members 
W’ere proposed to be Caste Hindus and o Scheduled Caste Hindus, the 
total number of Hindu repre.sentatives being 22. 

As against that there was a propo.sal for 20 Muslim members and 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians were provided with 8 seats. That is 
out of a total numl)er of oO — (Mr. 1. A. Clark: Question!) 
Mr. (Mark questions hut I would ask him to please read the Bill — 
the original BiB-— i>efore he questions. Sir. in the original Bill 
Muslims were given 4(t per rent, of the total number, the Hindus 
were given 44 per cent, of the total number and 10 per cent, to others 
whom at conferences we used to call monkeys. Sir, in that old Bill 
non-ofiicials numbered 31 as against officials and nominated 19; and 
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there were 4 women as against 4G men. In the new Bill, that liaa been 
introduced today, the total number of members on the Board is 
proposed to be (iO, out of which the Ca.ste Hindus pet a share of 18 
tmly and Scheduled Castes 7, makinjr a total (»f '2'> i«)r the Hindus; 
the Muslims jret an equal number of 2'*. and the Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians retain their S seal^ and the Imlian Christians and the 
Buddhis.ts get 2 seats. This hring.s up the total from ol) to 00. It 
will thus be seen that in the com}>osition ot the Board the position of 
the Caste Hindus as well us of the Hindus in general has been on th« 
whole further reduced and brought down to a po.sition of ineompeleiiee 
compared even t(» what was pr(q>(»se(l in the old Bill. There has been 
some improvement in the proportion of nou-ofticials us against 
officiaK, I admit. In the new Bill there is a jiropo.sal for 44 non- 
oftii’ials as against Hi othcials and nominated members. 1 am iuciml- 
iiig nominated members in the official grouji for obvious reasons. 
(Mr K. Sh.\ii \ iU'i>i>jN ; .So man\ offii ials!) Yes, 1(> official and 
muniuated members, and yet it is supposed by the ('ubinet or h_\ the 
Progressive Coalition part\ in sujqiort (if the new (i(ivernmenf that 
tlii> Bill is an iinprovcineni on the past .so lai as (’omniunal relatioui 
are coro'erin'd. In the compctsition of the K.xecutive ('ommittec the 
position does not reveal an\ improvement to sjieak of ovt‘r the origiqal 
Bill. The original Bill Ilropo^ed a very business-like small executive 
council of 14 members onl\, out of which b were proposed to he Caste 
Hindus and 1 Scheduled Caste member making a total of li tor llinduA 
and the Muslims got b; that is, coiiijiured to the Hindus thes were 
one less, and the Anglo-Indians and Europeans were likelv to get 8 
— the total coming up to 14. (A voK'fc: Wh) likely y; i was saying 

“likely to get 3 seats” bwause that depended upon the choice of 

officials to some extent. 

Sir, in the new draft the executive council has been expanded to 
a rather unwieldy figure of *A‘f. which, I am afraid, might yet need 
a working committee to make it a businesslike body in future, and 

out of these 23 members 10 are supposed to be Hindus and if the 

Vice-President is a Hindu, then alone thi.s 10 will be achieved; other- 
wise there may be only 0 Hindu.s in all, out of which one would l)« 
a scheduled caste member, the Muslims will he 10 if the Vice- 
President is a Hindu, otherwise the Muslims wdll he 11 as against 1) 
Hindus including 1 .‘•cheduled caste member; and Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians will have 3 .seats. The total would come up \o 23. 
Thus it will be seen that both in the composition of the Hoard as well 
as in the composition of the executive council the position of Hindus 
in general and Caste Hindus in particular has been made further 
unacceptable; and yet the feeling runs high in the couutrv that this 
Bill which ha.s come out of the Cabinet in which the Hon’hl(- 
Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee is one luminary must be obviously l>ettfc: 
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tnd more acceptMe to the Hindu community. Sir, if all the evils of 
the country can be resolved if one or two individual members can be 
won over to the Cabinet and if the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee and the 
Hon’ble Mr, Fazlul Huq can go shoulder to shoulder throughout the 
length and breadth of the country proclaiming that now that they are 
together in the Cabinet, the Hindus and the Muslims need not fight 
ou their old sectional or communal interest any more — I fail to under- 
stand the logic of the past agitation. 

Sir, the second most objectionable feature that has been introduced 
in the present Bill and which was absent in the past is that this Bill 
has introduced Pakistan in the sphere of education — (Mr. Syed 
Abdi^l Majid: And Hindustan as well.) No, Pakistan both for the 
Hindus as well as for the Muslims. The Hindus would not call that 
scheme Hindusthan. They would have to call it by some unknown 
name which the future generation alone will have to discover. This 
Bill proposes, contrary to the agitation carried on throughout the 
length and breadth of the country demanding to have a Bill based 
upon nationalism only and nothing else, to divide our younger 
generation into five different categories. From the very early <‘hild- 
hood of our younger generation the> will have to make their choice 
as^o whether they would like to remain true to the ideals of nationalism 
based on secular education alone or they would have general education 
combined with instructions in subjects related to Islamic culture and 
religion, or they would prefer t(j have education which (‘ombines 
instructiims in general subjects with instrU(*tions in subje(‘ts related to 
Hindu culture and religion. And not to stop even at that. They 
may also have a choice as to whether they would have education 
entirely i elated to Islamic culture and religion, or in the alternative, 
entirely related to Hindu culture and religion. I cannot conceive of 
a greater reactionary measure calculated to divide the nation and to 
split up our country in future into a number of disunited groups apd 
factious. I comlemu the Bill with the greatest emphasis that I can 
command, if not for any other rea.son, at least tor this reason that 
this Bill is anti-national to its core. It does not meet the public 
demand in the country, public demand which was voicetl from 
platform under no less a leadership than that of the present working 
Preaident of the Hindu Mahaaabha — Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee. 

Further, Sir, this Bill, contrary to what we were given to under- 
stand at certain stages, does not contemplate to provide full control 
over the inspectorate staff, if not to start with immediately, at least 
within two or three years. For five long years at least the entire staff 
of inspectorate will remain under the control and guidance of the 
Provincial Government and the Board of Secondary Education will 
have to take its orders from the Provincial Government in the matter 
of inspection of schools purported to be under its own jurisdiction. 
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Sir, iheire have been some improvements in minor detailfl and I 
would fail in my duty if I do not place on record our appreciation of 
the little mercies that have l>een bestowetl. I do appreciate that in 
the provisions for preparation of the budgret and the making out of 
the approved budget, considerable improvement over the past position 
has been made. I appreciate that special arrangements that have 
been provided for looking after special interests like women’s educa> 
tion and Scheduled Castes education meet public demand. But. Sir, 
there is one most astounding feature of two committees functioning in 
c(»-operation with tlie Board — the Hindu Education Committee and 
the Islamic Education Committee. The two committees that will 
function have been so ve.sted with power that evei» the E.xecUtive 
Council will not be in a po.sition to alter the decision of these two 
committees unless three-fourths of the whole number of memWrs of 
the Executive Council are opi»osed to the confirmation of their <lecision. 
This is virtually creating an ufipernnn /n tmpena, a Stat^< within a 
State. I fail to understand how the interests education can be 

served by this method of pareelliiig (Uit communities and giving 
practically a veto to sub-coinmittees of a parent body. It smac'ks of 
the demand made by one leader of a great Indian community for 
claiming a veto on an,\ constitutional change to be retained in his 
own hand. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, how long will you take? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Five minutes, Sir. 

Sir, it is not with any spirit of non-co-operation that we lay 
before the House our observations this morning. It is more w'ith a 
spirit of despondency and de.**pair than with a spirit of rcsistaiK-e and 
fighting. 

Sir, great things were expected from this new Cabinet. When 
Dr. .Syamapra.sad Mookerjee and Mr. i’ramatlju Nath Banerjee, two 
of the luininarieft of the Tniversity of Calcutta, took the reins of 
office in the present Cabinet, there w'a.s a sigh of relief in the educa- 
tional sphere ofJ^ejproyin<e and it was felt that so long as tlie.se two 
eminent educationists w'ere there tliere would at least be some propor 
attempt made to sa feguar d legitimate interests of various communitie*^ / 
I would like to appeal to them not to yield to any political stunts in 
this connection. Education .stands above all minor, petty, local and 
sectional consideration.s. I would appeal to them not to seek to rusk 
through this legislation simply because there is an event going on at 
one corner of the country today. I would ask the entire Cabinet once 
again to institute a small conference of leaders of public opinion and 
leaders and important members of certain parties of the House to find 
out if it is yet possible to have an agreed Bill. There was a time, 
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Sir, when we were given to understand by the last Goveroment, over 
which the present Chief Minister also presided and at a time when 
the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq had the charge of education port- 
folio that the Muslims of Bengal would not be so unreasonable as to 
demand the head of the Hindus on the charger and would be prepared 
to adjust the claims on any reasonable basis, and we were given to 
understand that even 40 per cent, of Muslim representation on proper 
lines would satisfy them. AVhy, Sir, is then the attempt to increase 
the representation now, and why, Sir, would they now think that 
their interests and the interests of the nation would be safe only if 
they could bring down the Hindus in their number to allow the third 
parties to have increased seats^ It is felt that the increase of 
nominated and European members and the increase in the official 
members has been designed to Jjalance the contending parties amongst 
the Muslims and the Hindus. Let us forget that kind of political 
philosophy for tlie tinie being. Sir, those of the Muslim TiCague who 
are today in the Opposition, I hope, realise that tlie advancement of 
the country does not de])end upon sharing the spoils on numerical 
basis. lad us, all Indians and Bengalee.^, unite as one nation to 
demand that we shall create our own destiny, we shall decide our own 
fate, we shall determine what kind of education our children will have, 
and not permit a third party or parties to intervene and dictate when 
we will be quarrelling amongst our>eIveN. 

Sir, 1 submit that the Bill should not be passed in a hurr\ There 
have been evidences in the Bill itself which will show that the draft 
has been so hurriedly made that mistakes are alread\ there. You 
will notice tliat in clause 21, sub-clause (k), in the list of executive 
council members proposed, it is said that there will be 8 members of 
tlie Board to be elected in the prescribed manner of whom 5 shall be 
Muslims, d shall be Hindus and one shall be European. Surejy 
Dr, denkins knows that much of mathematics that os- 3 + 1 do not 
make 8 but 9. There are similar mistakes in other places also. I 
s^Tupathise with those who were responsible for the drafting in a 
hurry, and 1 submit that the Bill should be sent for eliciting public 
opinion thereon before the next session meets, that is, by the end of 
July, 1942. 

Heavens will not fall if these three months or four months are allowed 
for the public of Bengal as well as for the Government of Bengal to 
examine the various jiropo.sals more carefully and to find out if this 
new Bill should be pursued and pre.ssed in the fonn in which it stands. 

Sir, it may he argued that when the Bill is being sent to the Select 
Committee, all these defects may be cured there. I submit that that 
may be one view of things, but there is just a technical difficulty with 
regard to the Pakisthanisation of education, in regard to the division 
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of secondary education under catejfories where different communities 
can have separatist educational tendencies fostered. I feel that if that 
is taken as a principle embodied in the Bill, it will be extremely 
unwise to send the Bill in its present form to the Select Committee. 
If, on the contrary, the Hon’ble Minister in charge is in a position to 
assure the Hou.se and the country that every section of this Bill is 
open to- alteration and modification by the Select Committee whatever 
may be its present form, we at lea.st will not stand in the way of 
pursuing a measure which is admittedly one of the most important 
measures that the country needs. We w’ill not pres.s this motion if we 
are assured that there is nothing like a prirndple in the present draft 
except that there should be a Secondary Education Bill in tlie country, 
and if that assurance ciunes up it will then be for us to find out what 
attitude our party will take with regard to this measure. 

With these observations. .Sir, I h<»pe that my amendment will be 
accepted by the House. 

Mft FAZLUR RAHMAN! Sir. let me tell this House that 
Hr. S\ama}>rasud Mookerjee is reported U\ be the author of the Bill. 
A different draft wa.s placed before the Cabinet and I understand that 
the hand of Hr. S\amaprasa<I Mookerjee has given the present shape to 
the Bill. Hr. Syamaprasa<l M<K»kerjee and his community raised a 
numlnT <jf objectioiis to tlie Secondnr\ Education Bill that was being 
roiisiilered by this House last November. The first obj»*ction was that 
the previous Bill was communal in (diuracter. In this Bill also the 
shares of the various commuuit\ t<» thu representation on the Board 
have been sj>ecificd. May I ask. Sir, in what way, in what respect is 
the present Bill different from the previous one?' 

The .second objection was that the Board as envisaged in the 
previous Bill was not autonomou.s ina.smuch as the official, nominated 
and ex-officio iiieniberH of the Board as well as those members of the 
Board who might have been otherwise under the influence of the 
Government were in majority and that the Government liud iminen.se 
powers of interference in the administration In the Board. , In the 
first place, this charge was not corre<*t, and in the second place, if you 
analyse the provisions of the two Bills, you will find that the proportion 
in each case of such members as enumerated to the total strength of 
the Board is practically the same. Again, the Government has as 
much power of interference under this Bill as it had under the previous 
one. 

The third objection was that the previous Bill did not provide for 
sufficient funds for the proper development of secondary education. In 
the previous Bill as reported by the Select Committee, the same provi- 
sion of Rs. 50 lakhs was made as in the present one. But the difference 
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today is that the 50 lakhs as provided in the previous Bill was for the 
development of gpeneral secondary education alone whereas the provision 
of the same amount in the paesent Bill is for the development of the 
technical education as well. But not a word is heard against the 
present Bill on the score of inadequate funds either in the Hindu press 
or from the Hindu leaders. 

The Hindus at first raised those unreal objections which have just 
been mentioned and having raised them they concluded that the previous 
Bill was not in the interest of education but was a political measure 
intended to deprive them of their culture. 

Sir, I have just now shown that the very same features continue in 
the present Bill which were objected to in the previous one. AVhy 
then, on this occasion not a little protest is being made, not a little 
murmur is heard, though on the jirevious occasion Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee and persons of his way of thinking spat communal venom 
through(»ut the Province, resulting in c(unmunal riots!'' 

In the present Bill, the mask is taken off Dr. Mookerjee, and his 
real intention is revealed. He and other leading men of his com- 
munity have always been wishing to continue their predominance in 
administration of the secondary education of the Province and as that 
intention was not to be fulfilled under the previous Bill, they raised 
a false (Ty against that Bill. But under the present one their 
predominance has been ensured, and having ensured that neither 
Dr. Mookerjee nor the leading men of his community feel the nece.ssity 
of raising any voice against it. May I ask, Sir, if the objections to 
the previous Bill by Dr. Mookerjee and his community were either 
sincere or honest!^ 

In support (»f my contention I shall presently analyst' the provisions 
of the Bill and show how tlie Hindus will have a dominating voice in 
the field of secondary education, if this Bill is passed as law. Here 
I will draw the attention of my friends, the Muslim members of the 
Progressive Coalition party, and 1 shall see what help they can give 
to us to supj>ort this demand or whether they are capable of giving 
any help at all. 

Sir. the Board shall consist of (U) members. I refer to section 4 
of the Bill which says that the Board shall be composed of as follows: 
The President to be appointed by the Provincial Government under 
section 7. In the Government, as at present constituted, the President 
will necessarily be a Hindu. (Mr. Arm Ch.\ni)R.\ Sen : Read the 
whole paragraph.) Sir. if you take the case of the holders of the 
offices mentioned in the Bill you will find, if you analyse the bill, 
that the Board shall consist of 24 Muslims, 28 Hindus, six Europeans, 
one Indian Christian and one Buddhist. (A voice fbou the Ooxgiiess 
Bxnches : How do you calculate that? It is pure imagination.) Of 
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tl)a six Europeans, one Indian Christian and one Buddhist, Dr. H. €. 
Mukherji will be the Indian Christian and there will be one Buddhist 
who will usually go with the Hindus. With regard to the European* 
they had no sympathy with the Muslim dithrulties in the educational 
field end they will always go with the Hindus whether they are right 
or wrong. They may not do it deliberately, but they always fail to 
see the Muslim point of view. Sir, on the lost analysis, out of a Board 
of GO members, only ‘J4 are Muslims. 

. Of these 24 members, you will find, Sir, that 1(1 are directly under 
the influence of Dr. S. Monkerjee iuasinuch as the constifuentH who will 
elect these members will be predominantly Hindus. J can only refer 
to sub-clause (Id) of clause 4 of the Bill to show how the mind W’orks. 
Previtiusly o members were to be elected b\ the Executive (\mncil of 
the Dacca T'niversity. The Executive Council of the Dacca University 
(•(•nsi.sts of 50 i)er cent. Mu.slims and 50 per cent. Hindus, but 
Dr. Mookerjec wu-h not satisfied with that even. Thercf(>re he ha* 
allowed d members to be cle<'fed b\ the Academic (Vmncil of the Dacca 
University wlicre the Hindu.s are two-third.s and the Muslims only ont*- 
third. That is how the mind is w<»rkirig in framing this Bill and that 
i'i how they divide representation of Muslims. They have given 24 
seats to the Muslims and (d the 24 they have taken away 4 Muslim* 
who will oiil\ please Dr. Mookerjee. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the Executive (Council they say that 
eight members of the Board will la* elected in the prescriWd manner, 
of whom five shall he Mu.slims. three shall he Hindus (including one- 
Scheduled (’aste) and one shall he a European or an Anglo-Indian. It 
will not he S then hut ft If that lie the calculation the Executive^ 
Council will consist of 2d members, and of these 2d members ft will W 
Mu.slims, 12 Hindus and 2 Europeans (►r Anglo-Indians. The same 
remarks apply to Eurojjeuns (►r Anglo-Indians. Here also of the 1) 
members many will he under the influein‘e of the Hindu constituents. 

Then, Sir, this is the Executive Council in which the power and 
the authority of the Board will l»e vested. 

Sir, as regards the Finance Committee it will advise the Board in 
financial matters. Therefore, it will have great control over the 
finances of the Board, Of the 4 menihers here one will be a Muslim. 

Then let us take the Recognition and (Irants Committee. Thi* 
committee is to make recommendations to the Executive Council 
concerning the recognition or withdrawal of rec*ognition of secondary 
schools.' But so far as the distribution of grants-in-aid is concerned 
which is a very important factor, that will he left entirely in the band* 
of the Committee. Of the ft members only 3 shall be Muslims. Thia 
Committee will be the final authority in the matter of grants>tn-aid and 
on this committee there are only three Muslims. 
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today is that the 50 lakhs as provided in the previous Bill was for the 
development of gpeneral secondary education alone whereas the provision 
of the same amount in the paesent Bill is for the development of the 
technical education as well. But not a word is heard against the 
present Bill on the score of inadequate funds either in the Hindu press 
or from the Hindu leaders. 

The Hindus at first raised those unreal objections which have just 
been mentioned and having raised them they concluded that the previous 
Bill was not in the interest of education but was a political measure 
intended to deprive them of their culture. 

Sir, I have just now shown that the very same features continue in 
the present Bill which were objected to in the previous one. AVhy 
then, on this occasion not a little protest is being made, not a little 
murmur is heard, though on the jirevious occasion Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee and persons of his way of thinking spat communal venom 
through(»ut the Province, resulting in c(unmunal riots!'' 

In the present Bill, the mask is taken off Dr. Mookerjee, and his 
real intention is revealed. He and other leading men of his com- 
munity have always been wishing to continue their predominance in 
administration of the secondary education of the Province and as that 
intention was not to be fulfilled under the previous Bill, they raised 
a false (Ty against that Bill. But under the present one their 
predominance has been ensured, and having ensured that neither 
Dr. Mookerjee nor the leading men of his community feel the nece.ssity 
of raising any voice against it. May I ask, Sir, if the objections to 
the previous Bill by Dr. Mookerjee and his community were either 
sincere or honest!^ 

In support (»f my contention I shall presently analyst' the provisions 
of the Bill and show how tlie Hindus will have a dominating voice in 
the field of secondary education, if this Bill is passed as law. Here 
I will draw the attention of my friends, the Muslim members of the 
Progressive Coalition party, and 1 shall see what help they can give 
to us to supj>ort this demand or whether they are capable of giving 
any help at all. 

Sir. the Board shall consist of (U) members. I refer to section 4 
of the Bill which says that the Board shall be composed of as follows: 
The President to be appointed by the Provincial Government under 
section 7. In the Government, as at present constituted, the President 
will necessarily be a Hindu. (Mr. Arm Ch.\ni)R.\ Sen : Read the 
whole paragraph.) Sir. if you take the case of the holders of the 
offices mentioned in the Bill you will find, if you analyse the bill, 
that the Board shall consist of 24 Muslims, 28 Hindus, six Europeans, 
one Indian Christian and one Buddhist. (A voice fbou the Ooxgiiess 
Bxnches : How do you calculate that? It is pure imagination.) Of 
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■and also of the educationists before the raising? of the communal 
controversy by Dr. Mookerjee that without this power of holding the 
Matriculation Examination the Board would be an ineffective body 
and no reform worth the name would be made possible. In Bengal 
experience has shown that the standard of examination determines to 
'a large extent the (‘hara< ter of teaching in the schools. The efficiency 
of the sf'hools, therefore, will depend not on the Board so much as on 
the authority that conducts the Matriculation Examination. The 
present Bill is thus educatitmally a retrograde measure. 

As regards the right of the Talcutta rniversity to prescribt* books 
for the Matriculation examination even when the j»roposed Board is 
%»^;tablished we have serious objections to it. The exen'is*' of this 
power by the UniversitN lui'* had a disintegrating influence on the 
culture, language and social (jrder of the Muslim.s. T)>e Muslims 
differ from the rest of the cf)inmunity in religion. tra»ljtion. ideals and 
the language of its sacred and <‘lassical literature. An\ educational 
system which does not n'cognise tliese factors jiece.ssarily has a 
, deteriorating influence on the Muslim eulture and social order. This 
is exactly where the ( alcutta TniversitN has faile<l. Both in the 
interest of education in general and of Muslim e<lucation in particular 
this power of the Tniversity sliould he taken awa> and vested in tlie 
Board. 

Sir. section 4b is a strange provision. The ])resent Bill has left 
the power with tlje (’alcutta Fniversity to h(dd the Matriculation 
examination and el ill in anticipation that the Fniversity may one day 
cease io hold ii, the Bill by tlii?’ section provides compensation to tlie 
r mversit \ . 

This is extra(»rdinar> . It ever the Indian Fniversity Aet, 11)04, is 
amended and as a result the Fniversity ceases to hidd the Matriculation 
examination, then that will be the proper time and the amendment of 
the said Act will be the proper place for including a financial settle- 
ment between the Fniversity and the (iovernrnent . 

Sir. we are opposed to this provision here more on the reason of 
principle than on the ground of techni<‘ality . By this provisiim 
Government ha.s recognised the right of the University to exploit 
secondary edui'atiim for strengthening its post-graduate dejuirtments, 
Xo Fniversity can have such a right and we cannot he a party to such 
recognition. You know% Sir, that a secondary’ school in this province 
is ill-equipped, ill-staffed, its teachers are on starvation salary and 
consequently the school is rendered inefficient. In the circumstances 
it is neither fair nor proper that the University should exploit secondary 
education for maintaining post-graduate departments. The University 
would have been well-advised to spend the money on improving 
lecondaiy’ education of the province. 
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Sir, I should not be misunderstood. We are etronglf of opinion 
that post'graduate teaching and research are the most important 
functions of a University and the University is entitled to State 
assistance in furthering those activities. If the University on ceasing 
to hold the Matriculation examination and to publish text books, 
approaches the Government for a grant, not by way of compensation 
but on the basis of the neetls of the University, it will receive our 
fullest support. 

Sir, I should now refer to the solicitude of Dr, Mookerjee for the 
development of technical education. In this anxiety for developing this 
branch of education, he has included this within the scope of the present 
Bill. But one will he astonished to find that no provision has been 
made to secure the representation of this kind of educational interest 
on the Executive Council, while its share of reprevsentation on the 
Board bus been left to the choice of the Education Minivster. 
Vocati(»nal Education Committee has been set up. But I wonder if 
this is the sort of the Committee which is needed for the develo]>ment of 
vocational education, A study of these provisions has left in me the 
feeling that the author of this Bill. 1 mean Dr. Mo(>kerjee. is not at 
all serious for the development of technical education. It is only a 
face-saving provision. The inclusion of technical education within the 
scope of this Bill has been intended to show an apparent improvement 
on the previous bill. 

Sir, I shall now sum up our position in relation to this Bill. Our 

demands are — 

• 

(1) The composition of the Board, of the Executive Council and 
the Committees should be su< h us to reflect the i)opulation strength of 
the various peoples of the province. 

(2) The Board slonild be vested with the power of holding a school 
final examination and the exercise of tliis power should not be nfade 
dependent on tlie goodwill of the Calcutta University as has been done 
in the ])resent Bill. If you refer to clause (e) of section 20(7) \ou will 
find that the Board may make regulations for the institution, holding 
and c(»ntrol of such examinations as it thinks fit including any 
examination accepted by the University of Calcutta as equivalent to 
the Matriculation examination of that University. I will ask the 
Hon 'hie Minister to note the clause that the Board will be dependent 
on the Calcutta University and that without the goodwill or the 
consent of that University the Board will not be able to hold any 
school final examination. The third point is that the University 
should not be allowed to admit any student unless he has passed the 
school final examination of the Board or any other examination as 
may be declared equivalent thereto by the Board with the approval of 
the Government. This leaves the University the choice to hold its 
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admisaion twt, but in practice it may not be necesaaiy* for the Univer- 
sity to use this choice. The fourth point is that the powers of the 
Uommittees should be such that their decisions should be recommen- 
datory and not final. Tlue fifth point is that the University should 
cease to pre.scribe and publish text books. This power should be vested 
in the Board, The next point is that clause 40 should be repealed 
which requires that a compensation should be paid to the Calcutta 
University. 

. I claim, Sir, that our demands are in the interests of education and 
Government will see its way to accept them. I claim also that our 
demands have the support of the whole of the Muslim Benpftil. If the 
Hon’ble the Education Minister oppose this claim, let him test the 
Muslim public opinion which, 1 am certain, will be found to be solidly 
behind our demands. 

Sir, 1 also claim that our demands will receive the support of every 
honest Hindu who has at heart the interests of education of his 
children. 

Sir, we oppose the circulation motion and support the Select 
Committee motion. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I he^^ 
to raise my feeble voice in support of the motion moved by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. It would he a great injustice done to the 
Hon 'hie Minister of Education if any one supposes that the Hon’hle 
Minister is ignorant of the volume of opposition which the previous 
Bill had raised with regard to its previous position. Th^ agitation 
against that Bill which has not yet been withdrawn hut i.s still under the 
legislative anvil and the huge protests which w’ere raised against that 
Bill by all sections r)f the community and notably by the educationists 
of this country, should have induced the Government and specially 
th^ Education Minister to ascertain public opinion before they intro- 
duced the present Bill. It is idle to suppose that the Education 
Minister or for the matter of that the Government should think that 
they are the emporium of all knowledge, all information and all 
wisdom. I *io not know, Sir, what was the harm in ascertaining public 
opinion before this new Bill had been introduced and before Govern- 
ment had taken any definite action with regard to this matter. Sir, 
the Floud Commission’s Report was before this House a few months 
before and at that time the then Revenue Minister, Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy, gave it out as the considered opinion of Government that 
Government were not contemplating any action on the Floud Commis- 
sion’s Report unless and until the Government knew the opinion of 
the people at large and especially of the members of this Legislature. 
And I think the Hon’ble the Education Minister should have taken 
that hint and should have tried to act up to that suggestion. After 
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having committed themselves to a particular policy as enunciated in 
the present Bill, it is extremely difficult for the Government to with- 
draw their own motion or to revise their own policy which it has been 
decided to be thrust upon the people of this country. It is a matter 
in which every erne, be he a Hindu or a Muslim or a Christian, is 
vitally interested. It is neither a parochial matter nor a local matter 
nor a communal matter, nor anything of this kind. Sir, as has been 
suggested in all quarters, education should be divested of all such 
considerations. What is good for Muslim education should also be 
go(»d for Hindu education. To divide the education of this country 
into Pakisthan and Hindusthan, as has been done in this Bill, will 
take the people by surprise. No one had any indication before this 
Bill was published day before yesterday that Government had in 
contemplation to divide and set up various boards and sub-boards under 
the Education Board. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal and the representative 
of the Dacca University, Mr. Fazlur Rahman, have both of them tried 
to analyse the contents of the Bill and they have both tried to criticise 
the obnoxious principles and measures adopted in this Bill. Sir, I 
shall not try to go into a comparative criticism of the previous Bill 

and the present Bill. What I submit before this House is that this 

motion should be accepted by the Hou.se, for in a matter of this kind 
it is no good rushing the Bill through a Select Committee, but the 
Governmenti should rather try to ascertain, however distasteful it may 
be, whether the people at large want it, what are their requirements 
and whether the Government are in a position to give effect to the 
joint demands of the communities if joint demands could be made. 
The volume of opposition which was raised with regard to the old 
Bill which has not yet been withdrawn must be known to G(>vernment 
members. This is all kn(»wn t(> us and to flout that opposition and to 

bring in a new Bill without even a.scertaining the public feeling or 

public opinion or without giving any adeejuate heed to those things, 

I think, is a matter of very doubtful issue. 

Sir, Mr. Faslur Rahman has tried to establish the fact that if the 
present Bill is passed into law, the Hindu majority will find a place 
on the Board. I have been taken aback by the logic and reasoning 
of his speech. Mr. Fazlur Rahman is the accredited agent of the 
University and if “likelihood” and “possibilities” are his main argu- 
ments, then it is time, 1 should say, that the Dacca University should 
be mended or ended. If the mentality which has been evinced in this 
case by Mr. Fazlur Rahman is the mentality of the Dacca University, 
then it is time that the Dacca University should cease to function. 

Sir, with these wordvS, I hope that the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of this Bill will accept the motion that this Bill, before being sub- 
mitted to the Select Committee, be referred to the country for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiODlQIS Mr. Deputy Speaker, we 
welcome the effort of the Hon’ble Minister to regain the confidence of 
his community throujfh the introiluction of this Bill by the grace and 
mercy of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, but the method he has 
adopted to do so is rather clumsy. We were hoping that the Muslim 
members of the Ministry would bring in this Bill earlier in the session 
and woujd find time to go through all the three stages and put it on 
the Statute Book. That has not been done. Musters of dodges like 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 
have brought this Bill at the fag-end of the session, a Bill that has 
gone to Select Committees, over and over again, ami a Bill that has 
been placed before Specialist and Expert Committees several times. 
Such a Bill, bristling with ditficultie.s and controversial in every 
clause of it. is once more being sent to a Select Committee. The whole 
process appears ridiculous and yet. Sir. as sponsors of the idea under- 
lying it. we are compelled to wish, even this limping, halting and 
truncated Bill, success for the simple reamm, that the Mussalmans of 
Bengal have held the view, for long, that the Cni versify of Calcutta, 
in its long career, has done nothing to help the educational advance- 
ment of the backward comiiiunitie.s — and the Muslims are a backward 
community educationally — and that the time had come to release 
secondary education from its clutches and place it under an autonomous 
Board, We had lost confidence in (he l^niversity of Calct»tta and we 
made efforts to have it repluceii by a Secondary Education Ihmrd. We 
were anxious to have a Board established on the lines suggested by 
the lute Sir Ashut<jsh Mookerjee, in the Sadler Committee Report or 
as established in the different provinces in India. I could never under- 
stand wh\ the Bills, introduced previous to the one before us to-day, 
were oppo.sed ho bitterly and why the self-same people are now anxious 
to push it through. Is it another aspect of contacting with the 
Muslim masses of Bengali^ 

* The masterly analysis of the Bill, ^ made by the hon’ble member 
representing the Cniversity of Dacca, should open the eye# even of 
the present Mini.ster for Education. Let them do justice to the 
Muslims an^ other backward communities and if they cannot, even 
then we are prepared to accept a Secondary Education Board as 
contemplated in this Bill, in the hope that in Hod’s good time when 
there i.s an opportunity to put things right and remove the blemishes 
and defects which now exist in it, we shall do so. 

I wish, in their effort to regain the confidence of the Mussalmans, 
the Muslim section of the Council of Ministers had also found a day 
for tlie introduction and re-submission to a Select Committee, of the 
Calcutta Corporation Bill, also, for tirat would have fortified their 
expectation.^ of re-establishing their good faith in the eyes of the 
Mussalmans. 
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I was rather astounded at tike haltiof speech and the slow tempo 
of the hon^ble member for the Municipalities of Murshidabad. He 
has placed before us an interpretation of * ‘nationalism” which in Urdu 

mm 

can be expressed best as 

sweet is mine and all that is bitter is thine). He complained that 
there would be 11 Muslims and a lesser number of Hindus in a parti- 
cular section of the Board and yet he thought he was talking 
nationalism. I am prepared, in my place, to allow the whole Board 
to be composed of Hindus provided they can show us justice and fair- 
play. llepresentation to me means a share in the administration and 
eo long as the Congress mentality does not realise this point, so long 
will this country remain a slave. 

Sir, the method adopted by the Hon^ble Minister, of not giving 
us sufficient notice and rushing the Bill through by taking advantage 
of technicalities and obtaining your permission to introduce it in 
the House to-day, is not w’elcoine to us. These dodges and the dodges 
adopted by his ealleagues in attacking members on this side of the House 
without giving them a chance to explain their position and point of 
view, are not fair to us. For instance, Sir, as you know, I have 
been trying to explain to the House my position regarding the state- 
ment made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in reply to the statement 
made by the Leader of the Opposition, in wliich my name was specifi- 
cally mentioned. The Iv<*ader of the House stated that my colleagues 
of the Corporation Coalition Party — which consisted of Anglo-Indians, 
Labour representatives, nominees of the Government and Muslim 
Leaguers — and 1 had co-operated with tlie Forward Bloc in that body. 
This is a true statement of fact eXcept that he forgot to mention that 
Mr. Subhus Chandra Bose hud not developed his present outlook 
and leanings either at the commencement or throughout my short- 
lived but pleasant association with him. 

Mr. P. BANERill: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, order pl^se. He has 
raised a point of order. 

Mr. P. BANERJJ: The honourable member is referring to certain 
statement about the Corporation. Is he relevant? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Let me hear him. How can 1 say Uiat 
be ie not relevant without hearing him ? 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYs Sir, what baa Mr. SubhM 

Bose got to do with this Bill ? 
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- Mr* ABOIIB RAHMAII ilDOI^I My object i« to impcosa upon 
you» Sir, tbe fact that the methods adopted are not oorreot an4f 
therefore, according to your own suggestion, Sir, I am giving my 
personal explanation, at the first possible opportunity afforded to me. 
I am only stating the policy that I tried to pursue in the Corporation. 
Had the Leader of the House and his ex-col leagues in the Council of 
Ministers, listened to my solicitations, made repeatedly, and followed 
the policy I tried to pursue in the Corporation, I am bold enough to 
assert that Mr. Bose would have been among us to-day working for the 
cause of Indian Unity and Mr. Farlul Huq would not have been 
forced to choose the strange bed-fellows his adversity has brought him. 
Neither would he have lost the confidence of his own brotherhood and 
exchanged it for another of doubtful and undefined parentage. Ever 
since 


YOUSUF MIRZA : I rise on a point of order, Sir. May we 
know whether you liave alloued the personal exi>lanation nowK Or is 
the honourable nieniher making a statement on siuietliing entirely 
different from the Secondary Education BillK 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He is speaking on the Socondarv Educa- 
tion Bill, and I am to) lowing his speech to see how far he is relevant 
and how far he is irrelevant. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI. Ever since 1 entered politics 1 
have worked for a l)etter understanding between tlu* Hindus and 
Muslims. It is my belief that our political movement went forward 
at a rapid pace when the two people worked together and deteriorated 
when they fell apart. After years of painful experience in the 
Assembly, I realised that an opportunity had presented itstdf to me 
of* furthering the object, in howsoever small a degree, and T am glad 
to state that my colleagues of the Muslim I^eague, who were actuated 
by the same desire, assisted me in my endeavour wholeheartedly. Not 
a single step, wa.s taken without consulting with Mr. Fazlul Huq and, 
as a matter of fact, it was he who recommended a settlement with the 
iBose brothers in preference to that with the Mahasabha, as he himself 
was anxious and actually having interviews, about that time, with the 
Bose brothers at the hou.se of a common friend, probably to attain tbe 
same objective. I was }M)astful enough to Heel are that the co-operation 
between the Forward Bloc and the Muslim League bad ushered in a 
new era which would translate itself from the city of Calcutta to the 
Province and even to the country at large. To tom round now and 
to insinuate that the motive actuating tny endeavours was the Mayoral 
Chair of Calcutta, is indeed ungenerous and uncharitable of him and 
conii'fuy to fpeta. 
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Off NALINAKSHA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
your ruling that if it is found to be irrelevant the whole thing will be 
expunged? After the whole speech is made the question of relevancy 
will not arise. The mischief has been done already. The point has 
been raised that the honourable member is making a statement which 
is thoroughly irrelevant. The honourable member has himself 
admitted that he is taking this opportunity to giv^ a personal explana- 
tion, and in spite of that 

« 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What I mean to say is that I am closely 
following the honourable member’s speech. If he is irrelevant, I will 
certainly ask him not to proceed. If I find that he is beside the point 
I will not certainly allow him to go any further. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are we to understand, Sir, tliat so 
far you have found him to the point? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes, so far as I have heard his speech. 
1 have heard other speeches. 1 have heard your own speech and also 
the Hpee(;h of Mr. Fazlur Rahman who spoke on this subject. I am 
now hearing Mr. Siddiqi and 1 think that up till now' he is in order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8iDDIQI: '1 am trying to place before the 
House my innermost feelings as regards a possible method of co- 
operation betw'een the Hindus and the Mussalmans, even now, on this 
vexed question of a Secondary Education Board. 1 think I am 
perfectly justified in giving an e.\j»lauation of niy own and telling the 
junior members in this House, who do m»t know the A B C oi Indian 
politics, that I was in politics — in some cases — before they were born. 
Let them listen to me w'ith patience and attention and let them under- 
stand that the future of India is safer in my hands than in the hands 
of those who parade their nat’onalism, day in and day out. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: I rise (wi a point of order, Sir. 
I would like to liave your ruling as to wlietlier the honourtible mem- 
ber is entitled to speak to other members to listen to him and to follow 
him to get freedom or some such thing for India and, at the same 
time, depicting them to be their junions ask them to pay their atten- 
tive attention to their senior members. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please sit down. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The honourable member may 
pass what remarks he likes and as many as possible, but I have your 
permission, Sir, to give my personal explanation. The whole point 
that I was trying to make was that if the Leader of the House had 
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listened to me, we would not have come to the present unhappy pass. 
He also took advantage of your ruling that no discussion would be 
allowed on the two statements and referred to the voting at my ela'- 
tion as Mayor. The voting at these elections is by ballot. I myself 
do not know how many votes were cast in my favour by any particular 
group and yet the Leader ()f tbe House .Ntafes, categori(‘tilly, that I 
sec'ured 25 Forward llloc and 20 Muslim League votes. This part of 
his statement is a* distinct violation of the sanctity of tlie ballot. The 
figures are questionable and the ineth<»d adopt<Ml, to flourish them aa 
authoritative, repreliensible. 

He has also referred to a photograph in which I appt*ared with 
Mr. Bose, taken in his bedn^om when 1 called upon him to enquire 
after hi.s health on the day he was permitted to leave the prison on 
grounds of ill-health without any restrictions on his freedom to meet 
any one he liked. I was totally unaware that a jdmtograph was being 
taken until J was dazzled by the Hash at the time of the exposure. 

1 felt myself to be almost an interloper in a family grouj) consisting 
of Mr. Bose’s mother, eldei brother and one or two other members of 
the family, 

(Mk. I. I). Jai-an wanted to rise on a point of onler.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI. Coming to the Si^condary 
Kducation Board Bill, 1 would like to repeat a Bersiaii eoujilet which 
you will understand better than many friends here : 

/ 

Translated it means; ‘‘Dress thyself iqi in any manner thou wilt 
(hut remember) I know the measun* of thy height.” We know that 
the present Bill is the outcome of the fnenta! effort not of the Hon’blc 
Mini.ster for Education but of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, the 
destroyer of the two essays made in the jiust by his present (diief, the 
then Minister for Kducation I pity the Educati(tn Minister who, I 
am convinced, in his heart of hearts, realises that he is hatching an 
egg laid by another (uproar). J hope rny Muslim brothers in the 
present Ministry will come out of suidi an undesirable state of affairs 
and will, for once, look at things in their true jierspeetive. i have had 
occasion to refer to the dominating po-.ition occupied hy the lion ’hie 
the Finfince Minister. If these gentlemen do not cower before him, 
if these gentlemen do not behave as the Ilon’ble the (’hief Minister 
did when, as Home Minister and Chief Minisb'r he should have replied 
to the cut motion on the grant for General Administration, he sat 
cowering in his corner and allowed the Finance Minister to speak on 
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behgl/ of the Government (uproar). The gentlemen opposite, 

Sir, do not seem to understand what I am saying. My English is good 
enough and my argument correct, but if weak partisan brains refuse 
to understand me, I cannot help it. I am trying to give an injection 
of intellectual Tincture Digitalis to my Muslim brothers in the Cabinet 
to fortify their hearts to get out of the clutches of the master genius or 
at least to leave a small window of light and air open for the Mussulman 
in Bengal, who has suffered in the matter of primary, secondary and 
higher education for decades and who has had no look in into the 
affairs of* the University, as and when he can to retrieve the position 

(Mr. Atvl Krishna Ohosk; Are you one of them?) Yes, 

I am and I have always been the sufferer. I challenge anybody in this 
House to question my statement. If tbe vindictive Hindu mind is 
not yet prepared to do justice to us, can we not appeal to the Hon'ble 
Minister not to injure us further? 1 know his powerful colleague in 
the Cabinet will not allow him to act indej)endently, but I do beg of 
him, on my bended knees, not to hurt us more, not to injure us 
irretrievably for a long period. I am liopeful that whenever the 
elections come, whenever il is (iod’s will to .stop tlic war, we shall put 
this Bill riglit and retrieve the position. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am 
instructed by my (iroup to say that we shall oppose all retarding 
motions and shall support the motion for the Bill to go before a Select 
Committee at once. We are not in a position to })retend that we have 
mastered the Bill in the few days since we had it. These are busy 
times and we have not been able to meet and study it. I think that 
the most that any of us has been able to do is to cast his eyes lyirriedly 
or rather one e.\e hurriedly over the Bill while the other eye was busy 
over .something else. But we are prepared to do what we can to 
support it, us we were with the last Bill. We have no doubt that 
there are certain imperfection,s in it, but these imperfections can ' be 
dealt with by the Select Committee and by the House afterwards, and 
we hope that every (Irouj) in the House wilj join in a co-operative 
spirit to do the best that can be done for education. We ourselves 
offer our humble ability for that purpo.se. At first sight it seems as 
if the Bill is in the main a continuation of the Bill that we threw 
aside not long ago. That means. I hope, that not all the hard work 
many of us have done will be wasted. It means also, I hope, that 
some of tho.se who went on crusade against the last Bill will go on 
crusade in favour of this Bill ; or if they are not able to do that will 
stay quietly at home and do whatever thay can to help it by refraining 
from excessive opposition. We have seen of late remarkable changes 
in political alignment in this province and in this House, and we 
trust we shall also see consequential remarkable changes in opinion 
ind feeling in the sphere of education. Those who have recently 
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undergone the stimulating experinnce of oonTorsicm may now bo tbl# 
to put their great abilities behind a Bill which formerly they used 
against a Bill. These matters, however, may be left for the near 
present. The Select Committee cun deal with the matter, and while 
the Select Committee is working on the Bill the House and the public 
can at leisure digest whatever is new in it. I as a member of tho 
Select Committee, and specially because 1 am a member of the Select 
Committee, may wish this new Select Ctmimittee a less strenuous life 
and a less humiliating end than the lust had. 

In this (iroup we say what we said before, (liut any Bill that ifi 
not ineompetently drafted must offer the jiroinise of better tilings than 
we have at present. In any Bill drafted with ability we must find 
the opportunity (^f improving our present situation, and it should be 
our object to devote imr abilities only to that. We have heard today 
mneh argument why the Bill is unsatisfactory. 1 <lo not think that 
we have heard much arguiiu'iit why the Bill sliciuld he circulated again 
for eliciting public opinion. If after the fierce liglit that has been 
thrown on secondary education for the last two or three years, after 
all that there is still any fn'sli public opinion about secondary educa- 
tion to be found an\ where, I think it will he public opinion that has 
been very f|uickl\ and sudileiily arrived at. Surely if aftiT all the 
work we the representatives of the public, have done in this House, 
knowing what the public feel, after alt that work, after all the 
struggles and fighting for the last two Nears, we do not know what 
this province wonts in the realm of secondary eilneation, tlien we 
must be a very incompetent House of legislaturt* and incompetent 
rejiresentatives of the i>eople. 

If we ran get a good Board (‘ompeteiit and devoted only to the 
welfare of education and not to .some of the <’onsiderations that we have 
h^rd this morning, if we have a good Executive Committee, I am 
prepared to believe from what I have* seen that the Executive (’om- 
mittee suggested is larger than it should he — if we can set up a good 
system of inspection of schoeds, if we can set up a good system of 
grants-in-aid — and I should like to see much more money allotted to 
that than the Bill allots — if we can do all thi.s and if we can apply 
these advantages and benefits to all classes of secondary schools, then 
we in this Group feel that we shall have a< hieved an advance for the 
province, and indeed for the nation, of inc.stimable importance. In 
that feeling we support the immediate reference of the Bill to a Select 
Committee. As we shall soon have a Howrah Bridge for which we 
have waited so many generations, so there are many among us who 
are at least hopeful that before we die we shall see a g(K>d Secondary 
Education Act in Bengal and a * competent and devoted authority 
working to bring our schools out of the confusion in which oujr 
aaoondanr education has fallen. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, though 
I have stood up to speak for the circulation motion, still I must, to 
start with, frankly say that I am not in favour of the Bill being 
circulated again, and the reasons are quite obvious. As Mr. Words- 
worth has put it, the question of Secondary Education Bill has been 
before us and the whole country for a long time. There has been a 
lot of agitation and public propaganda about it. Every one’s mind is 
now ready and it is wellknown what our views are about secondary 
education. Sir, we all know that this Bill is the result of a compro- 
mise between different parts in the i^arty now forming the Govern- 
ment. A compromise Bill can never be an ideal Bill and as such the 
Bill we have got (cannot be expected to be an ideal one. But, Sir, 
still I must say that the Bill has been much below >\’hat we expected 
it to he. Glancing through the Bill 1 may say that it is a queer 
amalgam of three systems which developed in Europe in three periods. 
I mean, Sir, the Mediaeval period. Renaissance period and the Modern 
period or the Post- renaissance period. We know, Sir, that in Europe 
before the advent of renaissance there w'as only more or less religious 
education conducted and controlled by the missionaries. Bible was 
the chief book and the whole of Europe was just emerging out of the 
dark period. In this Bill we have got something like that. A com- 
mittee is going to be started with a view' to see that purely religious 
education is properly looked after. So we are bringing in the j)re- 
renaissance period. I have spoken of education in vogue in Europe 
in the past. In India too before the days of Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
W'e had a similar system of religious education but w'e have passed that 
stage long ago. I hope we will never go back to the pre-Ram Mohan 
Roy days, although 1 find that even in this modern age we are going 
to hav<‘ n system of education like that of religious education of olden 
(lays. There is in this Bill a curious mixture of pre-renaissance and 
the renaissance, that is, a mixture of religijius and secular educaiiqn. 
This is a thing whicli in our madern outl(>ok, in our present-day ideals, 
it is impossible to ac(*ej)t. We would have been happy if it had been 
possible to abolish the religious system of education altogether. 

Then, Sir, I come to the .•system of secular education. As Dr. Sanyal 
has said, when the last Secondary Education Bill was being di.scussed 
in this House many of the members sti(\ssed that in the present age 
only one system should prevail and that is the system of secular 
education. Religious education may be tolerated but Government 
should not encourage it as Governments in all advanced countries do 
not em'ourage it. Religious education should he the concern of private 
institutions and private bodies. Not to speak of the countries in 
Europe, even in Turkey which to many Muhammadans is an ideal 
State, religious education is not tolerated by the Government there. 
Therefore, Sir, 1 cannot understand why in this province, where the 
Muhammadans are in a majority, religious education should be given 
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80 much importance. That is the reason why I think this Bill is 
much more reactionary and much more detrimental to the cause of 
education than the previous Bill. 1 hope the Select Committee will 
seriously consider this aspect of the question and see that the present 
proposal of stimulating the old system of religious or muktah educa- 
tion should he given a go-hye. That system may yet drag on a 
miserable existeiue, hut a modern (lovt'rnment must neither encourage 
nor tolerate it. Then. Sir, we have got a large number of committees 
under the present Bill ; there is. 1 uiidersland, the Islamic Se(*oudary 
Education Committee. I kn(*w also that there are in tlie Muslim 
community a large niiniher of p<*ople who believe in the Madrasah 
system of education. Amongst the Hindus, how(*ver, there is not even 
one per cent, of people who believe in ridigious education. Therefore, 
the (|uestion of setting up a Hindu Seeondary Education (hunmittee is 
simply ridiculous. AVe the Hindus do not want to introduce the 
communal question in our system of eilucation — — 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: A\ h<» authorises you to 
speak on belialf of the Hindus!^ You have never espoused the Hindu 
cause. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE: 1 can certainly speak on 
behalf of tlie Hindus and I say on their behalf that we do not want 
to introduce any communal system of education. 1 tyn a Hindu and 
I have every right to speak on behalf of the Himliis. 

Coming to the subject of Scheduled fhistes Secondary Kdut^ation 
Committee and the tiirls’ Set’ondary Education Committee, I do not 
believe any good will result from the setting up of such (Vunmittees. 
On the other hand I believe in more immey being given for girls' 
e4ucation and the education of the members of the Scheduled Castes. 
I do not mind even if Ks. 10 or lo laUis is given for the education of 
the Scheduled Castes. There is one Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction for Scheduled Castes’ Education and there is also a Special 
Committee to look after the cilucation of the Scheduled (histi’s. There 
is therefore no point in having separate committees for the secondary 
education of Scheduled ('astes and also for the sei-ondary education of 
girls. Moreover, Scheduled (’a.stes’ education and girls’ education 
have also been given adeejuate representation on the Board as well as 
on the Executive Council. If this feature of setting up a number of 
committees is removed, the Bill as a whole can Iw simplified to a great 
extent and ( an be made acceptable to all. 

Then, Sir, in the Bill the question of settling the principle and 
tke policy has been left to the Exe<*.utive Council to which I strongly 
object. 
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#«} at thteAold df a new ag^e. Every one believes that. 
Whatever may be the nature or the shape of the world after the world 
war, we know that a better world is coming. I am an optimist, I am 
a revolutionary, I believe we are gradually advancing and we are 
gradually progressing. Whatever may happen at present, the future 
is bright — a new dawn is coming to Bengal. We are at the threshold 
of a revolutionary period. The question of principle and policy on 
which secondary education is to be conducted ought not to have been 
left to the executive council to he decided upon, but should have been 
decided by those who represent the whole of Bengal with its hopes and 
aspirations and are the only competent body to speak about it. The 
principle to be adopted should have been left to this House and not 
left to the Secondary Education Committee. Sir, the (luestion of 
communal representation has been raised by my friend Dr. Sanyal. 
I for myself do not care who sits there in the Board or in the Executive 
Council. I have faith in every Bengali, whether he is a Hindu or a 
Muslim, or anybody else. 1 may in passing refer to a similar instance 
in England during the time of (ieorge III. He was not an Englishman 
and did not know English, but still when there was a fight going on 
betweeii the English and tl»e (jermans, the English people did not 
hesitate to stand hy the side of (ieorge HI, Iwcause they did not care 
who sat (Ui the throne, they only cared for the constitution of the 
country which is their right. It did not matter to them who sat on 
the throne then provided he acted in a constituti<»nal way; it does not 
matter to them even now. The people of our country also know how 
to deal with them ns the Englisli people dealt with (^harles I. It 
matters little who is there on the Board — how many Muhammadans, 
Christians and Hindus are there in the E.xecutive Cmincil. What 
really matters is the proper eonstitution of the Board. We must huild 
our stM’ondary education on a solid and sound basis and tlie whole 
system should he guided and controlled u<‘cordiiig to rules and regula- 
tions laid down. It matters lud who sits on the Board. AVe must 
believe one another and not wrangle as to liow many seats the Hindus 
have or the Muslims have got. If we cannot work in a spirit of 
brotherhood even at this critical juncture, our future is dark. I do 
not see any reason why the Bill should be circulated. I would request 
the Select Committee to consider more carefully the retrograde steps 
that are in the Bill, to eliminate them and bring forth before the 
House as soon as possible a Bill free from all retrograde measures and 
consistent with the age. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I thank you for the 

opportunity you have given me to speak on this Bill which is a matter 
of vital concern to os, the members of the Scheduled Castes. Sir, the 
Bill proposea the constitution of a Board consisting of 60 members, of 
whom our share, including an official, is only 7. I submit, Sir, tbia 
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ntm^ is quitd inaiieqUAte. Our number should be increuaed to 10, 
if not more. Tou will, find, Sir, from the provision in the Bill that 
no representation has been jfiven to us as representing the Bengal 
Legislative Council nor as members of the Academic Council of tho 
Dacca University. And, Sir, in the case of nominated members 
although there was provision for two members of our community being 
on the Board under the old Bill, only 1 has been provided in the 
present Bill. 1 submit this is quite inadequate. You will also find. 
Sir, that from the Bengal Legislative Assembly only one Scheduled 
Caste representative has been taken. I submit that out of a number 
of 31 Schedule Caste members of the Bengal lA‘gislutive Assembly 
the provision for only 1 representative is (piite insutHcient. and that 
our number should be increased to at least 3, if not more. 


You will also find, Sir, in the Executive (’ouncil, out of 132 members 
our representation is onl> (»ne. We submit this is (juite unfair. You 
will also find in the composition of the Executive ('ouncil that whilo 
most of the ex-(jtticio memlH*rs of the Board have been taken in it, the 
Special Officer for the Scheduled Castes’ Education has been left out 
from the Exe<*utive Coum il. We submit, Sir, it is (juite tinfuir. You 
have taken here besides the Viee-(*haneellors and the Director of 
Public Instruction (ex-odicio;, the Assistant Director of Puhlii’ Instruc- 
tion for Muslim Education, hut you have not taken the Si)ecial Officer 
for Scheduled Castes’ Kducati<»n We submit that (i(*vernm(Mit are 
quite unfair in not including him although they have included other 
ex-oHicio members who are also memhers of tlie Board. Ymi will 
also firul a curious tact that in the Board of Examiners us ucl! as in 
the Finance Committee and l{ec<>gnitioii and (irants Commilt(‘e, our 
share is nil. No representation htt.s been given to the memhers of the 
Scheduled Castes in all these important committees, Tlie Board, in 
fact, will work through all these committees and by excluding us from 
thftse committees we are practically excluded from the benefit of the 

Bill. 


Another fact I want to bring to your notice in this connection. This 
is about the appointment of the President of the Board. You will 
find that the Pre.sident is to be appointed from a panel of three names 
to be submitted by a Selection Committee, and the Selection (’ommittee 
consists of the Minister in charge of Education, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Dacca and the Chairman of the Public Service Commission, But you 
will not find there any one representing the Scheduled Castes and 
we doubt verj' much that in the panel of thrt^e names, members of the 
Scheduled Castes will be excluded as they have been excluded el«e- 
whel«. We aubmit, Sir, this is quite unfair on the part of the Ooveiu- 
Mnl net to make proper representatiott for the Scheduled CasUa. 
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Sir, w« are 31 members here but what we are getting from the Gov- 
ernment is very small. The representation which has been given to 
us is nothing. We are only given crumbs here and there, but so far 
as education is concerned and also in other spheres our representation 
is very little. In the Communal Ratio Recruitment Rules you will 
find that 15 per cent, of the services has been reserved for the members 
of the Scheduled Castes, but how many of us are taken actually in 
the services y So also is the case in other spheres. Therefore, 1 appeal 
to all the Scheduled Caste members to be united on this single issue, 
that is, on education and make *it a common cause; for, upon the 
secondary education our welfare entirely depends. We should unite 
on this issue; we should put pressure upon the Government to give us 
proper representation in all spheres of education now that the Secondary 
Education Hoard is going to be established. 

Then there are other suggestions about the provision in the Hill. 
The first is about the financial assistance to be given by the Government 
to the Hoard. In the Bill it is proposed that Ks. ot) lakhs will ulti- 
mately be given for the secondary education of this province. I 
fiubmit, Sir, this is quite insutficient. The right course for the Board 
will be to contribute to each affiliated school a sum equal to the total 
fee income of such school subject to a maximum and it is by this way 
that we can improve the position of our secondary schools. 

Then, again, I submit that power sliould he given to the Hoard for 
assuming complete control and financial responsibility for any particular 
ficliool or sch(U)ls in a particular area for the purpose of meeting a 
sudden crisis or emergency. This power is necessary in view’ of the 
present crisis as almost all the secondary schools are now' running at 
a great risk. Some of them have closed and others are running in 
some W'ny or other, and it is proper for the Government to assume the 
hnaiiciul charge of all these s(‘Kools now’ that the emergency has arisen. 
So, power should be given to the Hoard in the Hill itself to assume 
<diarge <»f those schools which an* in fiancial difficulties. 

With these words. Sir, 1 thunk you again for giving me an oppor- 
tunity to speak on the Seecuidary Edueation Bill. 


Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI . <4^ f%5T TOl 

inm ^ TO I TO il^ Aaaembly^r <71^ 

TOIR75 4^1 f%C? TOl vftfjinr Of I C?, TOf? ^ ^ 

♦ffipsror CTOCTf 60 OpTT thoroughly <4^ ftofSl 

fiRI I ^StCRT fWTOl ¥^1 I iStl 
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^ <Rrc«r^ cm 

cmr ^^51 thoroughly crmm ^< 50 ^ f^, 

fag end of session i) 

^ ^ ^ m ft I ft^ TOi; c:^ 

I 

■®rt^ ft^:?hr rc5^ C^, ft^ CfG^ Stvond^ry Education? 
^ I ft^i Tf^ft wr?. ft <-rfr^ *fff^ 

^ (FT^ ft^ ^ ^1, fr*pn 5ft 

?1 CW "4^?, 1] ftTO ft^'l C*^s?1 ijir ft;-t ^ft 

'^Rmr ?c^ 3rcsT I -lift ^fftnr 

fyft^ ?Tft ft?F ^rfe:? "'s^?! 
c^ ftc5 y?. '5frc4 ^^nrs r?, 

5 ^trs ^'fm? 4r?t4r? (j ?t3t?i'3 1 

??r4? ^ <f^ '^fftC? f%4 , (71 0 ^ C7f^, ^ crf^ ftn 

CSf^sTt^ crpf I cvfc?^ 115 bCI ClC?f I !fC15T^ 

<0? ^I ^!TPT4 ftft^, (TJt ftft^l^l ftrs m I (TT^l TCW universal morals 

^r? $4? basi^JfC? Sft3l 'arfft ft*n, ^f? C^ ^ft 

yr^zrm. ^ ?4c^ ^ft c?l?«, cft ^^:ija, '^rr? 

'^?tft T^fS3r5T, ^ 4 . TFtST ^Ttft, ml? ftfe^ ?ft ^tPT, litTTTl 
ctT5?C?? f%3? (ftyjH ?ft ?t?. 'StTJ 

<7f^), OTi? ft3? C? geographical Itft^T^ rc=T ^51 ?? 

itftrT^ yr? i ftft?i^ iftsmt Sftis i ^ 

<7T*f c? m^-r^ ft*n r?:b^. — 

i]^ ToT (7^ ??7T^ ?'ft, ftc^^P? — ■srTOw^ iJl^l 

(7T C^ ?? f-m (VG?! 71? ^ I '5?:'I f^t? 

?rlg 8C0j>e vft^ I ’5?T? ?ft tfiffWl (y&mt 7?, t^T? ?ft C?^' W?T 

^14! ?pr*r ^Wl '1tC?^» Islamic Education ('ommittoe, Hindu Education 
Committee ?tC?^ .i]?* ^«r?Tt?T ItC^, ^fft ?^? Aborigines, ?1*4TC^Cl? 

^ C?^ 37ft^ If^C? ?l ? '4^ ft fr=5F, C?C7^ illTC? '2?^^ 

yiST^rt^^ >T??T SlfT3 ?rt^. (THT^ iJUT? ®t: imrf^pn^ Jitft, fV*5T7^? champion 
Slft^ arars ?T? ?TCr? *?f?, ^ Scheduled (‘astc champion 

^inTT Sifro OT^ 'srm ^rfirPi ^ 

?1 C?1?m C^ tifsftft 41W C?^, cn^ C7r:j <?5Ft? ?fft5| 7T^ ?1 ? 

?ft I5(t3?1 ?^5Tir justice 3Rr3 bT^, '5t7C«T 4^5 4?^ vftPl TG?! Sf515 
?7^ "srtft ?!7i ^ I ?ft C>lf7«T ftTS ?1 5?^, ?ft 

^ ?Ff? 4? C? C3’‘n 44fr? 4l7fC9, ?t?l ft*? Q Anglo-Indian 
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^ European WSf Scheduled Carte, spoiU ^ TO fiF 

*TO ^ ^ (Tltl 4OT ISt TO TOf, ^ ^ T^, 

^iTft Education Ministered 

(?m, 'ste^'Q >iid^ dfifPi dQTi I ^5tOT cd e*f^ ? dtd 

University foundation CTO^ dt^ dH, CdT«T, ^ 

c«Tt^, f^Tdi ^piNsifd^ ^1 dT5^ d^pnr ^'e^c^w ? ^rfd 

figure (Tf^ irt^r, ^5fTO <1t9?n tribal religion ?t?n, ^3TOT 

^<rr <1*t5 CTO^ ‘\8>88 ^ ^ 

^ I ^ evkd 5 ot vb>,68> 

«R, (literacy ^C^T) ^ ^WC^I 

T^US eVt^ ^5tOT 8G,\b(iO, ^dT literate 868 I dt^ 

C’^fTd df< 9 Cd*f*^ ^k*T< '6kW^ ^86,^508 dt^ ^TtUT 

^^)8 dPil f%:?fC^ ^Ob ^1 il^ (?T C5T^^, f^t^ d^ 

•ilOT ^<17, lilts’ d^?k5 dkd ^5tOT TO CdS C5h dC^ ft — fd ftd 
fd ftdl Anglo Indian ^ EurojHian ftn Scheduled (.’aste — cdS 

<4Uf?r c*t ft I d^Hr x£i ft^Tur 7?r5 cd*rt **1^ ft’^ — cd^, 

ft»R^ I dt^'f ftdt? ^ '9 'ftftl 'StOT ftd I fd^ ^ CdTiT 

dpsr dOT ft I dtrs^^ ^dvn dtft dk^i. ftr^ dc^. cronr 

dft^ (?l ^rft community^ f*fdT*7 «kl '6tC*^ tfftftft^ dRg 

dTO5 bT^, ^StTOT (d tribal ^ primitive caste*, ftdH 

dmf? ^T ^tr*^ !:i1%ftft ftnr ^d^ dftpt dd^ i dddr dtft dk-^t^ d:dft 
—non-sectarian ^l secular education C*!" 9dl ; religious edui ation 

(7r9in I fdd dft ddT premises^T start dW, '3kT«T 

tribal caste? vfidkl dftl^t dd! I dCd dtd ildl^ dft^ 

dvfi ?d? (ddd dftfCft dvftt TOW, dft1?rd dd 1 ?dr$ TO^) I Cd rce^ 

Adult Secondary Education Committee .ijd^ dd1 Sfts I dtd*f dPTO? 
Cfirrorrod om ftdi (?'9di Sft^, dcd dcv ?ftTOrd?i ?k5 
secondary education <tt? ^ CbSl ddl Sfts I Cd^ ft*^ C5td, ^dTOd 
CTO d) Scheduled Caste CTO dl Tribal Caste CTO, ^StCdd TO d?l 
I 4? dCd dCd ftdCdd feSd backward caste HinduCddS ^d^l 
Secondary Education Committee ddl Sftj I dtddHH ?ft dftR ddC3^ TO, 
^JtTOf d3RI dftft cdcd dtTOdI mff CdC5 ^ITTO dl I dtdd dtft TO 

dft, cd dtdc't dmi ftfej ctfdld TO ftfe^ dftCt dTO TO, (TO dtdc'trs 
Caste Hindu? TO TOl ftr%? TOC^, TO backward in education ?CTO, 
TOf? AasemblyCS TO Cdt, TOriTO TO Cd^, TO ?dd TOT? Caste Hindu 
TO ^tW 4^ fro TO TOW, ?TO? WdT v?TOl Education Committae 
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I ^ wk WTBr OMte Hindu I ui^N 

c?«n ?ti?r !rf5 cm cf^ owte Hinduc^nr TOTt^, m 

cm c^r^i ^ 

^ ^ 3r5‘W?rc?‘ c^ ^firR ^ ifes ^nr 4 ^; education 

secular TOT I ^ Of CkMuniunity ^ Cast© 

'*flC^, ^5fOT? I ^SPf ^ #*StV6 

5R1 Sfe5l ^ ?f? 4^ 5^1 TOR, ^ ^ m ^ 

TOT 4 ftror mj^\ 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. I>©puty Speaker, Sir, after 
long years this Secondary Education Bill is before the House and w© 
are glad that some improvement has been made in this Bill to what 
we found in the previous Bill. ((Vies <»f "No. no” from the Opposition 
benches.) Sir, my friends in the Opposition may say that no improve- 
ment has been made and that, on the other hand, great injustice has 
been done in this Bill, but 1 can say this mmdi tliat great improvement 
has been made in this Bill. Though it is not up to the mark as yet, 
still we cannot deny that great imjiroveinent lias been done. In this 
connection. I imu say what innovations have been made in this Bill. 
In the first place, as bet^^een the two Bills, tlu* control has been trans- 
ferred practically to the Board, the definition has b(*en made wider 
because technical, agricultural and other kinds of edinaition have all 
been brought under the jmrvicw of this Bill. The number of members 
of the Board has been incica.sed fi-om 4<S to (iU in this Bill, though no 
justi(*e has lx*en done to our community, and the Board has been given 
great power in the matter of appointment of its officers and staff. A 
new innovation has been made, namely, that siile by side w'ith Islamic 
Board there i.s provision for a Hindu Ifoard which may be called u 
caste Hindu Board. My friend, Mr. Nikunja Behari Mititi, said that 
some board should be created including the tribal people and including 
tlie backward communities. I do not J(iiow' whether my friend denies 
that he does not belong to the caste Hindu community, but this much 
I may say that the Board as suggested in the Bill is meant only for 
the caste Hindus. The Hindu Board consists of the Head of the Sanskrit 
Department of the University. There is no place for us there, and the 
Scheduled Caste jujople are legally debarred. 

As regards the Principal of the Sanskrit College, our position is 
the same. 

Then, we find "one Principal of an approved Ud to be selected in 
the prescribed manner by the Principals of approved tols*\ We have 
nothing to do with ialt. What could we do with toU? We could 
only beat the dhol — the drum. Speaking of my own district, there 
is % tol in the Rangpur town in which even now the Scheduled Caete 
•indents are not admitted. (Criee of "Shame, shame" from the Mualiin 
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League Benches.) Some meats or other is found W see that the 
Scheduled Caste students may not enter the spacious precincts of the 
honourable pandits of that tot. My friend Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti 
has got no grievance because he is satisfied with the Secondary Educa- 
tion Board even though the Scheduled Castes are not properly repre- 
sented on it. From this we sometimes begin to doubt whether we are 
Hindus or Muslims. The Muslims do not admit us as Muslims. Our 
caste Hindu friends won’t admit us as Hindus. Our position is that of 
Trisanghu neither in heaven nor on earth but somewhere in the middle. 
We are also hanging like him in the middle. To the Scheduled Castes 
justice has not been done. There is, however, still time to improve 
the position in the Select Committee and I venture to hope that the 
Hon’ble Minister in his mature age and ripe* wisdom will show great 
sympathy for these unhappy people and try to do something to improve 
their condition. He has been in the public life of Bengal for a long 
time and knows the condition of the backward people in the province 
and specially of the Scheduled (histes in particular. 

In the old Bill, out of 48 members there were five seats given to 
Scheduled Castes but now though the number has been increased from 
48 to GO, our fate is almost the same. The number has been increased 
from 5 to G only. 

Rai HARENPRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What about the Si)6cial 
Officer? 

Babu kSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: There are two Special Officers 
of which one is to be from Scheduled Castes Education Department. 
In the old Bill there were 14 members in the Executive Council and 
now in the new Bill there are 22 members. Still, our fate remains 
the same viz., only one member. 

We di) not grumble about the Islamic Board. We do not grumble 
about the Hindu Board or other Boanls. Lot there be as many Boards 
us Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti likes. We have no objection to that. 
Our objection is only this that justice has n(>t been meted out to us. 
the Scheduled Caste people. Under the Poona Pact, this Government 
and the Government of India are bound to make some concession and 
a special concessit»n for the d(»wntroddeii millions and millions of our 
people. We stand on our own right. We do not want any favour. 
W<‘ want that justice be done to the millions of our people, dustice has 
been denied to us up till now. It is time, it is high time, that justice 
is done to u.s, though late. 

As regards experts, may I submit that in the old Bill it was made 
out thut expert had not got their places on the Board. Now that has 
been cured. We have got many experts in the Board or in the Execu- 
tive Council. But what is to be done about the Scheduled Castes. 
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We have no experts. We have g^ot no specially qualified people. 
Though there are a few serving in that department, still they cannot 
be called experts but we, the Sclu*duled (\isU* people, want that our 
representatives — we do not care for the experts — should be those who 
can think for the community, who can act on behalf of and in the 
interests of the community and who have got the strongest common* 
sense. 'We want that sort of people. We dt» not want experts. We 
have got no experts. 

• I do not want to speak at length but our difliculty is not being appre- 
ciated by the members or the public. We are looking to-day for support 
but we get little or scanty support. Scanty justice is being done to us. 

About the number of Scheduled C’astes, I am not going to speak 
much. My friend Itui Sahib Anukiil (Uiandra Das has suggested that 
it should be raised to lU. i do not care about the number. If there 
is even only one man with the greatest coimnonscuse and with the 
greate.st sympathy that one man is sutficient. That is my view. I 
do not think that number is everything in Ihi.s world. We cannot rely 
on Muslims, we cannot rely on C aste llindns to raise the d«)wntra<ldeu 
millions. That is our fate. 1 want to finish my speeh by quoting two 
couplets from the greatest poet of the time Uuhindrunath Tagore. 
These will amplify everything: — 

Tftni 

T’rs i 

^ OK^ cn (7r 

^ emtut Wto, 

^55fCH^ Ftfw 

cst^ Frf% cn nrt^ 

This is tile law of gravitation. The whole universe is moving round 
this law. If you keep dow'n one seclioU of the communify then you 
wull also go down yourself. The law of grvitation must do it. 

(The member having reached the lime limit, resumed Lis seat.) 

SRIiiUT NAREMDRA NATH DAS QUPTA : I>)puty S]K)akfT, 8ir, 
Tiii ^ I Ftn 

— 

^ Ji^Ti ■ii^R ' 5 «fT 4 ? c^, 4 ? Tiffinsi ’(fr srrfra jr, 1^517 1 

(7!^ '5'fT feir, c# 5tF issfT o«5t 'ni?:;ff55n =rr.?, fiif:? 

^ cv, ftmi xc«r w5T-JT;’fi ’o^*nr3 *rc5lvs?, ^ 

wj 4^ ’iWTT nifn to »ttf^ 1 (PiPt 
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S 18 

TOf, PwirsCT ctpM ¥*i c?f¥, 

c^r<trR f^wtrf^r^ ^ (?r^ ^ tfRsPrft 

c^ C3ft^ <4^ 2r^» R^l- 

?rf%iit^( 3TI fwjTsir? TOT, (rS firtfitsf? ’r:<fn f*i^- 

jp^Ir'R n*<fn ^<itn5 ?ff%Rft ^ ^Vs ^wr Pp^r wsir 

WafR aft^ (Pif] "jy^ tot (RT^ I cq^J? C? ^tPr frp 

C<<fr*P C^ f?r^ ^ yfffRR ^ C^fR ft^1'C< ^4^ representa- 
tion iJtft' Pn arfi ^’RJIR frntr^ representation (Trs?t^ iTff 

"sRCJf anR ya ^r^rst? fro aRt<rR i ^rw^t 

pRFTOI <4?; ^ tr^ <4^; ^ tpR 'J?t5R 

^<fR few fro ^f:5TR ^,COO anrifT ^.sDOO VsT Tt^R TOTC^ ^4?: 
m (RR Caste Hindu?n ’Ft^ TOm I fl] Caste Hindu^tt 

ftl ^ Scheduled Caster a rfR sectiont4? 
c^c«rr?R I arf? ^r^RRi Prfe^ ^ r^. (w^jpR 
<R free-studentship, half-free studentship (tj rjj^ 

Caste Hindu (R C^tCTO, ^ Scheduled Caste <4^^ 

^anRT — »r^l 1 ^ 0 ^ I 

C*F3R1'4 PTnT ajTRR (R, C^trsT Scheduled Caste C^TSflTR (RG^] ^ ^ I 

^®rtR an ciiR 'mri^ Pri 3n*c;R i fv^ ^ ra i t OT 

ifRaR d^tiR PrR ^ifit^, 1%R aTc^ an5t^ — (5? ^ :cr < i 

PsPr ^ ’ 5 ^RTl?F < 4 ^ TO S-'nT (381 TOri^ 03^: < 4 ^?^ 

<Rt 5 T ^sTfraR’G 3^1 Pr? tix^R '®[Rk=^ (RR cro 

oTO cTOc^ fVi fepT ^Rn? ^ cfetc?i ^^Ritan c![‘^"k 

ftn pRl fifTO ?lT«f ^TO!Pf I C^f^Rn ’tfs^ arR afl^T 

w^/1 w ^4^ ^FcRfR5R'3 ^ c^tr^R 'aitfir 

ysRn tjCiiKyJ ^ nif ‘TR fT*TO TO^T I 'JmR ^4^ ?Rnr 

TO5t*5tT ^ *f ^ffr (RR (i?taT TOl OlR^G p R ^fro 

^1 TOpRf^ ^nrR -TO I v 4R ^ ^4^, ^RtPR ^R?R 

aTlTTOS TOFi (noise) | ^arRtff^ Prfrft TOTC^ I 

v 4R ^^R^R ^r^RR Prfvaft aftcrar <4^ Assemblyos ^4R*fR TO 

«4^: ^ TO*fR TOm WSfS TOF aR appff »j^<f ^ I 

<4af^ 01^ Assembly c^ f%f% Rto C*fTO, caifrl TO!| ^tRRtfilR 

ftro I Pn TO ^ ^"TtfHR TOcf I '«rmi «?Tfa( arrjR <R^ 4 ^cw 
CR TO I fin rtR TO Assembly? ^-sfj (Tfifi c-sR firf? “?ff 

TOC¥ CTO ?Rta TOR ?tC 5 TO 5 I C^ TOW m aRam frr TO TO l" 
^ PniTO frtt ftfi car TOre tow ^ tou to! jirflpi toto i 
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^ •fPiHpf or ^ ’vrropr ^ cw 

^ ’PR ’rj'ftnnr 8^ sfr oj^* c’l fiprc? >rj i ft cw 

Scheduled Caete^^ 5«t? c? «l%pr ^ (TrSpf Cf 'irt^<«f 

TOTCf’T, (TT^'BRT f%f% RRtTPf ^ I ^nrw ^TTW 

TWt? ’’Iffw ?rRtw” I Comrade ‘^T^PlOT ^TPftftr fepTS ^t(tW 

3^ TOTC^ I <ii^ ^ ^ R — ^ OT rt firtn 

— “^rRi '’Ttw tf^5t^”f^fir^ 

TOT I fVi tpm ^ c*Tc-v^ fro R, ’pnr 

^Q ^®pryi f^cTOT I ’PI TOT ^ TO!’! fro ^ ftfi ^rtu^ ^rtr^ ^ 
fro R, *ri '3 ’tm i (tt^ jtW 

fro T3!n c^TPR 'ii?: fro!^ tot ^irr < 71 ^^ ft’*3rw 

f^RFH (y^ R, 5 ^, ^TO5 I 

TOTO’T, 3 frvi ^’rsrropn f¥?, fy*ir^ 

fTR ? 'iirj ^ f%OTPr ^d? 1 ^’rspTt«im ^<ftt^ 3 

’pjrsi %3 ’n, fro^ri (Trfi 

TO f^JTl comrade TO1 TO fV^PTi j if»S *5 STO f%f% TOT 

f^rroi vfc^ m to i Tt? ^stof s^rfro 5Tt 
C*T TOt^ ^5t!?nT TOl Q?P, cn? ^•IJTOT CTOfS ’^Tt’Sf ^iflTS Bihle 'Br^fSTR 
^or, ^rqQ, ^srfr^i, tr?f% ’tto (7C*Pr ’pts ft*fitTOi 3 

C*^3!n TO*? I TTO r^sr ^«fi tJTTOR TO! Pf | 'TOl 

TO ?Tfwr»F — (7! !rrPr?n tot tofto cto 

CWR ‘il<’!'3 s^'-prtTO*! 5T=5r %TTO I '3t^ ^ar^!l*! V91 

TOl #TOPT 3r^in TO ^ *tr¥ ii ’F«n ft'^TOr 

'TOrtr (7!? I ^vfi TO^, TOc^ ^w' 15^ ^ 3ri to 

t7i? <nf 3 w fro ^ ’nr fro ^n om tpc^ 3 rt i 

3rt?R5 TOTO ^aTORf TOrf%T5 to feklpT C^, f% TO (7? TO <71 I 
TO*f 'ilS 3 TO TO?! ^ f^f?^ TO TOl fTO 

t^STOl ^i)t ’rt 3 ’T^^aftftft’! liJlT! %T (TF ? 

’^iPl TOTTOl I CTO ^C’rf^ ? ^TOT crf^, »ij^’ ’TS 3 ’TC’fft CTO 

oriTOTO^ ^iTTOi !rtjr3 to «rTf®^ cros ’fTO3 “R» to ’n ^a’i: 
fwrfifdl TOTfr^fc^ ^ffnnr tocto i <4^; tot ^rfnr cTOrtrw to 

tr^pnr c*r3’ii 'JTOC¥ toto to to tor to (TOPi ^4^ tototito 

Stfro CTOICR TO, TOTOJT (TOR ?S TOt’lfe’F ^4^ 3 

TO|f^5f^r?N PfTO:^ ftror TOTO" to to to TOTO T^ET TOTR I (voice 
^J. mj 1) TOW^ TOW ’rf? ?PJT2^ wtfkw WtTO5 57! (^iT ’ftj TOCf?, 

TO! TOf ft>5; TO, TOft Wfpf ) — ^ TOW tJTOSt ?ft Wtfecw 
IR 



GOVERNMENT BILL 


(iST ApjffLy 

ba«a^ #1;^ 9V, tpfs 

irf 'G ffef% 3>rv tprt^ ^vu5 9CV I <7r^ 's 

fitv vvt*r ^Vs «fff%f 59\5<(tf^ ft ^ ^ ^tvfir 

vffer I «(T^ ?n, ^ ft’n vft 

tij? ft'"t ^5)8^ ’{StOT Aseembly^ membertn V^TC^ (7f^6ti“ 

VV CRV 9TO 1 

Mr. SHAH 8YED QOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Mr. Deputy Speaks, 
Sir, lyxvnr ^ 1 Tfirv Bengal Secondary Education 

BUlCt Select Committeeci ^f>jM VTVTI CV 'scftft 

vs\ Tprvf^-j] 1 

^ tpsitv TOTVrft ?F«fl I oQ^ ftcfftiT 

^ ^ 'G I iSit ftc^rv tffe 

9^ C^f^T W-jcft ^ I >^>80 

vffvFflv vrr.3Tv vmt’T^ S’tfVs 9?i i ^ti:? ft| 

ft^T F^vtv “pfv *^tft ^ c^JT -sTssfii 3Ff<r^«.[ 3rft7T^ iij^» 

CVWft»m ‘‘tftw 9^ ftsrftv 9’G9fV ^ 

fVSTpl Vffirvi OT I ncv ^TTtV, Vt-'^ll (T^ tff^ 

trtn vft?:v s^JTT ^551 '4v^* vftc^ ft a vt^sn 

CV Vff^l ^9 vffTOw gv|f%^ <p^] 9ft»| ^JTVT 

'Sll^nv ft'Pi fv^fPt 5';rf^ I ^-cTt? 'S WT^T 

gRC-f vrfir^ r^VTfew^T ^T9 Secondary 

Education BilU^ ^vf) ^mvt’G vf)^ <>tH 9^ vftvi 

'Br^'5t‘fCVf I -^IH, '3?tF ft^ Select CommitteeC5 

^ ftvi ’ft«t ^ftS ft»! j ^ tpirB STVi'^f, Select 

« 

Comimtteeo® anflV9m S<tft^ I \5T9tV 

tpjtV I tpStUV C*f^ VtV CV <ij^ Select Committee^ 

9^^^ >:&8^ mrai o>c*f ^sn^i ^ vt^f^ 
vft vfl;5 5!^1 TOl ^ ftm VW&ttVf ^S8^ 

vtc^fv ooo*r ftrof vmiTs 9tr^ ft^ ^Rv ^tftsr 

99 ^ vmi Vf?RI 

^rtv ! fvC^T^ '5llC3TtRl tpKW oflScial ^TST ®t: 

vTgrt^i cv ’ffirvtc^H 'sfvtv 'Wr ftcvb ’ ^ t v ftw i ftft ^i9iv 

cv TannftF m trm ^stvtv c^ tjftvt? 

vftri ^5t9rc^ 9^7191 fro ^ ^ 3(1:j vfiR CV ^ 

^ Vff^ ctftciffts "STtir 9^ ^ 9t:311 ^^VtV 5Fftr$ 
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inpnr tot ®t: »rf?7fr»i? ^ ^fiFf5rflt3t ▼s*tgr>nr 

C3(f? orci^ jwrs ^ nfiror 

>i)^ ^ ^ I frsi c?^ Sftis, ocftpnf!^ 

*ft^ ^!Tfr5, ft»/fir*fTt3T?I pf^ '« 

S ’T^sRtliny ?*^Ttr5^. ^Secondary 

Education Bill I Sir, *f51 (Rt5OTT ^TtC? 

C^V<5T3r oppositionojJJ 

ef^ W ^tcs ^ Of? 'Q ^ 

?r^3i i c^'.f or^ ^ ^jprw 

^ I w rtus 

f^, w /:?rmifif*r'i ’trfN ^^pnur^ f^ ^rw 

f (Nois(‘) m I 

^JPf ' ^''pr ‘Vprc^ Secondary Education Bill, Moncy-londors 

Amendment Bill.fTTtf^ s^iTpi'-r^ ^m^TTCR >rcw CTl-^'ltC^ 

^JTtf^R. fV-« ^:r®R (Tt ^fc^ 

TTf^i'T?^ TTt?' I i;^qra7R^ tn^Ttf^ ^5ltf^ ’FtT^ 

?r2 | Bengal Secondary E<iiication Bill 

?n. Beuii^al Secondary Education Bill SWfrjt^ ^fvf] ^ 

% ^ I Ft^i fe: ortT:;^ ^n^tiz PfPr!; r^.^Tf cR^irniRr 

<1tr?, ttttR C>R B<mgal I>x*al 

Self-Government Actc^ Tr^<R Tff^l ft: ^?RI?r CSVtRTR 

^rfiRTfCSj'^, Bengal Secondary Education Bill, MoneylcnderH Billet ^Sftnn ftf?rt- 
I . 

TjTt^ ! ’^rtft ■^RR ^r3f^ cn ^ ’f si ^Rt^Ri ^ftftrs! 

irfyce r^], ifwz\ 'd^R =rfirR -Jtft 

Sewr^ •Sff^ ’^It’RRl RRrsR tTrf^, "'W (RPT^ 3T*yft;, 'Rt’TCR 

•ff^ «R7 ’rrftnn ^trm f^m ^^rt'd ’FRWffi 

?FftC'6C^H I f%^ wTft, ’®rt<Rrf^R?i wif 'arfft 3itsf <r '^rfesrsi 

^TRR '^Ic^ C^ 4^R TiE'4 if ^TCW, 

’JWR «rtf%5r ^T^rfs? ^ c«fRi 

S <l i yc * R »rft^ '5i ^ ; <7r ^rfOTui -^^RR i 

-sfs 81fi "STT^RtTR ^TCSF ’rfinn srfiPTSt? ^1 ftPfi 

^ iRl ^ C^, RRCsi^r 'R?nFRfT fV =tr Vfl 

study cn il^?rR S ItTRw? 
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frin? OftTOR Tfl T¥1 ^ ^ ^ W? nftsr c^ 

i T |^ >T ?ff r (. ’^, f¥% ^ ^ ^ ^ 

’Rt? (?r^ S*r?r ^ I ^ 

^ a i nCT ^-st^ 'q 

W51 sTfrffi yrai^rt? T>mm S’tc^ (?r? ntgtwr^ ^ 

4Ri5Cff 'BftTi '^TSR ^(5^1 

f^.ipf5T:nH ’Brft*rRm ^sWot tpoR ?rfe^ ft3R 

ftfer backbone STVI 'S StMi I 

Iwgifn ^ (Rt^rr^R ^ ^ *nr?t ? c^wc«t^ 

^ FRFi ’PTTWffir^ ’j^vsf firPT^R fk^ I FRn 
CTOpfelft fk^ (shame! shame!)! 

*RSI Secretary ^3 Ft^PR Minister^ ^| policy 

’TOOT ftftro ^^1 CTOf^^ tffi 

5 {Ri TO fro ?rterR yt^R 1^1 ^raOT I '^n^t’^rRi 

^t(R»rRffir^ ’itOT TOF (?m fird '^tcf^ i ^ttt® 

CTl^^STtro’?! (RfR 75 ^ I CTtTOR ^f%5 3TC7 TORR ^ifOT 

'^rtv^^ 5^73Rt^T wffi55 ’®rf%C5t-5t, ^Vs 'StOT fttllOT 

arfirj ’sn^iJitOT ^#55 1 ?Tti? crti; ^f5 c’tNtr 

ntCTf^ «rt^51 '<ftCOT-~^5[5!lOT 'S ^tBR tfvlt? 

6 ^ '^r?i ’p%i (TR^p 

^<t5?Ri 5^(551 f%:>r7f5, ^sr?i s^tfk^ ^itfViOT; 

’7f55l (?T^ ^^3rfR 5WRfOT 7k^ ’ttfTOR I ^ 
ortl^ 55OT 5f%C’$f|~~f7 5(5 5^51 5f%d'3 ^ ^t^l 

fk^r^ 'OTT C3rfTOI5 fR-sR ’Rtc^ 5t:5t5 555RRfC’P 5tdR ^tfTOR fkn 

C3Tt^5R 5%«r!l fkF^ f53P5 5ff5TO^ I (RtTOR ^-^R 5OT 5t^5lR ^m^- 
ftTOf ■ ai^ tW hf R ¥15^ C^tRTR 5rf?51 I W (RtTO15 ^TC-sf 

Rtf^ (RfTOR 5;7fe 5^5 TO*, ^RWtC55 ^ 

fe55 '®Ttf| (Opposition Bench “^tTPRl") I 5(1^ 5ff%7t^5Rrft 
5^ 5^ C5^R 71^3 CTiTOR "TO5I C^tC5 ^555R 55tr5R 'SfbR 

ip 7d 51 I tpr^ (Rtf55t5 ^'fl 7k5 51, TOTPR C5tm 5f15' 7^5 

3(t3r I <t*R5tfl5 <rf ^^5trsR ^TrfOT 'si^RR « ^<l5Tt57R 7^C5, 

«fl5; 4t7Rl C7d5 «r5T 5t5 OT1 ^35R TO5 C5 r5fl?75 TfTS’TOSl 

U5t5 51, ^WTR C5rf 5tRlR yrsRtC55 TOPI WtR 51 I '^V9 

PrfCTOR ^5 55 1 5 5^^*5R ^555 1 1 5 5 455 5rc45 51 ( ^ tl5l 

5n?t C5t151 15t55 51, ^R1 5t:5R 4ffR 455 kC55 51 I 4R1 

«Frc5 ^1 '^Rr yw 5fr 5 5 '5tt4"5 v5t ^li k5r3i:^, yi55OT5 k4" tti 
▼ firUST^, ?ft*^ ^ 5ff555, C5% C^Rrft 'il, C^, T’f '9 ^tTR 55 I 
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^ 5rf%r3f^ (7( ^ 'ippo I cni 

m ^ <4^ Secondary Education Bill ^5^ Wfe »r?tW 

^ ^ ^ ^ TOR I TOTORT 

^SrfiR vMlW? ^5^ f^(.<i*i I '®ft'Hikj ^•Ji^il5 ^ 

?rf?lf^ I ^TTt?, '^[Tft motion ?t?tr5 

OOCH feTsr?r Select Committee^ report Government^?! 

^ii^* Government ^vf] ??!TO Si)eoial Session 

31f%t'9 'iJ^ Bill?! ^ ^^rfinn (TR, (TT^BRJ I 

f?: ^ ypiTOni — 

^stTRf fV tforisR ? 5t^ — ^ wTfer 

^Vs ffi ^ ^ '$iTOi TOtfir'Jtuv ftro 

^pfirc^ R Prfe^ l Government Jit !f^ '*?lflTT TOR 

^ I ?n ^rfirarc^ i ^ fi^sRn ▼ft firT; — ft^ ▼S, <rf msi jt^to 

t£l^’ iprsfarR — ^pRTOT^ ▼t. ’TOTBl 9 'At ijlS IPVJ ?ltft?rt9TOf 

Tf:?rr?r ^rtPR At ’rfro ^ ▼ftus -•itftR i 

▼rft TOt^n ftc^ ^ CA Secondary Education 

BilMc^ ?ft n " ^TORr ?lf% ^ifTO, fV 

R<fR ^ ^ ^^9 ’rrr ▼ftn ^ i ^t»i 

▼t«l^ irPRR BRT (?!r CTO <tftlTf^ CTOtlTRl irtt^ I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Discussion on this motion will continue 
till tomorrow. After this motion is finished I will take up the Bengal 
Criminal Law (Industrial Area) Amendment Bill tomorrow. 

The House stands adjourned till 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

AdJourmiiMt. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 11-30 a.m. till 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, the 2nd April, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



[2kd Abbil, 


m 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 2nd April, 1942, at 9 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalalvddin Hashemy) iu the Chair, 
7 Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answera were ghren) 

Nomination of members to the District Board and Cox’s Bazar 
Munioipaiity, Chittagong. 

*218. Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state what is the reason for the 
unusual delay in publishing the nomination of the members to the 
District Hoard of Chittagong and Cox's Bazar Municipwility y 

(b) Do the Government contemplate the extension of the life of 
the local bodies beyond the term prescribed by the Local Self-Govern- 
ment? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. SantcBh 

Kumar Baeu). (a) The notification appointing members of the 
Chittagong District Board has been issued. As regards the Cox’s 
Bazar Municipality also, appointments have been made and a notifica- 
tion is expected to be issued shortly. 

(h) Government have no such intention. The meml)er8 of the 
existing Boards will, however, remain in office till the first regular 
meeting of the next Boards by virtue of section 19A(J) of the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act and section 56(.2) of the Bengal Municipal 
Act. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to vstate whether he can give us the approximate date of 
issuing the notification containing the names of nominated and elected 
members of the Cox’s Bazar Municipality? 
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Tbt Mr. SANTOaH KUMAR BASUs It expected tu ]>e 

done in the eouree of a fortnight. 

Mr. DHIRE'nDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Me Minister lie 
pleased to state when the election of the Cox’s Bazar Municipality 
took place 

Th« Han’bla Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I huvo no idea 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon Me Minister 
be pleased to state when were the recoimnendations by (he local 
officers received by Government r* 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: That must have 
been done before I came into r>ffice. 


Kalimpong country spirit shop. 

Mr. DAMBER SINCH CURUNC: (n) Will the Hon'Mo 
Minister in charjre of the Excise and Forest Depart m(*nt be pleased to 
state — 

(i) when and how the KalimjMm^r country ^pirlt shop fell vacant; 
and 

(ii) whether any advertisement for the resettlement of the shop was 
made? 

{h) If the answer to (<j) (//) is in the negative, w'ill the Hon’M© 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for it? 

MINISTER in charge of tho EXCISE and FOREST DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. UpMidra Nath Barman): Un (/) The shop 
baa not fallen vacant within the last ftiw years. 

(tt) and (6) Da not arise. 

Jute Advisory Board. 

*228. MouIvi MD. ISRAIL; (n) Will the Ilon’Me Mipisier in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay 
on the Table a copy of the report submitted by the members of the Jute 
Advisory Board regarding the regulation of the growing of jute in 
1942 ? * 

j(6) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Oovemment have accepted the said report? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in ehaiia of tho AGRICULTURE anS INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon'bl^ Nawab Khwaja HM>ilNillah Bahadur, of 

DaocMl)* («) The members of the Jute Advisory Committee did not 
submit any report to Government. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Jute Advisory Committee was 
to submit any report and, if so, by when? 

Th 0 Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice to answer that question. 

% 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether the Advisory Board itself submitted any 
report? He has said : “The members of the Jute Advisory Committee 
did not submit any report.’^ 

The Hofi’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

I am not aware of any report being received by Government from the 
Jute Advisory Committee. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state whether any report was made by the Board at all? 

The Hon'blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca; 

I have already stated that Government has not received anv report at 
all. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: That's all right. But I want to 
know whether the Board itself framed any report. 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

How can I answer that ? I have not received any report. 


RMaxatkMi of raotriotion of Juto oultivation. 

^221. Maidvi M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government are contempiaiing 
the relaxation of the existing restrictions of jute cultivation by permit* 
ting oultivation to the extent of two-thirds of the original areas under 
the crop? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Bbn'ble 
Xiuister be pleased to state the reason therefor P 
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Tfw Non’Mt Nmnib Khwi^a HABIBULLAH BiMiir, of Dmot 

At the begfinning of December last Government announced that the 
acreage for 1&42 would be lO/lBths of the recorded acreage of ISHO but 
on further consideration of the question they have since decided to 
advise the licensed growers to sow jute this year on less than their 
licensed acreage but in no case on less than B-annas of the acreage 
recorded in their names in 1940 and to grow on all lands not under jute 
the maximum amount of food crops, especially paddy. 

. There never was any question of relaxing the restriction by permit- 
ting cultivation to the extent of two-thirds. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the IIonMde Minister 
aware that the (ultivation of jute in the low-lying land is already 
complete and also sowing in the higher land i.s rapidly jjrogressing ? 

The Hofi*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocar 

As far as I am aware, .sowing ha.s been complete in low land but not 
in high land. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE? Tf that is the fact, how 
does the Government propose to put in practice it.s new decision of 
reducing the acreage to not less than 8 annas P 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

Government have already started widespread propaganda through the 
sources of jute restriction officials and other officials who are advising 
the cultivators as far as possible that they should not grow jute in 
acreage not less than 8 annas. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the advisory efforts on the part of 
the Government and voluntary' efforta.on the part of the cultivators 
in the past have entirely failed to meet the requirements of the 
situation P 

Tht Hon*bl 0 Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

That is a matter of opinion. As I have already said that there is no 
other method at present in the short time available except the voluntary 
method. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEEs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether if this voluntary method fails due to over- 
production of jute and the cultivators have a loss, the Central Govern- 
ment will be responsible to make up the lossP 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER} How can he answer thaiP 



QUESTIONS. 
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Dr. 8URESH GHANORA SANllMEEt I the Pronn- 

cial Gov<*rinnent press upoit the Central Government to make np for 
the loHS, because it was at the instance of the Central Government that 
the Provincial Government decided to sow larger acreage? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER 9 That question does not arise. How 
do you anticipate loss ? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: My question is, if there 
be overproduction. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is not a question of opinion, 
Sir. Will the. Hon’ble Minister kindly tell the House why compul- 
sion resorttHl to when voluntary effort had not succeeded? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This question does not arise out of 
this. 

Maiiivi AZHAR ALi. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
slate what would be the result of the excess production if after the 
propaganda the cultivators sow two-thirds instead of half? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I say that question does not arise at present. If there be an excess 
production on account of the advice not being followed, at that time 
GovernuiiMJt will consider what to do. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to explain the difficulty in enforcing 8 annas restriction? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJE^s He says that licences have already 
been i.ssued, but even a large number of licences can be cancelled or 
amended in one or two weeks, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER9 What is your question ? 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: My question is: Will the Hon^de 
Minister be ]dease<l to state w’hat is the difficulty in enforcing the 
8 annas restriction and not leaving it to voluntary restriction? 

The Hcffi'blf Nawib Khmjt HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af Dacca: 

A stotemeiit has already l>een made on the jute question by the Hon’ble 
the Premier clearly explaining the position and giving reasons why 
this method has been adopted. I can add nothing further to that 
statement. 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


229 


Allagid misliehavioiir of soMim in Cnlouttn. 

•222. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: {n) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) of a widespread feeling of i>anic in the minds of the public duo 
. to several cases of assault on women; and 
(«) looting of shops by sohliers in ('aleutta and suburbs? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased to state w'hat steps, 
if any, the Government have taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
unhappy incidents? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq); I have not received 
any reports of the nature indicated but I am making enquiries. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERIEE: Wdl the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to explain what report he ha.s m»f rec<Mve<l - report 
about widespread teeling ot panic or report about the looting ot shops 
by soldiers in Calcutta and suburbs? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

As regards the widespread teeling of panic, we know that in certain 
places there has been panic, but as reganl.s the looting of shops by 
soldiers in Calcutta and suburbs no definite reports have been n‘ceived 
by Government as yet. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the reported Chowringhee incident and 
aljjo to the incident of looting of sh(»j>s in the New Market by soldiers? 

• 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

As regards the Chowringhee incident that matter is sub jufhrr. The 
case is being tried. Nothing ran be done until the matter is finally 
disposed of by the Court. As regards looting by seddiers and other 
matters, of course no direct or definite complaint has Wn received hy 
the Government. It is u mere rumour and Government are making 
enquiries. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do 1 umierstand the Hon’ble 

Minister to say that Government have started making enquiries? 

Tbs HimPbla Khaii Bahadur M|Uiivl HABHEM ALI KHAN: 

Tea. 
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Mff ATUL DHANORA SEN? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us when the Government expect to complete their enquiries? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAW: 

I cannot give any idea about it, because we have no definite report 

about the incidents. It will therefore take some time to arrive at a 

final decision. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliether he will consider the desirability of publishing 
the result of the enquiry in a Government communique^ 

Tha Hon*bfe Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN; 

I cannot say anything definite just now. It may be published. I* do 
not think there can l)e any objection on the part of the Government 
to issue a communique regarding the report if sufficient materials are 
available. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly tell us if the soldiers involved in the Chowringhee incident have 
actually been apprehended? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN; 

In the Chowringhee case the young man has been prosecuted and after 
the decision of the case Government will see whether the soldier ia 
really responsible for the wrong deed or the young man is responsible. 
Ih»fore that Government cannot take any action. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
1*0 pleased to enlighten the Hqush if the Government have been abl« 
to trace the soldiers? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Some soldiers are complainants. Some of the witnesses are also 
soldiers. Of course the question of tracing out soldiers is not of ao 
much importance in this case. 

• 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly inform us about the nature and method of enquiry that kaa 
been referred to in his reply ? 

Tbt Han’bia Ktian Babadur 

A statement will be made later on. 


Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN I 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQIS Will the Hon’ble Mittister be 
pleased to state whether any method of common action between the 
police of the city and the military police has been established in order 
that there may be no repetition of incidents referred toP 


The Hon’bia Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHANs 

Of course no such action has jet been taken. Ooverninent is consider- 
ing about it. 

‘ Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN StDDIQI: Does the Hon ble Minister 
propose to take any such action in the interest of peace in this cityP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Of course, it will certainly receive the sympathetic attention of 
Government. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster 
consider the desirability of making the r«\sidential quarters of this town 
cut of bounds to soldiers p 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Tes, certainly Government will do that. 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks it desirable to have recourse to the 
principle that “prevention is better than cure” P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

Xes. I can add nothing further to that. 


UNSTARRED •QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Clarks in Tlppera khasmahal. 

82. Mr. dAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Hinister in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of ministerial officers in the Tippers khas- 
mahal; and 

(it) how many of them are from the — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(•3; Scheduled Castes? 
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(//) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whai steps do the 
Government contemplate to take- for the increase of number of 
Scheduled Caste officers in the said office? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) (/) 5 (permanent 3, and 
temporary 2). 

Permanent. Temporary. Total. 

(tt) Caste Hindus . . 1 1 2 

Muslims . . . . 2 1 3 

Scheduled Casets . . . . . . . . . . • 

(b) Clerks of the Khasmahal Department are included in the gfeneral 
streng'th of the District Office and the communal ratio is calculated 
on the whole strength of the District Office. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN BARKER: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (//) whether the Scheduled 
Castes have got the requisite number of posts according to the Com- 
munal Katio Pules on the proposed strength of the district offices? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That infor- 
mat ion is not available to me. The (juestion is as is indicated in 
Question No, 92 and the answer is that there are •') posts, 8 permanent 
and 2 temporary. Hut according to the Communal Katio Rules the 
unit is 0. 

Attachment of estates under section 99 of Cess Act in Rangpur. 

» 

93* Kaii EMDADUL HAQUE: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) how many estates in the district of Rangpur are under attach- 
ments under section 99, Cess Act (Bengal Act IX of 1880) ; 

(ii) how many of such estates have been attached under section 99 
of the Cess Act immediately after they have been released; 
and • 

(ill) the reasons for re-attachment? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in contravention of section 
l(i8A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, as amended, distress warrants for 
attachments and sale of movables are being usually issued against 
judgment-debtors of these attached estates by the certificate officers? 
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(e) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative^ will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (n) (i) Six. 

(it) None. 

(in) Does not arise. 

(h) It is permissible to issue distress warrant in such cases as the 
Collector is not the landlord in respect of the tenants of estates attached 
under section 99 of the Cess Act. 

(c) Government will examine the question. The only alternative to 
attachment and sale of movuliles is the sale of tlic holdin^^ or other 
immovable properties of the tenant. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to exjilaiii whether the Collector should be advised not to issue 
distress warrants as sii^»‘^estc<] in the answer?' 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Miiy I ask 
you, Sir, if (lovernnient is hound to “explain”. The (piestion is f 
“Will the Government explain”?' 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If there is any explanation Govern- 
ment can do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Verv well, 

Sir. My answer is ^'•iven in reply to (|uestif)n (c). Government will 
certainly examine the (luestion. 

.Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCH/\; Will the Hon 'hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Collector of Rangpur could l>e asked not 
to issue distress warrants against the tenants? 

Th« HOfi’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I shall l>e 
prepared to make an en(|iiir\ from the Collector as to what the posi- 
tion is at Rangpur. But it is difficult for Government to concentrate 
attention .specially upon one area unle.s.s there are s|)ecial rca,son.s. 

Grants to schoolt and maktabs. 

84. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (/t) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that grantw-in-aid to some 
schools and maktabs in the district of Noakhali, have recently been 
withheld by the District School Board of Noakhali? 
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(if) 1/ ao, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaded to state tbe reason 
thereof F 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Oorem- 
ment are contemplating taking any steps in the matter? 

MINISTER m ohargs of tho EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
lABOUR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim): (a) No. 

(/>) and (c) The questions do not arise. 

Mfi SYED ABDUL MAJID* With referenre to answer (a), will 
"the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what he means by ‘^no"? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; He means “no”. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: I want to know whether the answer 
■^‘no” means that he is not aware or whether it means that no grants 
have Wn withheld? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Not aware. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID; Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he has made any enquiry as to whether any grants 
have been withheld? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have not, but 
if the honourable member so desires, I will do it. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: The question suggests that there 
should be an enquiry. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any notice was served to show cause why the 
grant-in-aid should not be withheld? 

Tho Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is already 
included in the answer given. I am not aware of any such notice 
being served. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEp ALI: My question is reaUy a 
<jue8tion of privilege. Sir. This question was put by a member with 
the idea that the Hon’ble Minister would find out if there was actually 
-any withholding of grant-in-aid. The answer is that he is not aware. 
It is only to be expected that the Minister sitting in the chair in his 
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itM>m 18 not aware, Vmt it is his duty to write to the Pretident of the 
restrict School Board to ascertain if that is not a fact. He oonfeaaee 
that he has not done so. 

Mr. DEPUTY tPEAKER: 1 cannot do anything in the matter. 
You are entitled to j)Ui supplementary questions to elicit any further 
information you want. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS He says that he has not made 
any enquiry. To every question that may be put, if that is to l)e the 
answer, then there is an end of the matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think 
it desirable to hold any furtlier enquiry? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM. I have already 
promised to make an en(juiry in respon.se to the request made hy 
Mr. »Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. 8YED CHOLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI : 

YC?, fY, (71 ’TY^r management ffYCY departmental officer 

YC^C^, Cn? >TY^T YCSTf grant ^ Yffl School BoardJj^r <tCY ^15 fY 

^ ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; That is a matter 
for the School Ibiard to consider which is an independent body 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral aneweni were giveD) 

Rasuecltation of rivore At^i^and Cur in Rg|ihihi. 

M89. Mauivi M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware — 

(i) that the Atrai and the Our rivers in the district of Bajshahi 
have l)egun silting up; and 

(it) that in the summer season some parts of the river completely 
dry up making navigation in them impossible and causing 
. loss of trade and conimen*e? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he intends to take in 
tile matter? 

16 
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• 

(c) Is the Hon ’ble Minister considering tJie desirabiHty of having 
the matter thoroughly investigated by experts for the purpose of 
formulating a scheme for resuscitation of the rivers immediately? 

The Hon’ble Khtn Bahtclur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Navigation is not ]) 088 ible in the Atrai in summer, but the Gur 
remains navigable by boats of not more than 2^ feet draft. 

(6) and (c) The honourable member is referred to the reply given 
on the 6th March, 1941, to clauses (h) and (c) of his starred question 
No. 117. 


Ministerial staff employed for war emergency work. 

*200. Mr. YUOUF ALI CHOUDHURY: ia) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to lay on tlie Table a statement Hliowing — 

(i) the names; 

(n) designations; and 

{ill) scales of pay (lower and upper division to l)e shown separately) 
of the clerical Htaff appointed in connection with the A.Il.P. 
and War Injuries Ordinance in the Commerce and Labour 
Dermrtment ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(/) when w'a.s the appointment in the upper division for War 
Injuries Ordinance made; and 

(ii) what ste|)s, if any, were taken to secure a suitable Muslim for 

the above apiKuntment in acconlance with -the instructions 
contained in the Government of Bengal, Home Department 
(Apiwintment), memorandum No. 594-A., dated the 10th 
February, 1942? 

The Hofi’bis Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: (fi) A statement 
is laid on the Table. 

(b) (i) On the 23rd February, 1942. 

(ii) Applications were invited on the 24th January, 1942, from the 
lower division as.sistants in the several departments of the Secretariat 
with at least 10 years’ ex^ierience for the temporary |x)st of upper divi- 
sion assistant as the nature of the work required previous expedience 
for some years in the Secretariat. No Muslim candidate with such 
ixperience was available from any other department. In view of the 
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nature of the work and the desirability of appointing a Secretariat lower 
diTision assistant by promotion, the necessity of following the instruc- 
tions contained in the Home Department memorandum No. 594-A., 
dated the 10th February, 1942, which were received long after notices 
inviting applications were issued, was not apparent. The appointment 
was made with the approval of the Coramnual Itatio Officer. 


Statement referred to in reply to cJame. fa) of Marred qneMion No. 200. 


Designation, wheth( r in the 

Name of assistant. upper division or in the Scale of pay. 

lower division, etc. 


1. Babu Debendra Nath 
Biswas. 


2. Babu Manindra Mohan 

Mukherjee. 

3. Maulvi Mazharul Hiiq 

Khan. 

4. Babu Syamdev Banerjee 

5. Maulvi Wahidur Rahman 
t). Babu Nagendra Nath 

Das. 


Upper division Asustant R.s.Fif) — 125 — 154) 
—10—250—15 

Unrev ist'd upj)cr 

division scale of 
pay in the 
Secretariat. 

Ditto . . . . Ditto. 


Lower division Assistant 
Typist 
Ditto 


Rs.tiO j)er mensem 
fijtwl. 

Rs.4r) f)er mensem 
fixed. 

Ditto. 


L(jwer division Assistiint Rs.fiO j)er mensem 
fixwl. 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillO: In viev of tl.e fact that the 
appointment was nuule on the 2drd Fehruarv . ’ that i.s, 1-3 da\s after 
the Home Department circular, dated the lOtli February, was received, 
w^l the Hon'ble. Minister be pleased,to .state why no action was taken 
to make a fresh advertisement in accordance with the instructions 
contained in the circular? 


Thu Hon’blu Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Long after the 
notice inviting applications was issued, the instructions contained in 
the circular w^ere received, and as a matter of fai t, after that we made 
some enquiries and a Muhaiiiiiiadnn officer was forthcoming, hut he 
could not l>e appointed on account of his personal incapacit\, ami the 
post was filled by a Hindu assistant of the Communications and Works 
Department on account of his usefulness in that particular kind of 
work. 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAdID: In view of the fact that the 
advertisement was made on the 24th January and the appointment was 
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made on tiie 23rd February, that is, after one full month, will the 
Hon^bJe Minister be pleased to state if he still maintains that it was an 
urgent case? 

Tht Hon’bl# Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot add 
anything more to what I have already said. 

Mr, BY ED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to the statement 
referred to in reply to ilause {(t), will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state why out of the six posts only two posts, and that also in th^ 
Lower Division, were given to the Muslims? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; There were no 
other candidates available. 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I.s the Hon ’hie Minister aware that 
by this arrangement the Muslim community is getting only Rs, 105 
per month as against Rs. 405 which is going to the Hindu community? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order. Sir I 
would like to have your ruling on the point as to whether a member 
'is entitled to raise any arithmetical monetary proportion with regard 
to communal ratio rub‘s or whetlier he is entitled to mention the ratio 
of number only? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question, Mr. Majid? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I have just said tliat only two 
posts in the lower grade were given to the Muslims, and my question 
is W'hy the communal ratio was not maintained in this case and whether 
the Hon’ble Minister is aware that by this arrangement the Muslims 
receive only Rs, U)5 as against Rv. 405 received by the Hindus? < 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is all right. 

Tht Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I have already 
aaid that there were no other Muslim candidates available and so these 
appointments went to the Hindus. 

Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in his opinion the communal ratio can be adjusted by 
appointments of the menials as far as the Muslim community is con- 
earned ? 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BItWABf Will the* Hon ’We be 

pleased to state whether the fact that the proportion was not kept so 
far as the service ratio is conc'erned because by this he trieil to satisfy 
the Hindu community at the sacrifice of interests of the Muslim 
community' ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That qiu‘sti< ri does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to .state if it is not fact that one of the rpjHT Division assistants, 
Babu Manindra Mohan Muklierjee who was an assistant in the Educa* 
tion Department, was found unsuitable for the Special A. R. P. War 
Injuries Ordinaiu'e work two or three days after he had joined and 
Vlis given the ordinary work (d the Department of Commerce and 
Labour and that one jK*rmanent and important assistant of the depart- 
ment has been directed to do the special A. R. P. War Injuries 
Ordinance work y 

Tha Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I (annot say 
offhand without making an enquiry. 


A.R.P. equipments for Chittagong. 

^210. Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the 
requi.sitions made by the District Magistrate of Chittagong some months 
ago for A.R.P. equipments and necessary funds^ 

(h) Has hi.s reijuest lK*en complied with*:* 

• (c) If not, w'ill the Hon’ble Mipist<*r be pleased to state the reason 

therefor!" 

(r/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Chittagong is very ill- 
equipj>ed so far a.s A.R.P. ]>reparation and coastal defence are con- 
cerned ? 

(e) If so, what step is Inniig taken by (Government to place funds in 
the hand of local authorities for the purpose!" 

Tht Hon^bh Khan Bahadur MauIvi HASHEM ALI KHAN (on 
behalf of tho Hon’hio Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, as far as possible. 

(c) and (e) Do not arise. 

(d) No. Coastal defence matters are not the responsibility of this 
doTemment. 
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Dr. SUREtH CHANDRA lANERJEEr Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the percentage of cost of equip- 
ments for A. R. P. preparations in Chittagong? 

Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: 

I can give a list of equipments supplied to Chittagong but I cannot 
give any percentage figures. The full quantity of handbells due for 
the wardens* posts has been supplied. The cost of making 126 
stretchers and 24 ambulance frames was sanctioned by Government, 
25 stretcliers were supplied previously; 166 blankets were supplied by 
the Surgeon-General and 50 blankets were supplied previously. 
Uniforms were supplied. Orders were placed with contractors for the 
supply of badges with brassards. Orders were placed with contractors 
for the immediate sui)ply of 812 axes, the full quantity required for 
Street Fire Parties and A. R. P. buildings. Out of the total quantity 
of 1,661) bucket.s, recjuired for Street Fire Parties, Rescue Service and 
A. R. P. buildings 444 have been supplied and the contractors have 
been directe<l to supj>h 1,216 immediately. 

Supply of 2,116 puit.s of shoulder letters has been ordered. 

Previously 12 lorries were sanctioned by this department, another 
(b lorries liave been recently pundiased and .setit to Chittagong for 
A, R. P. work. 

1,605 wliistb's have been supi)lied, the balance of 1.051 are on order 
with the contractors. The total 2,656 makes up the full requirements 
for the Wardens’ Service and tlie Street Fire Party Service. 

The Government of India are supplying two lots of st<*el helmets 
and Chittagcmg has been allotted almost its full supply. 

The Additional I)istri<‘t Magistrate. Chittagong, has been authorised 
to raise whatever rescue equipments he can obtain locally; meanwhile 
arrangements are being made s^iu] equipments for 1 Heavy and f3 
Light Parties imme<liately, etc. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEE; In view of the threatened 
invasion of the Chitfagong district, does the Hon’ble Minister think 
what has l>een sent is enough for A. R. P. arrangements in Chitta- 
gong? 

Tht Hon'bie Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

That is our information, and 1 think what is necessary has been 
supplieil. 


Raatraint ordar on soma raaidants of Khulna. 


*211. Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
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a number of residents of Khulna town includingr some females were 
serred with notices early in September last restricting their move- 
ments outside the municipal limits of Khulna for a certain period P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons for such action P 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (o) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'hle Minister consider the 
desirability of enquiring into the matter wliethcr or not the District 
Magistrate of Khulna has issued such an order? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN: 

Yes, Sir, I will look into tlie matter. 


Bengal Provincial Forward Bloc Conference. 

*212. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVERTY: (a) Is 

the Hon’hle Minist(‘r in chargt^ of the Home IVpurtment aware that a 
conference called the lh*ngal I*ro\incial K<irward Hloe (’onference is 
going to l>e held in ('ahutta shortly? 

{b) If 80 , will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether 
Forward Bloc and the (’onference projKwed to he lield in Calcutta shortly 
under its auspices have ht‘en deedared illegal under uiin Act or 
Ordinance ? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware — 

(i) that several districts in Beogifl elected delegates to the «aid 
Conference; and 

(i/) that the names of those delegates have lK?en published in the 
Calcutta papers since the third week of August, lf)41 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Oovernment have rec-ently fiassed orders on 
persons of Faridpur, Chittagong, (Emilia, Pahna, Khulna and other 
districts who were elected delegates to the said (inference restricting 
their movements for a period of one month ? 

{e) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state the terms of 
such orders? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason or 
roasons for which orders have been passed on those delegates restricting 
their movements for a period of one month ? 
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(g) Has the aitefition ol the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
fact that news relating to tho passing of the said orders on the said 
delegates from Faridpur, Chittagong, Oomilla, Pabna and other districts 
have been published in the Calcutta papers ? 

Qi) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the 
activities of the said delegates which are sought to be restrained by the 
aaid orders? 

Tfia Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASH EM ALI KHAN (on 
bahalf of tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (n), (c) and (g) I 

understand that there have been statements to this effect in the press. 

(6) No. 

{(1) No such orders have been passed by Government. 

(e)f if) and {h) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Ennoble Minister be 

pleased to state whether any district officer issued such orders? 

Tho Hon'blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Yes, Sir, as far ns information goes, some district officers have passed 
such orders. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister bo 

pleased to state whether it was with the con.sent of the Government? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HABHEM ALI KHAN: 

Government w'as not consulted then. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether (i(»vernment approved the action of the officers 
concerned ? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi HABHEM ALI KHAN: 

Of course, the order was passed some time ago in September, 1941, and 
the policy of the Government has been changed now. The present 
Government, I do not think, will pass such orders without examining 
the matter in full. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: 8ir. the Hon’ble Minister baa 
referred to a change in the policy of the Government. Will he be 
pleased to explain it to the House as to where and how this change 
has taken place? 
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, Tkf Hon’lilt Khtn Bahadur Maulvi HABHEM ALi KHANr 

Tliis is too wide and too vague a question, and it is not possible lor 
me to reply. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, as the protector of the 
rights of the members of the House, I appeal to you to consider that 
when a positive statement like a change of policy is made, it is only 
fair that memWrs should be told what is in the mind of the Ilon’ble 
Minister. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has said that it 
is a broad question of policy. It is not possible for the Hon'ble 
Minister to state the entire policy of the Government with reganl to 
this particular question. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I do not want any state, 
ment on the entire policy of the Government, but on the change in the 
policy of the Government with regard to the subject-matter of tho 
question to which he answered. 


Tht Hoffi’bla Khan Bahadur Maulvi HABHEM ALI KHANr 

The change, Sir, as I have already stated, is that without empiiry and 
without being satisfied no order will he passed for exteriiiixMjl or 
internment of any rnemher of the society. 


Paataga money and reatriotion on intamoaa. 

*213. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hoir hie Minister 
in charge of the Horae Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether persons against wlMm exterument or inteniineiit orders 
are passed are paid any |>assag€ money to destinulioiis and 
allowance during the journey they are ordered It) undertake; 

(h) whether such i)ersons are asked to explain their conduct in 
connection w'ith any subversive activities or any activitiea 
prejudicial to the interest of Government with which they 
are suspected to l)e connected at any time l>efore or after 
orders are passed; 

(c) whether the condition of their health, the condition of the road, 

the mode of conveyance, the distanr^ of the thana from the^ 
residence of the persons concerned and the season of the year 
are taken into consideration before any such person is ordered 
to report himself perio<lically to the thana; and 

(d) whether any allowance is paid to the internee for his personal 

maintenance daring the period of his internments 
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TtM Hon’btt Khan Btfitdiir MtMlvi HASHEM ALI KHAN (on 
behalf of the Hon’Me Mr. A. K. Fazliil Huq): (a) Ten, but only in 
special cases. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No allowance are at present being paid. 

Dr. 8URE8H DHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minisier be pleased to state whether, before any order is passed involv- 
ing externnient or internment, the economic position of the person 
concerned is enquired into — whether he has got money enough to go to 
the place of externment or internment ? 

The Hon*blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; 

No, it is not done before the order is passed, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us what are the facts and circumstances that are taken into 
consideration for treating a case as a special case as referred to in the 
answer 

The Hon’bta Khan Bahadur MauIvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN; 

In n special case there are various circumstances to be considered — 
the pecuniary circumstuiK'es in addition to the position of the member 
concerned, the difficulties wliich he has to undergo for his transfer or 
removal from one place to another, whether he has means to pay or 
not — all these are considered. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE; Does the Honble 
Minister know that in the (use of many internees and externees, orders 
have been passed jirohibiting tlieni from mixing with any student and 
thus making it impossible for them to earn their living.^ 

Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

1 will look into the question. 

Interview with Mr. 8arat Chandra Boaa. 

*223. (SiiOKT Noticf.) Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: (a) 

W^ill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state whether Mrs. Sarat Chandra Bose has been granted an 
interview with her husband, Mr. S. C. Bose, at Markara? 

(6) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Mrs. Bose and her children will be permit- 
ted to stay in the same bungalow where Mr. Bose is living? 
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II the reply to (6) is in the negatire, will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangement has been made for the temporary 
residence of Mrs. Bose and her children at MarkaraP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any arrangement for electric light and water-taj) in the bungalow in 
which Mr. Bose is residing at present? 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 
Pbzlul Huq): (n\ It is understood that tlie Government of India 
have intimated to Mrs. Bose tliat they are prepared to allow her to 
interview her husband at Markara. 

(h) and (r) This Government have no information. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: AVill the Parliamentary Secretary 
l>e ])leas<'d to stale whether Government is aware of the contents of 
the letter of Mr, Sanit Cliandra Bose written to Mrs. S. C. Bose on the 
IStli March >tjiting the ftdlowing facts; “I liavi* been lodged in a 
bungalow lieie. It is an old bungalow and has apj)ar'ently not been 
used for many year>. The living rooms are dark and ill-ventilate<l. 
There is no electric light In this bungalow and no water-tap either. 
Water is to be fet( bed from .some distance. TIhto st^eiiis to )>e sc’.arcity 
of water here. This bungalow has apparently been converted into a 
sort of temporai'N jail and there are the usual paraphernalia 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: t)rder, order. Mr. Ghose. you want 
to know wlicthei tin* Parliamentar\ Secretary in aware of the (‘ontent# 
of that letter. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, it is a c^msored letter and, 
therefore, 1 \%ouId like to draw the attention of the House to the 
contents of the letter. Let me coiir^dete the sentence. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Xo, you cannot read the whole letter. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Sir, I would like to draw your 
attention to the fact tliat it the Parliamentary Secretary does not 
know, some light .should lie thrown on it. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My difficulty is this. You ought to 
have given this letter to me first. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: All right, Sir. I am submitting 
that letter to you. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, at this stage yon cannot do that. 
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Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 would 
like to ask a question, this beiftg the last day of the session. What I 
want to ask is, that we were promised a few days ago that the tribunal 
to consider the release of political prisoners would be announced 
within a week. More than ten days have gone 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry, you please put that ques- 
tion after the present matter is finished. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, let me put the question. The 
Parliamentary Secretary may reply when they will he in a position to 
announce the names of persons forming that tribunal. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: As regards the question put by 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, I have no information. With regard to the 
question put by Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, I have also no information 
on the point. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GHOSE: Will the Parliamentary Secre- 

tary be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the bungalow in 

which Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is living at present, there i.s no 
arrangement for water and Mrs. Bose and her diildren are not being 
allowed to stay in that very bungalow during the time of their 
interview? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: In this connection may I make the 
whole position clear. Mr. Bose is a prisoner of the Government of 

India and, as such, the proi»er way to ascertain facts concerning 

Mr, Bose is by a question in the Ontral Ass^onbly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the years 19^‘I-»35, Mrs. Bose 
and her children were allowed to live in the same bungalow with 
Mr, Bose whereas that arrangement is now being refused ? 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: I have no information. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary be pleased to .stale whether it is a fact that there is no electric 
light in the bungalow, and Mr. Bose has got to pass his time and has 
got to read hi.s books with the help of a kerosene lamp? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: She has already stated that it is not 
poasible for the Bengal Oovemment to answer that. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CJIOSEl Will QoT7«riim«nt consider the 
desirability of moving the Government of India to consider all these 
facts to make necessary arrangements so that when Mrs. BOse and 
her children go there for interview they may be allowed to live in the 
same bungalow with Mr. Bose? 


MrSa'HASINA MURSHEDs The Hon’hle Minister will certainly 
consider the propriety of taking up the question with the (lovernment 
of India. 

Mr, P, BANERJI: Is the Parliamentary Secretary aware tliat the 
Chief Minister made a statement in tliis House to the effect that the 
Bengal (government is in communication with the Central (Government 
to look after the comforts of Mr. Bo.se? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: No, a.s I w’B.s not present. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Do we take it that l)ecauHe 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested under the or<lers of the India 
Government, this (Government have no responsibility whatsoever to 
look into the complaints? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Yes, that is so. 


Point of prtvilogo. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; On a point of privilege, Sir. 
I wull not take more than one minute. The HonTde Chief Minister 
stated on the floor of the House in reply to certain supplementary 
qdeationa about orders issued by’ Collectors that he would get the 
correct information l>efore tlie session was over. Till now nothing 
has been done. I beg of you, Sir, as the protector of our rights to 
«ee that the.se Ministers carry out the promiseg they make in your 
presence and on the floor of the Hou.se. When shall we get that 
information ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 shall ti'y the information on 

your behalf. 

Mr. tfiNATH BANERJI ! Gn a point of privilege, Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERS Order, order. The Hon’ble Mr. Baau 
will now speak. 
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InoidMit it SMidih Station. 

Thi Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, yesterday on 
the floor of the House, my honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath 
I)etta, made a reference to a certain incident which took place at the 
Sealdah Station. I stiid yesterday that I had no infonnation beyond 
what was mentioned to me in a casual manner by the Secretary of the 
Marwari Relief Society. Since then I have caused enquiries to be 
made, and I am in a position to make a sUitement as to the steps which 
Governmenf have taken in this matter, and I hope, Sir, that the House 
wiU jrive me the indul^rence of making that statement available to the 
House. Mr. Tulsiram Siirao^i, Secretiirv, Marwari Relief Society, and 
Mr. De.sai of the Indian Ciiamher of Commerce ran^j up Mr. K. Sen, 
Special Officer, Civil Defence Co-ordination Department, on the evening* 
of the 14th March last and told him about the incident. According 
to them a European .soldier wa^ dashing along tlie platform and was 
about to collide against the groups of refugees who had arrived by 
train. Some of tlie volunteers exjMistulated niih him, when he got 
enraged and pushed a small retugee boy into the narrow splice l>etw'een 
the edge ot the platform and the train. The train was not moving and 
the boy was hurt though not very seriously. Mr. Samogi then inter- 
vened and siHike to the soldier. The soldier ua^ alnuit to assault him 
and then went away. Mr. 8<iruogi and Mr. De.s;ji also told Mr. Sen 
that the> had re|K)rted the matter to Mr. Holland, the Additional 
Secretary, Public Flealth and local Self-Government Department, who 
happened t-o l»e present on the platform on behalf of the Evacuees' 
Reception (■ommittee at some distance fmm the place of orcurrenre. 

Oil receiving this information on the teleplione Mr. Sen at once 
tried to get into touch with Mr. Holhmd, but le<irnt tbat he had left 
the Sealdah Station. Mr. Sen then rang up the Military Officer in 
charge of the Military Families’ Reception Office on the Sealdah plat- 
form. The officer told Mr. Sen, that fie hail not seen but had heard of 
the incident. The soldier concerned did not l>elong to his staff and 
wa.s pre.suinafily not on duty. He had not also been recognised by any 
member of his staff. The ofti(M»r, however, promised to make enquiries 
and to inform Mr. Sen of the results next morning. On the following 
morning the officer rang up and told Mr. Sen that the man had not 
fieeii traced. Mr. Sen requested him to make further enquiries and to 
let him know if anything definite was found. Mr, Sen has not heard 
from him since then. 

Mr. Sen was fold by Mr. Saraogi and Mr. Desai that Mr. Holland 
luid promised to take up the matter which was, therefore, left in 
Mr. Holland’s hands. 

The matter was brought up again at the meeting of the Evacuees' 
Reception C-ominittee on the 20th Manh, 1942. At that meeting 



POINT OF PRIVILEGE. 


im.] 




• 

Mr. Holland stated that he proposed to take up the matter with the 
Brigadier but that he wanted the names of the gentlemen who had seen 
the occurrence before he did so. He had alreaily asked Mr. Saraogi 
for the names and Mr. Saraogi had promised to give him the names 
but he had not actually done so. Mr. Sanwigi then promised to send 
the names to Mr. Holland. 


Mr. Saraogi actually sent the names t(» Mr. Holland on the 2r)th 
March, 1942. The names given by him were those of Mr. M. V. Ooiigh- 
Govia, a (\)uncillor of the ('4ilcutta Corporation, and Mr. Sachindra 
Das Gupta of the Bengal Provincial Congre.ss Committee. 

In the meantime Mr. Holland spoke to the Child Secretary, who 
authorised him to write direct to the Brigadier. Mr. Holland wrote to 
Brigadier Costin on the 2()th March, 1942. In his letter lie gave a 
detailed account of the incident and mentioned the fact that it had 
caused considersihle indigiuition among the h\ -.stan<lers. Mr. Holland 
requested the Brigadiei to cau.se an enquiry to he made to di.scsiver tho 
culprit and to take .steps .so that similar incidents may be avoided. 
Mr. Hollaml aKo offered his personal assistance in the enquiry. 

On the 27th Marcli, 1942, Mr. Holland receiverl a reply from 
Brigadier ('^>stin wlio said timt eiopiiries were being made ami that tlie 
results would he (communicated to Mr. Holland. 


We are now awaiting further communication from the Brigadier, 
on receipt of which steps will he takeu in the matter. 


Point of privilego. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERUEE; On a point oi pnvilc^e, Sir. The 
other day the Hoii’hle Chief Minister assured us that he would announce 
the personnel of the tribunal within a week and on that matter a 
question has been asked, but we hav<® not liejird any reply. Ap^irt from 
questions, Sir, we are entitled to an itnnouncemeni within a week ns 
the (’liief Minister mode a definite promise to that efl’ect. I put the 
supplementary question in the morning and I was assured tliat in the 
evening it would be replied. 

Tht Hoffi*blf Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: As h< inoiirahle 
members are aware, the Chief Minister was away at Delhi on very 
important busiiiess of an all-India character. In the meantime, steps 
have been taken to ascertain from the gentlemen who were to he 
approached in this conne( twin <i.s to whether they are in a position U* 
accept the offer. Cn fortunately, Sir, we have not yet received any 
reply, and it is difficuit to make any statement at this stage in the 
absence of any acquiescence or (x>nseDt on the part of (hose who will 
be approached for the purpose of taking up positions in the tribunal. 
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Rumours about Mr. iubbat diamtra Boio^ 

Mr. MfHAREHDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, may I with your permission ask whether Government will be 
prepared to make a statement on a matter of great public importance — 
I refer, Sir, to the recent crop of rumours with regard to Deshgourab 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Sir, Mr. Bose disappeared on the 26th 
January, 1941. Ever sint'e thiit date there have been various rumours, 
but we are not told as to what steps Government took with a view to 
ascertain his whereabouts and his present state of health. He dis- 
appeared under mysterious circumstances at a time when he was 
eeriously ill and that added to the concern of his countrymen. The 
latest news about him has been disquieting to the extreme and various 
reports and counter-reports, contradictions and counter-oontra diet ions 
have appeared in the Press. On one occasion Government did make 
a statement about Mr. Bose being in Axis countries, which was not 
corroborated by the Secretary of State for Indui in london in a 
subsequent statement. We are left absolutely in the dark and all sorts 
of rumours are being allowed to be spread in the Press. Therefore, 
it is high time that on a matter of such great public concern the 
Ooverniuent, I submit, should make a statement as to what steps they 
are taking to obtain information alxiut his wdiereabouts. Is it not 
possible for Government, if it is surmised that Mr. Bose is outside 
India at the present moment, to address a query through the Govern- 
ment of India to the Soviet Government to fiml out whether he is in 
Soviet Bussia or in any other country!'' 

• Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Home Minister is absent. 
I do not know whether any other Minister can give an answer on 
behalf of the Home Minister, It w’ould be proper to get a reply, if a 
reply is necessary, from the H^n’Me Home Minister and he is abseht 
today. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; I wish to draw your 
attention to this, that these rumours are having a very, very detrimental 
effect 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Don t pay any heed to rumours. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I wish to draw your 
attention to this particular point, that the rumours of Mr. Bose's death 
which are unoorrobonited and unconfirmed are having a very detrimental 
effect on the aged mother of Mr. Bose. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 

Bengal responsible for thaty 
responsible for that. 


How do you hold the Government of 
The Government of Bengal are not 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is incumbent on 
the Government of Bengal to take steps to ascertain facts. Utterly 
false reports ai^ being allowed to be circuLited in the Bengal Press. 
False and unconfirmed rumours of this nature must be stopped. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1942. 

*Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. I wish the 
Ifon’ble Minister in charge (d the Kducation Department, while intro- 
ducing thi." Hill, should imve explained to the Hou.se the nxisons why 
the p^cviou^ Hill had been <lropp«*d after it had passeil through the 
Select (’•oniinittee and cori'^iderat ion 4d tluit Hill had been taken up and 
proceeded witli ])\ (he House in November last and why a new Hill has 
been intioduced at the fag-end of the se.ssion with such an unusually 
short notice The Mniistr\ owes an explanation to the members of the 
House an uell a." to the public outsi^le wh\ after incurring the 
expenditure ot ^uch a huge amount of the public money, that Hill was 
g-iven up. Tlie pre\ioU'« Hill wa'* seriousl> opjvosed b\ a section of tlie 
Hindus hea<led by Dr Svamaprasad Mookerjee, mainly on the grounds 
tliat it pnivided for communal representation in the Hoard, the 
Kxeimtive (ommittee.s and in the vanou*. sub-commit t<*es. Kxcejitiou 
was also taken to the represent^it ion of Kurojieans on the Hoard. 
Complaint was also made reganling inadecjuate jimvision of financial 
assi.slance by the (Government. The pre.sent Hill also jirovides for 
communal representation not only im the I^mrd and the Executive 
Committee, hut also in the various suh-committees. e.g., the Einance 
Committee, the (Girls’ Secondary Education Committee, the Recognition 
and Grant.s Committee, the Examination (.’ommittee, the Voaitional 
Education Committee and the Physical and Military Education (’om- 
mittee. Not only that, provision has also been made for an Islamic 
Secondary Education Committee and a Hindu Secondary Education 
Committee which was quite unknown in the former Hill. Although 
provision for communal representation was made in the fonner Bill, 
yet it was not so communal a.s the present Bill and on that score several 
speakers from the Congres.s side condemned the Bill with all the 
vehemence they were capable of in the course of their speeches 
yesterday. It has been freely admitted b\ some of those speakers 
including Dr. Sanyal that the present Bill is calculated to divide the 
people into different sections and that it continiies to be more defective 
17 
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than its predecessor. Dr. Banerjee, another speaker from the Congress 
side, went so far as to characterise the Bill as a retrograde measure and 
deprecated communal representations and ridiculed" the idea of 
providing for a Hindu Secondary Education Committee. As 
regards Government contribution also it is the same in both 
the Bills. Why then the Hindus are silent over the Bill? 
Why no protest is raised by the so-called nationalist Hindu 
Press or the nationalist Hindu leaders out.side this House? Sir, the 
reiisc)n is not far to seek. In the present Bill, not only in the Executive 
Council but also in various .sub-committees I have mentioned betore, 
Hindu predominance has been fully and effectively assured as lias been 
clearly shown by my learned and honouralde friend, Mr. Fazlur Kali man 
of l)acc4i, in course of his speech in connection with the constitution 
of tlie Imdies concerned, and I need hardly tliink it necessiiry to repejit 
the arguments here. It is therefore obviou.s that the opposition to the 
previous Bill by a section of the Hindus whose vested interests in the 
Calcutta University were likely to be affected was not really for its 
communal character but for an <ipprehension that the Muslims with the 
Government officials on their .side might have a predominant voice in 
llie constitution of the BoiU'd as well as the Executive (Vmncil and the 
sub-committees and that ultimately the benefits and the privileges 
they have been so long enjoying through the Calcutta University might 
be hiken away from them. Hence, so much heat and controversies 
W'ere raised by them throughout the length and breadth of the country. 
And we have seen how Dr. Syamaprasnd M<K)kerjec has ultimately 
succeeded in overtlmiwing the Bill. Having come into power now, he 
has produced this pre'jent Bill. This is a matter of history now. and 
I do not lik<* to enter into its details. Sir, it has been .siiid and perhaps 
very justly saij] that the present Bill i.s no improvement on its 
predecessor. In the Statement of (Objects and Ke;usons of the Bill it 
has been mentioned that Secondary Education in this province has been 
expanded on an unplanned basis ouffng to lack of any single directing 
authority. There are alamt 1,400 secondary schools in the province 
including the Government high sch<K)ls. The private .scho<ds, as we 
all know, are ill-staffed, ill-|Kiid and ill-ecjuipped. Altliougb the 
University has annually iiuide lakhs of rupee.s fRuii tlie fees of the 
Matriculation Examination and publication of the text-lnmks it has not 
spent even a single farthing over .secondary schools or for the improve- 
ment of .seiondary e<lucs»tion in this country. It pampered the post- 
gmdiuBe department tit the wst of Secondary Ikiucation. But yet the 
(xtntrol of htdding the Matriculation Examination by the Board lias not 
been given to it in this Bill, like its predecessor. The present Bill liaa 
also left the (xmduct of the Matriculation Examination with the 
Calcutta University. The contribution proposed to be given by the 
Government in this Bill to the Secondary Education Board will be 
too inadequate to give necessary financial assistance to all the secondary 
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schools whose number is not likely to be decreased in the near future. 
It is, therefore, essential that the conduct of the Matriculation 
Examination should be taken away from the University and vested in 
the Board. The secondary schools are Imdly in need of money, and it 
is quite unjust and unfair that the profits arising? from their activitiee 
should be utilised to swell the resources of the University. A provision 
has, boWever. been made in this Bill to give compensation to the 
.University if it ceases to hold the Matriculation Examination. I 
strongly oppose this provision as there is absolutely no justification f(»r 
giving oompensiition to the T^niversity which has so long enjoyed the 
profits on the Matriculation Examination to the detriment of secondary 
education in this province. Sir, it has been .said that the Government 
control has been mellowed down in this Bill to some extent. But that 
is not correct. If you calculate the number of officials in both the 
Bills it would be (piite (dear that there wdll be the same amount of 
control by offici^ils in this Bill as its predecessor. Hence as I said, the 
present Bill cannot be given preference t-o th<* former one on that score 
also. Representation of Europeans or the Anglo-Indians on the IhMird 
also remains the Siiine. It has been mentioned by one of the speakers 
that there is some improvement in the minor details. He further said 
that the technical, commercial, inilustrial and agricultural edui'ation 
have been brought within the scope of the Se<H)ndary Education Board 
in this Bill. But I believe, the definition of secondary education in the 
former Bill, after it had emerged from the Select (’ommittee, was wide 
enough to include these kinds of ediuation t-<» be secondary education. 
There is no .special or essential feature in this Bill, ddie Bill it 
nothing hut a d<Mlge to <iupe the people. It may dupe the Muslim 
members who are supporting the present Ministry, hut not us or any 
other intelligent peojde. It is a C4iinouflage which imiy deceive ray 
Muslim friends on the opposite, hut not anylM)d\ else. I appeal to 
them with oil the earnestness at my (HUiimaiid to hnik into the pisivisions 
of*the Bill and their imjdicatious a little more carefully and minutely 
and decide for themselves whether they should sup|Kjrt the Bill is 
which the position of the Muslims wull he much worse. There should 
he no hurry to pivss the Bill. Let it go to the public once more and 
that for a short time ami let us see what verdict tliey pass on it. 

With these word- I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. 8YEO BAORUDDUJA: Sir. I Imd IK) mind t-o disturb the 
House with any infliction of sjieech thi.s morning. As a matter of fact, 
Sir, thrx)ughout tlie Budget Session I have oh.served a discreet silence, 
perchance any unguarded expre.ssion uttered in a moment of excitemeai 
or irresponsibility might, instead of ^Knithing troubled water*, 
accentuate the bitterness between Muslim friends <»pposite and Muslims 
on this side of the House. I had further no mind to take part in the 
debate because to di.scuss the provisions of the Bill at this stage and 
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thus anticipate the decisions of the Select Committee would be 
premature. But certain friends of the Congress persuasion, creating, 
as they have done, a misleading impression in the House have com- 
pelled me to join issue with them. I would like, therefore, to remove 
the misconceptions that might be lurking in some minds at the earliest 
possible opportunity. Sir, if I have pleaded for better understanding 
and deeper reconciliation between communities and communities in 
Bengal, 1 would plead for a deeper contact between Mussalmans and 
Mussalmans — blood of the same blood, l)one of the same bone, flesji 
of the same flesh, representing the same civilization, the same culture, 
the same traditinn.s, the same ideologies ond the siime outlook on life 
and life’s problems. Sir, we have been always against class domina- 
tion. thir intention has never been to injure Muslim interests or 
wound Islam in any way, but only to operate upon the wounds that 
were festering into the body-politic of Bengal, But, alas, the woubd'S 
are healed up, but I doubt very much if the piitient has .survived. AVe 
have never fought Islam or Islamic ideals, but a class domination, 
pure and simple. I can a.ssure my friends opfmsite that if behind the 
trappings of office, u coterie raises its head, tlmt head must be struck 
down; if any group domination crystallizes or assumes any tangible 
sha]M‘, our plain duty will be not merely to resist or thwart it but to 
crush it (Mit of e.xistence. Sir, we are against domination in any form 
or sliape, not merely in the political or administrative sphere but in 
the educational sphere as well. This is the re»aM)n \\\\y we pl^id for 
adecpiate representation of Muslims on the Secondary Board of 
Kilnoalioii. We shall not allow jiny enenmehment upon our rights, 
saireil and inviolable, ami pn)|>ose to maintain our cultural integrity 
ami pcditical identity under all circumstances. 


Sir, Dr. Nalinak'^lin Sanyal .seemed to be nationalistic enough 
ye'ilenlay and hinted at Muslim repre.senUition as calculated to stifle 
nationalist aspirations in the sphere of education. Dr. Sanyal i.s not 
heir inday, but may I ap|>eal to liiin that if he is nationalistic enough, 
if he is broadminded enough, if he has got the vision of the vast 
♦dmatiomvl |>ossibilities in Bengal, will he, in the interests of 
iiuli<malisni itself, allow the Secondary Board of Education to be 
nianne<l b\ Muslims alone ^ If we c'ould hitherto entrust the educa- 
tional d("it lilies t)f Muslims in the hands of our Hindu brethren, there 
is no reason why Dr. Sanyal and people of his way of thinking wouM 
hesitate in entrusting their education to our care. But I am afraid 
there is a fly in the ointment. If Dr. Sanyal does not want 
Pakisthanijiation in education, would he concede to the nationalisation 
of the same? 

Another friend of the Congress persuasion seemed to carry things 
to their logical conclusion yesterday. Obsessed with his pet theory of 
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Socialism, he would allow no quarters for religious instructions in his 
scheme of educational reconstruction of the province. Divorced from 
religion, culture and cultural associations, without any incentive to 
human initiative this queer theory of Socialism has transformed human 
beings into so manj’ soulless machines in the name of economic 
freedom. But man does not live hy bread alone. I want a system 
which, W'hile providing for ewnomic reconstruction of human society 
on a solid an<l secure foundation, arranges for ade(iuate facilities for 
(he fulfilment of the cultuixil, religious, moral, spiritual, and emotional 
possibilities of man. We are not slaves of any slogan or civilization 
and do not propose to derive inspiration from questionable ([uarters — 
quarters hostile to the spirit and genius of Islam. We refuse to derive 
any inspiration from Karl M^irx, Lenin, Tames, Benthan, Huxley or 
Mill when we can afford to have this from an infinitely gre<iter man 
who has been responsible for the mightiest revolution in human 
society in every sphere of life— I mean the great Vixiphet of Arabia. 
He has propounded the theory of social and religious reconstruction 
of siK'iety — a theor\ comprehensive, bio;»d-l>ased, logic4il, consistent 
with the ordered progress ot Iniman society and comiKitible with the 
growth and evolution ot world civilization and culture winch, wdiile 
providing for economic freedom in human society, satisfies the liigliest 
cultural and spiritual cravings of man. I wxmld declare in no uiu'ertain 
terms here and now’ like the Anib Imiv of yore that we 1h)w to no 
created being on earth: our Prophet bids us yield adulation to none but 
Almighty God. If w’e sit at all we sit on ecjual terms: if wc speak at 
all, we spe«ak in equal accents. We shall not siurifice our cultural 
identity, jKilitical integrity or .social individuality before any |K)^'er, 
any organisation, any individual, however great or eminent. We are 
Muslims: we propti^e to remain Muslims througliout • we an* Muslims 
first, Muslims last and Muslims always. In this connection 1 would 
like to cure the mental abherations of s<unp misguided isditiciaiiM in 
India who have, in sea.‘*on and out ftf s^*ason, confused the real is^ue hy 
indulging in the sentimental effusions that we are Indians fir^t and 
Muslims or Hindus next, Ma^ I assure this House that this is a 
misleading impression sought to he fTeate<l onl> to hoodw’ink the 
public. We are Muslims hy virtue of the religion we profes.s, Indians 
because of the geographical unit to which we belong, Bengalis because 
of the province that has given us our birth. One can he a father, a 
brother, a husband, a son and a friend at the same time; father with 
reference to his own children, brother wdth reference to his own 
brothers, husband with reference to his wife, son wdth reference to hi« 
parents and friend with reference to his own friends. There is no 
conflict anywhere. Fortunately for us. Islam is not inconsistent with 
nationalism or patriotism; it is not in any way incompatible with the 
noblest urge for freedom and liberty or with the other genuine 
aspirations of human life. 
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Sir, in the course of the discussion yesterday, Mr. Wordsworth 
pleaded that education should be always for the sake of education, 
irre.speetive of Muslim, Hindu or Scheduled Caste representation on the 
Secondary Education Board. I say, bmvo ! We too plead for 
edui^ution for the sake of education and not for illiteracy or ignorance. 
But will Mr. Wordsworth be prepared to carry this theory to its logical 
ooncluMion? If education for the sike of education has to be conceded, 
wh y not freedom for the sake of freedom, India for the sake of Indians; 
and why not Imnds off Asia and India? What does he mean by 
♦duoation for the stike of education? Tloe.s lie mean that kind of 
education which creates the real urge in the human mind for spoliation, 
ruination, exploitation and emascuLition the weaker nationalities 
and communities all over the world? Does he mean hy that education 
a peculiar standard which culminates in fashionable dissipations, mid- 
night revels ami mild sensations of the ball-room? Mr. Wordsworth 
would have done well if he only (‘ared to define education in all its 
bearings and implications. Does his education mean the maiiufiict iiT'e 
of bombs and nuichine-guns and all those destriutivc weafxins of modern 
warfare for the comjilete destruction <»f the <*ntire human race? I do 
not think wi* need derive any inspinition fixun Mr. Wordsworth aluuit 
education and culture. We, Muslims, have s[H)kcn the last word on 
culture. The finest definition of education and culture was given by 
Imam Jafarus-Biuleque under the guidance and inspiration of the great 
Prophet of Arabia, “the enlightenment ot the heart is its essence, 
truth its principal object, inspiration its guide, (tod its inspirer and the 
words of men are its utterer.” In other words, the real object of 
education should he to chasten and juirify the human heart, to elevate 
and eniudde it and to purge it <dejin of all tlie dro.ss and accretions 
that g4itlier ixmnd it so that the stream of human life might flow in its 
prist ine purity. That is the inspiration we want: not any inspiration 
from Karl Marx and I/enin, hut real inspiration from the gretitest 
Pro])het of Islam who discovered (Ijc real theory of life and testified .to 
the eternal truths from alM)\e. ''If a Muslim is true to himself and his 
ideals, he must have derived inspiration from the real fountain-head 
of life, the Holy (iuoran. Similarly, Sir, if a Hindu is true to his 
ideals he must he inspired hv the teachings of the Bhagluit Gita and 
the V paiiishads. And u Christ ian to he a true Christian should also 
link himself up with the real currents of ('hristian culture as revealed 
ifi the Bible. 

Before I (xmidude. Sir. may I assure the House that we will discuss 
the provisions of the Bill threadbare in the Select Committee and shall 
be able to make neces.sary adjustments. We will sit across a .table 
and discuss the question of secondary education in a calm and die- 
passionate spirit and decide the fate of Muvslims, Hindus and other 
•omniunities in Bengal. We want to be adequately represented in the 
future scheme of educational reconstruction of the entire province but. 
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Sir, we refuse to submit to any domination, either in the administrative, 
political or educational sphere. We must have our own; not an iota 
of Mmslim cultural and educational rights must be sacrificed. \Ve want 
to maintain our Lslamic culture in all its integrity and entirety. 

With these words. Sir, I support the motion for referring the Bengal 
Secondary Education Bill to Select rommittee. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am .sorr\ 1 cannot allow any other 
speaker, because I will have to close this debate, ami I will also have 
to take up another small Bill. I will adjourn the ITou.se just at II 
today. So T am .sorr\ I cannot allow any other speaker today. 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr Deputy 
Speaker. Sir, the simple (juestion before the House now at this stage 
is whether iua'ording to my substantive motion the Bill should be 
referred to a Select r^ommittee or according to the amendment it 
should go into circulation to elicit public opinion. On this simple 
point discussion has taken a rambling oour.se without a distinct eye on 
the mam issue before the House Asa matter <d fact, from the learned 
debates yesterday I ha%e not come acTo^s eNen a single gtoiind on 
which the motion foi cuculation is Iwised They f>rocee<led on the 
other hand to discuss various provisions of the Bill for whi<di in my 
humbfe judgment the time wa'^ not opp<»rtune. As a matter of [a<‘t, 
the motion lor circulat mn lias not been seriously presseil. Dr. Sanvul 
said that if the Ifoirhle Minister for Kdimatioii would agree to all the 
clauses of the Bill beimj’ fiilh considered in the Seleid (Vunmittee he 
would not jues*, liis motion for circulation. Dr Sanyal hardly neeiled 
an assurance from me. As an «d<l member of the Assembly he know's 
that the Select (’ommitlee can make any addition or alteration even to 
the extent of making a recommendation which would alt^r the 
cliaracter of the Bill itsfdf. In tKHit view of the case I do not think 
that any assurance i.s needed. I have launched my vessel on the waves. 
I.»et it go to the Select Committee. The said Select (Vmimittee can 
give it a definite shape if they are not .satisfied with the provisions 

that we have on behalf of (lovernmeiit incorporated within the Bill 

itself. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir The 
Hon’ble Minister lias .said that we could tear and chop the Bill as we 

like in the Select Committee. The same ciuestion arose in conne<*tion 

with anolher Bill and another Select Committee and the ruling was 
given that except for the clause.s alre<idy circulated we wuld not 
intro<luco a new item, a new clause, or a new idea. May I ask your 
ruling whether the statement made by the Hon'ble Minister is correct 
or not ? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Possibly he meant with regard to minor 
details. He did not mean the principle of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Yes, Sir, that 
is so. Once the principle of the Bill is accepted, you can make any 
alterations in the provisions thereof. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Hon hie Minister is in 
conflict. Even after accepting the principle of the Bill, no additional 
or extra matter can be brought in bp\ond that mentioned in the clauses 
tlial exist. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a fact, but as regards the 
interpretation of the speech of the Hon’ble Minister you Ciin form your 
own opinion, 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: On a point of older, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has just now said that not only can there be addition 
or alteration in the clauses themselves, but the character of the Bill 
itself may be altered. We want to know whether this is a correct 
profwsition or not. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please. I am deciding a point 
of order. 

Let the Hon’ble Minister proceed on and then we will see. If 
necessary, I will give you my ruling afterwards. 

Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: Xhrohgh you, Sir, we want an assurance 
from the Hon’ble Minister that he will call the meeting of the Select 
Committee as early as possible. Our infornration is that he will uev< 3 r 
call a meeting of the Select (Vmimittee. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: My point of order i.s this. C^in we 
«t this stage in this House discuss the powers and the rights of a 
Select (’ommittee regarding a Bill? We have no such rights to discuss 
them here. The Bill is going to the Select Committee. What are the 
powers and rights and liberties of a Select Committee are not within 
the jurisdiction of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Select Committee is bound by the 
orders of this House. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, the 
principle of the Bill has not up till today l)een disputed nor in the 
discussion that took place yesterday was even any hint thrown^)ut that 
the principle is not sound and the matter cannot jfo before the Select 
Committee. From the year 1919 when the Sadler Commission made 
its recommendations, the matter has been uppermost in the mind of 
the educiited jxipulation of the province of Benpil, and it must be said 
to the discredit of the (lovernment of Bengal tliat, as a matter of fact, 
we are lagginpr behind in introducing a Bill for advancing the cause of 
secondary education. 

Sir, the main i)rin(iples underlying the Bill whicli we have in view 
.are, firstly, the (x)nstitutioii ot a Board to have \inifying influence over 
all the edumtional institution> ; second l\ . to make it an autonomous 
body with as little interference from the Pno\incial (loverriment as 
possible; and, tliirdl^, to hM>k to the educjilion of the various im- 
munities inhabiting this large [»rnvince according to the genius of the 
communities themselve> — in other words, retaining their sefmrat/e 
identity and at the same time forming a ImxIv, a comity of all the 
communities. Tliese aie the main principles underlying the Bill which 
the (Tovernment have taken in hand to present before the House. 

My friend Mr. Abdul Majid and others asked me to explain why the 
old Bill has been dropped. Well, I have an answ'er for that. I say 

that the old Bill was lying so long in a subcvmscious region of the 

Assembly. It w'as not dropped as they supposed it to be, and that 
lying stage bas been helped to resuscitate into light in the discussions 
that took pliice yesterday in which attempt.s were made to make a 
comparative study of the provisions of the Bills with a vi(‘w to make 
up their mind as to whether the present Bill is an improvement on the 

old Bill or the reverse. Thereiore I H<iy that the <dd Bill is not 

practically de«id. In prc'senting this new Bill w'p have drawn our 
ihspiration fmm the lalwjur.s of th«» (x»!nmittee and from the provisions 
of the Bill as given in the old. Therefore it cannot he said tlmt we 
have not drawm largely from that Bill. We have drawn Largely also 
from the opinioa of expcTts who were chilled to sit in deliberation over 
the provisions of the Report of the Select Committee. Therefore the 
old Bill is not dead. It i.s absorbed in the new one and we awe to a 
very grejit extent to the lahcmr.s of the Select rommittee that waa 
fonued by the previous Ministry. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, some objections have been mised — objections 
that, should be raised, delmted and decided ujmn in the Select Com* 
mittee. I welcome an opp<jrtunity to have different view-poinU of the- 
different communities who find representation on the Secondary Board 
of Education. Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the prehistoric days there was 
a great deluge. Readers of the Testament may know that there was a 
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groat deluge during the time of Prophet Noah. That deluge was for 
the purpose of relieving the world of the accumulated sins of the past 
generations. Noah had a direction from the Almighty,. “You must 
oon.stnict an ark in which you must take a pair of animals of all species 
from the world, so that the creation might still continue after the 
deluge had subsided,” and accordingly Noah took a pair of animals 
of every species of creation in that ark which he took to the highest 
peak of the mountain, namely, of Mount Sinai. Mine is a thing like 
that. It is a small ve.ssel — the country craft, the provincial craft — in 
which we have taken the representatives of all the communities, so 
that the education of the people in general may not suffer because of 
the absence of the presentation of view-points from any particular 
community. Tluit shows why we have a multiplicity of sub-committees 
and all that. My friends over there said yesterday that education 
should be secular and that the Secondary FMucation Board should aot 
nmke any provision for the religious instruction of an\ community. 
There was an effective reply given hy our honourable friend sitting 
over there. Some reply was given toda\ by Mr. Badrudduja of !ny 
party. I will simply add to it by saying that when I left the f’ouncil 
of State at the parts farewell His Kxcellencs I/ord Irwin told me, 
“Klian Bahadur, if vou are true to \our religion, if you are true to 
yourself, you will have come very near the discovery of the secret of 
life and the discharge of the obligations that human fellowship calls 
U|K)U us all,” 1 cannot tolerate for a single moment any proposition 
like that. A Senior Judge from the Madras Presidency one day asked 
me in conversation, “Khan Ihihadur, can \ou tell me why Bengal 
which led the rest of India is now lagging behind?” The simple 
answer that I gave was, “Sir, because we hu\e taken leave of God and 
God has ac(‘ordingly forsaken us.” I have re^id a bfK>k where it is 
stated that the most successful man is he who i-n most religious; the 
most .scientific man is he who is most religious. The author narrated 
some 10 or 12 sentences with this hv.nlen saying that the most succesB- 
ful man is he who is religious.* Religion is the foundation of every- 
thing. How can you cut off c'onnertion from that foundation? The 
suggestion imide by my friends over there, if I may l>e permitted to 
say so, was simply obnoxious. Therefore we have provided for 
religious eduttition also. 

I do not wish to detain the House any longer because I am looking 
forward to a very full and fair discu.s,siou in the Select Committee and 
if the members of the^ Select Committee would require further informa- 
tion on the subject, the Select Committee has the power to examine 
witnesses too. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! that the Bill be ciroulatod for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the ?!lst July, 1942, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur M. Ahdul Karim that the 
Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1942. he referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 

(2) Dr. Sanaullah, 

(«1) Mr. Ahdul Wahah Khan. 

(4) Dr. Xalinak.slia San>al, 

(•’)) Mr. Hurendra Kumar Sur. 

(d) Mr. Kasik Lai Biswas, 

(7 ) Bahu Premhari Banna. 

(5) l>r, H. C. Mukherji. 

(9) Mr. H. S Sulirawanly. 

<1(>) Mr. Khwaja Shahahuddin, c.u K , 

(11) Mr. Fazlur Hahman (Ihiccai), 

(12 1 Mr. Ahdulla-Al MahimMul, 

(Id) Pai Ilarendra Natli Chaudhuri. 

(1^) ]Mr. Alul Clianilra Sen, 

(l’>i Mr Shaliedali, 

(lt»i Mr W. (’ Woid.swoi th, ( i.h , and 

(17) the Hon’hle Minister in charge of Education l)e|»artment (the 
mover ), 

with iiistruction.s to suhinit tlieii report h\ the dlst July. 1942, the 
numher of members forming the c|^oruiii being nine, 
wa.s then put and agreed to. 


Point of Order, 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
have your ruling on the point of order that was raised on many days in 
succession regarding the powers and duties of the Deputy Speaker in 
the absence of the Speaker. We are very much conm*rne(l that in 
spite of your repeated assurance.s you have not given us \our ruling. 
Today is the last day 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: One minute, Dr, Sanyal. I shall give 
the ruling today after the business in the Order Paper is over. 
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Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendment Bilti 1942. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendment Bill, 1942, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Banerjee, are you moving your 
motions? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: No. Sir I nin (»i)posing 
the motion of the Hou’ble Minister. 

I rise to oppose the Bill ami my rea.sons for objection are as follows. 
First of all, I am opposed to the principle of discrimination that is 
involved in the Bill. 1 am oppo.sed to any principle of discrimination, 
but in this particular case the discrimination has taken a rather very 
ugly shape. Sir, the Bill assumes that tlie labourers are mere (;<>(ni<l(is, 
that the labourers do not abide b> the existing order and that the 
labourers at the earliest opportunity will take to looting, plunder, 
arson and what not. Ah a labour representative, 1 from the very core 
of my heart oppose it, not only oppo.se it but rather condemn the Bill, 
I have much experience of labourers and as a result of this experience 
I can say that they are not so bad as the public in general think them 
to be. On the other hand, I consider the labourers to be as honest, 
if not more honest, than an\ people in the world. The labourers are the 
people who do not exploit any one. They are the people who are lex- 
ploited by all else in the world. The lab(»urers are the only }>eople 
who live by the sweat of their brow and are de]>rived of what they 
earn. If properly approached, the labourers respond with an open, 
heart. That is my experience. Therefore I cannot think for a moment 
that the labourers would be the first men to take to looting and plunder 
if any otjportunity arises. I can gWe you one instance. Two montlts 
back, there was a strike of over 000 people at the Budge-Budge Jute 
Mills. The time is panicky and the labourers also are panicky. I 
thought that during this strike the labourers might do occasional 
violence, especially as the (xovernnient took to repressive measures as 
soon as the strike broke out. The (ioverninent even arrested and 
interned some of the leaders. Still though the labourers continued 
the strike for one mouth perfect peace prevailed. As a result of that 
strike, the labourers lost about Rs. o lakh.s, but they never complained 
of the loss. As a result of the strike, they have as yet in spite of 
repeated assurances from Government got nothing. Still they have 
not done anything. They are perfectly t>^aceful. In this connection, 
I would ask the House to remember one historical oc'casiou — the 
occasion of Russian Revolution in November 1917 — when the 
labourers took possession of the winter palace of the Cwirs at 
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St. PetersbuTg, Tbe palace was lull oi jewels, ornaments, beautiful 
vessels, etc., and the labourers were naturally tempted to appropriate 
them for themselves. But as soon as a voice from behind shouted out 
that no public property would be taken by any one. at once the labourers 
w’ithdrew their stretched out hands, stopped from taking anything. 
That shows the mentality of the labourers. They are the most peace- 
ful people in tjie world; they are the most lovable people in the world; 
they are the most truthful people in the world and tlieN do not exploit 
any one. They do not cheat any one. The\ live h\ honest means, by 
the sweat of their brow. Therefore, Sir, 1 am opposed to tin’s ]>rmciple 
of di.scrimination. I am also opposed to the Bill because the Hill is 
very terroristic. The Bill says that if any man with or witliout any 
dangerous or offensive instrument be found in or neai any dxxdling 
house, he may be taken into custody by a police otlieer without warrant 
and shall be liable on summary trial by a Magistrate to imprisonment 
for a term which ma> extend to three months. la»ok b(»w drastic are 
the provisions of this Bill. No summons is re(|UinMl, no warrant is 
required, an ordinary police officer may arrest a man onl> on suspicion 
and there will be no proper trial, summary conviction, imprisonment to 
a term which ma> extend to d months. The time is aliead\ ])anicky 
and the labourei> are already panick\ . We are bearing all sorts of 
rumours and if on top of that panic this terrorism is ad<led, 1 think the 
labourers will do tilings which in the normal course nl events ihe\ 
would never do. Therefore I oppose the Bill. 

1 hear tliat the Kuropean members of this House are in favour of 
this Bill. As a labour repre.sentative 1 can assure them that if the 
leg'itimate grievances of labourers are redressed, if IIipn can gel wliat 
they have been demanding, if the\ get jirojier dearness allowance, if 
the,\ get proper assurance that the factorie.s will not be burnt down, 
i| they get an assurance that in ease of air raid proper care w ill bi* taken 
of them, if an a.ssurance is given That# in case of casualty the> will be 
properly looked after and their families will be proi>erly looke<] after, 
I can give an assurance that there woll be notliing to feai from 
lalK)urers. Mant’ questions arise in this connection. It raises tin* 
question of .scorched earth pfilicy. Every one of us is Imsy touring 
all the labour areas and we know the mentality of labourers. They are 
hearing that dynamites are being placed underneath (he factories and 
that extreme scorched earth polic\ will be followed by the Government. 
Sir, I do not know what is going to be (he policy of (lovernment in (his 
matter. The labourers should be given an assurunce that whatever 
be fhe result of the battle, whether the British or the Japanese lawome 
victors, no scorched earth policy will be followed in this country. The 
labourers love the mills and factories as much as their proprietors. 
They know that if factories are demolished and burnt down to ashes, 
their source of income will for ever disappear. Therefore, Sir, on 
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behalf of the Government and on behalf of the employers, a definite 
assurance should be given that no acorched earth policy will be follow- 
ed. If such an assurance is given, if the grievances of labourers are 
redressed, if proper A. R. P. arrangements are made and if proper 
relief is given, then I can give an assurance that there will be no need 
for any such drastic legislation. 

Sir, I put in some amendments, but I won’t move them. My 
reasons for not moving them are these. My idea at the time of putting 
in these amendments was this. First of all, there is no need for this 
legislation. Ordinary criminal law is quite enough. In case any 
legislation is thought necessary for a particular set of people, that 
legislation should be extended to the whole of Bengal. My argument 
is this. Don’t have any legislation of this nature at all. But if there 
is to be any legislation at all, if there is to be any coercion, let all of 
us, let the whole of Bengal, bear the l>runt of that coercion. Fir.st of 
all my point is, let there be no legislation. But if there is to be any 
legislation, it should be for us all. But some of my frieiuls are nbt of 
the same opinion. They think that instead of making the whole of 
Bengal suffer let some people suffer; let a particular section suffer. 
It is therefore will great reluctance that I am not moving my amend- 
ments. 1 think that the amendments ought to have been moved. 

With these few words, 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to seriously 
consider my request not to make the labourers more panick,\ h\ pii,Hsing 
such drastic legislation. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. l>eput> Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
motion of the Hon’ble Minister. I am afraid l>r. Suresh Chandni 
Bunerjee lias entirely mistaken the intention and scope of this Bill. 
There is no intention, as I see it, to interfere in an> wa.\ with the law- 
abiding citizen, whether he he a labourer or uhether he he a hurnih 
sahih. This Bill is simply designed «to check the activities of certain, 
organised gangs, who are goin^> about in the industrial areas like 
Asansol (whicli is within the division which I represent) and other 
places 

Mr. KIRAN SHANKAR ROY: Do you mean the Managing 
Director ? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANER4EE; Are not the ordinary laws quite 
sufficient ? 

Mr. I. A. CLARK; They are stealing machinery and all kinds* of 
things which are absolutely essential for those industrial undertakings 
which are vitally engaged in manufacturing products required for the 
war. Therefore, Sir, I beg to support the motion of the Hon’ble 
Minister. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. I am ^hd that 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee has not thought it fit to move im amend- 
ments, but he has made it distinctly clear as to the reasons which 
actuated him in tabling his amendments. I can at once tell him that 
he is labouring under a misai»prehension. This legislation will not at 
all be new. Such legislation is already in existence in Calcutta and 
Howrah.. • It is only extending the sco])e of that legislation in industrial 
areas to wliich such legislation at present <loes not aj)i)l\ . It i> m)t a 
new legislation at all in that sense. ()nl\ the applicabilit\ (d such 
legislation is brought into being m) far as the industrial urea is con- 
cerned. I may remind him that sections and o4A ot the Calcutta 
Police Act which are extended to Howrah are on these lines. It has 
been found necessary that legislation of this character should be made 
available to those who are resjKuisible for the maintenance of peace and 
order and for the .safety of the life and property ot private individuals 
or coi'porations in those industrial areas. 1 refuse to believe that labour 
will grow more paiiickv on account of this legislatiim. Labour is 
essentially, substantiall\ and overwhelmingly honest to the c(»re, and 
they will not have an\ occasion to be afraid of the ajiplicabilit \ «»f such 
• legislation in industrial areas. I am sure Ih*. Banerjee will agrei* with 
me that this intended provision is expected to reach only th(»se who ar(‘ 
habitual thieves and who are so minded as to take advantage of the 
peculiar position in industrial areas to commit thefts either of a petty 
nature t)r on an elaborate scale. It is only such persons who are to be 
hit by this legislation which is now before the House. 

Dr. Banerjee has also raised the (|uestion as to whether this legis- 
lation should be extended to the wlude of Bengal. To a certain extent 
my frieml's argument is self-contradictory. First of all, he sa\s that 
it is not neces.sary, but in the next place he says, if nei^essary, it is 
necessary for the whole of Bengal. I do not quite follow the chain 
of such an argument. In any event 1 think that there is no reason 
whatsoever on the part of honest *labgur or of honest citizen to be 
afraid of the u[)p]icability of this legislation or extension of ojieration 
of this law in Bengal. I think the House will have no hesitation in 
accepting my motion and in passing this legislation. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Sanfosh Kumar Basu that the Bengal 
Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendment Bill, as passed by 

the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into c<»nsideration, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clauses 1, 2, d and 4 and the Preamble stand part 
of the Bill was then put and agreed to. 

The Hofi’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BABU: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas) Amendment Bill, 
lb42, as settled in the Assembly, lie passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Local Self-Governmeiit (Amefidment) Bill, 1941, as passed 
by the CounciL 

Off NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to moye that the Bengal 
Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed by the 
Council 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order, Dr. Sanyal. You cannot 
move that Bill at this stage. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, I have already moved my 
motion. 


Date of submission of Select Committee Reports. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, there are two 
matters to which I would like to draw the attention of the House. 
There are two Bills the date of submission of the Select Committee 
Reports of wdiich has expired. 1 ask for an extension of time. 

1 move that the date of submission of the Select Committee Report 
on the (-alcutta Municipal (Amendment > Bill, 1940, be extende<l to 
vilst July, 1942, and similarlN 1 move that the date of submisdon of 
the Select ('ommittee Report on the Bengal Bure Food Bill, 1940, be 
extended to 01 st July, 1942. • 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER, Is there any objection? 

(No objection was raised from any side of the House.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tl^e time for the submission of tjie 
Select Committee Reports on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, and the Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940, is extended up to 31st 
July, 1942. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May I in this connection, Sir, 
refer to the Bengal Widows’ Home Bill of Begum Farhat Bano 
Khanum. It was sent to the Select Committee and the time for the 
submission of the Select Committee report on that Bill had been 
extended several times. I therefore move that the time should be 
further extended and Government should be asked to expedite the deli- 
berations of the Select Committee. The pill was tabled and moved 
by a member of this party and was referred to a Select Committee, but 
the Select Committee is not being called at all. I submit it is a 
question of privilege of this House. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will look into the file aucl gire iiece:*- 
sary direction. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want to move that time be 
extended in the case of Bengal Widows’ Home Bill to dOth June, 1942. 

Mr.. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who is the mover of that Billy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mrs Shaiiahuddin. 

The Hon’bte Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: 1 k mnv nothing 
about it, Sir. 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941, as passed 
by the Council. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about the Bill that 1 havo 
ulreuiK' jilaoed hetore tlo' House loi eonsitieratuni y Tlie Bill was 
passed hy the Council in September lust, and 1 hojje the House will 
accept it without any amendment. 

Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: On a point ot ordei, Sir. The Bill of 
l>r. Sanyal is a non-ottieiai Bill, but todu\ is the da\ tor (ioveiinnent 
business. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will consider that point of view. 

br. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is that ixunt of view, Siry 
J have moved ni> motion with regard to this Bill and it is now before 
the House lor its consideration The notice, dated the 2t»th March, 
1942, makes it clear that 1 can move m\ motion after (ioveinmenl 
business is finished. 

• Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; 1 h«ve msuited the Home Department 
which has refused to alhit an> da\ for \our Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But you are not to he guided by 
the Home Department, Sir. You have got the rules of the Assembly to 
guide >ou, whatever may be the biassed opinion of the Home Depart- 
ment. If you would refer to the As.sembly Rules of IVocedure you will 
find that there is nothing whatever to prevent non-offieial business 
being taken up on a (jovernmeiit Imsines.H day after (iovernnient busi- 
ness is finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will give my decision on the point of 
order raised by you 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: T am not raising any pdnt of ortler, 
Sir. The Bill is already before the House. 
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Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are in the habit of raising points 
of order off and on and you have done so just now. 

Dr. NAilNAKSHA 8ANYAL: We have got plenty of time. We 
can sit till quarter past eleven. In the meantime the Bill may he 
considered and finished. 

Mr. KhwaJaSHAHABUDDIN: 1 understand, Sir, you will consider 
this question. Will you look up the rules and then give your ruling)' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I jet those who are objecting point 
out the rules. It is no use raising a ,wild cry against the Bill. 


8hort-notice quastion regarding the whereabouts of Babu Priti Rabjan 
Ghosh, wireless operator, Port Blair. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there was a short- 
notice question regarding the whereabouts of Bahu Briti Ranjan Ghosh, 
wireless operator in Port Blair in the Andamans. As the short-notice 
question has not been answered, may I request the Government to let 
us know through the Press or privately what has happened to him? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will request the Government to’uifonn 
you if it is possible for the Government to give you the required infor- 
mation. 

l>r. Sauyal, 1 am definite about your motion. There was a notice 
by the office undoubtedly but after that 1 received another letter from 
the Home Department. I have got the relevant section of the rules — 
section 18. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will >ou kindly read that out? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have read that and I am sure you have 
done that. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: That rule says that every day 
Government busii»ess will have precedence. That does not mean that 
after Government business is finished other business cannot be taken 
up except on Friday. , 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: This much I can do, that 1 will consult 
the Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the rule be read to the House, 
it will be able to judge. 
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Point of Ortter, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you raised a point of order 
ou the floor of the House contending that during the absence of the 
Speaker all the duties of the office of the Speaker should devolve on the 
Deputy Speaker under section (iotJ) of the (lovernnient of India Act, 
including the administration of the Assemhl> Office. So long 1 was 
under fhe impression that you would forget the matter, and I was also 
feeling considerable hesitation in giving my ruling for obvious reasons, 
but when you are pressing for the same day in and day out 1 feel 
constrained to give my ruling on the subject. 

The position is rather ammialous. I am not in a position to state 
whether the post of Speaker is va<‘ant or not a.s provided for in sei'tion 
(ir)(/j) of the Government of India A<“t. If it is dt‘emed vacant, in 
thgt case all the duties of the otliee of tin* Speaker shall devolve on the 
Deputy Speaker till the House elects its Speaker. 

Tlve notifiefiat ion No tS.‘ir)4A H., of Dt A)>ril, l!h‘17, issued by the 
Home Department (Constitution ainl Klcctions) in excn'ise of the power 
('onferred under section L’41 of (he (i(^venlmcnt of India Act is against 
the spirit of section as there is no piovision under whii’h the 

duties of office of the Speaker ma\ he ]iei formed by (lie Deputy Speaker 
when the post of the former is vacant. 1 am fh'fiuitcl\ of opinion that 
clause 18 of the said notification is ultra nrvs. In view of tin* ruling 
given *hy me, it is tlie dut> of the (jro\ernment to secure the alteration 
of clause of the said notification. 

'^’he House stands adjourned till ll-lo a.m. 

The House was accordingly adjourneil at a.m till ll-lo a.m. 

(After ad joiirniuvut . ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I need 
hardly make any speech to add \m what 1 Hai<l rcganling tlic Hengal 
Local Self-Government Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ran tell you one thing. There is 
hardly any time for discussion of this Hill, hut I can assure you that 
I will take up this Hill in the next session, and I hope you will not 
press for it. (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is not this assurance also coming 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charged 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the Hon'bie Minister will agree 
with me. 

The Hon’btf Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Yea, whole, 

hearted ly. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is there any personal under- 
standing between the Chair and tl^ honourable niembers? (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL& In view of the assurance, Sir, I 
do not press. 


Address to His Excellency. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 would like to know wdiat 
progress has been made about my address 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No progress has been made, but I can 
give you this assurance that your address to Ilis Excellency will be 
permitted next session. 

0 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Next session SirP 

(Laughter.) ‘ 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oh yes. (Hefiewed laughter.) 

Point of Enquiry. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Till His Excellency jirrives 
may I on a point ot emiuirv ask you as to whether you are 
prepared to follow the tradition of the Speaker. Sir ;\zizul HaqueP 
When he was elected Speaker, lu‘ introduced a very healthy practice of 
giving parlies to the membei> of the Legislature. (Laughter.) 
Mr. Deputy Sj)eaker, you promised that you will follow the footsteps 
of the Speaker, and 1 hope you will do so in this respect. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. ‘‘As I have already said on two more 
ociuisions, 1 will certainly make arrangements next ses.sion. (Itenewed 
laughter.) 


Felicitations to the Chair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, before His Excellency's arrival, I think I may voice the 
unanimous sense of this House in expre.ssing our high sense of appre- 
ciation for tlie ability with which \ou have discharged the arduous 
duties of the Budget Session. 

Sir, these responsibilities were cast upon you with some suddenness 
and uncertainty because it was expected that the Hon*ble Speaker will 
be in a position to guide the deliberations of this House during the 
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entire Budget Session. But that was not found possible. Sir, when 
these duties were oast upon your shoulders you took them up cheerfully 
and have succeeded in coiiductiug the deliberations of this House, if 
I may say so once noire, with great ability and with great success. We 
have always had great courtesy at your hands and (*very one had ample 
opportunity of putting questions, and of saying their say. Y(»u have 
held the scales even between man and man and betweiui jiarty and 
party. 1 think 1 voice the opinion of the entire House when I say 
that we thank you tor all that you have done in tiding over the 
difficulties of the Budget Session. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on behalf of the Muslim 
League Barliainentarv Party, 1 would like to as.sociatc ourselv<‘s with 
all that has been .said by Mr. Santo.sh Kumar Basu. 

Mr, DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Party I would like to a.s.sociate my j)art\ and m>Helt with 
the remarks made by the Hon’ble Minister. \\ v thank >oti, Sir, for 
the ability and skill with which you have (‘onducted the proceeilings 
of this House. 

Mr. PULIN DENARY MULLICK: Sir, on behalf of the Scheduled 
Eastes Party, w(‘ assmdate ourselve.s with the sentiments that have 
alreaify been expressed by tin* jirevious speakers. It was a ior(*gone 
conclusion. Sir, that you would be a success here, because in the 
CaTcutta (.'orporation you wen* once the (’hairman ol a (\»mmitlee and 
there you had a tremendous succe.ss. Therefore, Sir, we had (‘very 
hope that >ou would be a succe.s.s here also. As tin* Ilon'ble 
Mr. Saiitosh Kumar Basil has already told u.s, during the arduous 
Budget Session you have conducted the deliberations of this Himse 
with great credit and we therefoie hope for better thing*' for you in 
future. * 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I thank you all foi the kind words that 
you have expre.ssed this morning. I have nothing to say in this 

matter. I know my shortcomings. I have not been able to satisfy 
my friends, but I always kept in mind to give jirotection as far as 
pos.sible to the minority, I mean the Opposition, and if I have incurred 
the displeasure of the majority party in this Hoii^e it was only because 
it was, as you know', iny inherent tendern*\ to sujqmrt the (tpposition. 
(Cries of “Hear! Hear! ’) t)ijce more I thank you for the kind words 
you have spoken. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of information, tSir. These things 
are said either in the beginning, i.e., when the Deputy Speaker or the 
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Speaker is appointed or when they retire, i.e., towards the close of their 
career. May I know what is the occasion for showering benedictions 
upon you today? (Laughter.) 

Address by His Excellency the Governor. 

At a.ni. the First Assistant Secretary to the Bengal Legisla- 

tive Assembly announced to Mr. Deputy Speaker that His Excellency 
the governor was without. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker then left his seat on the daia and met His 
Excellency in the centre of the inner square under the small dome in 
the vestibule. His Excellency then entered the (diamber in proces- 
sion with Mr. Deputy Speaker and, at the reciuesl of Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, took his seat on the Speaker’s (’hair, Mr. Deputy Speal^er 
being seated on His Excellency’s right. 

His Excellency Sir JOHN ARTHUR HERBERT— 

Mr. Deputy Speaker and’ Ilon’hle Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, I have souglit the opportunity of addressing you at the 
end of the session because there are certain matter‘< wliich I should 
like you to consider before you return to your (‘onstituencies. It would 
have been my wish to address a joint se.ssion of both Cliambers of the 
Legislature, and 1 regret that that has not been possible, since the 
Council has been prorogued, and 1 feel that it might have caused incon- 
venience to summon its members at short notice. 1 have there/ore 
decided to address the Legislative Assembly, and 1 hope you will agree 
with me that the Tiioment is opportune and that what I say to you is of 
great importance to the peoj)le of this province and to >ou, their 
representatives. 

You are about to return to yoiu constituencies at a time when 
Bengal, after centuries of peace* stands in grave peril. It is possible 
(hat before this Assembly meets again there may he momentous events 
in the theatre of war. Let us look at the facts squarely. Recent events 
in Malaya and Burma have brought nearer the threat to India, and 
more particularly to her Eastern I^rovinees. It is not unnatural that 
this campaign has overshadowed in the popular mind the events that 
have taken place in other theatres of war, and has given rise to appre- 
hensit)ns that Eastern India may be attacked from tlie^ir, or invaded. 
Yet the defences of Eastern India are not limited by her territorial 
boundaries, nor are they independent of the tactical situation elsewhere. 
They are related to the campaigns in Europe and Africa, to the battles 
of the Atlantic and the Pacific, and in each theatre of operations the 
tactical situation react^s upon the .situation elsewhere. No country at 
war can act separately, from iU allies, in the same way that no battalion 
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or brigade can act independently of the co-ordinated plan of operationa. 
Our task therefore is to fit in with the general scheme of strategy, and 
to see how we can best play our part in meeting this tlireat to the 
province. 

Let me take first the possibility that eneni_\ action will takt‘ the 
form Qf an air attack. The batth* of Ifritain was wtm partly by the 
Royal Air Force, but no less by the si)irit of the civil pojfulation. xNo 
town was better defeiuled than Londtm, but the batth' of Loiulon was 
won because the civil population remained at work, undaunted by 
repeated air raids, thus enabJiuK the ( ivie lite ol the cil> to continue 
unimpaired. The same spirit of endurance and tortitude has been 
shown by the people of Chun^^kinjj:, whose city lias becoi subjected to 
repeated attacks from the air during the past four and half \ear8. 
Calcutta and perhaps other cities of this province may be put to the 
same test, and it depends to a large extent upon tin* citizens wheth(*r 
the Iwttle is won or lost. In the defence of any cit> lhr«‘«' things are 
essential — guns, aeroplanes and civilian morale, and the greatest of 
tliese is morale. To those of \ou who reside in this city, I Ha\ with 
full conviction that your influen(‘(‘ can play a great part in sustaining 
morale, and it is mv earnest hope that you will u.se \our ('ndeuvours 
to that end. 

A§ legislators you know what preparations have been made for the 
civil deteiice of Calcutta and Bengal and owing to changes in part\ 
alignment it is a fact that the majorit> of parties liave been or are 
responsible for the.se preparations. It will be ai»preciat^‘d that tlie 
W’hole scheme of civil defence depends ultimutel\ u]>on tlie co-operation 
of the general public. But in onicr to obtain co-ordination and to 
assist and guide the public detailed prejiarations and jrroperly organised 
and disciplined services are necessary. We have our Wardens’ Service, 
4 )ur Casualty and First Aid Seijdces, our Jt(‘seue Service, oui- Fire- 
fighting Services, our Depots and oflr (h>ntroI Itfiorns. Th(‘ men in 
these Services are standing to their pcfsts, ami will. I believe, jrlay 
their part wdth courage and resfdution if they are culled upon. There 
is still room for more recruits, hut they must he men wlio are pri'pared 
to come forw’ard voluntarilv to help in the defence of their lioines and 
their neighbours’ homes, and to stick to their posts, whatever hui)pens. 

1 w'ould rather go into battle with a score of trustworthy men than 
with a hundred w'averers. and I have no doubt that thone who are now 
in the services, and have given up their leisure to prepare themselves, 
hold .same view. The eivil defenee services are pret)ared to carry 
out their task, and a.sk only for the <‘0-opera{toD of their fellow-citizens. 

For the protection of the civil population a large number of slit 
trenches and public shelters are available. Exi)erience in Britain, no 
less than in Burma and elsewhere, Las shown that if people will learn 
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the vital lesson of taking cover when the alarm is sounded, and remain- 
ing under cover until the all-clear sounds, they are immune from the 
worst danger. I repeat that the danger is greatly minimised if every 
man and woman decides now where to go during an air-raid, and stays 
there until the raid is over. On the other hand, the danger to people, 
who out of ignorance or curiosity remain in the open, is very real. 

Before I turn to the other possible form of enemy attack, I should 
like to say something regarding tlie apprehensions which have been 
frequently expressed lest an outbreak of looting should occur in this* 
city. If there are any doubts on this score, let me assure you that 
apart from the large miliiary force available to maintain internal 
order, tlie police force in (hilciitta has been considerably strengthened, 
and it is the intention of my Government to deal most drastii^ally 
with any attempts at arson or looting which might follow an air-raid 
and Special Courts are also being set up whic h will have enlianced 
powers, and will employ a summary procedure in dealing with 
offenders. 

Arrangements have been made by Government for the supply and 
distribution of food, and a large number of employers, realising the 
fears arising from the uncertainty of supplies, have already set up 
shops for the sale of food and essentials to their employees at normal 
prices. I would urge that this example be followed by all so that 
there may be no uncertainty as to supply. My Government further 
intend to enforce a rigid control over prices, and the movement of 
food stocks and other essentials. 

Throughout the province the Police Force has been strengthened 
and the Civic' Guard organisation is being overhaulcMl and put on a 
more efficient footing. In addition, further demands will be made 
for voluntary servic'e in maintaining internal security and in giving 
warning of the approach of the enemy ; and I expect that shortly 
volunteers will be asked for to join an expanded Observer Corps and 
oilier Units designed to achieve the above objects. These precautions 
are essential to our internal security in times of emergency, and 1 
feel sure you will agree with me that they will not only strengthen 
public morale, but are of great potential value in preventing any form 
of fifth column activity. Let me make it perfectly clear that it is my 
intention and that of my Government to deal drastically with any 
such form of activity. 

The other diuiger which threatens this province is invasion by 
land or sea-borne troops. Before I refer to the action which will, 

I hope, be taken by the rivil population in such an emergency, I 
should like to say something regarding the policy of denying to the 
enemy certain essentials which, if they fell into his hands, might 
facilitate his advance. There has been a great deal of misunder- 
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of den^l is the equivalent, of tb.e “acorcked eartl[^po\icy” adopted in 
Russia. ~T can assure you that there is no intention to enforce a 
scorched earth policy in the districts of Beng^al; indeed, the very 
expression scorched earth” should be entirely abandoned, since it is 
misleading and gives rise to groundless apprehensions. There is no 
intention on the part of (iovernment or the Army to burn villageSi 
or to remove stocks of grain from villagers’ houses. But as you know, 
there are certain districts in which the production of paddy is in 
‘excess of the normal requirements of those districts. Should these 
surplus stocks of grain fall in the hands of the enemy. tluTC might 
result distress and even famine in those districts which do not produce 
sufficient for their own needs. It has, theretore, been decided to 
take measures to remove the surplus stocks from tlie distri(‘ts concerned, 
hut it is not intended to remove any paddy, or other food grains, 
which are needed for the normal requirements of the civil population. 

The other form of denial that is i n t en d eji_ijL. iliat r i c t s is to 

prevent any mea ns of tran s port f rom falling into the enemy ’sTiands. 

I feel^iure you"”wdTr agree with me that it would ln* fatal to leave 
motor oars, stocks of petrol, bicycles, boats, or other means of transport 
to facilitate the enemy’s progress. The le.ssons of Malaya and Burma 
have taught us that. It is, therefore, our policy to deny to the 
enemy all means of movement or transport. If it should ever happen 
that, in the view of the Military authorities, the invasion of any 
district of Bengal was imminent, all forms of transport, whether by 
land or water would have to be removed. Let me explain that if it 
became necessary for Government to deprive individuals of any means 
of transport or conveyance, it is the intention to jiay compensation to 
them. I need hardly observe that compensatoin woubl not he forth- 
coming in the event of such transport falling into the hands of the 
^emy. This denial of the meajis of communication would involve 
the co-operation of the civil population, w’ho may be a^ked, should the 
emergency arise, to hand in bicycles at thana or district headquarters, 
and to remove <“ountry-b(mts trom the danger zone to an area of 
safety. I realise that this must inevitably cau.se inconvenience and 
possibly dislocation in the economic life of the di.strici concerned; I 
realise that country-boats are to the people of East Bengal the 
principal means of movement, and the only means of movement during 
the rains; but 1 feel sure you w’ill appreciate that if the people in an 
invaded area can deny all mean.s of tran.sport to the enemy they may 
be instrumpntal in saving the re.st of the province. I am able to tell 
you that the highest Military Authority is of opinion that the effective 
co-operation of the civil population in removing, utterly and com- 
pletely, all forms of transport wmuld be of the greatest strategic value 
— indeed, of greater value than the raising in this province of several 
divisions of troops. That is a matter in which you as representatives 
19 
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of the people, can be of the greatest assistance in securing their 
co-operation and explaining to them that any temporary incon- 
venience they may be called upon to suffer by the action which I 
have described may mean the salvation of their country. 

Let UH recognise that while it does not lie in the province to direct 
or control Military Operations, it is the duty both of Governinent and 
the people to facilitate those operations by conforming to the fullest 
extent and co-operating in every W'ay. It is for this reason, and 
because this IjCgislature represents j)redominantlv the rural areas of 
Bengal, that in speaking to you today I have laid so much stress upon 
the duties of the rural people. The great indust ri:il areas, of which 
we are so proud, and to which this province owes so much of its 
pros})erity, are in a separate ]>robleni in which the Central Govern- 
ment is vitally i'oncerned ; and those whose interests are affected haye 
full means of a(‘ceHfl to the Central Government itself. It is not, 
therefor(% for me to define in detail the jiolicy of the Central (ioVern- 
ment in this respect, and this is not the forum in which a pronounce- 
ment on that matter should be made. But I ma\ say this much, that 
in industrial and urban ureas, while our ]dans must provide in the 
last resort for the most effective embarrassment of the enemy, there 
is no intention of indulging in wanton destruction of industrial 
wealth or civil necessities. 

1 have earli(‘r referred briefly to the attitude of my Government 
towards any manifestation of fifth column activity. No country wit 
war can afford to take any risks. The history of this war shows only 
too clearly the damage that ha.s been done hy men of the (Quisling 
type in different countries. The fall of Norway, of Denmark, of 
Holland and many olher countries was <lue t(» the Trojan horse tacties 
of th(‘ tiftli (‘olumn org.uiised hy men wlio sold their country to the 
enemy. The aim of such traitors to undermine authority so thaV 
people mistrust orders designed' for tlieir own safety. Instructions 
given for the protection of life ami projierty are then disregarded 
through misunderstanding, and the result is confusion and panic, 
mutual distrust and recrimination, and finally chaos. 

1 and my Government intend to deal firml> with all such activities, 
ftt whatever co.^t to populariti, in the knowledge that hy so doing we 
shall not only earn the respeet and the thanks of this province, of 
India and the united nations but may Ih‘ saving our province from a 
danger that might imperil her whole future. 

A lesser evil than the fifth columnist — but still an evil — is the 
individual who spreads mischievous rumours. He may have no 
deliberate intention of aiding the enemy, but he may do so, none the 
less. Equally guilty is the individual who gives credence to such 
rumours instead of endeavouring to pin down their origin, countering 
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tbem, and taking' steps to report the runiour-nionger. It is by believ- 
ing and passing on unconlirined sldries^ tbal lainwnirs iua\ develop 
which are capable of affecting nmrale an<l even of leading to panic. 
No less important is it to avoid careles.s references to the movement of 
troops or materials of war which ma\ ^ive awa> informal ion of the 
greatest value to the enemy. ] earne.stl\ appeal thnuigh \oii to {he 
public to be careful in their speech and writing, to diHcredit wild 
stories or runlour^, to do their utmost to eounleraet tliem. and to refrain 
from repeating anything that ‘^eiuns to he of doubtful autlient icit v 

I do not imply hy this that thme is any initmlion of limiting 
freedom of speech or the lihertv of the Press. I realise the extent of 
the co-nj)eration we have received f?om the Pn‘ss, and I pei^onallN 
appreciate the spirit in which its represtmtai ives have met me at 
cortferences. I know that 1 can rely upon their supi>ort in the mipjwes- 
sioii of rumours, in the guidance of public opinion to that (‘ml. and in 
anv nfeasun^s taken to ensure tin* Kuee(‘ssful prosecution of the vvai 

Let me now' reiterate what are our duties if we an' laeed with tin* 

actualities of air attack or invasion, l^et us make it oui eoinnmn 

object to defend this province against dapam'st* aggression. la'I iis ''ce 
to it that if the enemy crosses oui tnoitiers, oi lands u])on on? shoies. 
he will have the least possible eijaiiee of success thioiigh ilic denial of 
any means of transport. Let ns Ix-ar w’ith eourag’i* and resolution the 
ordeal of air raids should they oecui. Let us kei'p our civic life 

uni^ipaired, our civil morale high, and unaff(*cted hy riinioin, our 
factories w’drking, our war production moving- at full speed, Let iis 
devote all our efforts to lodping oui Arm\ and Air Korce. L- t ns 

uiid(‘rgt) cheerfully any ineon\eniem'es which (heii letjninoiientv mav 
invedve. Finally, let us h<dd fast to tiie knowledge' that in the IuLm'hs 
of time our enemies will be defeated. They aie ojjjiosed ni>l oiih ji\ 
tlie growing streuigth of tlo' Lnite^ Nation*', hut h\ the determinat ion 
of people throughout the civilised woiM to put jin end for <*V(‘r to the 
domination of dictatorship. \Thafcv(*i power the dictators may now 
wield. I am convinced that the great mass of jieojdi* throughout the 
world de.sire above all things freedom to live thei; own lives in their 
ow'ii way. It is that great f(»r('e of hnnmuily wlindi will eventnalh' 
overthrow the rule of the dictator, and bring the world to “liappier 
days and broader lands." ,Siir«d\ it i*- tor Hciigal to demonstrab* in 
what manner she can help the world movement. The task before us 
is one calling for the mobilisation of all resoun-es in the province in 
the face of imminent danger. The m-ed for a united War Front is 
urgent. 

Not long ago I invited the leaders of all parties and groups in the 
Legislature to a conference, and asked them certain (juestions with 
the object of a.scertaining their views on the possibility of forming such 
a War Front through a Government which would he representative of 
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all parties. Some of the leaders at that time were of the opinion 
that no Government representative of all parties would be possible in 
Bengal until the all-India problem had been solved or some agreement 
had been reached between the major political parties. I believe I am 
voicing the opinion of every honourable member in this House when I 
say that it is our wish and hope that such a settlement will be reached. 
But the point which I put to you now is that if it is still impossible 
at this critical moment to sink party differences and to form a Govern- 
ment representing all parties; if the battle of party politics must 
continue on the floor of this Assembly, nevertheless there is no reason 
why every honourable member in this AB8einbl.>, whatever his political 
views, should not rally the people in support of the war effort, and help 
to maintain their public morale in face of the danger that threatens 
their <'ountry. . 

I should welcome an opportunity of meeting party leaders tomorrow 
to discuss with them the means by which their supporters can best 
bring home to the people of Bengal what can be done to put every 
possible obstacle in the path of the enemy. J tru.st that on this vital 
issue I shall have the support of all, irrespective of party or sectional 
interests. 

liCt me remind you of the wonls of His Excellency the Viceroy 
in his recent message. He said, “The land we live in is threatened 
with danger. Thi.s is a call to action for every one of u.s. Close the 
ranks, and stand shoulder to shoulder against an aggressor, w^se 
conduct, in the peaceful countries which he has outraged, brands him 
as barbarous and pitiless.” And again — “We are members of a 
worthy company, China, Russia, Ameri(^a, Britain and a score of 
others; let each one of us in India be worthy of our own country and of 
our comrades.” When you consider those wonl.s, I would ask you 
also to consider whether it would not be possible for you, on return- 
ing to your constituencies, to iiliplement the intention of that message 
-^to do everything possil)le to help and maintain public morale; to 
strengthen ilie people’s .spirit of resistance to the enemy; to eradicate 
elements that tend to undermine the spirit of resistance and public 
confidence; to counteract subversive activities of all kinds likely to 
produce a defeatist mentality, and to consolidate the will of the 
people to offer united resistance to the enemy in every shape and 
form until this menace to the safety of our province is overthrown. 

His Excellency then left the (’hamber in procession. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. 0€PUTY SPEAKER: I have it in command from His 
Excellency the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Assembly do 
BOW stand prorogned. 

E O. Pmr-lf€3M>-J880A-70l. 
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in Rajshahi : (Q ) PP- 2i%-2.'K) 

Hailna Muratied, Mn. (on botialf of tho 
Hon'Mt Mr. A. K. Faziul Htiq) 
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1 T). 

Lorries 

H«Hjuisition private — by Govornmont: 

(Q.) pp. 92-94. 
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Re^jarding the jKiwers of the Selint 
C’onimitU ‘0 on the Ihui^jal S<*(xuidnry 
jbklucation Bill, 1942: pp. 257-258. 
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Beni;al i/oral Sclf-Oovemment (Amend- 
ment) Bill, H)41. as passed by the 
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Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Demaml tor grants 43 — Industries — 
Industries: pp. 122-124. 
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